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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report

HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 28, 2016

COLE HARDWARE

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-014
Business Name: Cole Hardware

Business Address: 956 Cole Street

District: District 5

Applicant: Rick Karp, President
Nomination Date: September 7, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

Cole Hardware is a local hardware store located in the Cole Valley neighborhood on Cole Street between
Parnassus Avenue and Carl Street. Purchased in 1961 by Dave Karp, the local hardware store was renamed
Cole Hardware and continued the use of buying and selling home improvement supplies to the neighborhood.
Karp initiated the business as a one-man operation, but began taking on “outside work” on top of his everyday
tasks, which included fixing broken windows, repairing toilets and faucets, installing water heaters, and fixing
doorbells and switches. Eventually, Cole Hardware became one of the busiest hardware stores in San Francisco
and expanded into a total of five locations (one of which burned in a fire in 2016). Through what came to be
named the “Repair Referral Service,” Cole Hardware partnered with many independent businesspeople in order
to provide customers with the very best in home and business repair, maintenance, and remodeling, thus bringing
business to other local small businesses in San Francisco. Apart from the dedicated and personalized customer
service offered by Cole Hardware, the business also donates thousands of dollars annually to local schools and
community organizations through its Community Partners Assistance Program. In addition, Cole Hardware
continues to provide employment to numerous local residents at each location.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

956 Cole Street from 1961 to Present (55 years)

3312 Mission Street from 1984 to 2016 (32 years)

70 Fourth Street from 1996 to Present (20 years)

2254 Polk Street from 2003 to Present (13 years)

Oakland: 5533 College Avenue from 2015 to Present (1 year)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
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Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Cole Valley neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

e Cole Hardware is associated with the craft and tradition of home repair and remodeling items, tools and
services.

e Cole Hardware has contributed to the Cole Valley/Haight-Ashbury community’s history and identity by
continuing to partner with other local small businesses to offer quality personalized hardware sales and home
improvement services, continuing to provide jobs to local residents at each location, and giving back to the
community through the Community Partners Assistance Program.

e The 1922 property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical
significance. The property is considered a “Category B Property” that requires further review per the Planning
Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical resources.

e The business has been cited in the following publications:
» Home Channel News, 4/18/2005, “Diverse products for a diverse community,” by Andrew M. Carlo.
» San Francisco Independent, 11/8/1989, “More than just the Nuts and Bolts,” by Pat Christensen.
» Urban Solutions Newsletter, 01/2007, “Small Business Owners Feted at 2006 Neighborhood Business
Awards.”

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, Cole Hardware is committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define its craft of quality
home improvement services and its tradition of selling home repair and remodeling services and items that
started in the 1920s and, with its purchase and renaming as Cole Hardware, has continued through the present.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Cole Hardware qualifies for the Legacy Business
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed
physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
e Restored original fagade along Cole Street.

Wood casement display windows.

Interior display boxes.

Original wall sconces (rebuilt and restored).

Historic tile (restored and replaced) along bulkhead.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Cole Hardware currently located
at 956 Cole Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section
2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission

Draft Resolution
HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 28, 2016

COLE HARDWARE

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO.

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-014
Business Name: Cole Hardware

Business Address: 956 Cole Street

District: District 5

Applicant: Rick Karp, President
Nomination Date: September 7, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR COLE
HARDWARE, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 956 COLE STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to the history or
identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a significant risk of
displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 28, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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Small Business Assistance Center (415) 554-6134 / Small Business Commission (415) 554-6408
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Cole Hardware in the Legacy Business
Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at Cole Hardware:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
e Restored original fagade along Cole Street.

Wood casement display windows.

Interior display boxes.

Original wall sconces (rebuilt and restored).

Historic tile (restored and replaced) along bulkhead.

| hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
November 28, 2016.

Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO.

