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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report

HEARING DATE OCTOBER 3, 2016

ZEITGEIST

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-003
Business Name: Zeitgeist
Business Address: 199 Valencia Street
District: District 9
Applicant: Gideon Bush, General Manager/COO
Nomination Date: July 21, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor David Campos
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
RBCC, Inc. dba Zeitgeist is a brew pub and beer garden located on Valencia Street between Duboce Avenue and
McCoppin Street in the Mission District. The current business has operated out of the building since 1972, when it
opened as Rainbow Cattle Company and became a hangout for gay hippies. Renamed “Zeitgeist” in 1986, the
business has served as a local gathering spot over the decades, featuring Bay Area craft beers and giving back to
the neighborhood by hosting fundraising events, providing shelter for neighbors displaced by fires, and providing
holiday offerings from the kitchen for patrons who live far from home. Passionate about beer, Zeitgeist is a regular
participant in San Francisco Beer Week and takes suggestions on its beer offerings from its customers.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in SF for 30 or more years, with no break in SF operations
exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

199 Valencia Street from 1972-Present (44 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Mission District neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 The business is associated with the tradition of serving local craft brew.
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 The business has contributed to the Mission community’s history and identity by serving as a local brew pub
and beer garden, and hosting community fundraisers

 While the business has not been mentioned in a local historic context statement, 199 Valencia was mentioned
in the LGBTQ Historic Context Statement (adopted 2015). The building had previously housed Hans Off,
where nude go-go dancers performed during the 1960s and early 1970s, as well as Rainbow Cattle
Company, a hangout for gay hippies during the 1970s.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 The New York Times, 10/28/2015, “Travel: 36 Hours in San Francisco,” by Bonnie Tsui
 San Francisco Chronicle and SF Gate, 7/24-30/2011, “Sunday Datebook: Zeitgeist,” by Meredith May
 SF Gate, 7/24/2011, “The steins collect: Bay Area beer gardens,” by Nellie Bowls, Meredith May, David

Wagner, Sam Whiting”
 SF Gate, 1/21/2016, “The most popular bar in California is a divey brew pub in San Francisco,” by Alyssa

Pereira
 SF Gate, 5/6/2016, “San Francisco’s most popular bars, according to Lyft and Uber,” by Dianne de

Guzman.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Zeitgeist qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry
under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed physical
features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Memorabilia, including old signs, cash register, and artifacts on display.
 Stained glass window visible on the eastern façade (Duboce Street), which was installed by Rainbow Cattle

Company in the 1970s and which displays the letters, “RBCC,” and images of a rainbow and an arrow.

In addition, the following is recommended for safeguarding by staff:
 Back yard beer garden.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Zeitgeist currently located at 199
Valencia Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section
2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE OCTOBER 3, 2016

ZEITGEIST

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-003
Business Name: Zeitgeist
Business Address: 199 Valencia Street
District: District 9
Applicant: Gideon Bush, General Manager/COO
Nomination Date: July 21, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor David Campos
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR ZEITGEIST,
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 199 VALENCIA STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, and the Small Business Commission finds that
the business has significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and,
if not included in the Registry, the business would face a significant risk of displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on October 3, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Zeitgeist in the Legacy Business
Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at Zeitgeist:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Memorabilia, including old signs, cash register, and artifacts on display.
 Stained glass window visible on the eastern façade (Duboce Street), which was installed by Rainbow Cattle

Company in the 1970s and which displays the letters, “RBCC,” and images of a rainbow and an arrow.
 Back yard beer garden.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
October 3, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application No.: LBR-2016-17-003
Business Name: Zeitgeist
Business Address: 199 Valencia Street
District: District 9
Applicant: Gideon Bush, General Manager/COO
Nomination Date: July 21, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor David Campos

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: August 22, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program

Legacy
Business
Registry

Application Review
Sheet



Member Board of Supervisors City and County of San Francisco
District 9

City Hall ∙ 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 ∙ San Francisco, California 94102-4689
Reception: (415) 554-5144 ∙ FAX (415) 554-6255 ∙ David.Campos@sfgov.org

DAVID CAMPOS

July 21, 2016

Re: Nomination of Zeitgeist to the Legacy Business Registry

Dear Director Kurylo:

I am writing to nominate to the Legacy Business Registry – Zeitgeist. Zeitgeist occupies a building that
has been housing a bar for 100 years. Zeitgeist has been operating under its current business name since
1972. It is a beloved fixture in Northern Mission. Zeitgeist is one of the few bars in the Mission that has a
large outdoor patio for patrons to enjoy a drink on Sunny afternoons in San Francisco. The bar has a
distinct character and ambiance that is the regular stomping ground of many patrons. The business has
been very active in helping to provide shelter and economic relief to many of the victims of the recent
spate of fires in the Mission District.

This business plays an essential role in the identity of the Mission and it is my distinct honor to nominate
Zeitgeist to become part of San Francisco’s Legacy Business Registry.

