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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Korean Martial Arts Center is a martial arts studio founded by Merrill W. Jung and located in the
Ingleside neighborhood since 1983. It is considered one of the neighborhood’s communityserving institutions where people – from local children to highly skilled martial artists – learn and
perfect their skills. KMAC offers training in the following martial arts: taekwondo, Hapkido, judo,
Yongmudo, karate, kung fu, Filipino stick fighting, tai chi and Wing Chun.
Many students of KMAC have gone on to be successful martial artists. Students have gone to
the junior Olympics. Some have gone to Korea with KMAC’s owners for annual competitions
and regularly sponsor students to compete.
Korean Martial Arts Center is one of the oldest family-run businesses in Ingleside. Jung was
born in Isleton, California, and moved to San Francisco as a child. He attended Garfield
Elementary School, Francisco Junior High School, Washington High School, City College of
San Francisco, and San Francisco State University. He worked for the San Mateo Probation
Department and retired in 2005. His parents taught martial arts, specifically kung fu. Jung
attended a Mormon Church and began to formally study judo there. In 1966, Jung began 18year stint teaching at the Embarcadero YMCA where he taught judo, kung fu and other martial
arts.
Andrew SE Erickson, who studied under Jung at the YMCA in the late 1960s, was instrumental
in setting up the initial space. In 2018, he was admitted to the U.S. Taekwondo Grandmaster
Society. In 2010, he became an International Sin Moo Hapkido 10th Dan, he received a World
Sin Moo Hapkido Certificate of Appointment and he received an appointment from the
Kukkiwon World Headquarters. In 2008, he became a certified 8th Dan Black Belt in Moo Duk
Kwan Taekwondo. In 2007, he was admitted to the World Taekwondo Federation in Korea.
10th dan black belt Grandmaster is the highest level of black belt achievable.
In 2012, Jung’s nephew Thomas Mar and his wife Teresa Hoang-Mar began managing KMAC.
Mar is a San Francisco native who focused on Asian American Studies at San Francisco State
University. He does most of the instruction at KMAC. He is a trained instructor in taekwondo
with sixth degree black belt, certification from Kukiwon, a seventh degree in Simoo Apkido, a
fourth degree black belt in Yongmudo and a brown belt in judo. Hoang-Mar is trained in
ballroom dancing. She is KMAC’s administrator, handling billing, licensing, website, etc.
The business is located on the north side of Ocean Avenue between Granada and Miramar
avenues in the Ingleside neighborhood.

CRITERION 1
Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?
Yes, Korean Martial Arts Center has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years:
1414 Ocean Avenue from 1983 to Present (37 years).

CRITERION 2
Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
Yes, Korean Martial Arts Center has contributed to the history and identity of the Ingleside
neighborhood and San Francisco.
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the
following ways the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community:
•

The business is associated with the tradition of martial arts.

•

The property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status codes of “B”
(Unknown/Age Eligible) due to its building’s construction date of 1921.

•

Jung has been in movies as an extra as have his students. In 2010, KMAC was highlighted
in the San Francisco Bay Guardian’s Best of the Bay as the “Best Hapkido Heros.” Also,
many of KMAC’s students have been written about in the local press as victors of
competitions. For instance, student Haley Kong was featured on the cover of The Belt, the
official publication of taekwondo.
Mayor Willie Brown issued a proclamation for the event in 1984 when the Korean
grandmaster of Hapkido visited San Francisco. In 2006, Mayor Gavin Newsom issued
KMAC a Certificate of Honor and a Proclamation Award from City and County of San
Francisco for sponsoring the Founder Ji Han Jae to reside and open a school in San
Francisco.

CRITERION 3
Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
Yes, Korean Martial Arts Center is committed to maintaining the physical features and
traditions that define the business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Korean Martial Arts Center qualifies
for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and
recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Offering of three to four classes per day for young adults, adults and seniors.
• A practice of including a variety of martial arts.
• The seating area for spectators.
• Being consistently open seven days a week.
• Service to an average of 120 to 150 students.
• Affordable prices.

CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be
required for maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.
• Martial arts training.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Korean Martial
Arts Center currently located at 1414 Ocean Avenue in the Legacy Business Registry as a
Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Program Manager
Legacy Business Program

Small Business Commission
Resolution No. _______________
August 10, 2020
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Adopting findings approving the Legacy Business Registry application for Korean Martial
Arts Center, currently located at 1414 Ocean Avenue.
WHEREAS , in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small
Business maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to
recognize that longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of
the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy
Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS , the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS , the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less
than 30 years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has
significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and,
if not included in the Registry, faces a significant risk of displacement; and

WHEREAS , the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and
WHEREAS , the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions
that define the business; and
WHEREAS , at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 10, 2020, the San Francisco Small
Business Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on
the Legacy Business Registry application; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Korean Martial Arts
Center in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code
Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding
the below listed physical features and traditions at Korean Martial Arts Center.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Offering of three to four classes per day for young adults, adults and seniors.
• A practice of including a variety of martial arts.
• The seating area for spectators.
• Being consistently open seven days a week.
• Service to an average of 120 to 150 students.
• Affordable prices.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the
below listed core physical feature or tradition to maintain Korean Martial Arts Center on the
Legacy Business Registry:
• Martial arts training.
_______________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business
Commission on August 10, 2020.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________
Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application
Review Sheet
LBR-2019-20-031
Korean Martial Arts Center
1414 Ocean Avenue
District 7
Thomas Mar, Owner
February 4, 2020
Supervisor Norman Yee

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more
years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?
X
Yes
No
1414 Ocean Avenue from 1983 to Present (37 years).

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or
the identity of a particular neighborhood or community?
X
Yes
No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
X
Yes
No

NOTES: N/A
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: February 18, 2020
Richard Kurylo
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program

President, Board of Supervisors
District 7

City and County of San Francisco

NORMAN YEE

February 4, 2020
Dear Director Regina Dick-Endrizzi:
I am writing to nominate Korean Martial Arts Center at 1414 Ocean Avenue to the
Legacy Business Registry.
Korean Martial Arts Center is one of the oldest family-run martial arts studios in San
Francisco and has been operating for more than 35 years. The Center draws in students
from all over the Bay Area to practice a variety of martial arts including taekwondo,
Hapkido, judo, Yongmudo, karate, kung fu, Filipino stick fighting, tai chi, and Wing
Chun. It has the distinct honor of being founded by Master Merrill Jung, a 8th degree
Taekwondo Grandmaster and 10th dan black belt Grandmaster. Master Jung continues to
teach at the Center and may well be the highest level instructor still teaching in the San
Francisco Bay Area. Master Jung’s nephew and wife have carried on the operations of
the family’s business and advances the mission to bring the practice of martial arts to a
new generation. Those that have been trained through the Korean Martial Arts Center
have gone onto the Junior Olympics and other annual competitions.
Most notably, the Korean Martial Arts Center and its students are deeply involved with
the community. They offer expertise to other martial arts programs and makes an effort
to provide students of different incomes the ability to train. They also offer free
demonstrations to community events and festivals like our Annual Lunar New Year event
on Ocean Avenue. Their reputable presence on Ocean Avenue attracts young people and
their families to our neighborhood corridor, which enriches the vibrancy of our local
community. With San Francisco changing so rapidly, it is encouraging to witness longstanding family businesses still serve as hubs for activity and community-building.
I am proud to support the Korean Martial Arts Center for the Legacy Business Registry
and thank you for your consideration regarding their application.
Sincerely,

Norman Yee
City Hall • 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 • San Francisco, California 94102-4689 • (415) 554-6516
Fax (415) 554-6546 • TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227 • E-mail: Norman.Yee@sfgov.org

