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THE POTRERO VIEW 
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District:   District 10 
Applicant:   Bettina Cohen, Marketing Manager 
Nomination Date:  July 15, 2019 
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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
The Potrero View (the “View”) is San Francisco's oldest continuously published community newspaper, 
beginning in 1970. Dubbing themselves the “Potrero Hill Mob,” Bill and Jodie Dawson, Lenny Anderson, 
Micky Ostler and Rose Marie Sicoli launched The Potrero View out of the Dawson’s 284 Connecticut Street 
home. Aspiring to emerge into a newspaper that could influence municipal policy decisions, they received 
guidance from Eileen Maloney, their first editor who had journalism experience at Long Island’s Newsday and 
San Francisco's Progress. Potrero Hill resident Ruth Passen started contributing to the View in January 1971. 
That spring, Passen assumed editorial duties from Maloney, and in 1972, Passen succeeded the Dawsons 
as publisher of The Potrero View. She retired and turned the newspaper over to Steven Moss in 2006. 
 
The Potrero View began publishing its issues from offices in the basement of the Potrero Hill Neighborhood 
House in June 1972, not long after community advocate Enola Maxwell was elected director of the nonprofit. 
"The Nabe," as 953 De Haro is affectionately called by locals, is a Potrero Hill landmark, dating back to 1922, 
and has continuously housed churches or nonprofits that have a mission to serve community members in 
need, with an emphasis on youth and education. The business relocated once more to 1459 18th Street in 
January 2017. Steven Moss has improved the quality of the View's articles, maintaining a strong commitment 
to civic journalism. 
 
The business is located on the southwest corner of 18th Street and Connecticut Street in the Potrero Hill 
neighborhood. 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 
Yes, The Potrero View has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years: 
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284 Connecticut Street from 1970 to 1972 (2 years) 
953 De Haro Street from 1972 to 2006 (34 years) 
2325 Third Street, Suite 344 from 2007 to 2016 (9 years) 
1459 18th Street #214 from 2017 to Present (2 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, The Potrero View has contributed to the history and identity of the Potrero Hill neighborhood and San 
Francisco. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• The business is associated with the tradition of community newspapers. 
 
• The property has property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status code of “B” (Further 

Research Required). 
 

• The Potrero View is a member of the San Francisco Neighborhood Newspaper Association, is listed on 
SFNNA's website and is identified under community resources in the Potrero Dogpatch Merchants' 
Association's and Potrero Boosters annual business directories and monthly newsletters. View coverage 
has been picked up by the New York Times and San Francisco Chronicle. 
 
The book Images of America, San Francisco’s Potrero Hill, by Peter Linenthal, Abigail Johnston and the 
Potrero Hill Archives Project, refers to The Potrero View on page 127. Below a picture of View staff is a 
paragraph of text that begins: “The first issue of The Potrero View appeared on August 1, 1970…” The 
last sentence of text states: “The award-winning, all-volunteer View is a true community newspaper, 
drawing its inspiration from the diverse talents, interests, and concerns of the neighborhood it serves.” 
 
Elsewhere in this book, on page 119, there is a picture of a block party with several members of the 
community and the text identities Ruth Passen as editor of The Potrero View, alongside Art Agnos, who 
would be elected mayor of San Francisco later in the year. 

 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, The Potrero View is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
organization. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that The Potrero View qualifies for the Legacy Business 
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed 
physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Monthly free community newspaper publication. 
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CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Publication covering the Potrero Hill area. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include The Potrero View currently 
located at 1459 18th St., #214 in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative 
Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Program Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
 
 
 



CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
LONDON N. BREED, MAYOR 

 
  OFFICE OF SMALL BUSI NESS 

REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI ,  DIRECTOR 
 

 
 
 

1  DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROOM 140,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102-4681  
(415)  554-6134 /  www.s fos b.org  /  legacybus iness@sfgov. org  

Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE JANUARY 13, 2020 

 
THE POTRERO VIEW 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2019-20-007 
Business Name:  The Potrero View 
Business Address:  1459 18th St., #214 
District:   District 10 
Applicant:   Bettina Cohen, Marketing Manager 
Nomination Date:  July 15, 2019 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Shamann Walton 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR THE 
POTRERO VIEW, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1459 18TH STREET, #214. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on January 13, 2020, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes The Potrero View in the Legacy 
Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at The Potrero View: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Monthly free community newspaper publication. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain The Potrero View on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Publication covering the Potrero Hill area. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
January 13, 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2019-20-007 
Business Name:   The Potrero View 
Business Address:   1459 18th St., #214 
District:   District 10 
Applicant:    Bettina Cohen, Marketing Manager 
Nomination Date:   July 15, 2019 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Shamann Walton 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
284 Connecticut Street from 1970 to 1972 (2 years) 
953 De Haro Street from 1972 to 2006 (34 years) 
2325 Third Street, Suite 344 from 2007 to 2016 (9 years) 
1459 18th Street #214 from 2017 to Present (2 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: N/A 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: November 25, 2019 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 





Legacy Business Registry Application

1 DR. CARLTON B. GOODLETT PLACE, ROOM 140, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-46
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Section One:
Business / Applicant Information.

Please provide the following information:

The name, mailing address and other contact information of the business;

The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners,
identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business;

The name, title and contact information of the applicant;

The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the
Secretary of State, if applicable.

NAME OF BUSINESS:

BUSINESS OWNER(S)

(Identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business):

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS: TELEPHONE NUMBER:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS – STREET ADDRESS: MAILING ADDRESS – CITY AND STATE:

Same as Business Address

MAILING ADDRESS – ZIP CODE:

WEBSITE ADDRESS:

FACEBOOK PAGE:

TWITTER NAME:

APPLICANT’S NAME: APPLICANT’S TELEPHONE NUMBER:

APPLICANT’S TITLE: APPLICANT’S EMAIL ADDRESS:

SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER:

SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (If applicable):
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THE POTRERO VIEW 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

The first issue of The Potrero View (the “View”), San Francisco's oldest continuously published 
community newspaper, hit the streets on August 1, 1970. A front-page announcement in 
Volume One, Number One summarized the paper's mission and provided a glimpse into how 
the four-page inaugural issue made its way into print: 

“A regular neighborhood newspaper is the first step in the effort to bring this 
community together in order to solve our common problems. It will provide facts about 
events and issues as well as a forum where views of various segments of the community 
may be expressed. Letters will be printed as space allows. All this will help us to get to 
know each other better and to produce a better understanding of urban problems as 
they exist on Potrero Hill. 

“This effort is a continuation and expansion of the work of Bill and Jodie Dawson who 
for six months have produced “Hills & Dales,” a newsletter for the Hill. Now with some 
additional volunteer help, we've been able to put out this first issue of The Potrero 
View.” 

Dubbing themselves the “Potrero Hill Mob,” Bill and Jodie Dawson, Lenny Anderson, Micky 
Ostler and Rose Marie Sicoli launched The Potrero View out of the Dawson’s 284 Connecticut 
Street home. Aspiring to emerge into a newspaper that could influence municipal policy 
decisions, they received guidance from Eileen Maloney, a transplanted New Yorker who had 
journalism experience at Long Island’s Newsday and San Francisco's Progress. The Mob met in 
July 1970; Eileen came on board as the View's first editor.  

Potrero Hill resident Ruth Passen started contributing to the View in January 1971. That spring, 
Ruth assumed editorial duties from Eileen. In 1972, Ruth succeeded the Dawsons as publisher 
of The Potrero View.  

The Potrero View began publishing its issues from offices in the basement of the Potrero Hill 
Neighborhood House in June 1972, not long after community advocate Enola Maxwell was 
elected director of the nonprofit. "The Nabe," as 953 De Haro is affectionately called by locals, 
is a Potrero Hill landmark, dating back to 1922, and has continuously housed churches or 



nonprofits that have a mission to serve community members in need, with an emphasis on 
youth and education. 

A collaborative friendship developed between Ruth Passen and Enola Maxwell during the more 
than three decades the View's headquarters were in the Nabe's basement; Enola hired Ruth to 
be the Nabe's office manager in the late-1970s. 

Ruth served for more than three decades at the helm of The Potrero View, working alongside 
volunteer writers and proofreaders. Ruth retired from the free monthly paper in 2006, turning 
the reins over to Steven Moss.  

