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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report 
 

HEARING DATE SEPTEMBER 25, 2017 
 
 

NIHONMACHI LITTLE FRIENDS 
 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-001 
Business Name:  Nihonmachi Little Friends 
Business Address:  1830 Sutter Street 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:   Cathy Inamasu, Executive Director 
Nomination Date:  July 5, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor London Breed 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Nihonmachi Little Friends (NLF) is a bilingual and multicultural organization providing high quality, affordable 
child care and educational services in Japantown. It was founded in 1975 by parents and activists belonging 
to San Francisco’s Japanese and Japanese American communities who sought to create a culturally 
sensitive and affordable option for childcare. Its three key components consist of a preschool program, an 
after-school program and a parent/family partnership. The organization’s community-based model helps to 
encourage parental and familial involvement in the child’s learning process, and in turn promotes the 
leadership capabilities and skills of the parents involved. Since its founding in the mid-1970s, NLF has 
provided childcare and educational instruction that incorporates the Japanese language for preschoolers 
through 5th graders in Japantown, and has grown from a program serving 15 students to one that currently 
serves 200. 
 
NLF is an active member of the Japantown community, participating in key neighborhood events such as the 
Cherry Blossom Fair and Nihonmachi Street Fair. Over the course of its 41 years in existence, NLF has 
operated out of several different locations and at numerous times faced eviction or loss of lease at its former 
preschool sites. In 2002, NLF was able to secure a permanent home for its pre-school program by 
purchasing 1830 Sutter Street, the former San Francisco YWCA building and a historically significant 
property designed by architect Julia Morgan in 1932 for the Issei (first generation) women of the Japantown 
YWCA. The Planning Department is currently overseeing the development of a National Register of Historic 
Places application for the property through the San Francisco Sites of Civil Rights Project, funded by the 
National Park Service’s Underrepresented Communities Grant. NLF has also utilized the space at 1700 
Sutter Street (Christ United Presbyterian Church) and 2031 Bush Street (Kinmon Gakuen Building) for its 
after-school programs. 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 
Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years: 
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1881 Pine Street from 1975 to 1976 (1 year) 
2159 Golden Gate Avenue from 1976 to 1977 (1 year) 
2031 Bush Street from 1977 to 2017 (40 years) 
1830 Sutter Street from 1985 to Present (32 years) 
1700 Sutter Street from 1990 to Present (27 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Japantown neighborhood’s history and identity. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• Nihonmachi Little Friends is associated with multicultural education and childcare, Japanese language 

and cultural instruction and the history of San Francisco’s Japantown neighborhood. 
 
• Nihonmachi Little Friends has contributed to the Japantown community’s history and identity by providing 

childcare and educational instruction incorporating Japanese culture, language and community. The 
organization has also worked to preserve the legacy of the neighborhood’s Issei (first generation) 
women’s history by preserving the historic Japantown YWCA building, which it now owns and maintains. 
 

• The 1932 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical 
significance. The property is considered a “Category A Property” and is eligible for listing in the California 
Register. The property is also listed on the Historic Preservation Commission’s Landmark Designation 
Work Program. A National Register of Historic Places application is currently being produced for the 
property through the Department’s San Francisco Sites of Civil Rights Project, funded by the National 
Park Service’s Underrepresented Communities Grant. 
 

• The business has been cited in the following publications: 
 Rafu Shimpo: Los Angeles Japanese Daily News, 6/26/2017, “Nihonmachi Little Friends to Hold 

Open House for New Preschool Addition.” 
 Rafu Shimpo: Los Angeles Japanese Daily News, 8/31/2016, “Nihonmachi Little Friends: ‘Watch Us 

Grow.’” 
 Rafu Shimpo: Los Angeles Japanese Daily News, 9/23/2015, “Nihonmachi Little Friends’ 

Groundbreaking Ceremony.” 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Nihonmachi Little Friends is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define its 
function as a bilingual childcare and educational organization in San Francisco’s Japantown community. It is 
also committed to maintaining the physical features and history of the historic Japantown YWCA building, of 
which it is owner and steward. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Nihonmachi Little Friends qualifies for the Legacy 
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions. 
 



CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
EDW IN M. LEE,  MAYOR 

 
  OFFICE OF SMALL BUSI NESS 

REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI ,  DIRECTOR  
 

  

1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROOM 110,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102-4681  
(415)  554-6134 /  www.s fos b.org  /  legacybus iness@sfgov. org  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Japantown location. 
• Tradition of offering bilingual and multicultural childcare and educational instruction incorporating 

Japanese language, culture, and community. 
• Focus on parental involvement through its parent/family partnership program. 
• Commitment to maintaining its historic property at 1830 Sutter Street, including its Noh theater stage, the 

only such remaining feature in the western United States. 
 
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Bilingual (Japanese/English), multi-cultural and educational childcare. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Nihonmachi Little Friends 
currently located at 1830 Sutter Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE SEPTEMBER 25, 2017 

 
NIHONMACHI LITTLE FRIENDS 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-001 
Business Name:  Nihonmachi Little Friends 
Business Address:  1830 Sutter Street 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:   Cathy Inamasu, Executive Director 
Nomination Date:  July 5, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor London Breed 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR 
NIHONMACHI LITTLE FRIENDS, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1830 SUTTER STREET. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on September 25, 2017, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Nihonmachi Little Friends in the 
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at Nihonmachi Little Friends: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Japantown location. 
• Tradition of offering bilingual and multicultural childcare and educational instruction incorporating 

Japanese language, culture, and community. 
• Focus on parental involvement through its parent/family partnership program. 
• Commitment to maintaining its historic property at 1830 Sutter Street, including its Noh theater stage, the 

only such remaining feature in the western United States. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Nihonmachi Little Friends on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Bilingual (Japanese/English), multi-cultural and educational childcare. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
September 25, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-001 
Business Name:   Nihonmachi Little Friends 
Business Address:   1830 Sutter Street 
District:   District 5 
Applicant:    Cathy Inamasu, Executive Director 
Nomination Date:   July 5, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor London Breed 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
1881 Pine Street from 1975 to 1976 (1 year) 
2159 Golden Gate Avenue from 1976 to 1977 (1 year) 
2031 Bush Street from 1977 to 2017 (40 years) 
1830 Sutter Street from 1985 to Present (32 years) 
1700 Sutter Street from 1990 to Present (27 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: July 6, 2017 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 
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President, Board of Supervisor 

District 5 

 

City and County of San Francisco 

 
 

LONDON N. BREED 
 

 
 
 

 

July 5th, 2017 

 
 

Dear Director Regina Dick-Endrizzi, 

It is my pleasure to nominate Nihonmachi Little Friends (NLF) to the Legacy Business Registry.  

 
Located in the heart of historic Japantown, NLF has long been committed to providing high-

quality, affordable child care services to San Franciscans. Founded in 1975 by parents and 

activists in San Francisco’s Japanese community, NLF has evolved from its humble beginnings 

in the business building of the S.F. Buddhist Church to a multifaceted program annually serving 

over 200 children from preschool through fifth grade. A bilingual and multicultural organization, 

NLF incorporates Japanese language into its curriculum and fosters a stimulating learning 

environment wherein children can develop their full potential as future leaders.  

 
Nihonmachi Little Friends is an integral institution to Japantown’s cultural identity and would 

benefit substantially from inclusion in the Legacy Business Registry. 
 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
President London Breed  

Board of Supervisors  

City & County of San Francisco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









NIHONMACHI LITTLE FRIENDS 
Section 4: Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1: Short History of the Business 

Opened in 1975, Nihonmachi Little Friends (NLF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, Japanese/English 
bilingual and multicultural childcare organization dedicated to providing affordable education 
and early care for preschoolers through 5th graders in San Francisco's Japantown 
neighborhood. The organization has continuously been in operation during its 41+ years, 
currently at two locations. NLF promotes a partnership between teachers, children and their 
families to build a stimulating learning environment that allows children to develop to their full 
potential and become active members of the community. Started by a committed group of 
parents, educators and community activists, NLF's initial goal was to serve the needs of San 
Francisco's Japanese community by offering culturally sensitive and affordable childcare 
services. NLF's first year began by serving 15 students; today they serve more than 200 children 
annually through its preschool-age and elementary school-age programs. The majority of the 
families served reside within San Francisco.  

