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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
DNA Lounge is located on the north side of 11th Street between Folsom and Harrison Streets and is 
comprised of two buildings constructed in 1906 and 1923, respectively. Opened on November 22, 1985, DNA 
Lounge is an all-ages nightclub, concert venue, and 24-hour restaurant and café containing four different 
performance spaces. It has been a South of Market institution for over three decades and is well-known 
within San Francisco’s nightlife industry. As described in its application, DNA Lounge is a “political project: an 
attempt to move the needle of culture in this city.” The all-ages venue features 21+, 18+, and all-ages dance 
parties and musical performances featuring diverse bands, D.J.s, and genres. In addition, DNA Lounge hosts 
comedy nights, lecture series, circuses, robotic exhibitions, dance performances, hair shows, charity events, 
and provides meeting space for community groups. 
 
Historically, it is known for its role in the development of House and Psytrance musical genres and continues 
to serve as a home for other music and performance-based subcultures, such as Deep House, Swing, Metal, 
Indie Rock, Mash-ups, Dubstep, Goth, burlesque and circus arts, as well as the growing Synthwave scene. 
Famous musicians ranging from Prince to Green Day to Run-D.M.C. have performed at DNA Lounge. DNA 
Lounge was voted “Best Dance Club” six times and as “Best Bar Staff” by the SF Bay Guardian’s “Best of the 
Bay” readers’ poll. 
 
DNA Lounge was a significant, unwilling participant in what was commonly referred to as the “War on Fun.” 
At a time when businesses were struggling in the 1990s and 2000s, the California Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control stepped up harassment of bars, clubs, dance halls and live entertainment venues of all 
types. DNA Lounge was among the clubs targeted. The business survived some notable conflicts with state 
and local regulatory agencies due to the DNA Lounge’s management team's devotion to the arts and their 
willingness to stand up for what truly makes San Francisco great rather than backing down to bureaucratic 
bullying. The battle for DNA Lounge was one of the contributing factors in the creation of the San Francisco 
Entertainment Commission, which stripped the San Francisco Police Department of their strangle-hold on 
nightlife permitting. 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
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Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years: 
 
375 11th Street from 1985 to Present (32 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the South of Market neighborhood’s history and identity. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• DNA Lounge is associated with the tradition of hosting genre-specific performances and dance parties by 

both live bands and DJs. It was particularly important to the development and continuance of San 
Francisco’s House and Psytrance scenes, and continues to serve as a hub for ever-evolving dance and 
music subcultures. 

 
• DNA Lounge has contributed to the identity of the South of Market neighborhood and to the history of 

several music scenes in San Francisco including House and Psytrance. It has done this by serving as a 
venue for musical performances, DJs, and dance parties for over three decades. 
 

• DNA Lounge consists of two buildings. Neither property has been evaluated by the Planning Department 
for potential historical significance. They are both considered “Category B” properties that require further 
review per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical resources. 
 

• The business has been cited in numerous publications, many of which are listed on page 23 of the 
attached application. 

 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, DNA Lounge is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define its role in 
providing nightlife entertainment to diverse audiences of all ages, serving as a safe and welcoming place, 
and offering a space for the cultivation of community around music, dance parties, and art. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that DNA Lounge qualifies for the Legacy Business 
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed 
physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
South of Market location 
• All-ages nightclub. 
• Concert venue. 
• 24-hour restaurant and café. 
• Diversity and mix of entertainment options. 
• Presence of performance spaces. 
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CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Entertainment venue. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include DNA Lounge currently located 
at 375 11th Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE SEPTEMBER 25, 2017 

 
DNA LOUNGE 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
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District:   District 6 
Applicant:   Jamie Zawinski and Barry Synoground 
Nomination Date:  August 1, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Jane Kim 
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ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR DNA 
LOUNGE, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 375 11TH STREET. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on September 25, 2017, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes DNA Lounge in the Legacy 
Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at DNA Lounge: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• All-ages nightclub. 
• Concert venue. 
• 24-hour restaurant and café. 
• Diversity and mix of entertainment options. 
• Presence of performance spaces. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain DNA Lounge on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Entertainment venue. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
September 25, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
 
 



CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
EDW IN M. LEE,  MAYOR 

 
  OFFICE OF SMALL BUSI NESS 

REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI ,  DIRECTOR 
 

 
 
 

1  DR.  CARLTON B.  GOODLETT PLACE,  ROOM 110,  SAN FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA 94102-4681  
(415)  554-6134 /  www.s fos b.org  /  legacybus iness@sfgov. org  

 
Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-007 
Business Name:   DNA Lounge 
Business Address:   375 11th Street 
District:   District 6 
Applicant:    Jamie Zawinski and Barry Synoground 
Nomination Date:   August 1, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Jane Kim 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
375 11th Street from 1985 to Present (32 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: August 21, 2017 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 
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DNA LOUNGE 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

The building housing DNA Lounge was constructed in 1920. It went through many years as a 
manufacturing site for early automobile parts, a foundry, a warehouse, and various other 
incarnations. It first became a nightclub in 1983 as the leather bar "Chaps." 

On November 22, 1985, DNA Lounge was born. Jim English, Jeff Mason and Brian Raffi bought 
the club and reopened it as DNA Lounge. The original doorman was recruited from a New York 
club called Area, and maintained very strict door control; you had to look very cool to get in. It 
was the hottest club in the city for quite some time. Some nights there'd be more people 
outside trying to get in than there were inside. 

DNA's first regular DJs were Ted Cousens, Adam Fisher and Brian Raffi. Spencer Coppins was the 
first manager. One of the early doormen was Doc Martin, who went on to be a famous house 
DJ. 

Much of the House and Psytrance scene in San Francisco found its birth at DNA during this 
period. This is also when Prince started showing up after playing arenas to wind down by 
playing more, but for hipper people. 

In 1994, DNA Lounge was sold to Tim Dale and John and Rob Schneider (of Saturday Night Live 
fame). They had a very popular disco cover band every Friday night for several years, but the 
place pretty much fell into disrepair and off of the radar. 

The current owner, Jamie Zawinski, bought the club in 1999, leaving his career in the software 
industry. He had been one of the founders of Netscape, and an early pioneer of open source. 

Since then, DNA Lounge has been a constant home for both dance parties and live music, 
regularly hosting all ages concerts, as well as a mixture popular of 21+, 18+ and all ages dance 
parties. 

In 2011, DNA Lounge expanded by purchasing the adjacent pizza restaurant next door. After 
some extensive remodeling, during which time the club was able to remain open, DNA Lounge 
annexed the second floor of the building next door, expanding from a two room club to either a 
four room club or a pair of two-room clubs able to operate independently and side by side. 



Because of that, it's not uncommon to witness evenings where one door opens into a kandy 
rave, and the other opens into a black metal show. It is this kind of extreme diversity of our 
entertainment offerings that brings us the most pride. 

On November 22, 2010, on the occasion of DNA Lounge's 25th anniversary, The San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors issued a proclamation declaring the date to be DNA Lounge Day, "to 
convey the City's sincere respect for their ability to successfully run an entertainment business 
for the last 25 years." 

On the same day, Mayor Gavin Newsom presented DNA Lounge with a Certificate of Honor: 
"With your atmosphere of safe and lively entertainment by internationally recognized artists, 
your tributary entertainment lounge greatly contributes to the rich cultural history of San 
Francisco's entertainment scene and our beloved historic South of Market District. Thank you 
for your committed excellence to all things great that continue to make San Francisco unique 
and dynamic." 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

A remodeling project in 2001 took 14 months during which time DNA Lounge was closed. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

No, Jamie Zawinski is the owner and Barry Synoground is the general manager, both since 1999. 
Technically, both are partners in the controlling LLC. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

1985 through 1994: Partnership between Jim English, Jeff Mason and Brian Raffi. 

1994 to 1999: Partnership between Tim Dale, John Schneider and Rob Schneider. 

1999 to Present: Jamie Zawinski, owner, and Barry Synoground, general manager.. 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Documentation of the existence of the business prior to current ownership to verify it has been 
in operation for 30+ years is provided in this application. 



f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The building at 375 11th Street is considered a “Category B Property” for the purposes of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

DNA Lounge has been a San Francisco nightlife institution for 32 years. There is a constant flow 
of live music from local to national touring acts. It is intricately intertwined with San Francisco's 
rich entertainment history and has provided a home for innumerable subcultures from Deep 
House, Psytrance, Swing, Metal, Indie Rock, Mash-ups, Dubstep and Goth, through the recent 
revivals of burlesque and circus arts, and most recently the growing Synthwave scene. Much of 
the House and Psytrance scene in San Francisco found its birth at DNA Lounge. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

UNIQUE EVENTS 

DNA Lounge is known for several notable repeating events of significance in the nightlife 
industry: 

• Bootie SF, occurring every Saturday, is the longest-running and most popular mash-up party 
in the world and is possibly San Francisco's most popular weekly party. 

• Death Guild is the longest-running weekly Goth club in the country. 
• Hubba Hubba Revue is a world famous monthly show at the heart of the modern burlesque 

movement. 
• Trannyshack, the world famous drag event, made its monthly home at DNA Lounge from 

2009 through 2014 (when Heklina bought The Oasis). 

WAR ON FUN 

DNA Lounge was a significant, unwilling participant in what was commonly referred to as the 
“War on Fun.” At a time when businesses were struggling in the 1990s and 2000s, the California 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control stepped up harassment of bars, clubs, dance halls 
and live entertainment venues of all types. DNA Lounge was among the clubs targeted. The 
business survived some notable conflicts with state and local regulatory agencies due to the 
DNA Lounge’s management team's devotion to the arts and their willingness to stand up for 
what truly makes San Francisco great rather than backing down to bureaucratic bullying. 