A keen interest in civic engagement and community-building, as well as a dedication to Potrero 
Hill, led Steven, then a six-year Kansas Street resident, to succeed Ruth as the View's publisher. 
At the time, Steven was directing San Francisco Community Power, a nonprofit that trained and 
employed low-income Bayview, Dogpatch and Potrero Hill residents to deploy energy- and 
water-saving devices, as part of a successful effort to close the Hunters Point and Potrero 
power plants. Steven met Ruth as a result of his community activism, and periodically wrote 
articles for the paper. In her eighties, Ruth was looking for a worthy successor when she 
decided to sell the paper to Steven in 2006.  

The Potrero View office moved to 2325 Third Street in 2007. By 2010, the View expanded its 
coverage area to include the growing neighborhoods of Mission Bay and South of Market, as 
well as, for a brief time, the Bayview. The business relocated once more to 1459 18th Street in 
January 2017. Steven Moss has improved the quality of the View's articles, maintaining a strong 
commitment to civic journalism. He continues to serve as editor and publisher today. 

Nearing a half-century of continuous community coverage, The Potrero View continues to 
publish stories about local personalities, mom and pop businesses, land use issues, schools, and 
other topics of local interest. It prints 11,000 issues monthly. The View has reported on news 
stories which have helped community residents more effectively engage civically, related to 
land use, transportation, and energy. It's championed a number of initiatives, including the 
election of notable politicians, such as Nancy Pelosi; the closure of the Hunters Point and 
Potrero power plants; and covered public bus re-routings and the provision of public amenities. 
It regularly features stories on local artists, musicians, and the cultural scene. 

In February 2019, Ruth Passen passed away. Her legacy lives on through the continued success 
of The Potrero View. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

The View has been in continuous operation since April 1970. 



c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

The View is not a family-owned business, though it has had significant staff continuity over long 
periods of time. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

The View's ownership history is as follows: 

1970 to 1972:  Bill and Jodie Dawson 
1972 to 2007:  Ruth Passen 
2007 to Present: Steven Moss 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Documentation of the existence of the business verifying it has been in operation for more than 
30 years is provided in this Legacy Business Registry application. Note that the View maintains 
electric or print archives that date to 1970. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The historic resource status of the building that houses the business is classified by the Planning 
Department as Category B, Unknown / Age Eligible, with regard to the California Environmental 
Quality Act. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

From its earliest days, the View has reported on land use, transportation, candidates for local 
office, ballot initiatives and mom-and-pop businesses. There was a gossip column, "The Nose 
Knows." Friends, neighbors, acquaintances and even a 49ers football player would find their 
name under the "Birthdays" column. The View has celebrated births, mourned deaths and 
illuminated stories about the community's artists. It has been a forum for discussion of issues, 
giving voice directly to readers through the publication of opinion pieces and letters to the 



editor. The View has provided many pages worth of low- or no-cost ads to local nonprofits that 
cater to underserved communities in its coverage area. It's always been free to the public. 

The View's regular coverage of neighborhood merchants has reinforced "buy local" activities. Its 
features on schools, churches, homeless services, healthcare facilities and nonprofits has 
helped nurture community engagement in charitable causes. The View's monthly Community 
Calendar provides a free bulletin board for a wide variety of cultural events, volunteer 
opportunities and public meeting announcements. Its monthly birthday announcements and 
kids' photo contest have given children and their parents great joy. 

Newspapers provide an historical record of the communities they serve, vital to the fabric of 
any neighborhood. Print editions of the View continue to hit the streets on the first of each 
month; a few weeks later an online edition is published on the View's website. A digital archive 
going back to the first issue can be found there. The archives help preserve local history, while 
adding to the legacy of The Potrero View. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

The View covers significant events in the neighborhood. It has regularly endorsed candidate for 
the District 10 seat on Board of Supervisors and covered of local elections. It provides a bulletin 
board of upcoming events in its monthly Community Calendar. The View sponsors a monthly 
Kids’ Photos contest for schoolchildren. Winners see their photos published and receive cash 
prizes.  

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

The View is itself an historical record that has chronicled its own story from its origins, with calls 
for volunteer support and periodic reports on the paper's growth and struggles. The paper's 
history can be traced through back issues on the website's online archives. The Potrero View is 
a member of the San Francisco Neighborhood Newspaper Association, is listed on SFNNA's 
website and is identified under community resources in the Potrero Dogpatch Merchants' 
Association's and Potrero Boosters annual business directories and monthly newsletters. View 
coverage has been picked up by the New York Times and San Francisco Chronicle. 

The book Images of America, San Francisco’s Potrero Hill, by Peter Linenthal, Abigail Johnston 
and the Potrero Hill Archives Project, refers to The Potrero View on page 127. Below a picture of 
View staff is a paragraph of text that begins: “The first issue of The Potrero View appeared on 
August 1, 1970…” The last sentence of text states: “The award-winning, all-volunteer View is a 
true community newspaper, drawing its inspiration from the diverse talents, interests, and 
concerns of the neighborhood it serves.” 



Elsewhere in this book, on page 119, there is a picture of a block party with several members of 
the community and the text identities Ruth Passen as editor of The Potrero View, alongside Art 
Agnos, who would be elected mayor of San Francisco later in the year. 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Ruth Passen and Enola Maxwell are significant people associated with The Potrero View. Ruth 
was a longtime View editor and publisher, dedicating more than three decades to the business. 
Enola was a community advocate who became director of the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House 
and soon after offered the View space in the basement for its headquarters. The View remained 
in this location for more than 30 years, owing largely to the collaborative friendship between 
Ruth and Enola. 

Local politicians who live in the area and whose campaigns for office were covered in the View 
have included Art Agnos and John Burton. 

The distinctive front-page banner artwork of The Potrero View is a sketch of the sweeping view 
over San Francisco Bay by longtime Potrero Hill artist Giacomo Patri. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Every month, the View publishes in-depth articles that inform people who live and work in the 
community of local news. It provides a voice for the community by regularly seeking feedback 
from business and neighborhood leaders, frequently quoting them in news articles. It often 
runs stories about nonprofits that serve low-income families in the community. Reporters cover 
City Hall, the Port of San Francisco and a variety of community meetings. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

The View covers the economically and ethnically diverse neighborhoods of Potrero Hill, 
Dogpatch, Mission Bay and South of Market, the epicenter of San Francisco's most vibrant 
growth in development, population and jobs. Residents live in dwellings that vary from single 
family homes to public housing, market- and below-market-rate condominiums and apartment 
buildings. Advertisers include longtime local merchants who are able to reach customers who 
live in walking distance of their stores and restaurants. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

This does not apply. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 



If the View were to cease publication, readers would lose in-depth coverage focused keenly on 
local issues provided by a free, independent neighborhood newspaper. Public meeting 
announcements and cultural events could no longer be listed in the paper's Community 
Calendar; local businesses such as The Good Life Grocery and Farley's would not be able to 
reach customers through the advertisements they run, nor would these and other merchants 
new and old receive the free press that a neighborhood newspaper routinely provides them in 
local color stories. Readers' viewpoints would not be printed as opinion pieces or letters to the 
editor. A monthly photo contest for schoolchildren would no longer be offered. Businesses that 
distribute the paper for free would not be able to provide a complimentary incentive for 
customers to visit and pick up a copy. After almost 50 years of having a neighborhood 
newspaper, Potrero Hill would lose a part of its identity, a thread in the fabric that helps hold 
the community together. 

Editor and publisher Steven Moss wrote in a March 2018 editorial, "The View continues to fill a 
niche that no other source occupies: substantive news and information about the people, 
places, and events influencing our community. No other media regularly covers what's going on 
in our schools, with local merchants, and residents' lives and deaths, among other 
neighborhood concerns. For many, the View provides an essential contribution to what makes 
Dogpatch and Potrero Hill special." 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

The View is a monthly gift to its readers, offering civic journalism as embodied in editorials, 
letters to the editor, photographs, cartoons, artwork, book reviews, humor, a community 
calendar and advertisements, printed every month, available free at local stores, libraries and 
the Potrero Hill Neighborhood House. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

The Potrero View is committed to maintaining its historical tradition as a monthly newspaper 
serving the neighborhoods of Potrero Hill, Dogpatch, Mission Bay and South of Market. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Not applicable. 



d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Documentation that demonstrates that the business has been a newspaper for 49 years is 
included in this Legacy Business Registry application. 
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Local issues pressing for S.F. 
community papers 
MEDIA 

By John Wildermuth 
 Published 4:00 am PDT, Monday, August 9, 2010 

 

Photo: Chad Ziemendorf, The Chronicle 
Steven Moss, publisher of the Potrero View, stops for a portrait at Farley's coffee shop in celebration of 
the 40th anniversary of the publication in San Francisco, Calif., on Friday, August 6, 2010. 



