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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report

HEARING DATE AUGUST 8, 2016

COMMUNITY BOARDS

Nomination Date: January 6, 2016
Application No.: LBR-2015-16-004
Business Name: Community Boards
Business Address: 601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2040
District: District 5
Applicant: Darlene Weide, Executive Director
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Community Boards is a 501(c)(3) organization that provides public conflict-resolution services to the
Downtown/Civic Center neighborhood on Van Ness Avenue between Turk Street and Golden Gate Avenue. The
core mission of Community Boards is to empower communities and individuals with the strength, skills, and
resources needed to express and resolve conflicts peacefully and appropriately for their culture and environment.
Since it began in 1976, Community Boards has helped 50,000 residents resolve conflicts peacefully and trained
over 18,000 San Franciscans with community mediation skills. Although the organization has moved three times
since its inception, it has continually provided support and services pertaining to conflict resolution to each
neighborhood it has moved to and to the city of San Francisco as a whole.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in SF for 30 or more years, with no break in SF operations
exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

149 9th Street from 1976-1991 (15 years)
1540 Market Street, Suite 490 from 1991 to 2002 (11 years)
3130 24th Street from 2002-2012 (10 years)
601 Van Ness Avenue from 2013-Present (3 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Downtown/Civic Center neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:
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 Community Boards is the longest running, public mediation center in the United States, providing peaceful
conflict resolution to residents and communities throughout San Francisco through the efforts of trained,
diverse community volunteer mediators. The organization provides low-cost mediation, facilitation, conflict
resolution skills training and consultation throughout San Francisco.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 San Francisco Chronicle, 5/24/1993, “Democratic Export.”
 San Francisco Examiner, 11/17/1993, “Averting a potential teen tragedy,” by Scott Winokur.
 Connecticut Post, 2/12/1994, “Good neighbors are good communicators,” by Abigail Van Buren.
 The Sunday Examiner & Chronicle, 9/8/1996, “The Peacemakers in San Francisco’s Battlefields,” by

Marcus Chan.
 Westside Observer, June 2011, “Neighbor-on-Neighbor Disputes Resolved,” by Darlene Weide.
 The Potrero View, September 2011, “Dogpatch-Based Martial Arts Group Sponsors Week of Peace,” by

Jim Van Buskirk
 Mission Local, 3/19/2010, “Community Boards and SF Cops Meet to Promote Mediation,” by Anrica Deb.
 El Tecolote, 5/6/2011, “Local Community Boards organization uses mediation to resolve disputes,” by

Nicole Moreno.
 SFUSD, 6/10/2014, “Lincoln High School Senior Wins 2014 SF Peacemaker Award.”
 The Examiner, “SF student to be honored for peer mediation work,” 5/10/2015, by Laura Dudnick.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Community Boards qualifies for the Legacy Business
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed
physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Large room for mediations in current space that allows for small and large group mediations

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Community Boards currently
located at 601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2040 in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under
Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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San Francisco Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE AUGUST 8, 2016

COMMUNITY BOARDS

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Nomination Date: January 6, 2016
Application No.: LBR-2015-16-004
Business Name: Community Boards
Business Address: 601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2040
District: District 5
Applicant: Darlene Weide, Executive Director
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR COMMUNITY
BOARDS, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 601 VAN NESS AVENUE, SUITE 2040.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 8, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the San Francisco Small Business Commission hereby includes Community Boards in the
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the San Francisco Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the
below listed physical features and traditions at Community Boards:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
 Large room for mediations in current space that allows for small and large group mediations

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
August 8, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Filing Date: June 20, 2016 

Case No.: 2016-008509LBR 

Business Name: Community Boards    

Business Address: 601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2040  

Zoning: RC-4 (Residential-Commercial, High Density)/ 

 130-V Height and Bulk District 

Block/Lot: 0762/026 

Applicant:  Darlene Weide, Executive Director  

601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2040 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed, District 5 

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 

  

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Community Boards is a 501(c)(3) organization that provides public conflict-resolution services to the 

Downtown/Civic Center neighborhood on Van Ness Avenue between Turk Street and Golden Gate 

Avenue. The core mission of Community Boards is to empower communities and individuals with the 

strength, skills, and resources needed to express and resolve conflicts peacefully and appropriately for 

their culture and environment. Since it began in 1976, Community Boards has helped 50,000 residents 

resolve conflicts peacefully and trained over 18,000 San Franciscans with community mediation skills. 