When Jamie Zawinski bought DNA Lounge in 1999, the San Francisco Police Department was in 
full control of nightclub permitting and were extremely hostile to nightlife. They attempted to 
use the change of ownership to deny operating permits to the new owner, despite the fact that 
the business was not materially changing in any way. This resulted in an extremely long and 
expensive legal battle. One result was the City demanded extensive soundproofing, which 
basically meant replacing the whole front wall of the building, among other things. That 
massive project resulted in the club being closed for 16 months, from March 2000 through July 
2001. 

After many years of successful operation as a 21-and-over nightclub and concert venue, DNA 
Lounge added a kitchen and converted its liquor license to all ages, the better to serve the local 
live music community. The San Francisco Police Department and California Department of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control tried to deny that change, with no legal basis. When their denial 
was overturned on appeal, they immediately sought to permanently revoke DNA Lounge's 
liquor license in an apparent act of revenge, calling the club a "Disorderly House Injurious to the 
Public Welfare and Morals." The claim? Lewd behavior by customers, surreptitiously witnessed 
by undercover officers at a gay dance party. The long and expensive legal battle resulting from 
that eventually resulted in a 30 day suspension in January 2001. 

Much of the local press referred to the several years surrounding this dark period of San 
Francisco's history as the "War on Fun." These clubs weren’t accused of serving alcohol to 
minors. Nor were they accused of attracting crime or violence. They were just attempting to 
present entertainment to all-ages audiences. Some examples of citations included the 
following: 

• Bottom of the Hill was cited for not serving enough Mexican food. 
• Café du Nord was cited for serving food at 8 p.m. instead of 5 p.m.   
• Glas Kat was cited for not being open for lunch. 
• Great American Music Hall was cited for not serving enough food. 
• Red Devil Lounge was cited for noise, with ABC disregarding local noise ordinances. 
• Slim's was cited for not serving enough food. 

The battle for DNA Lounge was arguably one of the major contributors to the creation of the 
San Francisco Entertainment Commission, which stripped the San Francisco Police Department 
of their strangle-hold on nightlife permitting. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Yes, lots. We have documented many awards and press mentions at 
https://www.dnalounge.com/backstage/press/, with the information included in this 
application. Among other things, DNA Lounge has been recognized as “Best Dance Club” in 
various local publications every year for the last decade. 

https://www.dnalounge.com/backstage/press/


d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

We have hosted concerts by a vast number of significant and sometimes historical musical acts, 
including but not limited to: 

• Prince 
• Afrika Bambaataa 
• Alien Sex Fiend 
• Incredibly Strange Wrestling 
• Chris Isaak 
• Cypress Hill (the "Insane in the Brain" music video was shot here in 1993) 
• Digable Planets 
• Digital Underground 
• Fishbone 
• Front 242 
• Goldie 
• GWAR 
• Henry Rollins 
• Lydia Lunch 
• Invisibl Skratch Piklz 
• Jello Biafra 
• Mark Farina 
• Nina Hagen 
• Pigface 
• The Prodigy 
• VNV Nation 
• Amanda Palmer 
• Pertubator 

Prince performed at DNA Lounge several times over the decades. SF Weekly reported on 
Prince’s show in April 20131: 

“Prince is, of course, a consummate showman. But the best part of last night's 
performance at DNA Lounge was the show on his own face. Watching him appreciate 
his exquisitely talented bandmates, make orgasmic expressions at his own fire-throwing 
guitar work, or giggle while punching the silly percussion effects on his keyboard, it was 
clear that a Prince show like this isn't about him trying to make the crowd happy. It's 
about him making himself happy. Your joy, as an audience member, comes from 
watching Prince use everything at hand to give Prince pleasure. [...] 

                                                           
1 SF Weekly; Prince Delights Himself (And a Small Crowd) at DNA Lounge, 4/23/13; By Ian S. Port; April 24, 2013; 
https://archives.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2013/04/24/prince-delights-himself-and-a-small-crowd-at-dna-lounge-
42313 

https://archives.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2013/04/24/prince-delights-himself-and-a-small-crowd-at-dna-lounge-42313
https://archives.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2013/04/24/prince-delights-himself-and-a-small-crowd-at-dna-lounge-42313


“No performance from The Artist would be complete without a demonstration of his 
funk credentials, and we got plenty of nasty grooves in the two-hour set. Prince 
bounced around instruments, from guitar, to vocals-only, to keyboard, even at times 
demanding the five-string bass from Ida Nielsen to show his own considerable skill at 
slapping. ‘Funk is in my DNA,’ he insisted at one point, and we were in no position to 
argue. [...]” 

Twenty years earlier in 1993, Paste Magazine reported on Prince’s show at DNA Lounge2: 

“Prince and his band would occasionally play unannounced aftershow parties at local 
nightclubs, often into the wee hours of the night. These aftershows were the hippest 
place to be and provided Prince and the New Power Generation musicians had the 
ability to intimately connect with a small audience of hardcore fans. These 
performances also allowed Prince to experiment with his music, performing new, 
unreleased and cover material as suited his spontaneous whims. These performances 
often took on an even wilder abandon than the official concert dates and those lucky 
enough to attend experienced something not soon forgotten. 

“The Act 1 Tour hit San Francisco on April 10, 1993 and San Jose the following night. One 
of the most memorable aftershows occurred after the San Jose date, when Prince and 
the New Power Generation returned to San Francisco and partied into the wee hours at 
San Francisco's DNA Lounge. Taking the stage at 3:30am, they proceed to tear it up for 
another two sets before a highly enthusiastic small club audience. Taped by the Bill 
Graham Presents crew, who provided sound reinforcement for this late night 
appearance, this remarkable recording faithfully captures Prince and the New Power 
Generation in high spirits, laughing and joking their way through two sets jam packed 
with the undeniably danceable, sex-fueled style of music that made Prince such a 
phenomenon. [...]” 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

We pride ourselves on being one of the safest and most diverse spaces in the city. DNA Lounge 
is host to countless vibrant communities and thousands of regulars. We've had many years of 
the most diverse, weird, interesting calendar of any venue. A typical month here include bands 
and DJs, comedy, lecture series, circuses, robotic exhibitions, dance performances and hair 
shows. We strive to provide a home for a whole lot of truly amazing art. 

DNA Lounge has always been a political project: an attempt to move the needle of culture in 
this city. To provide a forum for a wide variety of art that makes this city a better place. DNA 
Lounge is putatively a business, but it is also activism. 

                                                           
2 Paste; Listen to Two Prince Sets at the DNA Lounge from 1993; By Alan Bershaw; April 22, 2016; 
https://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2016/04/listen-to-two-prince-sets-at-the-dna-lounge-from-1.html 

https://www.pastemagazine.com/articles/2016/04/listen-to-two-prince-sets-at-the-dna-lounge-from-1.html


A political, cultural and artistic project like this does not come cheap. While we consider DNA 
Lounge to be monumentally successful in all the ways that truly matter, monetarily, the club 
has always operated at a significant loss. 

We frequently host events for charities, community organizations, and political causes such as 
the AIDS Emergency Fund, Red Cross, Breast Cancer Emergency Fund, California Music and 
Culture Association and the St. James Infirmary. We have also provided community meeting 
space for a number of local organizations like the SoMa Leader Council, SoMa Bend 
Neighborhood Association, SFPD Southern Station, Eleventh Street merchants and various 
community outreach meetings to address potential developments in the neighborhood. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

We take pride on being one of the safest and most diverse spaces in the city. 

DNA Lounge is host to countless vibrant communities and thousands of regulars. We've had 
many years of the most diverse, weird, interesting calendar of any venue. A typical month here 
doesn't include just bands and DJs, but comedy, lecture series, circuses, robotic exhibitions, 
dance performances and hair shows. We always strive to provide a home for a whole lot of 
truly amazing art. 

Our wide variety of events also means a wide variety of age ranges. At some of our all-ages 
dance parties, two thirds of our guests will be under 21, while at our burlesque shows, most of 
the customers will be in their 40s or 50s. At rock concerts, the guests tend to be 18 to 30 years 
old. 

Our customers come from within San Francisco and all over the Bay Area. For some events, we 
have to take into account the fact that BART stops operating at midnight. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

DNA Lounge consists of two adjacent buildings.  

The main building is a large peaked-roof warehouse constructed in 1920. The main room is 
roughly 3,000 square feet and consists of a large dance floor and stage. Circling the room is an 
open second-story balcony that provides a view of the stage and main floor from above. Two 
distinctive stairways flank the stage, leading up to a second 1,200 square foot room with its 
own dance floor and sound system. 

The attached building next door, constructed some time before 1950, houses our restaurant, 
DNA Pizza, on the ground floor. The restaurant can be accessed both from the street and from 
inside the club. Patrons are welcome to bring their food into the dance club, or head out to the 
restaurant for a slightly quieter place for conversations. Since our restaurant operates 24 hours 



a day, it's also a great place for our guests to have some food while sobering up at the end of 
the night. 

Above the restaurant are two more rooms: "Above DNA" is a 1,200 square foot room with its 
own stage and dance floor. Behind it, down a short hallway, is the "Dazzle Room," a 600-
square-foot dance space named for its dazzle camouflage-themed paint scheme. 

Since Above DNA has its own entrance to the street, we often have two unrelated events 
happening in Above DNA and in the Main Room, but we also have the capability to combine the 
whole compound into one massive four-room event, as we do every Saturday at Bootie. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

Because we take chances on such a wide variety of events, losing DNA Lounge would mean that 
those events would have a difficult time finding new homes. Some of them would probably end 
up in underground, unlicensed and unsafe spaces. Some might not happen at all. 

Many different subcultures have made their home here over the years, and would find it tragic 
to have to scatter to multiple less-welcoming places. 

Due to the concentration of entertainment businesses on Eleventh Street, all of the businesses 
benefit from each others' presence. For example, DNA Lounge's restaurant always gets more 
business when Slim's has a show, and Butter gets a lot of business from folks who begin their 
evening there before heading across the street to DNA Lounge. If DNA Lounge were not here, it 
would significantly reduce the number of people patronizing our part of SOMA. The fact that 
our block is bright and loud and active is part of what makes it safe. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

DNA Lounge is an all-ages nightclub, concert venue, and 24 hour restaurant and cafe. We have 
four different performance spaces, including two stages.  