PG&E is brightening the street lights along Persia Avenue in the Excelsior. Richmond 

District residents are upset that Muni buses are now running along 15th Avenue. The 

reopened Potrero Hill public library is boosting business on 20th Street. 

 

For San Francisco's vibrant neighborhood newspapers, local issues are the ones that 

bring in readers. 

 

"We serve as the neighborhood hall and the village square," said Steven Moss, 

publisher of the Potrero View, which celebrates its 40th anniversary this month. 

 

The 16 mostly monthly papers that are members of the 22-year-old San Francisco 

Neighborhood Newspaper Association cover just about every part of the city and 

combine to put out about 300,000 copies each month. That doesn't include other city 

papers that publish less frequently. 

 

"A lot of the core papers have been around quite awhile," said Glenn Gullmes, a 

trustee of the association and editor and publisher of the West Portal Monthly. "We've 

got a niche." 

 

The free papers generally feature an eclectic mix of stories focusing on local issues, 

neighborhood reviews, crime news, columns and community event listings, tucked 

alongside as many ads as possible. 

 

That local focus is essential, Gullmes said. Using volunteers and a few low-paid 

stringers, the papers can cover neighborhood issues in a way larger, more regionally 

oriented papers like The Chronicle could never do. 

 

"Even if the larger papers had dedicated reporters to cover local meetings, no large daily 

would be able to cover all these meetings," he said. 

 

The Potrero View "is really my local paper," said Ann Crone as she sat outside Farley's 

coffee shop on 18th Street. "It's fun to read when you know the people and places." 

 



But local newspapers aren't a "one size fits all" business, Gullmes cautioned. 

 

"Every neighborhood paper has its own style," he said. "What works in one doesn't 

necessarily work in another." 

 

The San Francisco BayView, for example, bills itself as a "national black newspaper." Its 

current issue features a story by Nyese Joshua telling why she's running for District 10 

supervisor alongside pieces about black pot farmers and conditions in Haiti. 

 

Proud sense of advocacy 
 

El Tecolote, which also celebrates its 40th anniversary this month, is a bilingual paper 

out of the Mission that makes no apology for being an advocate. 

 

"We do get involved in issues that affect the community," said Eva Martinez, executive 

director of Acción Latina, the nonprofit that publishes the paper. "We want to see how 

we can best serve the people who read our paper." 

 

The Potrero View shows what a concerned local paper can accomplish over four 

decades, said Moss, who took over from the newspaper's founder, Ruth Passen, in 

2006. 

 

The current anniversary issue looks back at some of the paper's - and the community's - 

victories over the years, including a fight against then-Supervisor Dianne Feinstein's 

1977 effort to force porn shops and theaters to move to a "combat zone" in the industrial 

areas below Potrero Hill and the 2002 battle to stop Mirant Corp. from expanding 

the Potrero Power Plant. 

 

"We try to do pieces that take on complex community issues," such as push for 

development in and around Potrero Hill, said Moss, who has a day job as executive 

director of San Francisco Community Power, an environmental group, and is a 

candidate to replace the termed-out Sophie Maxwell as District 10 supervisor. 

 



'Like dealing with family' 
 

But the paper also includes news about local elementary schools, a police-supplied list of 

local crime statistics, and a community calendar that includes art shows, concerts, 

fundraisers and other local events, along with plenty of pictures. 

 

Running a neighborhood paper requires a delicate sense of balance, Moss said. 

 

"We get some angry letters," he said. "But a neighborhood newspaper is like dealing 

with family. You're telling secrets and have to draw the line somewhere." 

 

Those same concerns that can spark a testy late-night phone call or sharp words at the 

local coffee shop also show just how important local issues are in a city like San 

Francisco. 

 

"Most people here identify more with their neighborhood than with the city as a whole," 

Moss said. "People are from the Bayview, Potrero Hill or Glen Park, then they're from 

San Francisco." 

 

That's just fine with Moss and other local publishers, whose businesses are inextricably 

linked to their own neighborhoods. 

 

"We're not looking for the hipsters, the young people who move around a lot," Moss 

said. "The people who settle down and become part of the neighborhood - they're our 

readers." 

 



T
he id eaofstar tin gapr in tn ewspaper tod aywould be seen

asquain t.T he ease ofcom m un icatin gin the In ter n etage

isshar plyd iffer en tthan the challen ge faced 45year sago

by five P otr er o H ill r esid en ts who wan ted to keep their

n eighbor sin for m ed aboutim por tan tgoin gs-on .

B illan d Jod ie Dawson , together withL en n yA n d er son – whose

con scien tiousobjector statusd ur in gthe d r aftr equir ed him to

M e n u   

S E R V I N G T H E P OT R E R O H I L L , D OG P A T C H , M I S S I ON B A Y , & S OM A

N E I G H B OR H OOD S S I N C E 1 9 7 0

P ublished on A ugust,2015 — in News — byL ester Zeid m an

V i e w C e le b r a t e s 45 Ye a r s o f

C o m m u n i t yN e w s
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d o“com m un ityser vice”– M ickyO stler , an d R ose M ar ie Sicoli,

tookupjustthatchallen ge.In Jan uar y1970theylaun ched , out

ofthe Dawson ’s C on n ecticutStr eethouse, a n ewsletter they

called “H illsan d Dales.” T hispr ecur sor to T he P otr er o V iew

waswr itten on a legal-sized sheetofpaper .Itsar ticleswer e

typed on a blue sten cilan d pr in ted on St.T er esa of A vila

C atholic C hur ch’s m im eogr aph m achin e. T he han d out was

d istr ibuted thr oughlocalbusin esses,fr ee.A tthe tim e itwasthe

on ly way to effectively d issem in ate localn ews to im m ed iate

n eighbor s. 

H ills an d Dales cam e out spor ad ically, but its foun d er s

r em ain ed con vin ced ofthe n eed for acom m un ityn ewspaper ,

an d began br oad en in gitsscope tocover the socialissuesofthe

d ay.W an tin g to becom e ar ealn ewspaper , on e thatcould get

C ity H all’satten tion , the gr oup tur n ed for guid an ce to E ileen

M alon ey, a tr an splan ted New Y or ker who had n ewspaper

exper ien ce at L on g Islan d ’s Newsd ay, an d San Fr an cisco’s

P r ogr ess.

T he foun d er sm etwithE ileen on July13, 1970.B ythe en d ofthe

m eetin g E ileen was on boar d as ed itor .T han ks to her , the

P otr er oH illM ob, astheycalled them selves, pr od uced the fir st

issue ofT he P otr er o V iew on A ugustI, justthr ee weeksafter

thatfatefuleven in g.

T he n ew n am e wasO stler ’sin spir ation .H e waslookin gouthis

win d ow on e m or n in g,an d the title “T he P otr er oV iew”cam e to

him . It sim ultan eously ackn owled ged the com m un ity’s

“fam ous view” an d “our poin t of view.” A s ther e’d be a

political slan t to the paper , the M ob wan ted all to kn ow

— especiallyC ityH all— thatthisn ewspaper wasfr om P otr er o

H ill.

G on e wer e the d ays of typin g sten cils for m im eogr aphin g.

