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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report

HEARING DATE AUGUST 22, 2016

SF PARTY

Application No.: LBR-2015-16-008
Business Name: SF Party
Business Address: 939 Post Street
District: District 6
Applicant: Daniel Cerf, President
Nomination Date: February 11, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Jane Kim
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
SF Party is a retail novelty business offering party supplies, costumes, and party rentals to the Downtown/Civic
Center neighborhood on Post Street between Hyde Street and Larkin Street. The business was started in 1901
when the original founders, Mr. Kindel and Mr. Graham, began a novelty company selling household items and
domestic and imported novelty items door to door. The business has developed since its early beginnings and
now focuses on selling party supplies ranging from balloons to costumes to popcorn machines.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in SF for 30 or more years, with no break in SF operations
exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

539 Mission Street from 1965-1983 (18 years)
1147 Howard Street from 1984-1998 (14 years)
939 Post Street from 1998-Present (18 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Downtown/Civic Center neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 The business is associated with the crafts and arts that go into event planning.
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 SF Party is unique to San Francisco because it is one of the longest running businesses in the city, having
been established in 1901, and because it provides party supplies to other local businesses and organizations
and members of the community for their event needs.

 The 1909 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical
significance. The property is considered a “Category A Property” as a contributor to the identified-eligible
Lower Nob Hill Apartment Hotel historic district.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 Hoodline, 5/19/2016, “Meet Dan Cerf of SF Party, Post Street’s Premier Party Proprietor,” by Stephen

Jackson.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that SF Party qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry
under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical
features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Expanse of transom windows above storefront windows
 Projecting business sign
 Awning business sign across front of building
 Recessed entry doors
 Colorful interior walls
 Balloon display walls

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include SF Party currently located at 939
Post Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE AUGUST 22, 2016

SF PARTY

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2015-16-008
Business Name: SF Party
Business Address: 939 Post Street
District: District 6
Applicant: Daniel Cerf, President
Nomination Date: February 11, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Jane Kim
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR SF PARTY,
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 939 POST STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 22, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes SF Party in the Legacy Business
Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at SF Party:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Expanse of transom windows above storefront windows
 Projecting business sign
 Awning business sign across front of building
 Recessed entry doors
 Colorful interior walls
 Balloon display walls

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
August 22, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Filing Date: July 8, 2016 

Case No.: 2016-008576LBR 

Business Name: SF Party   

Business Address: 939 Post Street 

Zoning: RC-4 (Residential-Commercial, High Density)/ 

 80-T Height and Bulk District 

Block/Lot: 0302/025 

Applicant:  Daniel Cerf, President 

939 Post Street 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

Nominated By: Supervisor Jane Kim, District 6 

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 

  

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

SF Party is a retail novelty business offering party supplies, costumes, and party rentals to the 

Downtown/Civic Center neighborhood on Post Street between Hyde Street and Larkin Street. The 

business is located in a one-story Italianate–style building that was previously used as an auto repair 

garage, according to the 1950 Sanborn map. The business was started in 1901 when the original 

founders, Mr. Kindel and Mr. Graham, began a novelty company selling household items and domestic 

and imported novelty items door to door. The business has developed since its early beginnings and 

now focuses on selling party supplies ranging from balloons to costumes to popcorn machines.  

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Review Criteria 

10. When was business founded?   

1901 

11. Is the business unique to San Francisco? 

Yes. SF Party is unique to San Francisco because it is one of the longest running businesses in the 

City, having been established in 1901, and because it provides party supplies to other local 

businesses and organizations and members of the community for their event needs.  

12. Is the business associated with culturally significant events? 

No.  

13. Is the business associated with culturally significant persons? 

No.  
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14. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

Yes. The business is associated with the crafts and arts that go into event planning.  

15. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Yes. The 1909 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential 

historical significance. The property is considered a “Category A Property” as a contributor to 

the identified-eligible Lower Nob Hill Apartment Hotel historic district.     

16. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No.  

17. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

18. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. Hoodline, 5/19/2016, “Meet Dan Cerf of SF Party, Post Street’s Premier Party Proprietor,” by 

Stephen Jackson.  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Recommended by Staff 

 Expanse of transom windows above storefront windows 

 Projecting business sign 

 Awning business sign across front of building 

 Recessed entry doors 

 Colorful interior walls 

 Balloon display walls 
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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 783
HEARING DATE AUGUST 3, 2016

Case No.: 2016-008576LBR

Business Name: SF Party

Bacsiness Address: 939 Post Street

Zoning: RC-4 (Residential-Commercial, High Density)/

SO-T Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 0302/025

Applicant: Daniel Cerf, President

939 Post Street

San Francisco, CA 94133

Nominated By: Supervisor Jane Kim, District 6

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186

stephanie. cisnero s@sfgov. org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.6409

Planning
Information:
415.558.6377

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR SF PARTY,

CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 939 POST STREET (BLOCK/LOT 0302/025).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Downtown/Civic Center neighborhood's history

and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 3, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.

www.sfplanning.org



Resolution No. 783
August 3, 2016

CASE NO. 2016-008576LBR
939 Post Street

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

SF Party qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and

recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

• Expanse of transom windows above storefront windows

• Projecting business sign

• Awning business sign across front of building

• Recessed entry doors

• Colorficl interior walls

• Balloon display walls

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

008576LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED the Historic Preservation Commission

on August 3, 2016.

Jona .Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES: Hyland, Johnck, Johns, Pearlman, Matsuda, Wolfram

NOES: None

ABSENT: Hasz

ADOPTED: August 3, 2016
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