The thing that most defines the character of DNA Lounge is the diversity of entertainment we 
host here. Whereas most venues specialize on either live concerts or dance parties, we have 
always regularly done a mixture of both, as well as other kinds of stage performances, lecture 
series, circuses, robotic exhibitions, dance performances, hair shows. We always strive to 
provide a home for a whole lot of truly amazing art. 

We've had many years of the most diverse, weird, interesting calendar of any venue anywhere. 



b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Though Zawinski and Synoground have been running DNA Lounge for "only" 18 of the club's 32 
year history, we are always gratified when Brian Raffi -- one of the people who first opened the 
club in 1985 -- stops by to DJ here because he always tells us how happy he is that we have 
continued to deliver on the mission that he and his partners began so many years before: to 
provide an inclusive home for a wide variety of art and music, and to always try out new things. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Throughout the various remodels, DNA Lounge has always retained its basic character as a 
cavernous, industrial dance club, its aesthetic defined by its origins as a literal factory and 
warehouse. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

The owners of DNA have maintained, and are committed to maintaining the space as a bar and 
entertainment venue. And more recently, also as a 24 hour restaurant and cafe. 

















DNA LOUNGE 
AWARDS AND PRESS 

 
Awards 
• 2017 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2017 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Live Music Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2016 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best New Club", Codeword 
• 2016 Best of the Bay, Guardian, "Best Overall Nightlife Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2016 Best of the Bay, Guardian, "Best Overall Dance Party", Bootie 
• 2016 Best of the Bay, Guardian, "Best Burlesque", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2015 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Club for Those Who Love Costumes", DNA Lounge 
• 2015 Nighty Awards, "Best Large Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2014 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Party Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2014 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Party", Bootie 
• 2014 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2014 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Burlesque Show", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2014 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Futuristic Nightclub", DNA Lounge 
• 2014 Best of the Gays, Bay Area Reporter: "Best Party", Trannyshack 
• 2013 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Event Producers", Bootie 
• 2013 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Place to Dance if You Take a Wi-Fi Enabled Bus to Work", DNA 

Lounge 
• 2013 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Bartender", Chupa 
• 2013 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best MC", Kingfish 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Party Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Bar Staff", DNA Lounge 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Party", Bootie 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Burlesque Show", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2012 Best of SF, 7x7 Magazine: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2012 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Event Producers" & "Best Band", Bootie 
• 2012 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Bartender", Chupa 
• 2012 Best of the Bay, San Francisco Magazine: "Best Place to Dance", DNA Lounge 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Party Venue", DNA Lounge 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Bar Staff", DNA Lounge 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Party", Bootie 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Burlesque Show", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Queer Party", Bearracuda 
• 2011 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2011 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2011 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Bartender", Chupa 
• 2011 Best of the Bay, San Francisco Magazine: "Best Dancing Action", DNA Lounge 
• 2010 SF Board of Supervisors Proclamation: "DNA Lounge Day" 
• 2010 Certificate of Honor from Mayor Gavin Newsom 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2010 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2010 Best of SF, 7x7 Magazine: "Best Burlesque", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club for Queer Men", Bearracuda 

http://www.sfweekly.com/best-of-san-francisco/best-of-sf-2017/readers-poll-winners-bars-clubs-2/
http://www.sfweekly.com/best-of-san-francisco/best-of-sf-2017/readers-poll-winners-bars-clubs-2/
http://www.sfweekly.com/best-of-san-francisco/readers-poll-winners-51/
http://48hills.org/2016/10/20/best-bay-2016-arts-entertainment/
http://48hills.org/2016/10/20/best-bay-2016-arts-entertainment/
http://48hills.org/2016/10/20/best-bay-2016-arts-entertainment/
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/best-club-for-those-who-love-costumes/BestOf?oid=3593460
http://www.niteyawards.com/
http://www.sfbg.com/bestofthebay2014
http://www.sfbg.com/bestofthebay2014
http://www.sfbg.com/bestofthebay2014
http://www.sfbg.com/bestofthebay2014
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2014/award/best-futuristic-nightclub-3710105/
http://www.ebar.com/botg/article.php?sec=botg&article=25
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2013/award/readers-poll-winners-3478531/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2013/award/readers-poll-winners-3478531/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2013/award/readers-poll-winners-3478307/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2013/award/readers-poll-winners-3478295/
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-food-and-drink
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2012-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.7x7.com/music-nightlife/best-san-francisco-nightlife
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2012/award/readers-poll-winners-3071351/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2012/award/readers-poll-winners-3071349/
http://www.modernluxury.com/san-francisco
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-food-and-drink
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2011-readers-poll-arts-and-entertainment
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2011/award/readers-poll-winners-2489585/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2011/award/readers-poll-winners-2489585/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2011/award/readers-poll-winners-2489588/
http://www.modernluxury.com/san-francisco/story/best-of-the-bay-area-2011-readers-poll?page=2
https://www.dnalounge.com/backstage/log/2010/11/22.html
https://www.dnalounge.com/backstage/log/2010/11/22.html
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2010/award/readers-poll-winners-1980315/
http://www.7x7.com/content/e/best-san-francisco-2010-nightlife
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife


• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Show", Trannyshack 
• 2010 URB Magazine: "Best Party", Blow Up 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Burlesque Act", Twilight Vixen Revue 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Fighters for our Right to Party", California Music and Culture 

Association 
• 2010 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Whore for Satan", Whore for Satan 
• 2009 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2009 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2009 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best DJs", Bootie 
• 2009 Best of SF, Weekly: "Best Burlesque", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2009 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club for Queer Men", Bearracuda 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Club", DNA Lounge 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Party Producers", Bootie 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Variety Show", Hubba Hubba Revue 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club for Queer Men", Bearracuda 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Circus Troupe", Vau de Vire Society 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Body Slams", Fog City Wrestling 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best DJ", Smoove 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Creep-Show Chanteuse", Jill Tracy 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Dance Company", Hot Pink Feathers 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Drag Act", Katya Ludmilla Smirnoff-Skyy 
• 2008 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Indie Band", Ex-Boyfriends 
• 2007 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2006 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Club Night", Bootie 
• 2003 Best of the Bay, Guardian: "Best Place to See an Electronic Duo Score My Dinner with Andre," 

C0DE 
 
Press 

25 May 2017 The Bay Bridged: Amanda Palmer and Edward Ka-Spel Review  

11 Apr 2017 The Bay Bridged: Crime and Punishment rewards burlesque audience at DNA  

30 Mar 2017 SF Weekly: Hey, DJ: The Local Indie DJs of Hotline  

20 Mar 2017 Do The Bay: Hotline: The Ultimate Indie Dance Party Connection  

14 Mar 2017 SF Sonic: John 5 and The Creatures Slay the DNA  

13 Mar 2017 The Bay Bridged: Rachel Lark debuts concert film experience at DNA Lounge  

06 Mar 2017 Spinning Platters: Book of Love review  

01 Mar 2017 San Francisco Classical Voice: Mercury Soul Is Caught in the Act  

28 Feb 2017 The Bold Italic: Is San Francisco Losing Its DNA?  

25 Feb 2017 Rock Subculture: Book of Love Review  

15 Feb 2017 48 Hills: Book of Love: Pretty Boy and Pretty Girls  

14 Feb 2017 Shameless Promotions: Alesana Celebrate 10 Years  

08 Feb 2017 SF Station: The Mortified Series & Annual ~Doomed Valentine~s Show~  

http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.urb.com/2010/12/28/best-of-2010-urb-readers-poll-results/9/
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-editors-picks-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.sfbg.com/specials/best-bay-2010-readers-poll-arts-and-nightlife
http://www.sfbg.com/printable_entry.php?entry_id=8921
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2009/award/readers-poll-winners-1526481/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2009/award/readers-poll-winners-1526481/
http://www.sfweekly.com/bestof/2009/award/best-burlesque-revue-1525044/
http://web.archive.org/web/20101216035111/http:/www.bestofthebay.com/specials/2010/01/04/best-bay-2009-readers-poll-winners
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20080805103047/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2008/ent.php
http://web.archive.org/web/20070513000922/http:/www.sfbg.com/bob/2007/readers.php/
http://web.archive.org/web/20060813141304/http:/www.sfbg.com/2006bob/readers.php
http://www.bestofthebay.com/2003/e_ent.html
http://thebaybridged.com/2017/05/25/review-photos-amanda-palmer-edward-ka-spel-dna-lounge/
http://thebaybridged.com/2017/04/11/review-photos-crime-punishment-rewards-burlesque-audience-dna/?platform=hootsuite#prettyPhoto
http://www.sfweekly.com/music/allshookdown/hey-dj/hey-dj-the-local-indie-djs-of-hotline/
http://dothebay.com/p/hotline-indie-dance-party
https://sfsonic.com/concerts/john-5-and-the-creatures-slay-the-dna/
http://thebaybridged.com/2017/03/07/photos-rachel-lark-debuts-concert-film-experience-dna-lounge/
http://spinningplatters.com/2017/03/06/show-review-book-of-love-fever-high-at-dna-lounge-2192017/
http://www.sfcv.org/article/mercury-soul-is-caught-in-the-act
https://thebolditalic.com/is-san-francisco-losing-its-dna-dac849a9abb7
http://rocksubculture.com/2017/02/25/book-of-love-at-dna-lounge-san-francisco-california-2192017-concert-review-photos/
http://48hills.org/2017/02/15/book-of-love-dna-lounge/
http://www.shamelesspromo.net/the-artists/2017/2/13/show-recap-alesana-celebrate-10-years-of-on-frail-wings-of-vanity-and-wax-at-sfs-dna-lounge
https://www.sfstation.com/2017/02/08/the-mortified-series-at-the-dna-lounge-annual-doomed-valentines-show-2-10/