A r ticleswer e typed on IB M Selectr ics, head lin eswer e cr eated

with r ubd own type, an d photogr aphswer e m ad e in toscr een ed

pr in ts.T hese elem en ts wer e pasted on layoutsheets, which

wer e d eliver ed tothe pr in ter byhan d , viacar or bicycle, aslate

asm id n ightbefor e the d ay the paper wassched uled to go to

pr ess.T hislabor iouspr ocesscon tin ued m or e or lesswithout

the aid ofcom puter sun tilthe late-1990s.
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“A r egular n eighbor hood n ewspaper is the fir ststep in the

effor tto br in g thiscom m un ity together in or d er to solve our

com m on pr oblem s,” r ead a statem en tin T he P otr er o V iew’s

fir stissue, which waspublished “in the hope thatP otr er o H ill

m ightcom e together .”T he M obgr ew.B ythe en d of1970,m an y

n ew volun teer swer e par ticipatin g, m ostlyun n am ed , un tilthe

fir ststaffboxappear ed in Novem ber 1970.T he staffn um ber ed

seven people,sixlisted as“con tr ibutor s.”R ealizin gm on eywas

n eed ed tocon tin ue fun ction in gthe M obsuggested thatr ead er s

subscr ibe for am er e $2per year .

R uthP assen becam e acon tr ibutor in the Jan uar y1971issue an d

was pr om oted to “staff” in Febr uar y.T he fir st d isplay ad s

appear ed in that Febr uar y ed ition ; n on e of those or igin al

ad ver tiser s existtod ay.C hip’s L iquor s, “ask for B ig L ou” –

18th an d C on n ecticutstr eets – DeR osa B r os.G r ocer y, which

celebr ated its50th an n iver sar y, havin gopen ed in 1921at20th

an d A r kan sas;T he FabulousG r eekat17than d Kan sas,claim in g

to be “S.F.’s m ost talked about cocktailloun ge”;an d T he

H ollan d er ,ar estaur an ton the cor n er n ow occupied byG oatH ill

P izza,whose ad ver tisem en twaspr in ted upsid e d own .

W hen M alon ey leftthe paper in the spr in g of1971, “we wer e

thor oughlyschooled in her wr itin g, ed itin gan d d esign styles,”

wr ote L en n y A n d er son on the occasion ofher d eath in 1997,

“an d we tr ied tor em ain tr ue towhatshe taughtus.B utn on e of

usever m atched her ability to cutto the jugular an d getthe

stor y.”L en n yhim selfleftthe paper ayear later .

B yA ugust1971, the V iew waseightpages;the staffhad towor k

har d to fillthose extr a colum n in ches.Sin ce a fr ee pr esscan

also in clud e a fun pr ess, a r ecipe for “C ar p C ar ousel,” which

appear ed on P age 8, in str ucted r ead er son stuffin gafr eshcar p

withchocolate cake an d goatm ilk, boilin git“un tilten d er ”an d

ser vin g the d ish with lim a bean s “as a tr eatfor the kid s.”

L ovely.T he V iew r etur n ed tofour pagesthe n extm on th.

B y M ay 1972, the M ob had outgr own the space available to

them on C on n ecticutStr eet.T heir pleafor help r esulted in an

“over whelm in g r espon se.” T hey lan d ed on the gr oun d floor

–whichwaspar tbasem en taswell– ofan an n extothe P otr er o

H illNeighbor hood H ouse, wher e theyr em ain ed for the n ext32
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year s.R id in g this wave ofsuccess, they asked r ead er s for a

filin gcabin et.

P oliticalad salso appear ed in the Jun e 1972 issue, in clud in g a

“R e-electJohn B ur ton for C on gr ess” ad , alon g with P otr er o

H ill’sown B ob G on zalesad vocatin gfor the sam e seat.Shir ley

C hisholm boughtan ad for her “outr ageous”r un for P r esid en t,

butthe V iew r ecom m en d ed Dem ocr atG eor ge M cG over n in the

Jun e pr im ar y. G eor ge d id n otbuyan ad .

T he V iew, which tod ay is San Fr an cisco’s old estcon tin ually

published n eighbor hood n ewspaper , abr uptly d isappear ed

O ctober 1972.T he Novem ber issue asked r ead er s if they’d

m issed the paper an d ad m itted to a m on th ofr eflection on

what’d been accom plished an d wher e m on eym ightbe foun d to

keep publishin g. T he or igin alm em ber sofH illsan d Daleshad

d isappear ed fr om the staff box.H owever , O stler an d Sicoli

con tin ued the r elation ship they’d d eveloped wor kin g together

on the paper ; they m ar r ied in 1978. New M ob m em ber s

appear ed who would last for d ecad es:  Jan et C ox, R uth

G old ham m er , P eggy O hta, B ob H ayes, Jon G r een bur g, V as

A r n autoff, an d L ar r y G on ick, am on g other s, alljoin ed R uth

P assen asr egular con tr ibutor sin 1970san d ear ly‘80s.

T he Decem ber 1972 issue an n oun ced thatM cG over n had lost

the election butwon P otr er oH illin alan d slid e, with62per cen t

votin g for him .P r esid en tNixon , who would r esign the office

within twoyear s, gar n er ed lessthan 20per cen tofthe vote.A s

with allsubsequen telection s, P assen tr aveled to C ity H allto

r etr ieve votin g r esults for in d ivid ualpr ecin cts. H illpr ecin ct

voteswer e tabulated an d labor iously typed out– tab, space,

space, type – an d n oted in the V iew.In the sam e issue wasthe

begin n in g of a n ew tr ad ition ; the appear an ce of the V iew

H olid ayC ookie R ecipe.Nofishor lim abean swer e in volved .

It’shar d n otto see the pr esen twhen you visitthe past.E ar ly

P otr er oV iewscon tain ed m an yar ticlesthatr eflecttod ay’son -

goin gcon cer n s.A pleafor m or e m en talhealth ser vices;alack

ofsuppor tfor apoten tial“souther n cr ossin g” ofthe bay;an d

the after m athofan oilspillwer e alln oted in Febr uar y1971.B y

Jun e 1972, a r egion alvote washeld to d ecid e the fate ofthe

souther n cr ossin g, with afr on tpage ed itor ialtitled “Souther n
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span yesor n o.”T he eight-lan e fr eewaywasestim ated tocost

$556 m illion an d in clud ed aB ayFr on tFr eewaythatr an fr om

San M ateo to the 280fr eeway en tir ely on the bay.T he V iew

r ecom m en d ed a“NO ”vote.

L astyear the V iew pr in ted an ar ticle head ed “T he Scen ts of

P otr er oH ill.”Itwar m lyd escr ibed var iousar om aspr od uced on

the H ill, in clud in gFir stSpice M ixin gC om pan yatM ar iposaan d

A r kan sas str eets, equatin g the scen ts em an atin g fr om that

establishm en tto thatofa r estaur an t.In A ugust1971, a V iew

ar ticle titled “T he Sm ellsofP otr er o H ill” had alittle m or e to

wor k with.“O ur s is a m or e or less pleasan tod or ,” said M r .

M ar kham ofFir stSpice M ixin g, an d then in d icted hisn eighbor

acr ossthe str eetatthe SafewayC offee P lan t, on 1501M ar iposa

Str eet, asthe wor stolfactor y offen d er .“’T he sm ellofcoffee

isn ’tbad ’r em ar ked a kin d r eception ist, who gave the V iew a

fr ee cupofthe stuff,”an d told them , “W hatyou oughttod ois

checkoutthatspice factor yacr ossthe str eet.”T he H illsuffer ed

whatwer e kn own as“sm ellspells.” T he ar ticle m en tion ed a

n um ber ofcom pan iesin “B utcher town ” thatwer e to blam e: 

R oyalT allow an d SoapC o.,at429 A m ad or Str eet;Jam esA llen &

Son s, a m eat pr ocessin g plan t at T hir d an d E van s;P acific

R en d er in g C o., “n ext to the d um p,” pr om pted the V iew to

d escr ibe the ar om a ther e as“viscous;” an em ployee d eclar ed

that, “T heypaym e $16,000ayear soId on ’tgive ad am n what

itsm ellslike.”A n other localoffen d er wasthe P ion eer SoapC o.

at18than d C ar olin a,whichpr ocessed tallow an d phosphatesto

m ake in d ustr ialan d laun d r ysoap – “G lobo” – which cr eated

whatthe V iew ter m ed “am uskysm ell.” Itwasackn owled ged

thatlittle gotd on e “un tilthe sm ellsr eached T elegr aphH ill.”

