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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
The Plough and Stars (“the Plough”) is an Irish pub and live music venue that opened April 30, 1975, at 116 
Clement Street in the Richmond District. The business promotes traditional Irish music and community 
philanthropy and outreach. The name “the Plough and Stars” comes from a famous play written about the 
Easter Rising of 1916 by the Irish writer, Sean O’Casey. 
 
The original owner of the Plough and Stars, Bob Heaney, operated the business from its opening day until 
1981 when the current owner, Sean Heaney, took over. Bob Heaney was a businessman who was also the 
original owner of the Starry Plough located in Berkeley. The Plough and Stars has remained at the same 
location in San Francisco for over 40 years. 
 
Sean Heaney immigrated to San Francisco in the early 1980s along with an influx of other Irish immigrants. 
As a former bar owner in Ireland, Sean missed the connection he had to Irish traditional music back home. 
When Sean took over the Plough and Stars, he continued and significantly expanded the tradition of live Irish 
music at the establishment. 
 
For the past 36 years that Sean has operated the business, he has provided Irish music seisiúns every 
Tuesday and Sunday evening. A seisiún is an informal gatherings of musicians who come together and play 
traditional music together. The seisiúns at the Plough and Stars are typically led by two people while 
everyone else is welcome to come and join in. In earlier years, the Plough and Stars was heavily involved in 
the Celtic Festival at Fort Mason that ran for many years. Currently, the Plough and Stars host events put on 
by the Irish American Crossroads Festival which aims to celebrate and expose Irish literature, culture and 
music. The festival is now entering its fifteenth year of operation. Sean currently sits on the advisory board for 
the festival. 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 
Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years: 



CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
 
 

  OFFICE OF SMALL BUSI NESS 
REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI ,  DIRECTOR  

 

  

1 DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROOM 110,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102-4681  
(415)  554-6134 /  www.s fos b.org  /  legacybus iness@sfgov. org  

 
116 Clement Street from 1975 to Present (43 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Richmond District neighborhood’s history and identity. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• The Plough and Stars is associated with the Irish and Celtic traditional music, Irish beer (Guiness), and 

pub culture. 
 
• The Plough and Stars has contributed to the identity of the Inner Richmond neighborhood and the San 

Francisco Irish community by serving as a pub and music venue specializing in Irish and Celtic traditions. 
 
• Since 1981, the Plough and Stars has been a central location for newly arrived Irish immigrants to 

network for jobs, housing, music and romance. The bar was a gathering place for Irish immigrants who 
were forced to leave Ireland during the severe economic recession of the 1980s. Many immigrants were 
drawn to the Richmond District due to its historically Irish population, and the Plough and Stars was 
known as a gathering place. Irish immigrants and existing Irish people met to look for work, play music 
and join a community. 

 
• The business has been cited in the following publications: 

 Irish Music Magazine, article on the Plough saying, “The Plough and the Stars is no apple juice and 
cookies listening room. It’s a raucous, hobnailed boot, pint for punt dancing and meeting place for its 
patrons,” 2001. 

 TG4, the Irish language television channel located in Galway, broadcast its annual Gallic Christmas 
Show from the Plough and Stars in 2008. The show featured local, Irish and international musicians. 
It was aired throughout Ireland.  

 The Plough has also been featured in the San Francisco magazine 7x7, the San Francisco Chronicle 
on numerous occasions and the Richmond Review. 

 
• The Plough and Stars has received the following awards and/or commendations: 

 Guinness, “Gold Standard Award” for recognition of the achievement of the highest possible 
standards of quality dispense, pouring and presentation of a pint. 

 SF Weekly, “Best Irish Pub” in 2004. 
 Thrillist, “21 Best Irish Pubs in America.” 
 Sean Heaney was named the District 1 Honoree for Small Business Week in San Francisco. 