Preschool Programs 

NLF's preschool-age programs help to prepare its students for Kindergarten and beyond by 
providing a daily curriculum that contributes to their growth in all areas of development: 
language, social, emotional, physical, creative and cognitive. Children are provided with daily 
routines that reflect a well-balance between free-play and structured time, large and small 
group activities and indoor and outdoor education. Weekly fieldtrips are taken and a daily 
nutritious breakfast, lunch and two snacks are served. Teachers use an in-depth study and 
hands-on approach to learning, encouraging the development of critical thinking and problem 
solving skills. The bilingualism and multiculturalism of the program are a natural part of the 
daily interactions and experiences created throughout the day, encouraging children to 
understand and appreciate the diverse cultures and traditions represented by the children and 
their families, as well as teachers. In addition, NLF's preschool programs are designated as 
Preschool for All sites, which require meeting high educational standards in supporting San 
Francisco families. 

After School Program 

NLF's elementary school-age After School Program opened in 1978 as an extension of the 
preschool program. It has been housed in the social hall of Christ United Presbyterian Church 
for over 35 years. The program currently serves 80 public school students (K-5th graders) 
primarily attending the Japanese Bilingual Bicultural Program at Rosa Parks Elementary School, 
and provides homework assistance, in-depth studies, creative and language arts, science/math, 
outdoor recreational activities and community involvement. The After School Program 
continues to have a long successful partnership with the Japanese National Honor Society at 
George Washington High School and their faculty advisor. The high school students volunteer 



weekly in the classroom, assisting the children and staff, and organize an annual sports day and 
spring festival for the K-5th graders. 

Parent/Family Partnership 

Parental involvement was a founding principle of the organization. Parents continue to play an 
active role at all levels of the agency's work, either in the classrooms or in various 
extracurricular activities such as family socials, community programs, events and holidays, 
educational workshops, committee work or fundraising. Parent representatives also serve on 
the NLF Board of Directors, taking leadership positions as well as providing guidance and 
governance to the organization. Parental participation serves the entire community by 
cultivating in the adults, qualities of leadership and advocacy in children's and childcare issues. 
These values carry over into the parents' everyday life, providing a foundation for community 
work such as voting or more active community participation such as volunteering. NLF parents 
tend to remain actively engaged in their children's elementary education and beyond, assuming 
leadership positions in their school's parent/teacher organizations. 

CRITERION 2: Community and Neighborhood Asset 

NLF strives to contribute to the health and preservation of the Japantown community through 
connecting families, staff and supporters to the rich culture and experiences of the Japanese 
community and its many offerings. NLF's programs bring in over 150 families into the 
community on a daily basis, where they also shop, eat and utilize or attend the various services, 
cultural events and programs offered. Families of diverse backgrounds are drawn to NLF's 
programs as they desire to instill the Japanese language and culture into their children from a 
young age. Each year, NLF enrolls an additional 50 to 60 new families into its programs. This 
continuous infusion of children and families into Japantown serves to strengthen and bring 
vibrancy to the neighborhood. NLF has a long history of participating in and supporting key 
activities such as the Cherry Blossom Festival and Nihonmachi Street Fair, as well as co-
sponsoring numerous educational and cultural events with other community groups. 

During NLF's 41 year history, it has faced eviction or loss of lease at both of its preschool sites. 
During those times, the agency searched within the neighborhood and a little further away. 
After much searching, the NLF Board made a firm decision to remain within the 
Japantown/Western Addition neighborhood to maintain its sense of identity and relevance in 
the community. 