T he P otr er o V iew followed up in Decem ber 1971, an d r epor ted

that the Safeway C offee P lan t would “alleviate or possibly

elim in ate the od or ” bySeptem ber 1972, citin gapetition fr om

29 H illr esid en tstothe B ayA r eaA ir P ollution C on tr olDistr ict.

T he V iew alsor epor ted in Febr uar y1976 aboutthe B estFood s

P lan tat18than d B r yan t, “asour ce ofn oxiousod or stoP otr er o

H illr esid en ts sin ce 1940” an d their effor ts to cor r ect the

pr oblem .

M un iwan ted toacquir e eightacr esoflan d in the “DogP atch”

ar ea, r epor ted the V iew in Jan uar y1972.T he followin gm on th,a

fr on t page box apologized to the “people livin g n ear the
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p r o p o s ed M un i c a r -b a r n ” fo r r efer r i n g t o t h e a r ea a s Do g

P a t c h ,s t a t i n g t h a t i t wa s i n fa c t “a c o n c er n ed a n d a c t i ve p a r t o f

t h e P o t r er o H i ll a n d i n n o wa y r es em b led t h e c h a o t i c

c o m m un i t y o fL i ’l A b n er c o m i c s t r i p fa m e.”T h e fr o n t p a g e a ls o

a n n o un c ed E n o la M a xwell h a d b een n a m ed t h e n ew exec ut i ve

d i r ec t o r o ft h e P o t r er o H i ll Nei g h b o r h o o d H o us e a ft er a fi ve-

m o n t h va c a n c y ;a t t h r ee d i ffer en t m eet i n g s b o a r d o fd i r ec t o r s

“wr a n g led ” wi t h M s .M a xwell’s s up p o r t er s .T h e fi n a l vo t e,

h o wever ,wa s “m a r ked b y un i t y a n d c o o p er a t i o n .” M a xwell

h ea d ed t h e N a b e wi t h vi g o r a n d c h a r i s m a un t i l h er d ea t h i n

2003

T h e p a p er c o n t i n ued i n 1972 wi t h m o r e p lea s fo r c o m m un i t y

h elp ,a n d h o p efully m o r e m o n ey .“R i g h t n o w t h i s un i que a n d

r em a r ka b ly lo c a l m o n t h ly i s h ea d i n g fo r t h e r o ug h es t p er i o d o f

i t s y o un g li fe.”B y n o w,s t a ffh a d d ec li n ed t o “la t ely well un d er

t en ,”t h o ug h 13p eo p le wer e m en t i o n ed i n t h e s t a ffb o x.B ut t h e

V i ew c o n t i n ued o n a n d b y A ug us t a n n o un c ed i t s s ec o n d

b i r t h d a y p a r t y a t M c K i n ley P a r k,wi t h m us i c ,p a i n t i n g ,a n d a

g lue-i n .

M a xwell h a d a “m o d es t p r o p o s a l”wh er eb y b la c kp eo p le wo uld

r efr a i n fr o m b ei n g a r r es t ed fo r t h e s um m er .“B la c k p eo p le a r e

t h e g r ea t es t s up p o r t er s o ft h e lo c a l p o li c e.W e p r o vi d e h i g h -

p a y i n g jo b s fo r m a n y p eo p le i n t h e la w en fo r c em en t fi eld .”Sh e

n o t ed t h e “s t r a n g e r ela t i o n s h i p ” wi t h la w en fo r c em en t .

“[B la c k p eo p le]c la i m fea r o ft h e p o li c e,y et wer e i t n o t fo r

B la c ks t h e p o li c e fo r c e c o uld b e d r a s t i c a lly c ut .”

P et e C h i o t r a s c eleb r a t ed h i s s t o r e’s 50t h a n n i ver s a r y o n R h o d e

Is la n d St r eet .“It wa s o n e o ft h r ee M o m m a a n d P o p p a g r o c er i es

o n P o t r er o H i ll wh i c h r em a i n wi t h t h e o r i g i n a l fa m i li es ,”n o t ed

t h e a r t i c le,a s well a s P et e’s n ew “p o wer ful” G er m a n Sh ep a r d

d o g t h a t t o o k up s t a t i o n n ea r t h e fr o n t d o o r .C o n c er n s a b o ut

fut ur e h o ld -up s wer e d i m i n i s h ed .

Sep t em b er ’s fr o n t p a g e d ec la r ed t h e “V i ew Sh i n d i g ”a “Sh i n i n g

Suc c es s ” a n d i n fa c t ,t h e c o m m un i t y s eem ed t o b e a c t ua lly

c o m i n g t o g et h er .V i ew s t a ffc o o ked m o r e t h a n 400ea r s o fc o r n ;

p eo p le s h a r ed fo o d ,m us i c ,a n d fun .B o b Sa p o r i t i a n d F r i en d s

wer e t o p la y a n a c o us t i c s et ,“b ut d ue t o t ec h n i c a l d i ffi c ult i es

p la y ed elec t r i c a n d t ur n ed i n a fi n e s et o f r o c k n ’r o ll.” A
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c en t er fo ld o fp i c t ur es d ep i c t ed p eo p le en jo y i n g t h em s elves a t

P o t r er o H i ll’s fa vo r i t e p a r k.

“A n d t h e V i ew even p i c ked up a few n ew s ub s c r i b er s a n d

c er t a i n ly s o m e n ew fr i en d s ,” s t a t ed t h e a r t i c le. Ni n et een

p eo p le wer e n a m ed i n t h e s t a ffb o x.It wo uld n ’t b e t h e la s t p a r t y

a t M c K i n ley P a r k.T h e 1973g a t h er i n g wa s c a n c elled ,b ut i n 1975

t h e V i ew d ec la r ed t h ei r r ec en t p a r t y a “H ug e Suc c es s ” b ut

h i n t ed b r o a d ly t h a t “W o uld n ’t i t b e n i c e t o h a ve s o m eo n e els e

s p o n s o r ”a n o t h er p a r t y ?

A y ea r la t er ,1973,a n ew n ei g h b o r h o o d i d en t i t y s eem ed t o b e

jelli n g , wi t h t h e Do g p a t c h C o m m un i t y Develo p m en t

A s s o c i a t i o n a n d Y o ut h C o un c i l a b o ut t o b e fo r c ed t o m o ve a s a

r es ult o f t h e M un i c a r b a r n b ei n g “P lo p p ed o n Do g p a t c h .”

Do g p a t c h wa s d es c r i b ed a s “a c o m m un i t y o f500lo c a t ed a t t h e

b o t t o m o f P o t r er o H i ll; i t h a s 95 p er c en t un em p lo y m en t .”

T em p er s fla r ed wh en Do g p a t c h r es i d en t J a m es H o lley s h o ut ed

“Y o u’r e g o n n a p ut a c a b le c a r b a r n i n t h e m i d d le o fDo g p a t c h

wh en M un i d o es n ’t h a ve o n e b la c k r ep a i r m a n .” A p p a r en t ly

t h ey d i d jus t t h a t b ut t h e c o lo r o ft h e M un i wo r kfo r c e c h a n g ed

a s well.

T h e Sep t em b er 1973i s s ue d eb ut ed t h e m a s t h ea d we’r e fa m i li a r

wi t h t o d a y . G i a c o m o P a t r i , wh o exp a n d ed o n J a n Sa b r e’s

o r i g i n a l s ket c h es ,d es i g n ed i t ,a n d i n 1978 a d d ed m o r e wa ves t o

t h e b a y .In t h e i s s ue T h e P ea c e & F r eed o m P a r t y a n n o un c ed t h e

fo r m a t i o n o fa “fo o d c o n s p i r a c y ” a n d T h e M o b d ec la r ed “O ur

H i lls A r en ’t Sa fe.” B y n o w,T h e F a b ulo us G r eek h a d m o r p h ed

i n t o T h e Do wn b ea t a n d A llen ’s B a r -B -Q wa s s er vi n g “ea s t er n

r i b s a n d b eef” a t 300C o n n ec t i c ut .A r t i s t R ut h C r a va t h fi n a lly

c o m p let ed h er s t a t ue o fSt .F r a n c i s a t C a n d les t i c kP a r k,d ela y ed

d ue t o t h e p la c em en t o fa h a lo o n t h e s t a t ue. 