10 Jan 2017 AXS: Perturbator and Gost take SF on a futuristic spin through the 80s  

06 Dec 2016 The Bay Bridged: Ruby Review  

04 Nov 2016 SF Sonic: Soilwork and Unearth Review  

11 Oct 2016 The Bay Bridged: Shonen Knife slay at DNA Lounge  

27 Jun 2016 The Owl: The Casket Girls review  

24 Jun 2016 SF Station: Moby Releases Memoir, Holds Unique Q&A and Book Signing at DNA 
Lounge  

19 May 2016 Music Junkie Press: Last Internationale review  

21 Mar 2016 Dying Scene: Druglords of the Avenues review  

10 Mar 2016 BAR: Boy Division at Codeword  

29 Jan 2016 Dying Scene: Agent Orange, Atom Age, Civil War Rust  

06 Dec 2015 Examiner: The Black Dahlia Murder brings the Death Metal to San Francisco  

12 Nov 2015 SomewhereSF: Punk in San Francisco: Alive and Well and Get Dead  

11 Nov 2015 Dying Scene: Swingin~ Utters review  

09 Nov 2015 SFist: Codeword, A New 24-Hour Pizza Shop And Club, Opens Tomorrow In SoMa  

06 Nov 2015 Hoodline: Codeword, DNA Lounge's New Nightclub And Pizza Spot, Targeting Nov. 10 
Opening  

28 Oct 2015 SF Weekly: 12 Years and Counting: Bootie's A Plus D on Mash-Ups, Mishaps, and San 
Francisco's Best Party  

07 Oct 2015 The Daily Californian: Alina Baraz, Galimatias enchant fans at DNA lounge  

27 Jul 2015 48 hills: Lydia Lunch Interview  

30 May 2015 jWeekly: Israeli self-defense finds fans in San Francisco (Krav Maga Seminar)  

15 May 2015 Blabbermouth.net: Philm Review  

07 May 2015 SFist: DNA Lounge Owner Snags Longtime Small Club Space At Fifth And Folsom  

06 May 2015 Eater SF: DNA Lounge Opening A New Club and Adjoining Pizza Spot in SoMa  

30 Apr 2015 Dying Scene: Lenny Lashley & Uke-Hunt Review  

23 Feb 2015 EDM Sauce: UK Hardcore Pioneer Darren Styles Headlines San Francisco  

15 Feb 2015 National Rock Review: John 5 and The Creatures  

14 Feb 2015 National Rock Review: Mayhem / Watain  

04 Oct 2014 The Washington Post: Mortified: Reading old diary entries in front of an audience is 
only part of the challenge  

14 Sep 2014 The Owl Mag: The Last Internationale  

8 Sep 2014 Music Junkie Press: toyGuitar bring their high energy set to the DNA Lounge  

8 Sep 2014 Music Junkie Press: Travis Hayes and the Young Daze light up the DNA Lounge  

http://www.axs.com/perturbator-and-gost-take-san-francisco-on-a-futuristic-spin-through-t-112799
http://thebaybridged.com/2016/12/06/review-photos-ruby-brings-contradiction-comfortable-chaos-dna-lounge/
https://sfsonic.com/concerts/soilwork-dominate-dna-lounge/
http://thebaybridged.com/2016/10/11/photos-shonen-knife-slays-at-the-dna-lounge/
http://www.theowlmag.com/photos-pictures/picture-this-the-casket-girls-dna-lounge-san-francisco-62416/
http://www.sfstation.com/2016/06/24/moby-releases-memoir-holds-unique-qa-and-book-signing-at-dna-lounge/
http://www.sfstation.com/2016/06/24/moby-releases-memoir-holds-unique-qa-and-book-signing-at-dna-lounge/
http://musicjunkiepress.com/music/last-internationale-kick-off-west-coast-tour-fierce-set-san-francisco/
http://dyingscene.com/news/ds-photo-gallery-druglords-of-the-avenues-tartar-control-civil-war-rust-dialectics-at-dna-lounge-sf-3-17-16/
http://www.ebar.com/bartab/article.php?sec=nightlife&article=177
http://dyingscene.com/news/ds-photo-gallery-agent-orange-atom-age-civil-war-rust/
http://www.examiner.com/article/the-black-dahlia-murder-brings-the-death-metal-to-san-francisco
http://www.somewheresf.com/2015/11/12/punk-in-san-francisco-alive-and-well-and-get-dead/
http://dyingscene.com/news/ds-photo-gallery-swingin-utters-success-bombpops-one-less-zero-at-dna-lounge-sf-11-6-15/
http://sfist.com/2015/11/09/new_24-hour_pizza_shop_and_club_ope.php
http://hoodline.com/2015/11/codeword-dna-lounge-s-new-nightclub-and-pizza-spot-targeting-nov-10-opening
http://hoodline.com/2015/11/codeword-dna-lounge-s-new-nightclub-and-pizza-spot-targeting-nov-10-opening
http://www.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2015/10/28/12-years-and-counting-booties-a-plus-d-on-mash-ups-mishaps-and-san-franciscos-best-party
http://www.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2015/10/28/12-years-and-counting-booties-a-plus-d-on-mash-ups-mishaps-and-san-franciscos-best-party
http://www.dailycal.org/2015/10/07/alina-baraz-galimatias-enchant-fans-at-dna-lounge/
http://www.48hills.org/2015/07/27/lydia-lunch-retrovirus-dna-lounge/
http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/74822/israeli-self-defense-finds-fans-in-san-francisco/
http://www.blabbermouth.net/news/video-dave-lombardos-philm-performs-in-san-francisco/
http://sfist.com/2015/05/07/dna_lounge_takes_over_longtime_smal.php
http://sf.eater.com/2015/5/6/8560841/dna-pizza-codeword-soma-qi-ultra-lounge
http://dyingscene.com/news/ds-photo-gallery-lenny-lashley-uke-hunt-dna-lounge-sf/
http://www.edmsauce.com/2015/02/23/uk-hardcore-pioneer-darren-styles-headlines-san-francisco/
http://www.nationalrockreview.com/concert-reviews/john-5-sanfrancisco-ca-10feb2015
http://www.nationalrockreview.com/concert-reviews/black-metal-warfare-tour-at-dna-lounge-in-san-francisco-ca-on-30-jan-2015
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/mortified-reading-old-diary-entries-in-front-of-an-audience-is-only-part-of-the-challenge/2014/10/02/ae4821e4-fca8-11e3-932c-0a55b81f48ce_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/magazine/mortified-reading-old-diary-entries-in-front-of-an-audience-is-only-part-of-the-challenge/2014/10/02/ae4821e4-fca8-11e3-932c-0a55b81f48ce_story.html
http://www.theowlmag.com/live-reviews/the-last-internationale-dna-lounge-sf-91214/
http://musicjunkiepress.wordpress.com/2014/09/08/toyguitar-bring-their-high-energy-set-to-the-dna-lounge/
http://musicjunkiepress.wordpress.com/2014/09/08/travis-hayes-and-the-young-daze-light-up-the-dna-lounge/