Ayes —
Nays —
Abstained —
Absent —
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Legacy | Application Review

Business

Registry | Sheet

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-014
Business Name: Cole Hardware

Business Address: 956 Cole Street

District: District 5

Applicant: Rick Karp, President
Nomination Date: September 7, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

956 Cole Street from 1961 to Present (55 years)

3312 Mission Street from 1984 to 2016 (32 years)

70 Fourth Street from 1996 to Present (20 years)

2254 Polk Street from 2003 to Present (13 years)

Oakland: 5533 College Avenue from 2015 to Present (1 year)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: October 3, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program
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Diverse products for a diverse community

Four-unit Cole Hardware puts service and selection first for its Bay Area customers
By ANDrEW M., CARLO

SAN FrANCISCO — Trying to be all things to
all people is one of life’s toughest goals.
Apparently, though, that’s not the case for
Cole. Hardware. Operating four locations in
San Francisco’s diverse neighborhoods and
meeting the needs of all walks of life have
been key to Cole Hardware's success.

“The customer base in San Francisco is
incredibly diverse. Every culture, race and
lifestyle is represented here. Our clientele
ranges from the homeless to CEOs,” said Rick
Karp, president and owner of Cole Hardware.

Ace Hardware is known as the “helpful
hardware place,” and Cole’s motto, “the
most helpful hardware store in the city,”
echoes that sentiment. How helpful? Cole is
famous as the No. I home repair referral ser-
vice in San Francisco. w ]

Need a job done, from building a house to  EXCITING EXTERIOR Bright murals cover Cole Hardware’s Cole Fox unit,

(See Core HARDWARE, puge 20) an Ace Hardware store on 4th Street in downtown San Francisco.




Cole Hardware

(Continued from page 1)

to hanging a curtain rod? Cole
puts its customers in touch with
a network of more than 100
tradespeople. From air condi-
tioning and cabinetry to door-
bell repairs and telephone wir-
ing, Cole Hardware carefully
screens service providers and
monitors the contractors who
carry out the jobs.

“That is a huge service to pro-
vide your customers with,” Karp
noted with pride.

Carrying paint, hardware and
tools, housewares, and live goods,
Cole’s meets the unique needs of
walk-in customers at its three
stores in San Francisco’s Russian
Hill, Mission District and Haight-
Ashbury neighborhoods.

For example, the population
of the Mission District is 50 per-
cent Hispanic. So the stare there
carries culture-spec items,
such as tortilla warmers.

Cole’s commercial business is
equally diverse with accounts
numbering in the hundreds, rang-
ing from hotels and office build-
ings to property managers and
even the Moscone Convention
Center. At its downtown Cole
Fox location, the dealer main-
tains two outside and three inside
salespeople who are dedicated to
drumming up sales and meeting
the needs of commercial buyers.

According to assistant store
manager David Schindler, near-
by businesses such as Old Navy
are frequent customers of the
store, “They come in for paint all
the time, and we match colors
for them,” he said.

The Cole Fox store also main-
tains a “discount” aisle featuring
an assortment of low-cost but
often-needed items, along with
impulse purchases. “Every good
retailer has a discount area,”
Schindler said. “Those items
inake a bundle.”

Three of Cole's four locations
each cover about 4,000 square
feet of retail selling space. The
larger downtown Cole Fox loca-
tion covers 6,500 square feet
over two floors, Overall, Cole
employs about 100 people.

Some of Cole Hardware's
success can be attributed to big-
box competition’s failure to
establish stores in San Francisco,
unlike cities such as Boston,
Chicago and New York, where
they have been able to blossom.
The nearest big box to Cole's is
Home Depot, which operates
two stores in Colma, Calif,,
about six miles outside San
Francisco. But after accounting
for convenience, quick service
and cross-town traffic, those five
miles might as well be 50 miles.

“People do travel to Colma to
shop, but it’s a hobby of mine to
keep Home Depot out of San
Francisco,” Karp said. And he's
had help thanks to tough city
regulations that have made it
difficult for big boxes like Home
Depot and Wal-Mart to enter
San Francisco proper.