T h e V i ew h a d s uc c es s fully r a i s ed a wa r en es s o fa la c ko ft r a ffi c

s i g n s o n t h e H i ll;i t even g o t n ew s up er vi s o r Quen t i n K o p p t o

a d vo c a t e fo r a s t o p s i g n a t 18 t h a n d C o n n ec t i c ut .In No vem b er

1971,t h e p a p er r ep o r t ed t h a t r es i d en t s h a d er ec t ed t h ei r o wn

h o m em a d e ST O P s i g n s ; t h e Dep a r t m en t o f P ub li c W o r ks

r em o ved t h em . B y A p r i l 1972, t h e B o a r d o f Sup er vi s o r s

a p p r o ved a n ew s i g n i n s p i t e o fDP W o b jec t i o n s .In M a r c h 1974,

a p r o p o s a l t o a d d s t o p s i g n s wa s c a r r i ed b y Sup er vi s o r B o b
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G o n za les ;t h e V i ew c o ver ed ever y d et a i l.A n ed i t o r i a l t i t led

“C i t i zen P o wer ” a p p la ud ed a g r o up o f“a n g r y c i t i zen s ” fr o m

A r ka n s a s St r eet wh o wer e “n o t i n t er es t ed i n wa i t i n g fo r b o d y

c o un t s ”a n d s uc c es s fully p et i t i o n ed t o “s t o p t h e c a r n a g e.”

T h e Dec em b er 1973i s s ue c a m e i n a t jus t fo ur p a g es .T h e p r i c e

o f a s ub s c r i p t i o n wa s n o w $2.50.A d ver t i s er s wer e h o ld i n g

s t ea d y .In F eb r ua r y ,O ’K eefe’s T a ver n a t 24t h a n d R h o d e Is la n d

p la c ed a s m a ll a d t o ut i n g i t s a t t r a c t i o n s :“40’s r ec o r d s ,$.05

J uke-B o x, F i r ep la c e. C o m fo r t a b le b o o t h s . O p en s i n c e ’33.”

T h o s e o fa c er t a i n a g e wi ll t ell y o u t h a t O ’K eefe’s wa s T H E p la c e

t o g o o n P o t r er o H i ll.W i t h m us i c ,d a n c i n g ,a n d a lwa y s a g o o d

c r o wd — a s wi n g i n g c r o wd ,i fy o u wi ll — wi t h t h a t ‘40’s m us i c .

O p en weeken d s un t i l 11p .m .!O t h er s o fa c er t a i n a g e,a lb ei t a b i t

y o un g er , wi ll m en t i o n t h e G a r d en o f E a r t h ly Deli g h t s a t

M a r i p o s a a n d M i s s i s s i p p i ,wh i c h a d ver t i s ed b r i efly i n t h e V i ew

d ur i n g 1973,a s a ver y i n t er es t i n g p la c e t o g o a n d h a ve fun wi t h

li ve m us i c a n d b eer a n d wi n e.It s t a y ed o p en m uc h la t er .

F i n a lly ,1974 s a w a m a r ked jum p i n a d ver t i s er s .In Dec em b er ,

t h er e wa s o n e m ea t m a r ket ;a n ew s h o e r ep a i r s h o p ,T o e Up a t

1419 18t h St r eet ;a p la n t s t o r e;a n d s i xg r o c er y s t o r es ,i n c lud i n g

t h e n ew G o o d L i fe G r o c er y a d ver t i s i n g p o t a t o es a t “9¢/lb .,

F r es h E g g s ,L a r g e A A ,75¢/d o z.,a n d H o m e M a d e B r ea d s ,49¢

a n d up .”T h e s t o r e c la i m ed t h a t i t s lo w 15 p er c en t m a r k-up wa s

t h e s o ur c e o fi t lo w p r i c es a n d t h ei r s lo g a n :“T h e M o r e Y o u

Sh o p ,T h e M o r e W e St o c k,”a t a g li n e t h a t n ever a p p ea r ed a g a i n .

F o r T h e P o t r er o V i ew,t h e m o r e p eo p le wh o r ea d t h e p a p er ,t h e

m o r e i t c o uld p r o d uc e a n d a t t r a c t vo lun t eer s . T h e V i ew

c o n s i s t en t ly p lea d ed fo r m o r e vo lun t eer s a n d d eli ver y p eo p le

b ut wa s a ls o c o n s i s t en t i n i t s c o n t en t .T h er e wer e ed i t o r i a ls o n

i s s ues i m p o r t a n t t o t h e n ei g h b o r h o o d ; a n n o un c em en t s a n d

m eet i n g s wer e m et i c ulo us ly d et a i led ; b o o k r evi ews a n d

s o m et i m es a c h es s c o lum n a p p ea r ed ;s p o r t s even t s a t J a c ks o n

P a r ka n d T h e P o t r er o H i ll R ec r ea t i o n C en t er o n A r ka n s a s St r eet

wer e r ep o r t ed o n .T h er e wa s a “C ult ur e” c o lum n d et a i li n g

fa s h i o n a n d m us i c p er fo r m er s o n t h e H i ll;a n d a “F ea t ur es ”

s ec t i o n d et a i li n g lo c a l even t s a n d p r o fi li n g p eo p le,s uc h a s t h e

R us s i a n M o lo ka n s wh o h a d m a d e t h e H i ll t h ei r h o m e s i n c e t h e

ea r ly 1900s .T h er e wer e s t o r i es o n n ew b us i n es s es t h a t wer e

r evi vi n g t h e 18 t h St r eet c o m m er c i a l s t r i p .L a b o r i s s ues wer e

a lwa y s r ep o r t ed o n ,li ke t h e IL W U s t r i ke i n 1971.T h e V i c t o r i a
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M ews d evelo p m en t ,wh i c h s t a r t e d a s a “m y s t er y ” i n 1972,wa s

fo llo wed t h r o ug h t h e en t i r e P la n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n d eb a t e a n d

i n s p i r ed t h e fo r m a t i o n o f t h e P o t r er o L ea g ue o f A c t i ve

Nei g h b o r s .T h e “W i s c o n s i n Si t e,” fi r s t m en t i o n ed i n O c t o b er

1970,g en er a t ed c o n t en t well i n t o t h e 1980’s a n d b ey o n d .No w

kn o wn a s P a r kvi ew H ei g h t s ,i t c r ea t ed p len t y o fc o n t r o ver s y

a n d kep t t h e V i ew’s t y p ewr i t er s h um m i n g fo r a lo n g t i m e.

T h e P i c kle F a m i ly C i r c us c a m e t o t h e H i ll.Di a n n e F ei n s t ei n ’s

p r o p o s a l t o c lea n up t h e T en d er lo i n b y m o vi n g i t s s eed y

b us i n es s es t o s o ut h ea s t P o t r er o H i ll g en er a t ed t h e h ea d li n e,

“F ei n s t ei n t o D i s c us s P o r n o a t M eet i n g .”(J un e 1977).T h e fi g h t

t o es t a b li s h d i s t r i c t elec t i o n s wen t o n fo r y ea r s .A ll o fi t wa s

c h r o n i c led i n T h e P o t r er o V i ew.

It lo o ked li ke T h e P o t r er o V i ew wo uld s ur vi ve a ft er a ll.A fr o n t -

p a g e ed i t o r i a l i n Sep t em b er 1975, s t i ll p lea d i n g fo r h elp ,

i n d i c a t ed t h a t 5,000p a p er s wer e b ei n g p ub li s h ed m o n t h ly a n d

n o t ed t h a t 110p eo p le h a d wo r ked o n t h e p a p er o ver t h e p a s t

fi ve y ea r s .“V i ew a r t i c les h a ve even p en et r a t ed C i t y H a ll,

b r i n g i n g s wi ft a c t i o n fr o m s o m e Sup er vi s o r s .” T h e g o a l o ft h e

o r i g i n a l M o b h a d b een a c h i eved !

In O c t o b er 1976 t h e fi r s t full-p a g e a d a p p ea r ed :t h e F a c t o r y

St o r e a t 17t h a n d M i s s i s s i p p i s t r eet s a n n o un c ed i t s “G r a n d

O p en i n g Sa le (Sa ve 50% & M o r e!).” New s t o r es a n d

r es t a ur a n t s , li ke G o a t H i ll P i zza , Da i ly Sc o o p , G o o d L i fe

G r o c er y ,a n d S.A s i m a ko p o ulo s ,wi t h i t s d eli c i o us s o uvla ki a ,

em er g ed a s r eg ula r a d ver t i s er s .Do g P a t c h b ec a m e c o m fo r t a b le

wi t h b ei n g c a lled “Do g p a t c h ” a s m o r e a r t i c les a p p ea r ed

r efer en c i n g t h a t s m a ll en c la ve.B y t h e m i d -1980s ,t h e V i ew

c a r r i ed m o r e t h a n 6 0d i s p la y a d s i n 16 p a g es .