Although the organization has moved three times since its inception, it has continually provided support 

and services pertaining to conflict resolution to each neighborhood it has moved to and to the city of San 

Francisco as a whole.  

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1976 

2. Is the business unique to San Francisco? 

Yes. Community Boards provides peaceful conflict resolution to residents and communities 

throughout San Francisco through the efforts of trained, diverse community volunteer mediators. 

Today, the organization provides low-cost mediation, facilitation, conflict resolution skills 

training and consultation throughout San Francisco, and operates the longest running, public 

mediation center in the United States.  

 

3. Is the business associated with culturally significant events? 

No. 
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4. Is the business associated with culturally significant persons? 

No. 

5. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

No.  

6. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building/structure/site/object/interior? 

No. The 1982 property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for 

potential historical significance. The property is considered a “Category C Property” due to its 

age.  

7. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

8. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

9. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. San Francisco Chronicle, 5/24/1993, “Democratic Export”; San Francisco Examiner, 

11/17/1993, “Averting a potential teen tragedy,” by Scott Winokur; Connecticut Post, 2/12/1994, 

“Good neighbors are good communicators,” by Abigail Van Buren; The Sunday Examiner & 

Chronicle, 9/8/1996, “The Peacemakers in San Francisco’s Battlefields,” by Marcus Chan; 

Westside Observer, June 2011, “Neighbor-on-Neighbor Disputes Resolved,” by Darlene Weide; 

The Potrero View, September 2011, “Dogpatch-Based Martial Arts Group Sponsors Week of 

Peace,” by Jim Van Buskirk; Mission Local, 3/19/2010, “Community Boards and SF Cops Meet to 

Promote Mediation,” by Anrica Deb;  El Tecolote, 5/6/2011, “Local Community Boards 

organization uses mediation to resolve disputes,” by Nicole Moreno; SFUSD, 6/10/2014, “Lincoln 

High School Senior Wins 2014 SF Peacemaker Award”; The Examiner, “SF student to be honored 

for peer mediation work,” 5/10/2015, by Laura Dudnick.  

 

 Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Recommended by Applicant 

 Large room for mediations in current space that allows for small and large group mediations 
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 773

HEARING DATE: JULY 20, 2016

Case No.: 2016-008509LBR

Business Name: Community Boards

Business Address: 601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2040

Zoning: RC-4 (Residential-Commercial, High Density)/

130-V Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 0762/026

Applicant: Darlene Weide, Executive Director

601 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 2040

San Francisco, CA 94102

Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed, District 5

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.6409

Planning
Information:
415.558.6377

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR COMMUNITY

BOARDS, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 601 VAN NESS AVENUE, SUITE 2040 (BLOCK/LOT

0762J026).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Downtown/Civic Center neighborhood's history

and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

..' ~ ~' •



Resolution No. 773 CASE NO.2016-008509LBR
July 20, 2016 601 Van Ness Avenue

Community Boards

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 20, 2016, the Historic Preservation Commission

reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry

nomination.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

Community Boards qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section

2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

• Large room for mediations in current space that allows for small and large group mediations

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file

2016-008509LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission

on July 20, 2016.

Christine L. Silva

Acting Commission Secretary

AYES: Hyland, Hasz, Johnck, Johns, Pearlman, Matsuda, Wolfram

NOES: None

ABSENT: None

ADOPTED: July 20, 2016
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