 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, The Plough and Stars is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
pub. 
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that The Plough and Stars qualifies for the Legacy 
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• The long, dark, wood bar. 
• Original art, signage and historical posters that tell the history and culture of Ireland. 
• The small wooden stage at the end, surrounded by pictures of past and present musicians that have 

played over the years. 
• A round table for musician gatherings. 
• Guinness beer. 
• Vintage Guinness handles. 
• Live music and dancing. 
• Seisiúns ‐ an informal gatherings of musicians who come together and play traditional music. 
 
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Bar. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include The Plough and Stars 
currently located at 116 Clement Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE FEBRUARY 26, 2018 

 
THE PLOUGH AND STARS 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
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Business Address:  116 Clement Street 
District:   District 1 
Applicant:   John Hobden, Owner 
Nomination Date:  December 10, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR THE 
PLOUGH AND STARS, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 116 CLEMENT STREET. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on February 26, 2018, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes The Plough and Stars in the Legacy 
Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at The Plough and Stars: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• The long, dark, wood bar. 
• Original art, signage and historical posters that tell the history and culture of Ireland. 
• The small wooden stage at the end, surrounded by pictures of past and present musicians that have 

played over the years. 
• A round table for musician gatherings. 
• Guinness beer. 
• Vintage Guinness handles. 
• Live music and dancing. 
• Seisiúns ‐ an informal gatherings of musicians who come together and play traditional music. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain The Plough and Stars on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Bar. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
February 26, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-030 
Business Name:   The Plough and Stars 
Business Address:   116 Clement Street 
District:   District 1 
Applicant:    John Hobden, Owner 
Nomination Date:   December 10, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
116 Clement Street from 1975 to Present (43 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: January 11, 2018 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 



 
  

Member, Board of Supervisors  
District 1  

     
  Sandra Lee Fewer  

  

  
City and County of San 

Francisco  

December 10, 2017 

 

Regina Dick-Endrizzi 

Office of Small Business 

Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 110 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 

Re: Nomination of The Plough and Stars to the Legacy Business Registry 

 

Dear Director Regina Dick-Endrizzi:  

 

I am excited to nominate The Plough and Stars to the San Francisco Legacy Business Registry. The Plough 

and Stars, an Irish pub, has provided live music and entertainment on Clement Street for over 40 years. 

Founded in 1975, The Plough and Stars is known for its homey atmosphere and live music. Often 

featuring traditional Celtic tunes, The Plough and Stars also showcases folk, bluegrass, and country 

music.  Known for these live performances, an intimate atmosphere, and friendly bartenders, it is no 

surprise that The Plough and Stars has been named by SF Weekly as San Francisco’s Best Irish Pub. 

 

As one of a handful of live music venues in our neighborhood, the Plough and Stars remains a vibrant 

part of the San Francisco music scene and an integral part of the fabric of the neighborhood  I also had 

the pleasure of recognizing Plough and Stars as an honoree as part of the 2017 Small Business Week; the 

business is deeply rooted in the neighborhood hosting many community-serving events.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandra Lee Fewer 













THE PLOUGH AND STARS  
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative  

CRITERION 1  

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of 
all other locations.  

The Plough and Stars (“the Plough”) is an Irish pub and live music venue that first opened its 
doors on Friday April 30, 1975, at 116 Clement Street in the Richmond District. From the first 
day the Plough and Stars opened, it promoted two threads that have continued to weave 
throughout its history: traditional Irish music and community philanthropy and outreach. The 
name “the Plough and Stars” comes from a famous play written about the Easter Rising of 1916 
by the Irish writer, Sean O’Casey.   

The original owner of the Plough and Stars, Bob Heaney, operated the business from its 
opening day until 1981, when the current owner, Sean Heaney took over. Bob Heaney was a 
businessman who was also the original owner of the Starry Plough located in Berkeley. The 
Plough and Stars has remained at the same location in San Francisco for over 40 years.  

Sean Heaney immigrated to San Francisco in the early 1980s along with an influx of other Irish 
immigrants. As a former bar owner in Ireland, Sean missed the connection he had to Irish 
traditional music back home. When Sean took over the Plough and Stars, he continued and 
significantly expanded the tradition of live Irish music at the establishment.   