CRITERION 3: Maintaining Physical Features and Traditions 

Historic 1830 Sutter Street Property 

NLF acquired its first permanent program space at 1830 Sutter Street in March 2002 through an 
out-of-court settlement of a community-based lawsuit against the San Francisco YWCA. Located 
in one of the last remaining Japantowns in the United States, and with the only genuine Noh 



theater stage in the western United States, 1830 Sutter is a unique example of the work of 
famed architect Julia Morgan. Morgan designed the building for the Issei (first generation) 
women of the Japanese YWCA in 1932. NLF completed a $2.2 million capital campaign to pay 
for the purchase, renovations and crucial seismic and accessibility upgrades of the Sutter Street 
building in 2009. A Historic Resource Evaluation was conducted on the building and the results 
were used to guide the renovation of the building, maintaining and preserving its historic 
features. The Sutter property houses one of NLF's preschool-age programs for 36 children, NLF 
offices and two community meeting rooms. NLF is proud to honor the legacy of the Issei (first 
generation) pioneers through preserving this unique community resource and through 
continuing to provide valuable services to the community. NLF is currently working with San 
Francisco's Planning Department to have its 1830 Sutter Street building be nominated for the 
National Registry of Historic Places. 

Plant a Seed Campaign 

NLF had been searching for an alternate location for its Bush Street site program since 2009 
when it faced losing its lease, but was unable to find a site within the Western Addition 
neighborhood, which was a major goal for the organization. As a solution, NLF decided to 
pursue plans to develop its Sutter Street playground lot by constructing a new building addition 
on it with a rooftop playground that would serve both buildings. The landlords of its Bush Street 
program site agreed to allow NLF to extend its lease until the project is completed. Fundraising 
for this project began in 2011 with the construction breaking ground in early November 2015. 
The construction recently was completed and the Bush Street site program moved into the new 
addition on May 22, 2017. 
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Case Number 2017-008645BR; 2017-008656LBR; 2017-008669LBR; 2017-
008670LBR; 2017-008810LBR; 2017-008812LBR; The Ave Bar; Casa 

Sanchez;  Jeffrey’s Toys; Nihonmachi Little Friends;  Pacitas Salvadorean 
Bakery; Phoenix Arts Association Theatre  

 Filing Date: August 2, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-008670LBR 
Business Name: Nihonmachi Little Friends  
Business Address: 1830 Sutter Street 
Zoning: RM-3 (Residential-Mixed, Medium Density)/ 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0676/071 
Applicant:  Cathy Inamasu 

1830 Sutter Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed, District 5 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Located on the north side of Sutter Street between Webster and Buchanan Streets, Nihonmachi Little 
Friends (NLF) is a bilingual and multicultural organization providing high quality, affordable child care 
and educational services in Japantown. It was founded in 1975 by parents and activists belonging to San 
Francisco’s Japanese and Japanese American communities who sought to create a culturally sensitive and 
affordable option for childcare. Its three key components consist of: a preschool program, an after-school 
program, and a parent/family partnership. The organization’s community-based model helps to 
encourage parental and familial involvement in the child’s learning process, and in turn promotes the 
leadership capabilities and skills of the parents involved. Since its founding in the mid-1970s, NLF has 
provided childcare and educational instruction that incorporates the Japanese language for preschoolers 
through 5th graders in Japantown, and has grown from a program serving 15 students to one that 
currently serves 200.  
 
NLF is an active member of the Japantown community, participating in key neighborhood events such as 
the Cherry Blossom Fair and Nihonmachi Street Fair. Over the course of its 41 years in existence, NLF has 
operated out of several different locations and at numerous times faced eviction or loss of lease at its 
former preschool sites. In 2002, NLF was able to secure a permanent home for its pre-school program by 
purchasing 1830 Sutter Street, the former San Francisco YWCA building and a historically significant 
property designed by architect, Julia Morgan, in 1932 for the Issei (first generation) women of the 
Japantown YWCA. The Planning Department is currently overseeing the development of a National 
Register of Historic Places application for the property through the San Francisco Sites of Civil Rights 
Project, funded by the National Park Service’s Underrepresented Communities Grant. NLF has also 
utilized the space at 1700 Sutter Street (Christ United Presbyterian Church) and 2031 Bush Street (Kinmon 
Gakuen Building) for its after-school programs.  
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 STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1975 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Nihonmachi Little Friends qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it 
meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Nihonmachi Little Friends has continuously operated in San Francisco’s Japantown 
neighborhood for 42 years.  