KOREAN MARTIAL ARTS CENTER (KMAC)
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative
CRITERION 1
a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations,
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all
other locations.
Korean Martial Arts Center (“KMAC”) is a martial arts studio located in the Ingleside
neighborhood of San Francisco since 1983. It has been in business for over 35 years and is
considered one of the neighborhood’s community-serving institutions where people – from
local children to highly skilled martial artists – learn and perfect their skills. It is one of the
oldest family-run businesses in Ingleside.
KMAC was founded in December 1983 by Merrill W. Jung at 1414 Ocean Avenue in a storefront
that had previously been an antique store.
Jung was born in Isleton, California, and moved to San Francisco as a child. He attended Garfield
Elementary School, Francisco Junior High School, Washington High School, City College of San
Francisco, and San Francisco State University. He worked for the San Mateo Probation
Department and retired in 2005.
His parents taught martial arts, specifically kung fu. They did it for exercise but never a school
or business. Jung attended a Mormon Church and began to formally study judo there. That’s
when Jung took martial arts seriously.
In 1966, Jung began 18-year stint teaching at the Embarcadero YMCA where he taught judo,
kung fu and other martial arts. In 1983, he decided to open his own martial arts studio.
Andrew SE Erickson, who studied under Jung at the YMCA in the late 1960s, was instrumental in
setting up the initial space. Janet Doub Erickson, Erickson’s mother, painted the storefront’s
sign. Erickson’s brother Joel Erickson transformed the interior of the dojang (Korean martial arts
formal training hall). The first dojang mat of 700+ feet was handmade, consisting of layers of
newspapers, used carpets and a stretched vinyl cover. The grand opening of the business was in
January 1984 featuring an opening ceremony with a lion dance to chase away the evil spirits.
Jung is highly skilled in martial arts. In 2018, he was admitted to the U.S. Taekwondo
Grandmaster Society. In 2010, he became an International Sin Moo Hapkido 10th Dan, he
received a World Sin Moo Hapkido Certificate of Appointment and he received an appointment
from the Kukkiwon World Headquarters. In 2008, he became a certified 8th Dan Black Belt in

Moo Duk Kwan Taekwondo. In 2007, he was admitted to the World Taekwondo Federation in
Korea.
10th dan black belt Grandmaster is the highest level of black belt achievable. Reaching 10th dan
black belt within an organization typically is reserved for only the most outstanding members,
those with a lifetime of continuous commitment and achievements.
KMAC offers training in the following martial arts: taekwondo, Hapkido, judo, Yongmudo,
karate, kung fu, Filipino stick fighting, tai chi and Wing Chun. Many students of KMAC have
gone on to be successful martial artists. Students have gone to the junior Olympics. Some have
gone to Korea with KMAC’s owners for annual competitions and regularly sponsor students to
compete.
In 2012, Jung’s nephew Thomas Mar and his wife Teresa Hoang-Mar began managing KMAC.
Mar is a San Francisco native who focused on Asian American Studies at San Francisco State
University. He does most of the instruction at KMAC. He is a trained instructor in taekwondo
with sixth degree black belt, certification from Kukiwon, a seventh degree in Simoo Apkido, a
fourth degree black belt in Yongmudo and a brown belt in judo. Hoang-Mar is trained in
ballroom dancing. She is KMAC’s administrator, handling billing, licensing, website, etc.
b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco
for more than six months?
N/A
c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the
business.
Korean Martial Arts Center is a family-owned business. Thomas Mar and Teresa Hoang-Mar
officially took over daily operations in 2017. Jung continues to teach at KMAC.
d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a
family-owned business.
The ownership history of Korean Martial Arts Center is as follows:
1983 – 2017:
Merrill Jung
2017 – Present:
Thomas Mar and Teresa Hoang-Mar
e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the
existence of the business prior to current ownership.