8 Sep 2014 Music Junkie Press: Dead Frets  

18 Sep 2014 Reason.com: Finally, Robot Bartenders Who Pour Stiff Drinks!  

30 Jul 2014 SF Chronicle: Point Break Live!: Interactive play is back at DNA Lounge  

20 Mar 2014 Umlaut: Truckfighters / Crowbot Review  

13 Mar 2014 Rockward Silence: Odd Salon, Pentagram and Radio Moscow  

03 Mar 2014 Bay Guardian: The Limousines lead a nonstop dance party at DNA Lounge  

4 Nov 2013 SF Weekly: Vaya con Dios: Point Break Live Reviewed  

12 Oct 2013 Addicted2concerts: Annabella Lwin Review  

10 Oct 2013 Rock Subculture: Book of Love Review  

9 Oct 2013 Examiner: Psyclon Nine Review  

6 Oct 2013 Umlaut: Saxon / Fozzy Review  

17 Sep 2013 Moving Units Get Intimate at DNA Lounge  

28 Aug 2013 SFist: Best Dance Clubs In San Francisco  

26 Aug 2013 SF Weekly: Frequency 8 Takes the Kandi Kids Back to 1999  

18 Aug 2013 Amoeblog: Over Ten Years Bootie SF Has Grown From Small Monthly Party Into The 
"Mecca Of The Mashup World"  

21 May 2013 The Bay Bridged: Dillinger Escape Plan review  

25 Apr 2013 SF Chronicle: Prince makes a racket at DNA Lounge  

25 Apr 2013 Rock Subculture: Prince Review, Day 1, Late Show  

25 Apr 2013 Rock Subculture: Prince Review, Day 2, Early Show  

24 Apr 2013 San Jose Mercury News: Prince royally rocks San Francisco  

26 Apr 2013 East Bay Express: The Sheer, Epic Princeliness of Prince  

26 Apr 2013 City Sound Inertia: Prince at DNA Lounge  

24 Apr 2013 SF Weekly: Prince Delights Himself (And a Small Crowd) at DNA Lounge  

25 Mar 2013 Tattoos & Guyliner: Crashdiet interview  

25 Mar 2013 Metal Assault: Mutilation Rites Gives Feral Show  

19 Mar 2013 Music You Need: Figure, ill.Gates, Candyland, and Sound Remedy  

18 Mar 2013 Golden Gate XPress Magazine: Dance the Night Away (Bootie)  

18 Mar 2013 Your EDM: Event Recap: Figure, Candyland @ DNA Lounge  

14 Mar 2013 Daily Californian: XXYYXX is the Prince of Lo-Fi  

04 Mar 2013 The Bay Bridged: XXYYXX, Teebs, Nanosaur, & DJ Dials Review  

19 Feb 2013 SF Weekly: Bootie Takes Pop Culture and Rearranges It Completely  

01 Feb 2013 Be The Rave Interview: Crizzly. The Crunkstep King.  

http://musicjunkiepress.wordpress.com/2014/09/08/dead-frets-makes-a-stop-in-san-francsico-at-the-dna-lounge/
http://reason.com/reasontv/2014/09/18/what-we-saw-cocktail-robotics-yes-its-ro
http://www.sfchronicle.com/performance/article/Point-Break-Live-Interactive-play-is-back-at-5657539.php
http://haggisbuffet.blogspot.com/2014/03/desert-cruiser.html
http://www.rockwardsilence.com/pentagrammatically-correct-featuring-odd-salon-pentagram-and-radio-moscow/
http://www.sfbg.com/noise/2014/03/03/live-shots-limousines-lead-nonstop-dance-party-dna-lounge
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/exhibitionist/2013/11/point_break_live_review.php
http://addicted2concerts.wordpress.com/2013/10/12/annabella-lwin-of-bow-wow-wow/
http://rocksubculture.com/2013/10/10/book-of-love-mmxiii-tour-at-dna-lounge-san-francisco-california-1092013-concert-review/
http://www.examiner.com/review/psyclon-nine-dawn-of-ashes-at-dna-lounge-october-3rd-2013
http://haggisbuffet.blogspot.com/2013/10/heavy-metal-thunder.html
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http://www.amoeba.com/blog/2013/08/jamoeblog/over-ten-years-bootie-sf-has-grown-from-small-monthly-party-into-the-mecca-of-the-mashup-world-.html
http://www.amoeba.com/blog/2013/08/jamoeblog/over-ten-years-bootie-sf-has-grown-from-small-monthly-party-into-the-mecca-of-the-mashup-world-.html
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http://rocksubculture.com/2013/04/25/prince-with-3rdeyegirl-live-out-loud-tour-at-dna-lounge-san-francisco-california-day-2-early-show-4242013-concert-review/
http://www.mercurynews.com/music/ci_23094785/review-prince-royally-rocks-san-francisco
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http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2013/04/prince_san_francisco_review_dna_lounge_4_23_13.php
http://tattoosandguyliner.com/heart-of-rock-interview-martin-sweet-simon-cruz-guitarist-vocalist-crashdiet/
http://metalassault.com/gig_reviews/2013/03/25/mutilation-rites-gives-feral-show-in-san-francisco/
http://musicyouneed.net/2013/03/19/event-review-figure-ill-gates-candyland-and-sound-remedy-dna-lounge/
http://xpress.sfsu.edu/xpressmagazine/2013/03/18/bootie-san-francisco/
http://www.youredm.com/2013/03/18/event-recap-figure-candyland-dna-lounge-san-francisco/
http://www.dailycal.org/2013/03/14/xxyyxx-is-the-prince-of-lo-fi/
http://www.thebaybridged.com/2013/03/04/review-photos-xxyyxx-teebs-nanosaur-dj-dials-dna-lounge-22813-noise-pop-2013/
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http://betherave.com/interview-crizzly-the-crunkstep-king/


20 Dec 2012 SF Examiner: DNA boasts creative cocktails to fit the clientele  

18 Dec 2012 Bay Guardian: Pitting before dinner: Trash Talk, MellowHype, Sabertooth Zombie, and 
Antwon  

13 Dec 2012 The Owl: Kim Boekbinder + Artemis Review  

16 Nov 2012 Bay Guardian: Ladies and gentleman, hip-hop 2012: Kitty Pryde, Main Attrakionz, 
Hottub  

19 Sep 2012 SF Examiner: Fifty shades of ~Bootie SF~  

05 Sep 2012 Coming of age with New Wave City (20th Anniversary)  

14 Aug 2012 SFBG: Oh no they didn't! Hilarious horror stories at Mortified  

13 Aug 2012 SFBG: New Y3K Party Beats Y2K, But There Are Still a Few Bugs  

9 Aug 2012 Digital Diversion: Me First and the Gimme Gimmes review  

08 May 2012 East Bay Express: Peelander-Z Touches Down in SF  

27 Mar 2012 Out Magazine: Ssion Live In San Francisco  

23 Mar 2012 KALW / NPR: Death Guild, an alternative club for everyone  

12 Mar 2012 SF Weekly: Lost in the Night: Felix Da Housecat Schools the Club Kids at Blow Up  

08 Mar 2012 Bay Area Reporter: Nightlife major business for SF  

07 Mar 2012 SF Weekly: What Do You Call Folks Who Share Their Embarrassing History on Stage? 
Mortified  

06 Mar 2012 Huffington Post: SF Nightlife Generated $4.2 Billion In 2010  

5 Mar 2012 SF Examiner: San Francisco nightlife livening up city coffers  

05 Mar 2012 NBC: San Francisco Nightlife is Colored Green (Nightlife Economic Impact Study)  

04 Mar 2012 Sacramento Bee: 'Mortified' making Bay Area laugh - and cringe  

28 Feb 2012 SFBG: Nightlife: Fun plus jobs (Nightlife Economic Impact Study)  

27 Feb 2012 SF Weekly: Carly Ozard Looks Back on S.F. Cabaret  

13 Jan 2012 Bay Area Reporter: SOMA entertainment zoning along 11th Street  

05 Jan 2012 Game Rant: Post-Umloud Interview With John Seggerson  

19 Dec 2011 ABC News: Umloud: Helping kids while rocking out  

13 Dec 2011 God is a Geek: Umloud 2011: Rockband Night for Charity  

14 Dec 2011 The A.V. Club: Electronic artist Alan Braxe accused of joining France's proud tradition of 
symbolically pissing on things  

13 Dec 2011 Pitchfork: Alan Braxe Kicked Out of His Own DJ Set For Peeing Onstage (via FACT 
Magazine)  

09 Dec 2011 Gamespot: Umloud 2011 Live Stream  

07 Dec 2011 SF Weekly: Mortified Returns to S.F. Stage, Premieres Interview Show This Week on 
Sundance Channel  
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http://www.news10.net/entertainment/gameguys/article/168717/99/%C3%9Cmloud-Helping-kids-while-rocking-out
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http://www.pitchfork.com/news/44889-alan-braxe-kicked-out-of-his-own-dj-set-in-san-francisco-for-peeing-onstage/
http://www.factmag.com/2011/12/13/alan-braxe-kicked-out-of-san-fran-club-for-urinating-mid-set/
http://www.factmag.com/2011/12/13/alan-braxe-kicked-out-of-san-fran-club-for-urinating-mid-set/
http://www.gamespot.com/features/mloud-2011-live-stream-6347225/
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16 Nov 2011 Daily Californian: The Hundred Days interview at Pop Roxx  

10 Nov 2011 Bay Citizen: Cyclist Fashion, Way Beyond Spandex  

10 Nov 2011 COMA: Imperative Reaction review (by an 11-year-old!)  

25 Aug 2011 Amoeblog: Now Entering Ninth Year of Their Successful Mashup Party, Bootie SF's 
Tireless Duo of A+D Show No Signs Of Slowing Down  

10 Aug 2011 SF Chronicle: Drag King Contest a winner at the DNA Lounge  

8 Aug 2011 New World Notes: Mixed Reality Clubbing in SL's Club Republik and SF's DNA  

15 Jun 2011 Miami Horror review  

15 Jun 2011 Heklina and LeMay Dish on Drag, Sex, and 20 Years of Oral History  

02 Jun 2011 Bay Guardian: Roccopura is back and wild as ever  

27 Apr 2011 Bay Area Reporter: The War on Fun: The ABCs of Hassled Nightclubs  

17 Apr 2011 SF Chronicle: Mayor Ed Lee enters nightclub rules fight  

16 Apr 2011 Mission Loc@l: Gunfire Brings Neighbors Together (Cirolo)  

13 Apr 2011 Bay Guardian: Mayor derails hearing on nightclub crackdown  

25 Mar 2011 Fog City Journal: Save The Rave: Electronic Dance Music Community Speaks Out  

24 Mar 2011 SF Weekly: Slim's Noise Complaints: An Open Letter to Jeanmarie Guenot, the Club's 
Angry Neighbor  

24 Mar 2011 SF Bay Guardian: Hundreds pack City Hall to save the raves  

23 Mar 2011 SF Examiner: Noise dispute stops flow of booze at Slim's  

22 Mar 2011 SF Weekly: Slim's Liquor License Temporarily Suspended Due to Neighbor Complaints  

21 Mar 2011 Amoeblog: Slim's SF Shut Down Temporarily By ABC Due To Complaining Neighbor  

21 Mar 2011 SF Bay Times: Iconic Angie Bowie Discusses LGBT Generation Gap  

16 Mar 2011 SF Appeal: SFPD Chief Candidates Could Include Anti-Nightlife Commander Or Recently 
Demoted Captain  

9 Mar 2011 SF Bay Guardian: Death Guild Eighteenth Anniversary  

04 Mar 2011 Eater SF: DNA Pizza  

26 Feb 2011 BARE blog: Red Bull Thre3Style  

25 Feb 2011 SF Weekly: RedBull DJ Contest  

13 Feb 2011 SFIst: 'Set Your Goals' Set To Turn DNA Lounge Into a Stage Diving Contest  

11 Feb 2011 SF Weekly: The Finnish Metal Tour Brings a Hideous Therapy Session to DNA Lounge  

26 Jan 2011 SF Weekly: Looking for drag that turns spectacle into art in S.F.  

22 Jan 2011 Examiner: Rotissary Ethnicity Jackson-Houston Ross named Miss Trannyshack Star 
Search 2011  

23 Dec 2010 Bootie NYE: Last Night A DJ Saved My Life (Bootie at Mezzanine)  
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http://sf.eater.com/archives/2011/03/04/first_word_6.php
http://blog.baremagazine.org/2011/02/red-bull-thre3style.html
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2011/02/the_redbull_dj_contest_takes_o.php
http://sfist.com/2011/02/12/tomorrow_night_set_your_goals_set_t.php
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2011/02/finnish_metal_tour.php
http://www.sfweekly.com/2011-01-26/culture/drag-queens-san-francisco-trannyshack-charlie-horse-cockettes/
http://www.examiner.com/sf-gay-nightlife-in-san-francisco/rotissary-ethnicity-jackson-houston-ross-named-miss-trannyshack-star-search-2011
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http://www.sfstation.com/bootie-a33851