In 1982 a n ed i t o r i a l b o a r d wa s fo r m ed c o n s i s t i n g o fP a s s en ,

wh o h a d b een ed i t o r s i n c e 1978, V a s A r n a ut o ff, a n d J ud y

B a s t o n , wh o wa s a s s o c i a t e ed i t o r fr o m 1986 un t i l h er

r et i r em en t i n 2000.In 2006 P a s s en r et i r ed a s ed i t o r a n d

p ub li s h er ;St even M o s s t o o ko ver t h e r ei n s .

F o r t y -fi ve y ea r s a ft er i t s fi r s t i s s ue,T h e P o t r er o V i ew i s a r i c h

c o m p en d i um o ft h e H i ll’s h i s t o r y ,d es c r i b i n g a ll o ft h e fa c et s o f

c o m m un i t y li fe a s i t wa s t h en ,a s we t r y t o p r o c es s i t i n t o wh a t
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o ur li ves a r e n o w.A n ews p a p er i s a t i m e m a c h i n e;a p h y s i c a l

m a n i fes t a t i o n o fa p la c e a n d p o i n t i n t i m e.No i s s ues o ft h e

o r i g i n a l H i lls a n d D a les n ews let t er s h a ve y et b een fo un d ,b ut

t h e P o t r er o L i b r a r y h a s h a r d -b o un d vo lum es c o n t a i n i n g s o m e

t h i r t y -s o m e y ea r s ’wo r t h o fP o t r er o V i ews ;a ll i s s ues a r e i n t h e

p r o c es s o f b ei n g s c a n n ed fo r vi ewi n g o n li n e. C h ec k o ut

A r c h i ve.o r g ,s ea r c h fo r T h e P o t r er o V i ew,a n d y o u c a n r evi s i t

t h e p eo p le,p la c es ,a n d t i m es t h a t m a ke up a d et a i led h i s t o r y o f

t h e H i ll.T a ke a wa lk a r o un d t h e H i ll a n d vi s i t t h e p la c es a n d

p a r ks wh er e m a n y g o o d t i m es wer e en jo y ed .T h a t h i s t o r y i s s t i ll

wi t h us ;y o u c a n t o uc h i t a n d even feel i t .A n d ,y es ,s o m et i m es

y o u c a n even s m ell i t .

R o s e M a r i e Si c o li -O s t ler a n d A b i g a i l J o h n s t o n c o n t r i b ut ed t o

t h i s a r t i c le.
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By Marc Passen

Adios, my Shana Rivka (Beautiful Ruth).

Menu   
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Published on April, 2019 — in Obituary — by Marc Passen and Risa Nye

Obituary: Ruth Passen
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Ruth Passen with Sala Burton and Enola Maxwell.

Photo: Bob Hayes

Shana Rivka was a pet name for Ruth Passen used by her devoted and adoring brothers.

Ruth was a first-generation Californian, born in San Francisco to Morris and Nettie Elkind,

who emigrated from Russia and Poland to escape discrimination against Jews. Ruth was the

baby sister to her older brothers, Sam and Charles (Chuck). She was predeceased by Sam.

Chuck resides in Southern California.

Ruth grew up in the Fillmore District when the neighborhood was a mix of Jewish, African-

and Japanese-American families. She gained an appreciation of diverse cultures through

the community’s natural integration. “My dad’s philosophy was a good one,” she once said.

“He felt that as a Jew you should know about discrimination and not discriminate against

others.” Ruth attended John Swett Junior and Lowell high schools.

Ruth became politically active at a young age. While attending classes at San Francisco State

University she joined a left-wing student group, where she met World War II veteran, Joe

Passen, who passed away in 1992. They married in 1947, shortly after Sam wedded Betty

Glass and right before Chuck married Rockie (Rokama) Kramer. Rockie fondly recalls a time

when Ruth took her new sister-in-law shopping at a discount dented can store. Rockie was

hooked, and became a lifetime thrifty shopper! A son, Marc, was born in 1950. A second

baby, Nicky, was born in 1951 and predeceased Ruth in 1963.

In the early 1950s, Ruth’s passion for progressive politics led her to speak out against the

McCarthy era of hate and divisiveness.

After living in Los Angeles for seven years, Ruth missed her beloved San Francisco. She and

Joe found a home on Potrero Hill and moved back in 1965. During the turbulent 1960s, Ruth

became active in the anti-Vietnam War movement, and joined the Women’s Peace

movement. In the 1970s, Ruth supported workers’ rights during the grape boycott led by

United Farm Workers president Cesar Chavez. 

In the late 1970s, Enola Maxwell, Potrero Hill

Neighborhood House (Nabe) director, hired

Ruth to become the Nabe’s office manager. It

turned into a wonderful collaboration and

friendship between two dynamic women.

During this period, Ruth got involved with an

upstart neighborhood newspaper, Hills &

Dales, which later changed its name to The

Potrero View. Ruth became the editor of the

free monthly paper, holding that position for

more than three decades. She recruited people

to volunteer, write, and proofread stories. The

publication featured investigative reports on

development plans, stories about crime, mom

and pop businesses, and even a gossip column, “The Nose Knows.” Friends, neighbors,
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acquaintances, even a 49er football player would find their name under the “Birthdays”

column.  Ruth retired from the View in 2008, turning the reins over to Steven Moss.

View staff, circa 1997. Left to right: Abigail Johnston, Denise Kessler, Judy Baston, Winifred Mann, Ruth Passen,

Lester Zeidman, Bernie Gershater, Vas Arnautoff, and Lisa Allman.

Over the years, Ruth and Joe were

strong supporters of liberal-

progressive Democratic candidates

running for the U.S. House of

Representatives. They hosted many

fundraising events for Phillip Burton,

Sala Burton and Nancy Pelosi. In the

late-1980s, Ruth and Joe helped Art

Agnos get elected mayor of San

Francisco. When Pelosi became the first

woman Speaker of the House, Ruth

received a personal invitation to attend

the swearing-in event in Washington, D.C.

When Ruth took a break from trying to save

the world, she loved to listen to jazz, opera,

classical music, and Broadway musicals.

Ruth and her “bosom buddy”, Denise

Kessler, religiously attend the annual

Monterrey Jazz Festival in the 1950s and

1960s. They loved jazz so much that they

booked passage on a jazz cruise to the

Bahamas, featuring the Count Basie band!

Ruth and Joe were season ticketholders of

the San Francisco Symphony and the San

Francisco 49ers. Ruth loved to travel, taking

annual summer trips to Camp Mather, near
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Circa 1984; Denise Kessler and Ruth Passen flanking

trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie.
Yosemite National Park, visiting New York

City, London, and Paris. When Marc started

playing rugby football, Ruth became not

only a big fan, but a fantastic sideline

photographer of the sport.

Ruth had a way of connecting with people. Her easygoing style, wisdom, and acceptance

created a space for others to share things with her that they weren’t comfortable revealing

to anyone else.

Ruth adored her two granddaughters, Natalie and Teresa. When the girls were little, she’d

take them to Sally’s, Goat Hill Pizza, and the Daily Scoop, where she’d proudly show them

off. At Ruth’s Rhode Island Street apartment, the girls would get her to smile and laugh,

draping themselves with her silk scarves and posing as models. As the girls got older, Ruth

would take them on marches against the Iraq War and on Martin Luther King Day.

She had a “forever young” persona that was never more evident than how she related to

young people. Whether it was her granddaughters, nieces or nephews, or the Black and

Brown kids at the Nabe, this little, grey-haired White lady had such an impact that those

who knew her would approach years later to thank her for just listening and being direct

and honest.

Over her lifetime, Ruth consistently demonstrated compassion and devotion to the causes

of freedom, peace, and equality. She deservedly received the great love and respect by all

who were fortunate to have known her. She will remain in our hearts forever.

Ruth is survived by Marc and his wife, Dianne, granddaughters Natalie Carsten and Teresa

Sollom, Chuck Elkind and his wife, Rokama Elkind, and many nieces and nephews.