For the past 36 years that Sean has operated the business, he has provided Irish music seisiúns 
every Tuesday and Sunday evening. A seisiún is an informal gatherings of musicians who come 
together and play traditional music together. The seisiúns at the Plough and Stars are typically 
led by two people while everyone else is welcome to come and join in. Often, many people join 
us as they are passing through town to either listen in while drinking a fresh pint of Guinness or 
to take their pint to the round table and sit in the circle among those playing and give it a go.  

In earlier years, the Plough and Stars was heavily involved in the Celtic Festival at Fort Mason 
that ran for many years.  

Currently, the Plough and Stars host events put on by the Irish American Crossroads Festival 
which aims to celebrate and expose Irish literature, culture and music. The festival is now 
entering its fifteenth year of operation. Sean currently sits on the advisory board for the 
festival.  



b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months?  

During its years of operations, the Plough and Stars has never ceased its operations at any point 
for more than six months.   

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business.  

Since Sean Heaney took over, his wife Lisa McLaughlin and he have operated it as a family 
business. Their two children, Eoin and Elena, now work there as well. Both Eoin and Elena help 
book musicians and manage all of the major events held at the Plough. Eoin is presently in the 
process of taking over managerial duties. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business.  

Following is the ownership history of the Plough and Stars:  
1975-1981:  Bob Heaney  
1981-Present:  Sean Heaney  

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership.  

Documentation is included in the Legacy Business Registry application.   

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry.  

The property was built in 1905. Photographs of the building prior to 1975 exist in the Western 
Neighborhood Project photo archive. The building served as a French laundry prior to 1975.  

CRITERION 2  

a. Describe the business contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco.  

Since 1981, the Plough and Stars has been a central location for newly arrived Irish immigrants 
to network for jobs, housing, music and romance. The bar was a gathering place for Irish 
immigrants who were forced to leave Ireland during the severe economic recession of the 
1980s. Many immigrants were drawn to the Richmond District due to its historically Irish 



population, and the Plough and Stars was known as a gathering place. Irish immigrants and 
existing Irish people met to look for work, play music and join a community. Many of the people 
that found the beginning of their life in America at the Plough still continue to patronize the 
establishment. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry?  

The Plough and Stars has become a well-known live music venue for both local and touring 
artists. Not only is the Plough known for Irish traditional music, but for all music genres.  

The Plough and Stars has been host to CD release parties, plays, book releases and readings. 
Once a week, the Plough hosts the local branch of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann, a worldwide 
nonprofit organization dedicated to preserving and fostering the traditions of Ireland through 
music, song, dance, storytelling and language. They hold their weekly set dance classes at the 
pub. 

As the Richmond district has changed, so has the Plough and Stars. While it continues to offer 
Irish music and dancing, the Plough has broadened its offering of music to include everything 
from Zydeco to Bluegrass. The bar now hosts numerous Bluegrass shows every month. Shelby 
Ash, music promoter and business owner of the Music Store in West Portal, hosts monthly 
shows including the “The Hardly Strictly Bluegrass After Party” during the weekend of the 
Bluegrass Festival in Golden Gate Park. For many years, neighborhood locals Jeanne and Chuck 
Poling have hosted a “Bluegrass Country Jam” on the first Wednesday of every month. 

In earlier years, the Plough and Stars was heavily involved in the Celtic Festival at Fort Mason 
that ran for many years and exposed Bay Area residents to an array of traditional musicians 
from all over the world. The Plough and Stars became the venue for unofficial “Celtic Monday” 
where musicians like Martin Hayes and and Sharon Shannon would gather together to play.  

Currently, the Plough and Stars hosts events put on by the Irish American Crossroads Festival, a 
citywide event that aims to celebrate and expose Irish literature, culture and music. Sean serves 
as the music advisor for Crossroads. Some of the musical events have included musician and 
folklorist Mick Moloney with Athena Tergis and Chicago fiddle player Liz Carroll.  

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents?  