09 Dec 2010 Travel Channel: Top 10 Burlesque Shows  

08 Dec 2010 Wired: Come to Ümloud!, Win Prizes for Child~s Play  

07 Dec 2010 SF Bay Guardian: Going to a club -- or boarding an airplane?  

07 Dec 2010 That Devil Music: Epica, Scar Symmetry, The Agonist, Blackguard Review  

29 Nov 2010 SF Weekly: Supervisor Chris Daly Tended Bar at DNA Lounge's 25th Anniversary Party  

19 Nov 2010 NBC: F-Bomb Supervisor Gets to Live His Dream for a Day  

19 Nov 2010 Eater SF: SF To See Chris Daly Behind The Bar Afterall  

04 Nov 2010 Offbeat Bride: Sparkly and Bones's epic burlesque nightclub wedding  

05 Oct 2010 The Bay Bridged: Eric McFadden Trio and the Vau de Vire Society  

03 Oct 2010 Nintendo World Report: Reactions From The Guitar Hero/James Bond Press Event  

08 Sep 2010 Dave Mustaine talks Guitar Hero Warriors of Rock (video)  

11 Aug 2010 Wall Street Journal: San Francisco Divided over Alcohol Tax  

22 Jul 2010 New York Times: Patrolling Near Clubs Carries High Cost  

25 Jun 2010 KTVU: Doom Metal Legends Return To SF (Saint Vitus)  

15 Jul 2010 San Ramon Patch: Teen Band Devils Angels Rock Local Music Scene  

30 Jun 2010 Safety meet tries to take death out of nightlife  

16 Jun 2010 The Metal Register: Pestilence / Warbringer / Vital Remains / Enfold Darkness / 
Sacrificial Slaughter review  

09 Jun 2010 Guardian: Parties without borders (Bootie, Trannyshack, Bearracuda, Blow Up)  

01 Jun 2010 SF Weekly: Tuesday's Pick: Chemlab @ DNA Lounge  

18 May 2010 Hard Rock Chick: Hypocrisy  

07 May 2010 Guardian: SF nightclubs fight back with new organization  

07 May 2010 SF Weekly: New Nightclub Association Vows to Self-Police Its Members  

07 May 2010 SFist: California Music and Culture Association, a New Nightclub Coalition, Launches  

07 May 2010 SF Appeal: New Nightclub Coalition Launches, Cites Golden Gate Restaurant Asc. As 
Model  

05 May 2010 Guardian: The voice of fun (CMAC)  

16 Apr 2010 Chronicle: Panel's risky move: after-hours club near gangs  

15 Apr 2010 SF Weekly: City Attorney Puts the Screws to Club Suede (Complaint PDF)  

15 Apr 2010 SFAppeal: City Atty Goes After "defiant club operators"  

15 Apr 2010 KCBS: Lawsuit Filed Against Suede Nightclub  

15 Apr 2010 SF Citizen: Dennis Herrera Throws Down: Say Good-Bye to Suede Nightclub  

14 Apr 2010 SF Appeal: More Details Emerge On Sunday's SoMa Shooting  
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http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2010/06/what_to_do_tuesdays_pick_3.php
http://www.hardrockchick.com/2010/05/17/fire-in-the-sky-hypocrisy-dna-lounge-51610/
http://www.sfbg.com/politics/2010/05/07/sf-nightclubs-fight-back-new-organization
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch/2010/05/new_nightclub_association_vows.php
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http://www.sfbg.com/2010/05/04/voice-fun
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2010/04/16/BAUE1CVSMU.DTL
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch/2010/04/city_begins_legal_action_to_cl.php
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http://www.kcbs.com/bayareanews/Lawsuit-Filed-Against-Suede-Nightclub/6814086
http://sfcitizen.com/blog/2010/04/15/dennis-herrera-throws-down-say-good-bye-to-suede-nightclub-at-383-bay/
http://sfappeal.com/alley/2010/04/more-details-emerge-on-sundays-soma-shooting.php


12 Apr 2010 KCBS: SF Nightclubs Under Scrutiny After Shooting  

11 Apr 2010 Examiner: Debate stirred on infused drinks  

09 Apr 2010 Guardian: SFPD's Capt. McDonough defends rogue cops  

08 Apr 2010 Bay Area Reporter: Nightlife concerns top the agenda in D6 supe race  

06 Apr 2010 SF Weekly: We Still Have Entertainment Commission to Kick Around -- For Now  

06 Apr 2010 NBC: End Looms for Notorious San Francisco Nightclub (Suede)  

06 Apr 2010 ABC7: San Francisco Supervisor David Chiu proposes easier way to shut down troubled 
nightclubs  

06 Apr 2010 Chronicle: David Chiu seeks to beef up controls over clubs  

03 Apr 2010 Chronicle: S.F.'s Entertainment Commission toothless (Suede)  

02 Apr 2010 SF Examiner: Time to admit failure, disarm commission (Suede)  

01 Apr 2010 New York Times: San Francisco Entertainment Commission Fate Uncertain After It 
Suspends Club~s License  

01 Apr 2010 SFist: Eliminate Entertainment Commission, Says Newsom  

01 Apr 2010 Chronicle: Pull plug on nightlife panel, S.F. mayor says  

01 Apr 2010 Guardian: Newsom wants more authority for party-crashing cops  

01 Apr 2010 SFAppeal: New SF Venue Caters To The SFPD, ABC Fearing Concertgoer: RNA Lounge  

04 Apr 2010 Examiner: Controversial nightclub suspended (Suede)  

31 Mar 2010 Hard Rock Chick: Otep / Bury Your Dead review  

04 Apr 2010 ABC7: Entertainment Commission suspends Suede nightclub's license near Fisherman's 
Wharf  

04 Apr 2010 New York Times: The Future of a Club and a Commission Are at Issue (Suede)  

31 Mar 2010 SFGate: Nightlife advocate quits panel (Terrance)  

30 Mar 2010 SF Weekly: Nightclub Sues City, Asks for $9 Million in Damages  

28 Feb 2010 Chronicle: Suede as test case for Entertainment Commission  

26 Mar 2010 Hard Rock Chick: Pentagram / Ludicra / Slough Feg / Orchid review  

25 Mar 2010 Umlaut: Pentagram / Ludicra / Slough Feg / Orchid review  

26 Mar 2010 Guardian: Lawsuit could expose SFPD-ABC collaboration  

25 Mar 2010 SF Bay Guardian: Can Newsom save SF parties?  

24 Mar 2010 SF Bay Guardian: The new War on Fun: Party people, watch out: undercover cop Larry 
Betrand has declared war on San Francisco nightlife  

24 Mar 2010 SF Bay Guardian: End the nightlife crackdown: Harassing parties and clubs shouldn't be 
a priority for a cash-strapped city's police department  

22 Mar 2010 SF Weekly: Cleaning Up Entertainment Commission Is Harder Than You'd Think  
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04 Apr 2010 Chronicle: Entertainment Commission's party over (Suede)  

14 Mar 2010 SF Chronicle: Editorial on Regulators Run Amok: Time for Infusion of Common Sense  

9 Mar 2010 Examiner: Existing loitering law having little impact  

08 Mar 2010 The Bay Bridged: Five Ways to Think About the Crackdown on SF Venues  

03 Mar 2010 SF Chronicle: Undercover booze bust at Nob Hill club  

02 Mar 2010 The Big Money: The Booze-Infusion Confusion: What's behind California's sudden 
crackdown on flavored liquor?  

29 Mar 2010 Grub Street: More Details Emerge About the ABC's Infused Booze Bust  

26 Feb 2010 SF Chronicle: State warns Bay Area bars not to infuse drinks  

25 Feb 2010 SF Chronicle: Are my favorite bartenders going to be sent to jail?  

25 Feb 2010 CBS5: report on ABC's crackdown on infusions  

21 Feb 2010 KGO-TV: Bar bots square off in competition  

19 Feb 2010 Wired: Robot Bartenders Sling Cocktails for Carbon-Based Drinkers  

19 Feb 2010 Asylum: BarBot 2010 -- Where Robots Revolt by Getting Humans Drunk  

19 Feb 2010 CNET: Drinking with droids at BarBot 2010  

13 Feb 2010 New York Times: Clubbers Angry at Police, Neighbors at Clubs  

12 Feb 2010 SF Weekly: Hey DJ! Friday Q&A w/ Adrian & Mysterious D of Bootie  

5 Feb 2010 Geek Entertainment TV: A Night of 8-bit Chiptunes (Crashfaster interview)  

30 Jan 2010 Umlaut: I Bleed Black (Saint Vitus / Saviours / Laudanum)  

29 Jan 2010 SF Appeal: Law Enforcement Agency Accused Of Unfair Crackdowns On SF Venues 
Gets...Awarded?  

23 Jan 2010 SF Chronicle: Winter Music Fest lineup showcases local talent  

21 Jan 2010 SF Appeal: What's Shaking Down SF Venues? Call The Mayor Day, That's What  

21 Jan 2010 East Bay Express: What's Shaking Down SF Music Venues?  

16 Dec 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Decade in Music: 10 years on the Bay Area dance floor -- and still 
looking fantastic!  