Documentation of the existence of the business verifying it has been in operation for 30+ years
is provided in this Legacy Business Registry application.
f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry.
The historic resource status of the building at 1410-1414 Ocean Avenue is classified by the
Planning Department as Category B, Unknown / Age Eligible, with regard to the California
Environmental Quality Act. KMAC operates in a one-story building with two storefronts that
was constructed in 1926. The building’s style is known as Commercial Mediterranean Revival.
Its façade has red clay tiles cover the parapet, recessed entrance vestibules with display
windows that angle inward toward the entrance. Its architect is William H. Crim, Jr. The building
is a potential historic resource.

CRITERION 2
a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood,
community or San Francisco.
For more than 35 years, Korean Martial Arts Center has been a resource of martial arts training
for local residents as well as experts from Asia. It has contributed to the neighborhood by being
a consistent presence that draws families and individuals to the neighborhood.
KMAC is one of the oldest family-run martial arts studios in San Francisco. Business founder and
current instructor Jung is a 10th dahn black belt Grandmaster and may be the only active
taekwondo 8th degree grandmaster instructor still teaching in the San Francisco Bay Area.
b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the
city, or the business industry?
Korean Martial Arts Center brought the Korean grandmaster of Hapkido to San Francisco in
1984 to spread the art of Hapkido and for educating learners.
KMAC participates in neighborhood events like Taste of Ingleside and block parties. For Taste of
Ingleside, KMAC offered nigiri to visitors. At the Ocean Avenue annual block parties, KMAC
tabled and did martial arts demonstrations as entertainment.
c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade
publication, media, or historical documents?
Jung has been in movies as an extra as have his students. In 2010, KMAC was highlighted in the
San Francisco Bay Guardian’s Best of the Bay as the “Best Hapkido Heros.” Also, many of
KMAC’s students have been written about in the local press as victors of competitions. For

instance, student Haley Kong was featured on the cover of The Belt, the official publication of
taekwondo.
Mayor Willie Brown issued a proclamation for the event in 1984 when the Korean grandmaster
of Hapkido visited San Francisco. In 2006, Mayor Gavin Newsom issued KMAC a Certificate of
Honor and a Proclamation Award from City and County of San Francisco for sponsoring the
Founder Ji Han Jae to reside and open a school in San Francisco.
d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?
Korean Martial Arts Center sponsors the founder of Hapkido, Jian Jae, when he visits the U.S.
for tournaments. Notable students of Jung’s are:
• Cody Gary, first USA national team member in taekwondo in the junior and senior
Olympics.
• Haley Kong, national team member junior Olympics in taekwondo.
• Alex Fogarty, Yongmudo world champion, 2016.
e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?
Korean Martial Arts Center participates in neighborhood events like Taste of Ingleside and block
parties. KMAC also keeps its prices affordable so that it can serve as wide of a population as it
can.
In the past, Jung has given his expertise to assist in training San Francisco Police Department
officers. Several of his students are SFPD instructors in defensive tactics. They have also helped
with local college judo programs.
The KMAC team is involved in a lot of pageants where they provide security. For instance, they
have provided security to Miss Asian Global, Miss Asian America and Miss Chinatown.
f. Provide a description of the community the business serves.
Ingleside is known for being one of the last working class neighborhoods of San Francisco and a
destination for nearby City College and San Francisco State students. KMAC mostly serves
people from the surrounding neighborhoods but also people who come from a long way who
have learned about KMAC through competitions and its reputation for offering a wide array of
martial arts. In Jung’s footsteps, Mar and Hoang-Mar pride themselves in serving all genders
and ages, as young as 4 years old to seniors, as well as all skill levels from beginner to black belt.
g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant
building/structure/site/object/interior?