Throughout the years, the Plough and Stars has been recognized for many things. One 
important honor was the “Gold Standard Award” from Guinness for recognition of the 
achievement of the highest possible standards of quality dispense, pouring and presentation of 
a pint. The Plough and Stars was named “Best Irish Pub” by SF Weekly in 2004 and also on the 
list of “21 Best Irish Pubs in America” via Thrillist. In 2001, Irish Music Magazine featured an 
article on the Plough saying, “The Plough and the Stars is no apple juice and cookies listening 



room. It’s a raucous, hobnailed boot, pint for punt dancing and meeting place for its patrons.” 
In 2008, TG4, the Irish language television channel located in Galway, broadcast its annual Gallic 
Christmas Show from the Plough and Stars. The show featured local, Irish and international 
musicians. It was aired throughout Ireland. The Plough has also been featured in the San 
Francisco magazine 7x7, the San Francisco Chronicle on numerous occasions and the Richmond 
Review. Most recently, Sean Heaney was named the District 1 Honoree for Small Business Week 
in San Francisco.  

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?  

A number of musicians have performed at the Plough, both formally (as a performance that has 
been arranged, booked and advertised) and informally (a musician or band that has dropped in 
after a show or while visiting San Francisco). Some of the more famous Irish drop-ins have 
included Van Morrison, who played a solo gig that he quietly arranged with Sean. Other drop-
ins have included the Chieftans, Hothouse Flowers, the Waterboys, George Thoroughgood, 
Jethro Tull, Michael Flatley, Mary Black, Christy Moore, Jimmy McCarthy, Donal Lunny and the 
Lord Mayor of Dublin. Some more well-known acts that have been booked at the Plough are 
Martin Hayes, Sharon Shannon, Michael Flatley, Stocktons Wing, Begley and Cooney, Sean 
Turrell, Old Blind Dogs, Mary Jane Lamont, Paddy Keenan, Andy Irvine, Andrew McNamara, 
Jimmy Crowley and Stokers Lodge, Green Shine, Dervish, Danu, Full Set, Beoga, Altan, Gerry 
OBeirne, Kevin Burke, Lunasa, Joe Burke and Anne Conroy, Joanie Madden, Niamh Parsons, 
Tony MacMahon, Kevin Burke, Frankie Gavin, Gerry O’Connor, the Kennelly Dancers and many 
more. Many, many local U.S. artists have played in the Plough as well, including the Rattlecans, 
Anju’s Blue Eyes, Culann’s Hounds, Walshy and Westy, Gasmen, Kyle Thayer, Muddy Roses, Hot 
Buttered Rum, Stow Lake, the legendary James King, the Earl Brothers, Austin String Band, Leo 
Rondeau and many others.  

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?  

Sean and his wife Lisa have lived in the Richmond district for 31 years. The Richmond district 
was where they raised their two children, Eoin and Elena, and began their lives together. Lisa 
has been an elementary school teacher at Alamo Elementary on 23rd Avenue since 1999. Both 
their children attended their neighborhood public schools and continue to live their lives as 
Richmond district residents.   

As an active member in his community, Sean has often hosted fundraisers and benefits at the 
Plough and Stars for both local and national organizations. The Plough has hosted benefits for 
everything from the Haight Ashbury Childcare Center to 9/11 First Responders. Most recently, 
the Plough hosted the Sanctuary Seisiúns for the ACLU. The Plough and Stars has always been a 
welcoming, open host to many different causes. We have included posters and articles in the 
Legacy application to accompany this. 

As Richmond district parents, Sean and Lisa have always made sure the Plough was available to 
the local public schools for their fundraising needs. From raffle ticket sales to auction items, and 



often being the venue for the event, the Plough is often the place for parents to come together 
for their community school and raise money.   

The Plough is the only venue in San Francisco that provides weekly opportunities to play and 
pass on traditional Irish music and dance. The community of seisiún musicians in the Plough are 
known to many in the neighborhood. The commitment to these traditions is a significant one, 
as the music is learned from the experience of musicians playing together. Seisiún songs are 
taught through the leading of one musician while everyone else comes in and follows once they 
know the tune. The Plough and Stars has been a place for generations to pass on songs from 
their respective counties and families. People often come in on seisiún nights having never even 
heard of such an event happening and come in time and time again in awe of the music.   