Karp's father, Dave, pur-
chased the original Cole Hard-
ware in 1959. Karp began his
career in the business in 1963 at
the age of 13 as “the official floor
sweeper.” After graduating from
college about 10 years later, he
became his father’s partner.

OFF THE WALL In addition to street signs, backpacks and lawn

chairs (above), Cole Fox Hardware also offers a wide selection of
power tools from brands like Black & Decker and DeWalt (left).

The tradition of being all
things to all peaple sters largely
from Dave Karp, who complet-
ed outside jobs — fixing win-
dows, repairing toilets, fixing
faucets — as his wife, Marge,
watched the store.

Karp is a big proponent of
Ace’s Vision 21 arban format,
which debuted in New York at
the opening of a new AJO Lum-
ber & Home Center location last

October. As a member of Ace’s
board of directors, and with four
units that are Vision 21 compli-
ant, Karp saw some of his own
stores’ elements integrated into
the co-op’s urban store footprint.
Like AJO, which offers prod
uct delivery in New York, so too
does Cole on the West Coast.
“We will deliver anything that
anyone wants,” Karp said. @
acarlo@homechanneliews.com
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By Pat’ Christensen . :
Rick Karp grew up in his
famxly s Cole Hardware store which
.is nestled in a valley just below
UCSF near the Haight. He learned
. well the lessons his father had to

“teach him. "The customer is,

‘always right." "We sell service
.with hardware as an incidental.”
_"There are no strangers here, just
- friends we haven't met.”

Through the years, Rick has
amplified these themes by -

continually adding new services and
products to satisfy his customers’
needs and keep them coming back.
"I started in the hardware
- business in 1946," recalled Dave

* Karp, Rick's semi-retired father. -

"My father-in-law owned Gilbert
Electric and Radio on Mission and I
worked for him. I was learning
how to repair radios, but people
would come in and ask if we made
keys or sold nails. I talked my
father-in-law into letting me bring
in some hardware, but I really
wanted a place of my own.

"In 1961 I found our space on
Cole Street. The rent was $85 a
month which was cheap even in
- .those days. I opened Cole
Hardware."

BRAD KELLING

full-service home repair business.”
business was bullt on broken glass. Today Rick Karp has
“I hired off-duty firemen to replace computenzed and expanded”the

Eventually, we had a business- in a number of new

A techno-progressive, Rick Karp, intends to keep one step ahead of the competition at all times.

directions. In 1981 he was onc of
the first hardware store owners in
the country to put his entire
inventory vn computer.  Scanners

were reccn_lly mstalled at thccheck— ~f
out counicrs and lelcphonc order-

lakmg ‘and frec h

brand new services: Five ycars ago; -

he’ opcned a second storc on
Mission Street. © 7=

. A computer, buff Karp went.
- on_line_“on .Nov,, 1_with the
" . compulcr shoppmg club Prodxgy
_ "Weare the only hardware store in
. “the _naijon sclling Lhrough.
1N _‘Prodlgy," Rick claimed. "We had.

cane - call. us-ftoday from

';" "Clucago askmg how to get gum .
- out of his zipper;"~.. il g
University: 6f Callforma, tbet

'Berkelcy, psychology graduate, -

k“believes that that training
55:him in his relationships with
ployees and customers.

‘hire good people and T want
hem and alsd give them a

Thcse people are

_"cmj)dwercd to. speak for the

company. They handle complaints,
returned goods, make decisions on
the floor. ~ They know that

. whatever decision they make I will .
support them, even if I don't agree

with it. This is how we learn.
* "The Leadership Council meets

pizza and sodas. We talk about the
business. They make suggestions
for improvements” or bring up
problems. It's a great advantage

because it keeps them interested in
the busmess and allows ]

g
bought into the ACE buying

": cooperative.: "With 5,000 membcr
- dealers, we can buy m volume at

national advcmsmg ~When we

. Jomed ACE 1 remcmbcr that we

mcdlate 20-25 percent

interésting; One day Ibrought ina
load-of -cookies. - Everyone said
'Whoever heard of selling cookies
in'a hardware store?' - We're still
selling { them. We have candy, toys,
vidéo renlals film developmg, and

“our nursery."