The family will hold a tribute and memorial to Ruth on May 4, 2 p.m. at the Potrero Hill

Neighborhood House. In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the Alzheimer’s

Association.

Aunt Ruth

by Risa Nye

Aunt Ruth used to chide me when I complained

about being exhausted after chasing my young

children around. 

“In my day,” she said, “we’d put the kids to bed,

and then figure out how to save the world!”
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Saving the world meant throwing herself into the

fray. She’d hoist a sign, march and demonstrate in

the streets; for civil rights, social justice, against

the bomb, the war, the next war, and the next. She

kept her vast collection of politically-inspired

buttons pinned to a large piece of felt, ready to

stick on her hat or jacket as she headed off to the

next rally or picket line: We Shall Overcome. Make

Love, Not War.  Another Mother for Peace.

I loved the time we spent together during my

summer visits to my aunt and uncle’s crowded Los

Angeles apartment.  During these critical pre-teen

years, Aunt Ruth matter-of-factly shared some

important tips. She showed me how to apply three

shades of lipstick, how to shave my legs without

nicking divots into my shins, and how to have fun while shopping, things my mother

hadn’t taught me.

A constant parade of unemployed writers, between-gig actors, labor organizers, and fellow

progressives showed up at the L.A.  apartment, arguing politics over red wine and plates of

pasta long into the night. Hugs and handshakes always followed the loud voices and

f-bombs at evening’s end. Things were not like that at my house.

When her family moved back home to San Francisco, my aunt began contributing articles

and photographs to her neighborhood newspaper. She subsequently took on the roles of

editor and publisher of The Potrero View, a three-decades-long labor of love.  At the

Potrero Hill Neighborhood House she helped organize afterschool programs, classes for

adults, and events that celebrated the scrappy diversity of the “Nabe.”

At an event honoring my aunt for her work, San Francisco’s mayor read a proclamation

loaded with “whereases,” and declared a day in her honor. When he finished speaking, my

father leaned toward me and pointed proudly at his “baby” sister. “Look at her; she’s the

richest person in this room.”  And I knew what he meant.

My aunt encouraged me to write, publishing my essays in her paper; my first bylines.

Writing was her passion. She talked about composing a memoir, but never started it. “I’m

not a writer like you,” she told me once. “You do it for both of us.”

Ruth never pandered to anyone. You could always count on her to be outspoken, feisty,

honest, but kind, and a champion of the underdog. She would confront racism or social

injustice wherever she found it, no matter who the guilty party might be. And she mastered

the art of being cool without even trying.

When I went back to graduate school at age 58, I hoped I could model myself after Ruth. She

was always able to engage effortlessly with everyone: young and old, well-off and well-
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connected, or down-on-their luck. I often asked myself: “what would Ruth do?” And I

knew that she’d act like it was no big deal to be sitting in workshop with students a few

decades younger. I could imagine her saying, “Get over yourself and do the work you came

to do.”

In her 80’s, Ruth slipped into the foggy world of dementia. It’s not the world she tried to

save so many years ago, but it was the world she lived in until her death. The sparkle was

still in her eyes. At least, that’s what I wanted to see. And I told myself that she may not

recognize me anymore, but she knew I was someone who always loved her.

F A C E B O O K T W I T T E R G O O G L E P I N T E R E S T

Search...


A R C H I V E S

October 2019

September 2019

August 2019

July 2019

June 2019

May 2019

April 2019

March 2019

February 2019

January 2019

December 2018

November 2018

October 2018

September 2018

August 2018

July 2018

June 2018

May 2018

April 2018

Page 6 of 9Obituary: Ruth Passen | Potrero View

11/5/2019https://www.potreroview.net/obituary-ruth-passen/



Legacy Business Registry  Multiple Cases  
December 18, 2019 Hearing  Multiple Locations 

 16 

Filing Date: November 7, 2019 
Case No.: 2019-022005LBR 
Business Name: The Potrero View 
Business Address: 1459 18th Street, #214  
Zoning: NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale) Zoning District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 4036/027 
Applicant:  Bettina Cohen 

1459 18th Street, #214 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Shamann Watson 
Located In: District 10 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
 

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

The Potrero View (the “View”) is San Francisco's oldest continuously published community newspaper, 
beginning in 1970. Dubbing themselves the “Potrero Hill Mob,” Bill and Jodie Dawson, Lenny Anderson, 
Micky Ostler and Rose Marie Sicoli launched The Potrero View out of the Dawson’s 284 Connecticut Street 
home. Aspiring to emerge into a newspaper that could influence municipal policy decisions, they received 
guidance from Eileen Maloney, their first editor who had journalism experience at Long Island’s Newsday 
and San Francisco's Progress. Potrero Hill resident Ruth Passen started contributing to the View in January 
1971. That spring, Passen assumed editorial duties from Maloney, and in 1972, Passen succeeded the 
Dawsons as publisher of The Potrero View. She retired and turned the newspaper over to Steven Moss in 
2006. 

The Potrero View began publishing its issues from offices in the basement of the Potrero Hill Neighborhood 
House in June 1972, not long after community advocate Enola Maxwell was elected director of the 
nonprofit. "The Nabe," as 953 De Haro is affectionately called by locals, is a Potrero Hill landmark, dating 
back to 1922, and has continuously housed churches or nonprofits that have a mission to serve community 
members in need, with an emphasis on youth and education. The business relocated once more to 1459 
18th Street in January 2017. Steven Moss has improved the quality of the View's articles, maintaining a 
strong commitment to civic journalism. 

The business is located on the southwest corner of 18th Street and Connecticut Street in the Potrero Hill 
neighborhood. It is within a NC-1 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale) Zoning District and a 40-X 
Height and Bulk District.  

 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

The business was founded in 1970.  

mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
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2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes. The Potrero View qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of 
the eligibility Criteria: 

i. The Potrero View has operated continuously in San Francisco for 49 years. 

ii. The Potrero View has contributed to the history and identity of the Potrero Hill 
neighborhood and San Francisco.  

iii. The Potrero View is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?  

Yes. The business is associated with the tradition of community newspapers. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

No. 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. The property has property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status code of “B” 
(Further Research Required). 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No.  

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. The Potrero View is a member of the San Francisco Neighborhood Newspaper Association, is 
listed on SFNNA's website and is identified under community resources in the Potrero Dogpatch 
Merchants' Association's and Potrero Boosters annual business directories and monthly 
newsletters. View coverage has been picked up by the New York Times and San Francisco 
Chronicle. 

The book Images of America, San Francisco’s Potrero Hill, by Peter Linenthal, Abigail Johnston 
and the Potrero Hill Archives Project, refers to The Potrero View on page 127. Below a picture of 
View staff is a paragraph of text that begins: “The first issue of The Potrero View appeared on 
August 1, 1970…” The last sentence of text states: “The award-winning, all-volunteer View is a true 
community newspaper, drawing its inspiration from the diverse talents, interests, and concerns of 
the neighborhood it serves.” 

Elsewhere in this book, on page 119, there is a picture of a block party with several members of the 
community and the text identities Ruth Passen as editor of The Potrero View, alongside Art Agnos, 
who would be elected mayor of San Francisco later in the year. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
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• 1459 18th Street, #214 
Recommended by Applicant 

• Monthly free community newspaper publication 

Additional Recommended by Staff 
• None 
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. ### 

HEARING DATE:  DECEMBER 18, 2019 
 
Filing Date: November 7, 2019 
Case No.: 2019-022005LBR 
Business Name: The Potrero View 
Business Address: 1459 18th Street, #214  
Zoning: NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale) Zoning District 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 4036/027 
Applicant:  Bettina Cohen 

1459 18th Street, #214 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Shamann Watson 
Located In: District 10 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR THE POTRERO VIEW 
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1459 18TH STREET, #214, BLOCK/LOT 4036/027.   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, 
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing 
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and 
success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 18, 2019, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 

mailto:shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
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CASE NO. 2019-022005LBR 
1459 18th Street, #214 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
the Potrero View qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for the Potrero View.  
 
Location(s): 

• 1459 18th Street, #214 
 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Monthly free community newspaper publication 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission 
Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2019-022005LBR to the 
Office of Small Business December 18, 2019. 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

 
AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
ADOPTED:  