ii. Nihonmachi Little Friends has contributed to the Japantown community’s history and 
identity by providing childcare and educational instruction incorporating Japanese 
culture, language, and community. The organization has also worked to preserve the 
legacy of the neighborhood’s Issei (first generation) women’s history by preserving the 
historic Japantown YWCA building, which it now owns and maintains.  

iii. Nihonmachi Little Friends is committed to maintaining the physical features and 
traditions that define its function as a bilingual childcare and educational organization 
in San Francisco’s Japantown community. It is also committed to maintaining the 
physical features and history of the historic Japantown YWCA building, of which it is 
owner and steward. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The organization is associated with multicultural education and childcare, Japanese language and 
cultural instruction, and the history of San Francisco’s Japantown neighborhood.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. The 1932 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential 
historical significance. The property is considered a “Category A Property” and is eligible for 
listing in the California Register. The property is also listed on the Historic Preservation 
Commission’s Landmark Designation Work Program. 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. However, a National Register of Historic Places application is currently being produced for 
the property through the Department’s San Francisco Sites of Civil Rights Project, funded by the 
National Park Service’s Underrepresented Communities Grant. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

Yes. It is listed in the Japantown Historic Context Statement and the LGBTQ Historic Context 
Statement (the first Mattachine Society convention was held there in 1954). 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. Rafu Shimpo: Los Angeles Japanese Daily News, 6/26/2017, “Nihonmachi Little Friends to 
Hold Open House for New Preschool Addition”; Rafu Shimpo: Los Angeles Japanese Daily 
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 News, 8/31/2016, “Nihonmachi Little Friends: ‘Watch Us Grow’”; Rafu Shimpo: Los Angeles 
Japanese Daily News, 9/23/2015, “Nihonmachi Little Friends’ Groundbreaking Ceremony.” 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 1830 Sutter Street  

 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Japantown location 
• Tradition of offering bilingual and multicultural childcare and educational instruction 

incorporating Japanese language, culture, and community 
• Focus on parental involvement through its parent/family partnership program 
• Commitment to maintaining its historic property at 1830 Sutter Street, including its Noh theater 

stage, the only such remaining feature in the western United States 
 

Additional Recommended by Staff 
No additional recommendations. 



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution 
HEARING DATE AUGUST 2, 2017 

 
Filing Date: August 2, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-008670LBR 
Business Name: Nihonmachi Little Friends  
Business Address: 1830 Sutter Street 
Zoning: RM-3 (Residential-Mixed, Medium Density)/ 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0676-071 
Applicant:  Cathy Inamasu 

1830 Sutter Street 
San Francisco, CA 94115 

Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed, District 5 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR NIHONMACHI LITTLE 
FRIENDS, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1830 SUTTER STREET (BLOCK/LOT 0676/071).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, 
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing 
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and 
success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the history and identity of the Japantown 
neighborhood; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the business; and 
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WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 2, 2017, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
Nihonmachi Little Friends qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Nihonmachi Little Friends: 
 
Location (if applicable) 

• 1830 Sutter Street 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

• Japantown location 
• Tradition of offering bilingual and multicultural childcare and educational instruction incorporating 

Japanese language, culture, and community 
• Focus on parental involvement through its parent/family partnership program 
• Commitment to maintaining its historic property at 1830 Sutter Street, including its Noh theater stage, 

the only such remaining feature in the western United States 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-
008670LBR to the Office of Small Business.  
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on August 2, 2017. 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
ADOPTED:  