23 Dec 2009 The iS Collection: Holiday Burlesque: The No Santa Baby Rule and The Art of the Tease  

8 Dec 2009 Hard Rock Chick: The Faceless, Dying Fetus, Beneath the Massacre review  

8 Dec 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Eyehategod, Stormcrow, Brainoil review  

11 Dec 2009 Pollstar: SF's War on Fun  

8 Dec 2009 Gamepro: Umloud charity event rocks San Francisco  

8 Dec 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Marduk, Nachtmystium, Mantic Ritual, Black Anvil, Merrimack review  

26 Nov 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Police seize DJs' laptops: New police chief apparently condones policy 
that critics call illegal and punitive  
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25 Nov 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Far Beyond Driven: Vader, Decrepit Birth, Warbringer, The Amenta, 
Augury review  

21 Nov 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Totally Folking Metal : Ensiferum, Blackguard, Lazarus A.D. review  

20 Nov 2009 Joystiq: Child's Play & Harmonix rock San Fran for charity Dec. 9  

20 Nov 2009 Crispy Gamer: Umloud! A Rock Band Night for Child's Play  

18 Nov 2009 SF Bay Guardian: War on Funwatch: DNA Lounge to close for January  

17 Nov 2009 SF Chronicle: Date Lines: Club closings  

12 Nov 2009 Bay Area Reporter: Gay-friendly club ends legal battle with ABC  

11 Nov 2009 NBC: DNA Lounge Signs an Expensive Truce With the ABC  

11 Nov 2009 SF Weekly: DNA Lounge Agrees to Suspension, Probation Over 'Lewdness' Charge  

4 Nov 2009 SF Chronicle: Kiss my druid, death metal viking! (Heathenfest)  

6 Nov 2009 SF Weekly: Venetian Snares  

1 Nov 2009 CalTV Music: Halloween Backstage Pass (Youtube)  

1 Nov 2009 Destructoid: Chiptune micro tour bringing the lovin' to the West Coast  

27 Oct 2009 New York Times Blogs: Night Life in San Francisco Under the Microscope  

28 Oct 2009 Mission Local: Committee Votes to Empower Entertainment Commission  

28 Oct 2009 SF Gate: Supes urge giving panel more clout over nightclubs  

28 Oct 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Culture war at City Hall  

26 Oct 2009 InfoWorld: Rock out for charity in San Francisco on December 9  

26 Oct 2009 Examiner: Possessed plays S.F for the first first time in twenty-five years  

26 Oct 2009 Beyond Chron: Supes to Consider Entertainment Commission Changes  

26 Oct 2009 SFist: Reminder: Fight the "Anti-Fun" People at City Hall Today at 1PM.  

23 Oct 2009 Wired: Umloud: a Rock Band Night for Child's Play  

16 Oct 2009 SF Gate: Sad, Angry Bullies vs. the San Francisco Music Scene  

2 Oct 2009 Examiner: San Francisco's not afraid of Metal  

2 Oct 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Metal Morsels: Kylesa, Saviours, Bison b.c., Kowloon Walled City  

1 Oct 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Industrial Strength: Psyclon Nine, Imperative Reaction, Dismantled, 
We Got This Far  

1 Oct 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Judge sides with SF club in ABC crackdown (GAMH)  

1 Sep 2009 SF Weekly: New Video Illustrates All-Ages Clubs Struggles  

14 Aug 2009 Examiner: Bootie parties at DNA Lounge bring non-stop energy to SOMA  

12 Aug 2009 SF Bay Guardian: The Ring (Fog City Wrestling cover story)  

5 Aug 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Bootie Six-Year Anniversary Weekender: Sometimes the whole is 
greater than the sum of its parts  

http://www.hardrockchick.com/2009/11/26/far-beyond-driven-vader-decrepit-birth-warbringer-the-amenta-augury-dna-lounge-11250/
http://www.hardrockchick.com/2009/11/26/far-beyond-driven-vader-decrepit-birth-warbringer-the-amenta-augury-dna-lounge-11250/
http://www.hardrockchick.com/2009/11/20/totally-folking-metal-ensiferum-blackguard-lazarus-a-d-dna-lounge-111909/
http://www.joystiq.com/2009/11/20/childs-play-and-harmonix-rock-san-fran-for-charity-dec-9/
http://www.crispygamer.com/news/index.php/2009-11-20/umloud-a-rock-band-night-for-childs-play/
http://www.sfbg.com/blogs/music/2009/11/death_of_fun_dna_lounge_to_clo.html
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/11/17/DDQK1AK19G.DTL
http://www.ebar.com/news/article.php?sec=news&article=4342
http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local-beat/DNA-Lounge-Signs-an-Expensive-Truce-With-the-ABC-69791712.html
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch/2009/11/dna_lounge_put_on_probation_ov.php
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/g/a/2009/11/04/notes110409.DTL
http://www.sfweekly.com/events/venetian-snares-wisp-neroand-146-s-day-at-disneyland-dj-crackwhore-dj-intoner-1645314/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y46LA1XWne8
http://www.destructoid.com/chiptune-micro-tour-bringing-the-lovin-to-the-west-coast-153782.phtml
http://bayarea.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/10/27/nightlife-in-san-francisco-under-the-microscope/
http://missionlocal.org/2009/10/committee-votes-to-empower-entertainment-commission/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/10/27/BA321AAS36.DTL
http://www.sfbg.com/blogs/politics/2009/10/culture_war_at_city_hall.html
http://www.infoworld.com/d/applications/rock-out-charity-in-san-francisco-december-9-606
http://www.examiner.com/x-18623-Bay-Area-Metal-Music-Examiner%7Ey2009m10d26-Possessed-plays-SF-for-the-first-first-time-in-twentyfive-years
http://www.beyondchron.org/news/index.php?itemid=7484
http://sfist.com/2009/10/26/reminder_fight_the_anti-fun_people.php
http://www.wired.com/gamelife/2009/10/umloud/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/blogs/offtherecord/detail?blogid=59&entry_id=49768
http://www.examiner.com/x-22703-San-Francisco-Event-Photography-Examiner%7Ey2009m10d2-San-Franciscos-not-afraid-of--Metal
http://www.hardrockchick.com/2009/10/02/metal-morsel-kylesa-saviours-bison-b-c-kowloon-walled-city-dna-lounge-10109/
http://www.hardrockchick.com/2009/09/30/industrial-strength-psyclon-nine-imperative-reaction-dismantled-we-got-this-far-dna-lounge-92909/
http://www.hardrockchick.com/2009/09/30/industrial-strength-psyclon-nine-imperative-reaction-dismantled-we-got-this-far-dna-lounge-92909/
http://www.sfbg.com/blogs/politics/2009/09/judge_sides_with_sf_club_in_ab.html
http://blogs.sfweekly.com/shookdown/2009/09/new_video_illustrates_all-ages.php
http://www.examiner.com/x-17485-SF-Nightlife-Photography-Examiner%7Ey2009m8d14-If-you-are-too-cool-to-dance-or-have-fun-dont-go-to-Bootie-parties-at-DNA-Lounge
http://www.sfbg.com/printable_entry.php?entry_id=8980
http://www.sfbg.com/entry.php?entry_id=8944&catid=85
http://www.sfbg.com/entry.php?entry_id=8944&catid=85


5 Aug 2009 Examiner: Gadget fans turn out for gadget site launch party  

14 Jul 2009 Fog City Journal: Electallujah! Reverend Billy Takes on Bloomberg, Corporate 
Hegemony and Consumerism  

14 Jul 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Rev. Billy sings "It's Up to Us"  

13 Jul 2009 KQED: SF Music Venues Against ABC  

8 Jul 2009 SF Weekly: For Entertainment Purposes Only (hit piece on Terrance Alan and the 
Entertainment Commission)  

7 Jul 2009 SF Bay Guardian: SF clubs resist ABC crackdown (Ross Glen letter)  

7 Jul 2009 SF Weekly: New Site Aims to Stop the ABC's 'War on Fun'  

2 Jul 2009 Examiner: Fight for your right to party  

17 June 2009 NBC: SF Music Venues Under Siege -- Youtube.  

17 June 2009 Matador Nights: DNA Lounge Has it All  

5 June 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Busting bars: State agency imposes its strange morality and 
bewildering bureaucracy on SF clubs  

5 June 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Mayhem: Pure fucking armageddon?  

3 June 2009 7x7: Best Smackdown: Lucha Libre Wrestling at DNA Lounge  

2 June 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Mayhem: The most fucked-up band on the planet?  

26 May 2009 SF Weekly: Outdated rules threaten the life of local all-ages clubs  

6 May 2009 SFist: Loitering Outside Nightclubs Banned  

30 Apr 2009 Bay Area Reporter: SF police crackdown on Dore fair sex  

29 Apr 2009 Guardian UK: In which a live piano performance that had to be seen to be believed 
restores my faith in reality  

27 Apr 2009 SF Gate: City Insider: Nightclub legislation runs into some bumps  

24 Apr 2009 SFist: Update on ABC's Threat to Shut Down SF All-Ages Clubs  

24 Apr 2009 Pirate Cat Radio: ABC Threatens to Shut Down Bottom of the Hill  

24 Apr 2009 SF Gate: City Insider: ABC doesn't slow down on prosecutions of music clubs  

23 Apr 2009 SF Examiner: Police hope to keep peace around city's club venues  

20 Apr 2009 SF Weekly: Update on ABC vs. All Ages Clubs: Support Groups, Scathing Letter  

20 Apr 2009 7x7: SF All-Ages Venues in Trouble -- Youtube.  

20 Apr 2009 7x7: ABC Using Unicorn Rules to Threaten Local Venues  

20 Apr 2009 SF Weekly: Over the Weekend: Hubba Hubba Revue "Viva la Revolucion"  

16 Apr 2009 SF Weekly: Morrissey Calls in Sick at the Paramount, Gets Busted at DNA Lounge  

16 Apr 2009 SF Chronicle: Alcohol board to work with all-ages clubs  

14 Apr 2009 Stranger Dance: Legal Battle over All-Ages Concerts in SF  
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14 Apr 2009 SF Weekly: ABC Vendetta Against All-Ages Venues?  