Part of Karp's reason for
keeping his employees and

‘customers a little off balance with

non-traditional store offerings is-as
much to keep from getting bored as

[it’is to provide people a reason to
.come in to shop.

after hours. - They're not paid for -
meeting time, but I do bring in,

"It's the karma of this place,”
said Karp. "If wé keep our
employees happy, then they keep
our customers happy."

Cole Hardware is located at 956
Cole St., and at 3312 Mission St.
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Small Business Owners Feted at 2006 Neighborhood Business Awards

Neighborhood residents, the small business community
and others came out in style on October 19 to honor top
entrepreneurs from throughout San Francisco. Over 200
people ottended this year’s San Francisco Neighbor-
hood Business Awards at 111 Minna Gellery, presented
by Urban Solutions and The Examiner. Mayor Gavin
Newsom was in attendance to celebrate the winners.

1+ Place

Cole Hardware

Cole Valley, The Mission, Downtown, Russian Hill

In 1959, when Dave Karp purchased o little nuis ‘n’
bolts shop in San Francisco's Cole Valley, he was a one-
man band. A few years later, his son Rick came on
board and became “Keeper of the Karma,” steward of
the business’s four locations. Cole Hardware's nome has
become nearly synonymous with community involvement,
and is a leoder in charitable giving.

27 Place

Balboa Theater

Quter Richmond

As true independent movie houses join the endangered spe-
cies list, the Balboa Theater is thriving. Gary Meyer, recently

ePlant World - A Unique Nursery

A mid-week afternoon in Half Moon Bay might not be the
typical time for a business to be booming, but Hee Seung
Lee finds herself with a steady stream of customers. ePlant
World (“eventually we'll have an intemet business,” say the
owners) has just opened its nursery to retail customers while
continuing to serve the business's wholesale clients. The sign
above the

greenhouse's
entrance outlines in
rich red letters
| “Orchid Sale.” And
that's exactly what
shoppers can find
at ePlant World —
every monner of
that tropical
flower, in addition
to  hundreds of
bonsai trees and
other exotic indoor
plants.

Executive

Hardw

named Co-Director of the Telluride Film Festival, purchased the
Balboo in 2001 and single-handedly revived o San Francisco
asset. Gary's aim is to play the highest quality films and to
offer people a community gathering place.

Continved on Page 5

SAVE THE DATE!

Urban Solutions & The Examiner present:
The 2007 San Francisco
Neighborhood Business Awards
Wednesday October 17, 2007

When Hee Seung and her husband Jong Inn Jun
came to the United States from Korea just o few years ago,
they were already experts in the nursery business. Jong Inn’s
family had been in business in that country for at least two
generations. So they knew their trade and they even knew
the business of business (not a sure bet with every small
business owner). American business and American culture,
however, were all very new to Hee Seung and her husband.
“We ftried to get loans before, but it was hard because
we're immigrants and we don't speck the language,” Hee

Seung explains.
Continued on Page 3



Rick Karp has established his store
as @ commuaity leader in recycling
and encouraging residents to pursue o
sustainable lifestyle.

Batteries and printer cartridges
are two of the many items customers can
recyele at Cole Hardware. Karp quips that
somelimes employees think they work in a
recycling center more than a store.