Sincerely,

David Campos
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Filing Date: August 22, 2016 
Case No.: 2016-010966LBR 
Business Name: Zeitgeist  
Business Address: 199 Valencia Street   
Zoning: NCT-3 (Moderate Scale Neighborhood Commercial Transit District)/ 
 50-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3513/022 
Applicant:  Gideon Bush, General Manager/COO 

199 Valencia Street  
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Nominated By: Supervisor David Campos, District 9 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
RBCC, Inc. dba Zeitgeist is a brew pub and beer garden located on Valencia Street between Duboce 
Avenue and McCoppin Street in the Mission District. It is housed on the first floor of a three-story mixed 
use building. A bar has operated out of the space for an estimated 100 years. During Prohibition it was 
converted into an ice cream shop called, “Lally’s,” with a speakeasy in the basement; mosaic tile in the 
entryway serves as a reminder of that time period. The current business has operated out of the building 
since 1972, when it opened as Rainbow Cattle Company and became a hangout for gay hippies. Renamed 
“Zeitgeist” in 1986, the business has served as a local gathering spot over the decades, featuring Bay Area 
micro-brews and giving back to the neighborhood by hosting fundraising events, providing shelter for 
neighbors displaced by fires, and providing holiday offerings from the kitchen for patrons who live far 
from home. Passionate about beer, Zeitgeist is a regular participant in San Francisco Beer Week and takes 
suggestions on its beer offerings from its customers. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1972 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Zeitgeist qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the 
eligibility Criteria: 

i. Zeitgeist has operated for 44 years. 

ii. Zeitgeist has contributed to the Mission community’s history and identity by serving 
as a local brew pub and beer garden, and hosting community fundraisers.  

iii. Zeitgeist is committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
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its tradition of serving local craft brew. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

Yes. The business is associated with the tradition of serving local craft brew. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?  

No.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. The property is considered a “Category C Property,” meaning that it was not found to be a 
historic resource per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical 
resources. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. While the business has not been mentioned in a local historic context statement, 199 Valencia 
was mentioned in the LGBTQ Historic Context Statement (adopted 2015). The building had 
previously housed Hans Off, where nude go-go dancers performed during the 1960s and early 
1970s, as well as Rainbow Cattle Company, a hangout for gay hippies during the 1970s. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. The New York Times, 10/28/2015, “Travel: 36 Hours in San Francisco,” by Bonnie Tsui; San 
Francisco Chronicle and SF Gate, 7/24-30/2011, “Sunday Datebook: Zeitgeist,” by Meredith May; SF 
Gate, 7/24/2011, “The steins collect: Bay Area beer gardens,” by Nellie Bowls, Meredith May, 
David Wagner, Sam Whiting”; SF Gate, 1/21/2016, “The most popular bar in California is a divey 
brew pub in San Francisco,” by Alyssa Pereira; SF Gate, 5/6/2016, “San Francisco’s most popular 
bars, according to Lyft and Uber,” by Dianne de Guzman. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 199 Valencia 
 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Outdoor beer garden 
• Mosaic tile in Valencia Street entryway that spells, “Lally’s”  

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Memorabilia, including old signs, cash register, and artifacts on display  
• Stained glass window visible on the eastern façade (Duboce Street), which was installed by 

Rainbow Cattle Company in the 1970s and which displays the letters, “RBCC,” and images of a 
rainbow and an arrow 
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 787
HEARING DATE SEPTEMBER 21, 2016

Fax:
415.558.6409

Filing Date: August 22, 2016

Case No.: 2016-010966LBR

Business Name: Zeitgeist

Business Address: 199 Valencia Street

Zoning: NCT-3 (Moderate Scale Neighborhood Commercial Transit District)/

50-X Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 3513/022

Applicant: Gideon Bush, General Manager/COO

199 Valencia Street

San Francisco, CA 94103

Nominated By: Supervisor David Campos, District 9

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

desiree.smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.fiye @sfgov.org

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.55$.6378

Planning
Information:
415.558.6377

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR RBCC, INC. DBA

ZEITGEIST, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 199 VALENCIA STREET (BLOCIC/LOT 3513/022).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Mission neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

~~^~~~.s~plannang.crc~



Resolution No. 787 CASE NO. 2016-010966LBR
September 21, 2016 RBCC, Inc. dba Zeitgeist

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on September 21, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

RBCC, Inc., dba Zeitgeist qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section

2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated in the same location for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute

to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Zeitgeist

Location (if applicable)

• 199 Valencia Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

• Outdoor beer garden

• Mosaic tide in Valencia Street entryway spelling "tally's"

• Memorabilia, including old signs, cash register, and artifacts on display

• Stained glass window visible on the eastern facade (Duboce Street), which was installed by Rainbow Cattle

Company in the 1970s and which displays the letters, "RBCC,"and images of a rainbow and an arrow

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission's findings and

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section

15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

010966LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED the Historic Preservation Commission

on September 21, 2016.

Jonas P. Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES: Hyland, Johnck, Johns, Pearlman, Matsuda, Wolfram

NOES: None

ABSENT: Hasz

ADOPTED: September 21, 2016
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