The Commercial Mediterranean Revival-style building was constructed in 1926 and is a
potential historic resource. The façade of the building contributes to the architectural richness
of the Ocean Avenue business district.
h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut
down, etc.?
If the business were sold, relocated or shut down, Ingleside and the martial arts community
would lose one of the oldest family-run martial arts studios. The absence of Korean Martial Arts
Center would result in lost opportunities for robust martial arts training. KMAC brings dozens of
families and individuals to Ingleside daily who are then footsteps from other small businesses.
That foot traffic and their small business patronage would be lost should KMAC disappear.

CRITERION 3
a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.
The essential features of Korean Martial Arts Center are its offering of three to four classes per
day for young adults, adults and seniors; its practice of including a variety of martial arts; its
seating area for spectators; its being consistently open seven days a week; its serving an
average of 120 to 150 students; and its affordable prices.
KMAC offers training in taekwondo, Hapkido, judo, Yongmudo, karate, kung fu, Filipino stick
fighting, tai chi and Wing Chun. Martial arts training conditions the mind, body and spirit, and
develops significant improvement in physical fitness, mental focus, maturity, self-discipline and
self-esteem. Training benefits young children through senior citizens. Men and women of all
levels and athletic ability are welcome from the beginner looking to start a fitness program to
the elite and Olympic level athlete.
b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft,
culinary, or art forms)
Korean Martial Arts Center is committed to maintaining its historical tradition as a martial arts
academy. KMAC serves neighborhood residents both adults and children alike, maintains the
same teaching styles that have made it successful for decades and promotes a philosophy of
being “flexible, strong, and humble.” Moreover, KMAC keeps the community’s passion about
the martial arts alive and well.
c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural
details, neon signs, etc.).

KMAC’s physical characteristics have not materially changed since Thomas Mar and Teresa
Hoang-Mar took over in 2017. The configuration of mats, mirrors, trophy cases, kicking pads,
weapons rack, knife holders, locker rooms, warm up room and signage remain the same.
KMAC is committed to maintaining the façade of the building in the Commercial Mediterranean
Revival style.
d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business,
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current
ownership.
Documentation that demonstrates the business has been a martial arts academy for 30+ years
is included in this Legacy Business Registry application.

Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qfOBkMr65Vg

Korean Martial Arts Center
Published on June 24, 2011

Korean Martial Arts Center - HQ
1414 Ocean Ave, San Francisco, CA 94112

KMAC Team
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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Korean Martial Arts Center is a martial arts studio founded by Merrill W. Jung and located in the Ingleside
neighborhood since 1983. It is considered one of the neighborhood’s community-serving institutions where
people – from local children to highly skilled martial artists – learn and perfect their skills. KMAC offers
training in the following martial arts: taekwondo, Hapkido, judo, Yongmudo, karate, kung fu, Filipino stick
fighting, tai chi and Wing Chun. Many students of KMAC have gone on to be successful martial artists.
Students have gone to the junior Olympics. Some have gone to Korea with KMAC’s owners for annual
competitions and regularly sponsor students to compete. It is one of the oldest family-run businesses in
Ingleside.
Jung was born in Isleton, California, and moved to San Francisco as a child. He attended Garfield
Elementary School, Francisco Junior High School, Washington High School, City College of San Francisco,
and San Francisco State University. He worked for the San Mateo Probation Department and retired in
2005. His parents taught martial arts, specifically kung fu. Jung attended a Mormon Church and began to
formally study judo there. In 1966, Jung began 18-year stint teaching at the Embarcadero YMCA where he
taught judo, kung fu and other martial arts.
Andrew SE Erickson, who studied under Jung at the YMCA in the late 1960s, was instrumental in setting
up the initial space. In 2018, he was admitted to the U.S. Taekwondo Grandmaster Society. In 2010, he
became an International Sin Moo Hapkido 10th Dan, he received a World Sin Moo Hapkido Certificate of
Appointment and he received an appointment from the Kukkiwon World Headquarters. In 2008, he
became a certified 8th Dan Black Belt in Moo Duk Kwan Taekwondo. In 2007, he was admitted to the World
Taekwondo Federation in Korea. 10th dan black belt Grandmaster is the highest level of black belt
achievable.
In 2012, Jung’s nephew Thomas Mar and his wife Teresa Hoang-Mar began managing KMAC. Mar is a San
Francisco native who focused on Asian American Studies at San Francisco State University. He does most
of the instruction at KMAC. He is a trained instructor in taekwondo with sixth degree black belt,
certification from Kukiwon, a seventh degree in Simoo Apkido, a fourth degree black belt in Yongmudo
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and a brown belt in judo. Hoang-Mar is trained in ballroom dancing. She is KMAC’s administrator,
handling billing, licensing, website, etc.
The business is located on the north side of Ocean Avenue between Granada and Miramar avenues in the
Ingleside neighborhood. It is within Ocean Avenue NCT (Neighborhood Commercial Transit) Zoning
District and 45-X Height and Bulk District.