LEADING THE WAY
IN ECO-FRIENDLY
RETAILING

OLE HARDWARE STAYS ON
the cutting edge of everything
it touches. In 1981, it was one of the
first hardware stores in the country
to compulterize its entire inventory.
For many years, the stare has been
at the front of fundraising efforts
for local schools and community
based, non-profit organizations
In 2006, the city of San Francisco
recognized
certified business. among tl

‘ole Hardware as a green

: first
in the nation to get that official
recognition. Teday., this four-store
chain is a destination for eco-minded
consumers, where President Rick
Karp offers them a place to recyele
just aboul anything, and buy and

learn about eco-friendly products,

Twelve vears ago, Karp partnered
with the city in a battery recycli
program. Karp's idea was that the

store would serve as the collection

point, and the city would help with
proper disposal. Today, the program
has expanded to include latex paint
and fluorescent bulbs. Holiday lights
also quickly fill up landfills, so K
collects them and sends them to a

recycling company in Michigan
In 2008. Karp partnered with
Goodwill Industries to host
days” at Cole Hardware. Many
lents, Karp reasoned, knew-they

wasle

shouldn’t just throw away consumer
electronic equipment, but they
weren't sure how to recycle them.
The first collection event gathered
3.500 pounds of equipment. Last
vear, the event yielded more than

18.600 pounds of electronic waste.
But Karp knows ha
off box isn’t enough il he's going

ving a drop-

to maintain an effective recycling
program. At each of his four
locations, he's established one
staff member as a Green Queen or
Czar who takes responsibility for

I RETALT

NNOVATORS
Gf the YEAR

keeping each store in compliance

with the city’s green certification

requirements. That person can keep

other staff updated on recyeling

news and help keep recycling top-of-

mind in the store.

Karp also knows customers will

look for those products that are
environmentally friendly. so he's
created his own “Cole Hardware
Earth Friendly” logo. It goes on

products he deems to be friendly to

the environment and helps

make wise purchasing dec
Residents of San Francisco may

know Cole Hardware best because of

its monthly ne

spaper. The Hardware
Hotline. The paper reaches more than
50,000 residents. and a major focus
of articles in the paper is raising
awareness for ways consumers can
sustain a more earth-friendly lilestyle.
Because of subsidies he's garnered
from the city, Karp is also able to
substantially discount the price of
rain barrels. to encourage residents

to repurpose water: and rakes. to

encourage.r

sidents to keep leaves
from clogging storm drains

NRHA's Retail Innovator's award
isn’t the first time Karp has been
recognized for his forward thinking.
Cole Hardware w

Acter

chosen for
‘s 2009 Environmental and

Sustainability Education Award,
zes education

which recogni

programs designed to heighten

awareness about environmental
issues and promote actions that lead
toward sustainability. =4

July 2011 » Hardware Retailing
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Legacy Business Registry
November 2, 2016 Hearing

013483LBR; 2016-013277LBR; 2016-013293LBR

Filing Date: October 3, 2016
Case No.: 2016-013233LBR
Business Name: Cole Hardware
Business Address: 956 Cole Street
Zoning: NCD (Neighborhood Commercial, Cluster)/
40-X Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 1271/024A
Applicant: Rick Karp, President
956 Cole Street
San Francisco, CA 94117
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed, District 5
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186
stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org
Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION

Cole Hardware is a local hardware store located in the Cole Valley/Haight-Ashbury neighborhood on
Cole Street between Parnassus Avenue and Carl Street and housed within a one-story, 1922 Classical
Revival commercial building. Purchased in 1961 by Dave Karp, the local hardware store was renamed
Cole Hardware and continued the use of buying and selling home improvement supplies to the
neighborhood. Karp initiated the business as a one-man show then, but soon the business grew he began
taking on “outside work” on top of his every day tasks, which included fixing broken windows,
repairing toilets and faucets, installing water heaters, and fixing doorbells and switches. Eventually, Cole
Hardware became one of the busiest hardware stores in San Francisco and expanded into a total of five
locations (one of which burned in a fire in 2016). Through what came to be named the “Repair Referral
Service,” Cole Hardware partnered with many independent businesspeople in order to provide
customers with the very best in home and business repair, maintenance, and remodeling, thus bringing
business to other local small businesses in San Francisco. Apart from the dedicated and personalized
customer service offered by Cole Hardware, the business also donates thousands of dollars annually to
local schools and community organizations through its Community Partners Assistance Program. In
addition, Cole Hardware continues to provide employment to numerous local residents at each location.

