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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report

HEARING DATE AUGUST 8, 2016

TOY BOAT DESSERT CAFE

Nomination Date: November 19, 2015
Application No.: LBR-2015-16-002
Business Name: Toy Boat Dessert Café
Business Address: 401 Clement Street
District: District 1
Applicant: Jesse & Roberta Fink, Owners
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Toy Boat Dessert Café is a restaurant serving a variety of food and a wide selection of ice creams and desserts to
the Inner Richmond District on Clement Street between 5th Avenue and 6th Avenue. The café began in 1982 as a
place that welcomed both the old and young communities of the Inner Richmond District. The store itself contains
an eclectic collection of pop culture memorabilia, all of which are for sale.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in SF for 30 or more years, with no break in SF operations
exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

401 Clement Street from 1982-Present (34 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Richmond neighborhood's history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 While the business itself is not specifically unique to San Francisco, the café has, over the years, become a
platform for neighborhood and community activities. It has offered itself as a gathering space for the members
of the community to indulge in good food and great desserts and has also become a hub for politicians to
reach out to the community and become acquainted with the Richmond District. Toy Boat Dessert Café has
remained a constant core of the Richmond District.
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 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 SF Gate, 6/18/2011, “Jesse Fink keeps charm in, chains off Clement,” by Nellie Bowles.
 Hoodline News Online, 4/12/2016, “A Chat With Jesse Fink of the Inner Richmond’s Toy Boat Dessert

Café,” by Stephen Jackson.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Toy Boat Dessert Café qualifies for the Legacy Business
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed
physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Storefront and façade that dates to the 1900s along Clement Street, including the windows, doors, and band

of transom windows.
 Original 1982 projecting sign at the front façade.
 Interior shelving and toy displays.
 Decorative checkered tiling along interior walls.
 Checkered tiles along floor of interior.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Toy Boat Dessert Café currently
located at 401 Clement Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code
Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program



SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION C IT Y AND COUNT Y OF SAN FRANCISCO

MARK DW IGHT , PRESIDENT EDW IN M. LEE , MAYO R

REGINA D ICK-ENDRIZZI , D IRECTO R

SMALL BUSINESS ASSIST ANCE CENT ER / SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION
1 DR. CARLTO N B. GOODLETT PLACE, ROOM 110 , SAN FRANCISCO, CAL IFORNIA 94102-4681
Smal l Bus iness Ass is tance Cen ter ( 415) 554-6134 / Sm al l Bus iness Comm iss ion (415) 554-6408

San Francisco Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE AUGUST 8, 2016

TOY BOAT DESSERT CAFE

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Nomination Date: November 19, 2015
Application No.: LBR-2015-16-002
Business Name: Toy Boat Dessert Café
Business Address: 401 Clement Street
District: District 1
Applicant: Jesse & Roberta Fink, Owners
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR TOY BOAT
DESSERT CAFE, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 401 CLEMENT STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 8, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the San Francisco Small Business Commission hereby includes Toy Boat Dessert Café in
the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the San Francisco Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the
below listed physical features and traditions at Toy Boat Dessert Café:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
 Storefront and façade that dates to the 1900s along Clement Street, including the windows, doors, and band

of transom windows
 Original 1982 projecting sign at the front façade
 Interior shelving and toy displays
 Decorative checkered tiling along interior walls
 Checkered tiles along floor of interior

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
August 8, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Filing Date: June 20, 2016 

Case No.: 2016-008456LBR 

Business Name: Toy Boat Dessert Café   

Business Address: 401 Clement Street   

Zoning: NCD (Inner Clement Street Neighborhood Commercial)/ 

 40-X Height and Bulk District 

Block/Lot: 1437/001 

Applicant:  Jesse & Roberta Fink, Owners 

401 Clement Street 

San Francisco, CA 94118 

Nominated By: Supervisor Eric Mar, District 1 

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 

  

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Toy Boat Dessert Café is a restaurant serving a variety of food and a wide selection of ice creams and 

desserts to the Inner Richmond District on Clement Street between 5th Avenue and 6th Avenue. The café is 

located at the ground floor of a two-story, mixed-use, Italianate style building that was previously used 

as a saloon, as noted in the 1915 Sanborn Map. The café began in 1982 as a place that welcomed both the 

old and young communities of the Inner Richmond District. The store itself contains an eclectic collection 

of pop culture memorabilia, all of which are for sale.  

 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1982 

2. Is the business unique to San Francisco? 

While the business itself is not specifically unique to San Francisco, the café has, over the years, 

become a platform for neighborhood and community activities. It has offered itself as a gathering 

space for the members of the community to indulge in good food and great desserts and has also 

become a hub for politicians to reach out to the community and become acquainted with the 

Richmond District. Toy Boat Dessert Café has remained a constant core of the Richmond District.  

 

3. Is the business associated with culturally significant events? 

No. 

4. Is the business associated with culturally significant persons? 
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No. 

5. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

No.  

6. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Unknown. The 1900s property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for 

potential historical significance. The property is considered a “Category B Property” that requires 

further review per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical resources.  

7. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

8. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

9. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. SF Gate, 6/18/2011, “Jesse Fink keeps charm in, chains off Clement,” by Nellie Bowles; 

Hoodline News Online, 4/12/2016, “A Chat With Jesse Fink of the Inner Richmond’s Toy Boat 

Dessert Café,” by Stephen Jackson.  

 

 Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Recommended by Staff 

 Storefront and façade that dates to the 1900s along Clement Street, including the windows, doors, 

and band of transom windows 

 Original 1982 projecting sign at the front façade   

 Interior shelving and toy displays 

 Decorative checkered tiling along interior walls 

 Checkered tiles along floor of interior  
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 767

HEARING DATE: JULY 20, 2016

Case No.: 2016-008456LBR

Business Name: Toy Boat Dessert Cafe

Business Address: 401 Clement Street

Zoning: NCD (Inner Clement Street Neighborhood Commercial)/

40-X Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 1437/001

Applicant: Jesse &Roberta Fink, Owners

401 Clement Street

San Francisco, CA 94118

Nominated By: Supervisor Eric Mar, District 1

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.6409

Planning
Information:
415.558.6377

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR TOY BOAT DESSERT

CAFE, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 401 CLEMENT STREET (BLOCK/LOT 1437/001).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and
success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Richmond neighborhood's history and identity;

and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that
define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 20, 2016, the Historic Preservation Commission
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry
nomination.

•w' t • ~



Resolution No. 767 CASE NO.2016-008456LBR
July 20, 2016 401 Clement Street

Toy Boat Dessert Cafe

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

Toy Boat Dessert Cafe qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section

2A.242(b}(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

• Storefront and facade that dates to the 1900s along Clement Street, including the windows, doors, and

band of transom windows

• Origina11982 projecting sign at the front facade

• Interior shelving and toy displays

• Decorative checkered tiling along interior walls

• Checkered tiles along floor of interior

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file

2016-008456LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission

on July 20, 2016.

Christine L. Silva
Acting Commission Secretary

AYES: Hyland, Hasz, Johnck, Johns, Pearlman, Matsuda, Wolfram

NOES: None

ABSENT: None.

ADOPTED: July 20, 2016
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