14 Apr 2009 NBC: Green Day Pleases Old and New With Surprise Shows  

13 Apr 2009 SF Examiner: Squeezing the fun out festivals  

13 Apr 2009 SF Bay Guardian: Can Fun police itself? (Bring Your Own Big Wheel)  

11 Apr 2009 Examiner: ABC Power Trip: SF Clubs Face Financial Ruin  

11 Apr 2009 SF Chronicle: State goes after legendary all-ages music clubs  

10 Apr 2009 Hard Rock Chick: Green Day Goes All the Way at DNA Lounge  

10 Apr 2009 New York Times Blogs: Inside Green Day's Secret Show in San Francisco  

10 Apr 2009 Mercury News: Green Day at DNA Lounge  

10 Apr 2009 NME: Green Day for intimate New York club show  

3 Apr 2009 Bay Area Reporter: Political Notebook: Leno threatens audit of ABC  

2 Apr 2009 Bay Area Reporter: City panel looks at late night issues  

2 Apr 2009 Examiner: Gooferman: Funky music puts the sexy back in clowns  

10 Mar 2009 Examiner: DNA Lounge suffocated by legal debacles  

1 Mar 2009 Metafilter: Keepin' gay club nights safe for the Moral Majority  

27 Feb 2009 Eater SF: DNA Rumor Mongering  

26 Feb 2009 SF Chronicle: The ABC's New Anti-Gay Crusade?  

26 Feb 2009 Bay Area Reporter: Gay party venue fights to remain open  

23 Feb 2009 Laughing Squid: Help Save San Francisco's DNA Lounge  

23 Feb 2009 SF Examiner: DNA Lounge license could be stripped  

23 Feb 2009 Eater SF: DNA Losing ABC Fight  

19 Feb 2009 DNA Runs Afoul of ABC  

18 Feb 2009 SFist: DNA Lounge Being Singled Out by California ABC?  

30 Jan 2008 SF Bay Guardian: Slim's slimed: A lone spoiler may bring down the venerable concert 
spot  

Aug 2006 Club Systems: Bootie  

13 Oct 2004 CNET: Where are Netscape's pioneers today?  

30 Mar 2002 MSNBC: San Francisco special: 24-hour Layover  

10 Mar 2002 SF Chronicle: The Beat Goes On: SF's dance scene survived the blows  

19 Jul 2001 SF Bay Guardian: Cult of Jamie  

18 Jul 2001 SF Weekly: Revenge is Sweet: DNA Reopens  

16 Jul 2001 Wired: From Netscape to Nightclub  

13 Jul 2001 CNET: Microsoft-free clubbing  
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on Fun 
ABC drops its complaint against the Great American Music Hall 
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The Great American Music Hall is the first to beat the ABC's wrap in the ongoing War on Fun.  
 
The War on Fun's attack on the Great American Music Hall has come to an end. 
 
The Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control was seeking disciplinary action against the San 
Francisco music hall because it was "operating more like a nightclub than a restaurant." 
The complaint was part of a wider ABC campaign against clubs in the City, such as the DNA 
Lounge, Cafe du Nord and the Bottom of the Hill, for violating terms of their license like the 
Great American Music Hall. 
 
The crackdown has been dubbed by some the "War on Fun" and it has been considered by one 
former ABC official to be "out of proportion." 
 
But Monday the ABC dismissed its complaint against the Great American Music Hall after an 
administrative law judge recommended the charges be dropped because "the regulation relied 
upon by the ABC was ambiguous." 
 
ABC officials said the decision does not affect any other pending cases and it plans to have the 
regulation clarified by the State Office of Administrative Law. 
 
Published at 12:42 PM PDT on Sep 29, 2009 | Updated at 1:00 PM PDT on Sep 29, 2009 
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San Francisco's War on Fun 
Brian Doherty 
Mar. 24, 2010 7:47 pm 

This San Francisco Bay Guardian feature on the city's seeming "war on fun" is an interesting 
object lesson in how the concerns, obsessions, and plain obnoxious orneriness of just a couple of 
cops can shape a whole city's approach to policing. 

The heart of the matter: 

Two undercover enforcers have been at the center of just about every recent case of nightclubs or 
private parties being raided without warrants and aggressively shut down, their patrons roughed 
up (see "Fun under siege," 4/21/09) and their money, booze, and equipment punitively seized "as 
evidence" (see "Police seize DJs laptops," 11/24/09) even though few of these raids result in 
charges being filed in court. 

Officer Larry Bertrand of the San Francisco Police Department's Southern Station and Michelle 
Ott, an agent with the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, are plainclothes 
partners who spend their weekends undercover, crashing parties, harassing disfavored 
nightclubs, brutalizing party-goers, and trying to send the unmistakable message that they're in 
charge of San Francisco nightlife. Neither responded to our interview requests. 

Isolated incidents of intolerant cops and NIMBY citizens who repeatedly complain about certain 
clubs or festivals has been a problem for years (see "Death of fun," 5/24/06 and "Death of fun, 
the sequel," 4/24/07).... 

But the personal War of Fun by Bertrand and Ott seems to have galvanized and united the 
nightlife and festival community like never before, leading to the creation of a new California 
Music and Culture Association and prompting threats of a federal lawsuit alleging the ABC-
SFPD collaboration is a racketeering scheme designed to harass, disrupt, and extort people 
engaged in otherwise lawful activity. 
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The myriad horror stories associated with Bertrand and Ott have also finally begun to draw 
attention from the Mayor's Office, which has quietly pushed the SFPD to rein in Bertrand and 
change its policies on raiding parties and seizing property. 

Brian Doherty is a senior editor at Reason magazine and author of Ron Paul’s Revolution: The 
Man and the Movement He Inspired (Broadside Books). 
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Case Number 2017-011506LBR; 2017-011507LBR; 2017-001508LBR; 2017-
011509LBR  

Avedano’s Holly Park Market; DNA Lounge; Ermico Enterprises; 
Project Inform 

Filing Date: August 21, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-011507LBR 
Business Name: DNA Lounge 
Business Address: 375 11th Street 
Zoning: WMUO (WSOMA Mixed-Use Office)/ 
 55-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3520/131 
Applicant:  Jamie Zawinski, Owner 

357 11th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Nominated By: Supervisor Jane Kim, District 6 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Opened on November 22, 1985, DNA Lounge is an all-ages nightclub, concert venue, and 24-hour 
restaurant and café containing four different performance spaces. It has been a South of Market 
institution for over three decades and is well-known within San Francisco’s nightlife industry. As 
described in its application, DNA Lounge is a “political project: an attempt to move the needle of culture 
in this city.” The all-ages venue features 21+, 18+, and all-ages dance parties and musical performances 
featuring diverse bands, D.J.s, and genres. In addition, DNA Lounge hosts comedy nights, lecture series, 
circuses, robotic exhibitions, dance performances, hair shows, charity events, and provides meeting space 
for community groups. 
 
Historically, it is known for its role in the development of House and Psytrance musical genres and 
continues to serve as a home for other music and performance-based subcultures, such as Deep House, 
Swing, Metal, Indie Rock, Mash-ups, Dubstep, Goth, burlesque and circus arts, as well as the growing 
Synthwave scene. Famous musicians ranging from Prince to Green Day to Run-D.M.C. have performed at 
DNA Lounge. DNA Lounge was voted “Best Dance Club” six times and as “Best Bar Staff” by the SF Bay 
Guardian’s “Best of the Bay” readers’ poll. 
 
DNA Lounge is located on the north side of 11th Street between Folsom and Harrison Streets and is 
comprised of two buildings constructed in 1906 and 1923, respectively.  The subject business is within the 
NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale) Zoning District and a 40-X Height and Bulk District. 
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1985 
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011509LBR  

Avedano’s Holly Park Market; DNA Lounge; Ermico Enterprises; 
Project Inform 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, DNA Lounge qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the 
eligibility Criteria: 

i. It has operated for 32 years. 

ii. DNA Lounge has contributed to the identity of the South of Market neighborhood 
and to the history of several music scenes in San Francisco including House and 
Psytrance. It has done this by serving as a venue for musical performances, DJs, and 
dance parties for over three decades.  

iii. DNA Lounge is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define its role in providing nightlife entertainment to diverse audiences of all ages, 
serving as a safe and welcoming place, and offering a space for the cultivation of 
community around music, dance parties, and art.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with the tradition of hosting genre-specific performances and dance 
parties by both live bands and DJs. It was particularly important to the development and 
continuance of San Francisco’s House and Psytrance scenes, and continues to serve as a hub for 
ever-evolving dance and music subcultures.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

DNA Lounge consists of two buildings. Neither property has been evaluated by the Planning 
Department for potential historical significance. They are both considered “Category B” 
properties that require further review per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures 
for historical resources.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes, the business has been cited in numerous publications, many of which are listed on page 23 of 
the attached application.  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 375 11th Avenue 

 
Recommended by Applicant 

• South of Market location 
• All-ages nightclub 
• Concert venue 
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Project Inform 

• 24-hour restaurant and café  
• Diversity and mix of entertainment options 
• Presence of performance spaces 

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
No additional recommendations 



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution  

HEARING DATE SEPTEMBER 20, 2017 
 
Case No.: 2017-011507LBR 
Business Name: DNA Lounge 
Business Address: 375 11th Street 
Zoning: WMUO (WSOMA Mixed-Use Office)/ 
 55-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3520/131 
Applicant:  Jamie Zawinski, Owner 

357 11th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Nominated By: Supervisor Jane Kim, District 6 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR DNA LOUNGE, 
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 375 11TH STREET (BLOCK/LOT 3520/131).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, 
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing 
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and 
success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the South of Market neighborhood's history and 
identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on September 20, 2017, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 



Resolution No. XXXX 
September 20, 2017 

 2 

CASE NO. 2017-011507LBR 

375 11th Street 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
DNA Lounge qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) 
as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for DNA Lounge 
 
Location (if applicable) 

• 375 11th Avenue 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

• South of Market location 
• All-ages nightclub 
• Concert venue 
• 24-hour restaurant and café  
• Diversity and mix of entertainment options 
• Presence of performance spaces 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-
011507LBR to the Office of Small Business.  
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on September 20, 2017. 

 

 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
 
ADOPTED: September 20, 2017  
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