The Plough and Stars is a wonderful resource for Irish traditional seisiúns, regular gigs and set 
dancing. Through the decades, it has been the place to be in touch with the local Irish and 
Richmond district community. Like the music that drives it, the pub provides a wonderful 
opportunity for people to connect and reconnect whether it’s through the music or the 
neighborhood.  

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves.  

When reflecting on the community the Plough and Stars serves, it is hard to pinpoint one group 
of people. Originally serving directly to the Irish immigrant community, it has developed a 
following by Irish Americans, musicians of all walks, writers, Richmond district residents and 
lovers of Irish culture. It has become a meeting place for generations of families, and we often 
have people telling our staff that they are here because their parents had their first date here, 
their fathers took their first drinks here while their mothers recovered from labor at CPMC, or 
they've been told this is where to go for the best Guinness. The Plough has always been known 
as a place where someone can arrive as a stranger and leave with newly made friends. We 
welcome people from around the world and the Bay Area as they come to get a taste of 
authentic Irish culture.   

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior?  

The building is not associated with a culturally significant building/structure/object/interior.   

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.?  

If the Plough and Stars no longer existed in the Richmond District, it would be a loss for many. It 
has always been a place for anyone to come, dates to meet, couples to cut their wedding cake, 
parents to buy their child their first legal drink, and people to have a quick beer while they 
await their reservation at a neighboring restaurant. Of all those things, it is so much more. It 



has been the beacon of Irish culture throughout the Bay Area. It has been the lifeline of Irish 
traditional music on the West Coast for over 40 years.  

CRITERION 3  

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.  

The Plough and Stars is an established Richmond district business known to many residents as 
“The Plough.” For over 40 years, it has served as a Richmond quintessential gathering place for 
its customers. The long, dark, wood bar displays detailed craftsmanship, perfect to house the 
original art, signage and historical posters that tell the history and culture of Ireland. The small 
wooden stage at the end, surrounded by pictures of past and present musicians that have 
played over the years, welcome the next act. Amongst the seating, you will often find the only 
round table in the whole bar is occupied by a group of musicians. Many have been coming to 
that round table every week for over 30 years, and for some it is their first time. At the bar, of 
course, is where the Guinness is poured. Guinness glasses are stacked in front of the taps, 
gleaming under the light. The vintage Guinness handles pour the perfect pint. Oftentimes, the 
person behind the bar has an Irish accent and greets patrons in a friendly manor. It is all these 
characteristics that make the Plough the bar that it is.  

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms)  

In order to maintain the historical traditions that define the Plough and Stars, it is imperative 
that we continue to be a venue for live music. Live music is what has drawn so many of our 
customers and so many musicians from near and far to come in and hear the players. Sean's 
passion lies in the music and he has built his business to house that passion. Without the 
Plough, so much of Irish culture would have no home in San Francisco. It has been built to serve 
artists and welcome guests. Second to that, is our commitment to our reputation for the 
“perfect pint” of Guinness that we serve. Each employee is trained meticulously by Sean 
himself on how to pour the perfect pint in both taste and presentation.   

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.).  

From the outside, the Plough and Stars has all the characteristics of a classic Irish pub. It has 
Celtic designs and signage that have all been hand painted. Upon entrance, you're greeted by a 
long dark bar and ample seating. Inside the bar, there are framed posters from the Celtic 
Festival and other pieces of art and signage depicting Irish history. By the stage, there are 



countless photographs taken by Sean himself of all the many musicians that have played upon 
that tiny stage over the years.  

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership.  

Not applicable.  