STAFF ANALYSIS
Review Criteria
1. When was business founded?
1961
2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?

Yes, Cole Hardware qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of
the eligibility Criteria:

i.  Cole Hardware has operated for 55 years.
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ii. =~ Cole Hardware has contributed to the Cole Valley/Haight-Ashbury community’s
history and identity by continuing to partner with other local small businesses to
offer quality personalized hardware sales and home improvement services,
continuing to provide jobs to local residents at each location, and giving back to the
community through the Community Partners Assistance Program.

iii. =~ Cole Hardware is committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that
define its craft of quality home improvement services and its tradition of selling
home repair and remodeling services and items that started in the 1920s and, with its
purchase and renaming as Cole Hardware, has continued through the present.

Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?

The business is associated with the craft and tradition of home repair and remodeling items, tools
and services.

Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?

No. The 1922 property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for
potential historical significance. The property is considered a “Category B Property” that
requires further review per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical
resources.

Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?
No.

Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?

No.

Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?

Yes. Home Channel News, 4/18/2005, “Diverse products for a diverse community,” by Andrew
M. Carlo; San Francisco Independent, 11/8/1989, “More than just the Nuts and Bolts,” by Pat
Christensen; Urban Solutions Newsletter, 01/2007, “Small Business Owners Feted at 2006
Neighborhood Business Awards.”

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

Location(s) associated with the business:

e 956 Cole Street — original location

Recommended by Applicant

Restored original facade along Cole Street

Wood casement display windows

Interior display boxes

Original wall sconces (rebuilt and restored)
Historic tile (restored and replaced) along bulkhead

SAN FRANCISCO 21
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2016-013034LBR; 2016-013037LBR; 2016-013038LBR; 2016-
013189LBR; 2016-013190LBR; 2016-013192LBR; 2016-013196LBR;
2016-013233LBR;  2016-013257LBR; 2016-013261LBR; 2016-
013483LBR; 2016-013277LBR; 2016-013293LBR

Legacy Business Registry
November 2, 2016 Hearing

Additional Recommended by Staff
e Entire storefront system including display windows, transoms, brick exterior, double recessed
entries, bulkhead, original sconces, projecting cornice with brackets
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 814

HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 2, 2016
Case No.: 2016-013233LBR
Business Name: Cole Hardware
Business Address: 956 Cole Street
Zoning: NCD (Neighborhood Commercial, tluster)/
40-X Height and Bulk District
Block/Lot: 1271/024A
Applicant: Rick Karp, President
956 Cole Street
San Francisco, CA 94117
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed, District 5
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186
stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org
Reviewed By: Tim Frye - (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR COLE HARDWARE,
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 956 COLE STREET (BLOCK/LOT 1271/024A).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and
success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Cole Valley/Haight-Ashbury neighborhood's
history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that
define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 2, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry nomination.

www.sfplanning.org

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400

San Francisce,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.6409

Planning
information;
415.558.6377



Resolution No. 814 CASE NO. 2016-013233LBR
November 2, 2016 956 Cole Street

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that
Cole Hardware qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Cole Hardware

Location (if applicable)
e 956 Cole Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
e Restored original facade along Cole Street
o Wood casement display windows
e [Interior display boxes
e Original wall sconces (rebuilt and restored)
e Historic tile (restored and replaced) along bulkhead
e Entire storefront system including display windows, transoms, brick exterior, double recessed entries,
bulkhead, original sconces, projecting cornice with brackets

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-
013233LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTE istoric Preservation Commission

on November 2, 2016.

Jonas
Commission Secretary

AYES: Johns, Hasz, Hyland, Johnck, Pearlman, Wolfram
NOES: None
ABSENT: Matsuda

ADOPTED: November 2, 2016
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