STAFF ANALYSIS
Review Criteria
1.

When was business founded?
The business was founded in 1983.

2.

Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?
Yes. Korean Martial Arts Center qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it
meets all of the eligibility Criteria:

3.

i.

Korean Martial Arts Center has operated continuously in San Francisco for 37 years,
has significantly contributed to the history and identity of the neighborhood.

ii.

Korean Martial Arts Center has contributed to the history and identity of the Ingleside
neighborhood and San Francisco.

iii.

Korean Martial Arts Center is committed to maintaining the physical features and
traditions that define the organization.

Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?
Yes. The business is associated with the tradition of martial arts.

4.

Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?
No.

5.

Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?
No. The property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status codes of “B” (Unknown/Age
Eligible) due to its building’s construction date of 1921.

6.

Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?
No.

7.

Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?
Yes. Jung has been in movies as an extra as have his students. In 2010, KMAC was highlighted in
the San Francisco Bay Guardian’s Best of the Bay as the “Best Hapkido Heros.” Also, many of
KMAC’s students have been written about in the local press as victors of competitions. For
instance, student Haley Kong was featured on the cover of The Belt, the official publication of
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taekwondo.
Mayor Willie Brown issued a proclamation for the event in 1984 when the Korean grandmaster of
Hapkido visited San Francisco. In 2006, Mayor Gavin Newsom issued KMAC a Certificate of
Honor and a Proclamation Award from City and County of San Francisco for sponsoring the
Founder Ji Han Jae to reside and open a school in San Francisco.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
Location(s) associated with the business:
• 1414 Ocean Avenue
Recommended by Applicant
• Offering of three to four classes per day for young adults, adults and seniors
• A practice of including a variety of martial arts
• The seating area for spectators
• Being consistently open seven days a week
• Service to an average of 120 to 150 students
• Affordable prices
Additional Recommended by Staff
• None
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2020-003293LBR
Korean Martial Arts Center
1414 Ocean Avenue
Ocean Avenue NCT (Neighborhood Commercial Transit) Zoning District
45-X Height and Bulk District
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Thomas Mar, Ownerr
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San Francisco, CA 94112
Supervisor Norman Yee
District 7
Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625
shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR KOREAN MARTIAL
ARTS CENTER CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1414 OCEAN AVENUE, BLOCK/LOT 3197/008.
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and
success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on March 18, 2020, the Historic Preservation Commission
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry
nomination.

www.sfplanning.org

Resolution No. ####
March 18, 2020

CASE NO. 2020-003293LBR
1414 Ocean Avenue

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that
Korean Martial Arts Center qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Korean Martial Arts Center.
Location(s):
• 1414 Ocean Avenue
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Offering of three to four classes per day for young adults, adults and seniors
• A practice of including a variety of martial arts
• The seating area for spectators
• Being consistently open seven days a week
• Service to an average of 120 to 150 students
• Affordable prices
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5(a).
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission
Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2020-003293LBR to the
Office of Small Business March 18, 2020.
Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ADOPTED:
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