 

 









 



 



 



 



































http://www.sfweekly.com/best-of-san-francisco/best-irish-pub/ 

 

 
 

Best Irish Pub 
Wed May 19th, 2004 
 
Best Irish Pub  
 
The greatest thing about a good Irish pub is its congenial, courtly, somber, gregarious, 
witty, sentimental, surly, musical, poteen-fueled ambience, and the Plough is all of that 
in a beaker of brew. From the sidewalk out front one can hear the sound of clinking 
glass, ruttish laughter, and the occasional angry expletive. The pub's long, dark, 
scarred-wood interior features a small stage on which Irish music is performed almost 
every night of the week, including step-dancing, if you like that sort of thing, and there's 
a jukebox that plays Christy Moore, Michael Cooney, and U2 between times. Pool and 
darts are available for the athletically inclined, and when the fog rolls through the 
Avenues, you might as well be in Ballybunion of a November's eve. Most important, the 
affable barkeeps know how to serve up an ebon Guinness with a creamy head at cellar 
temperature or even a Harp or a Magner's if you're so disposed. Also available are 
Bushmill's, Jameson, and Redbreast whiskey from the Old Sod for those especially 
somber, or congenial, evenings.  
 

Location Info 
 
Plough & Stars 
116 Clement,  
San Francisco 

http://www.sfweekly.com/best-of-san-francisco/best-irish-pub/
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Filing Date:  January 11, 2018 

Case No.:  2018‐001176LBR 

Business Name:  The Plough and Stars 

Business Address:  116 Clement Street  

Zoning:  NCD (Inner Clement Street Neighborhood Commercial) 

  40‐X Height and Bulk District 

Block/Lot:  1431/019 

Applicant:   John Hobden, Owner 

380 Marin Oaks Drive 

Novato, CA 94949 

Nominated By:  Supervisor Sandra Fewer, District 1 

Staff Contact:  Shelley Caltagirone ‐ (415) 558‐6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 

Reviewed By:  Tim Frye – (415) 575‐6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 

  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

The Plough and Stars (“the Plough”) is an Irish pub and live music venue that opened April 30, 1975, at 

116  Clement  Street  in  the  Richmond  District.  The  business  promotes  traditional  Irish  music  and 

community philanthropy  and outreach. The name  “the Plough  and Stars”  comes  from  a  famous play 

written about the Easter Rising of 1916 by the Irish writer, Sean O’Casey. 

The original owner of  the Plough and Stars, Bob Heaney, operated  the business  from  its opening day 

until 1981, when  the current owner, Sean Heaney took over. Bob Heaney was a businessman who was 

also the original owner of the Starry Plough located in Berkeley. The Plough and Stars has remained at 

the same location in San Francisco for over 40 years. 

Sean  Heaney  immigrated  to  San  Francisco  in  the  early  1980s  along  with  an  influx  of  other  Irish 

immigrants. As a  former bar owner  in  Ireland, Sean missed  the  connection he had  to  Irish  traditional 

music back home. When Sean took over the Plough and Stars, he continued and significantly expanded 

the tradition of live Irish music at the establishment. 

For  the past 36 years  that Sean has operated  the business, he has provided  Irish music  seisiúns every 

Tuesday and Sunday evening. A seisiún is an informal gatherings of musicians who come together and 

play  traditional music  together. The  seisiúns  at  the Plough  and  Stars  are  typically  led by  two people 

while everyone else  is welcome  to come and  join  in. In earlier years, the Plough and Stars was heavily 

involved  in  the Celtic Festival at Fort Mason  that ran  for many years. Currently,  the Plough and Stars 

host events put on by  the  Irish American Crossroads Festival which aims  to celebrate and expose Irish 

literature, culture and music. The festival  is now entering  its fifteenth year of operation. Sean currently 

sits on the advisory board for the festival. 

The Plough and Stars is located on the north side of Clement Street between 2nd and 3rd Avenues in the 

Inner Richmond neighborhood. The  subject business  is  located within  the NCD  (Inner Clement Street 

Neighborhood Commercial) and a 40‐X Height and Bulk District. 
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STAFF ANALYSIS 

Review Criteria 

8. When was business founded?   

The Plough and Stars was founded in 1975.  

9. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, the Plough and Stars qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all 

of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. The Plough and Stars has operated for 43 years. 

ii. The  Plough  and  Stars  has  contributed  to  the  identity  of  the  Inner  Richmond 

neighborhood and the San Francisco Irish community by serving as a pub and music 

venue specializing in Irish and Celtic traditions. 

iii. The  Plough  and  Stars  is  committed  to  maintaining  the  physical  features  and 

traditions that define the pub. 

10. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

Yes,  the business  is associated with  the  Irish and Celtic  traditional music,  Irish beer  (Guiness), 

and pub culture.  

11. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes,  since  1981,  the  Plough  and  Stars  has  been  a  central  location  for  newly  arrived  Irish 

immigrants to network for jobs, housing, music and romance. The bar was a gathering place for 

Irish  immigrants who were forced to  leave Ireland during the severe economic recession of the 

1980s. Many  immigrants  were  drawn  to  the  Richmond  District  due  to  its  historically  Irish 

population,  and  the Plough  and  Stars was  known  as  a  gathering place.  Irish  immigrants  and 

existing Irish people met to look for work, play music and join a community.  

12. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No.  

13. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

14. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes, the business has been cited in several publications and by several institutions, including: 

 “Gold Standard Award” from Guinness for recognition of the achievement of the highest 

possible standards of quality dispense, pouring and presentation of a pint. named  

 “Best  Irish  Pub”  by  SF Weekly  in  2004  and  also  on  the  list  of  “21 Best  Irish Pubs  in 

America” via Thrillist.  

 In 2001, Irish Music Magazine featured an article on the Plough saying, “The Plough and 

the Stars is no apple juice and cookies listening room. It’s a raucous, hobnailed boot, pint 
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for punt dancing and meeting place for its patrons.” 

 In  2008,  TG4,  the  Irish  language  television  channel  located  in  Galway,  broadcast  its 

annual Gallic Christmas Show from the Plough and Stars. The show featured local, Irish 

and international musicians. It was aired throughout Ireland.  

 The Plough has also been featured in the San Francisco magazine 7x7, the San Francisco 

Chronicle on numerous occasions and the Richmond Review.  

 Sean  Heaney  was  named  the  District  1  Honoree  for  Small  Business  Week  in  San 

Francisco. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 

 116 Clement Street (1975‐present) 

 

Recommended by Applicant 

 The long, dark, wood bar 

 Original art, signage and historical posters that tell the history and culture of Ireland  

 The small wooden stage at  the end, surrounded by pictures of past and present musicians 

that have played over the years. 

 A round table for musician gatherings 

 Guinness beer  

 Vintage Guinness handles 

 Live music and dancing 

 Seisiúns  ‐    an  informal  gatherings  of musicians who  come  together  and  play  traditional 

music 

 

Additional Recommended by Staff 

 Business sign 

 Traditional storefront components, including large glass panels and wood trim 

  



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. XXX 

HEARING DATE:  FEBRUARY 7, 2018 

 
Case No.: 2018-001176LBR 
Business Name: The Plough and Stars 
Business Address: 116 Clement Street  
Zoning: NCD (Inner Clement Street Neighborhood Commercial) 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1431/019 
Applicant:  John Hobden, Owner 

380 Marin Oaks Drive 
Novato, CA 94949 

Nominated By: Supervisor Sandra Fewer, District 1 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR THE PLOUGH AND 
STARS, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 116 CLEMENT STREET, (BLOCK/LOT 1431/019).   

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, 
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing 
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and 
success; and 

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Inner Richmond neighborhood’s and City’s 
history and identity; and 

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on February 7, 2018, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 
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CASE NO. 2018-001176LBR 
116 Clement Street 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
The Plough and Stars qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for The Plough and Stars. 

Location (if applicable) 
• 116 Clement Street 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 
• The long, dark, wood bar 
• Original art, signage and historical posters that tell the history and culture of Ireland  
• The small wooden stage at the end, surrounded by pictures of past and present musicians that 

have played over the years. 
• A round table for musician gatherings 
• Guinness beer  
• Vintage Guinness handles 
• Live music and dancing 
• Seisiúns -  an informal gatherings of musicians who come together and play traditional music 
• Business sign 
• Traditional storefront components, including large glass panels and wood trim 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2018-
001176LBR to the Office of Small Business.  

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on February 7, 2018. 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
ADOPTED:  


