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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report 
 

HEARING DATE JUNE 26, 2017 
 
 

SPECTACLES OF UNION SQUARE 
 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-082 
Business Name:  Spectacles of Union Square 
Business Address:  177 Maiden Lane 
District:   District 3 
Applicant:   Kevin Hershey, Owner 
Nomination Date:  April 17, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Old-fashioned optical store, Spectacles of Union Square, opened on Maiden Lane in San Francisco’s high-
end shopping district in 1972. The business offers highly skilled eyewear repair and prescription services, as 
well as an eclectic collection of high-end eyeglasses for sale, including its signature eyewear line that is 
manufactured onsite. The business’ original owners, Milton and Dorothy Rhine, came from a family of 
opticians with Milton’s father and two brothers operating their own optical stores in the city. Milton and 
Dorothy ran another optical store on Geary Street called Milton Optical Company prior to relocating to Union 
Square. The Rhines handed over the reins to Spectacles of Union Square in 1977 to their apprentice and 
European-trained lab technician, Horst Goos. After two decades with the business, Goos’ own apprentice, 
Kevin Hershey, assumed ownership of the business in 1997. Hershey remains the owner to the present day. 
 
Over the course of its 45 years in existence, Spectacles of Union Square has gained a reputation for its fine 
artisan craftsmanship and a capacity to handle difficult eyewear repair jobs that other shops cannot. Eyewear 
stores and doctors throughout the city often refer customers with such challenging jobs to the store, as do the 
city’s high-end hotels including the Fairmont, Ritz Carlton, Four Seasons, Mark Hopkins, and Campton Place, 
which has resulted in the store acquiring a large international customer-base. One of the business’ defining 
traditions is the presence of its owner/operator most days of the week. The specialized knowledge of its staff, 
as well as its onsite laboratory, enables Spectacles of Union Square to carry out repairs and adjustments 
within a short timeframe and fill prescriptions in an hour, including those for legally blind persons. 
 
The store also sells a wide variety of high-end eyewear ranging from the latest fashion offered by designer 
brands, to vintage frames, to unique, hand-made pieces through its in-house brand, Archie Brower. 
Spectacles’ current owner, Kevin Hershey, travels regularly to Europe to collect vintage frames from local 
shops to add to his boutique back home. Finally, Spectacles of Union Square is a fixture of Maiden Lane, 
which has historically functioned as a popular shopping destination comprised of high-end boutiques. 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
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Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years: 
 
177 Maiden Lane from 1972 to Present (45 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Union Square neighborhood’s history and identity. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• Spectacles of Union Square is associated with the craft of manufacturing eyewear and the skilled 

tradition of providing regular and specialized optical services in a boutique environment. 
 
• Spectacles of Union Square has contributed to the history and identity of San Francisco’s Union Square 

by serving as an eyewear destination in the city’s high-end shopping district. It has consistently provided 
highly skilled eyewear repair and prescription services and offers a unique collection of eyeglasses for 
retail, including its in-house brand of eyewear that is manufactured onsite. 
 

• The property at 177 Maiden Lane is considered a “Category A Property” as a contributor to the Kearny-
Market-Mason-Sutter Conservation District. It has also been identified as potentially eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places as an individual property. 
 

• The business has been cited in the following publications: 
 The San Francisco Appeal News, 9/27/2012, “Spectacles’ Vintage-Inspired Line Delights,” by Babe 

Scanlon. 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Spectacles of Union Square is committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define its 
tradition of serving as an old-fashioned optical store. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Spectacles of Union Square qualifies for the Legacy 
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Function as an eyeglass repair store specializing in highly skilled repair jobs. 
• One-hour prescription glasses service. 
• Onsite optical laboratory. 
• Commitment to training apprentices as a way of passing down specialized optical skills and knowledge. 
• In-house brand of eyewear. 
• Eclectic collection of vintage and high end eyewear. 
• Union Square location. 
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CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Eyewear retail sales and prescription lab. 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Spectacles of Union Square 
currently located at 177 Maiden Lane in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE JUNE 26, 2017 

 
SPECTACLES OF UNION SQUARE 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-082 
Business Name:  Spectacles of Union Square 
Business Address:  177 Maiden Lane 
District:   District 3 
Applicant:   Kevin Hershey, Owner 
Nomination Date:  April 17, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR 
SPECTACLES OF UNION SQUARE, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 177 MAIDEN LANE. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on June 26, 2017, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Spectacles of Union Square in the 
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at Spectacles of Union Square: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Function as an eyeglass repair store specializing in highly skilled repair jobs. 
• One-hour prescription glasses service. 
• Onsite optical laboratory. 
• Commitment to training apprentices as a way of passing down specialized optical skills and knowledge. 
• In-house brand of eyewear. 
• Eclectic collection of vintage and high end eyewear. 
• Union Square location. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Spectacles of Union Square on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Eyewear retail sales and prescription lab. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
June 26, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-082 
Business Name:   Spectacles of Union Square 
Business Address:   177 Maiden Lane 
District:   District 3 
Applicant:    Kevin Hershey, Owner 
Nomination Date:   April 17, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Aaron Peskin 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
177 Maiden Lane from 1972 to Present (45 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: May 10, 2017 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 
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Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS? DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No Yes

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:
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san francisco’s largest selection of boutique
brands & authentic vintage eyewear

177 maiden lane, san francisco

DIRECTIONS



spectacles of union square
san francisco
Spectacles, located on San Francisco’s historic Maiden Lane since

1959, has always been more concerned with precision and accuracy

than the latest fads and gimmicks. Three generations ago, in 1932, the

owners family opened their first wholesale lab in Detroit. Sisters Isabel

and Rae were two of the first females in the optical industry. The

family has continued to run prescription labs and manufacture

eyeglass frames ever since. Owner Kevin Hershey studied under

master optician Horst Goos until he took over the lab in 1996. For over

70 years their main concern has always been quality over quantity.

Spectacles in-house lab specializes in custom rimless mountings and

uses tried and true products such as Varilux and Carl Zeiss lenses. At

Spectacles you can find everything from Cartier to unused vintage

eyewear.

Page 2 of 6San Francisco Vintage Eyewear

5/8/2017http://spectacles-sf.com/



san francisco
eyeglass prescription lab
“I feel fortunate to have been trained by an old European

optician/labman. Like myself, Horst had come out of the lab to

eventually own the store. He taught me all that he knew about making

prescription lenses on outdated antiquated equipment and

consequently I had to master the trade and learn to manually perform

task that one would never need to know when using modern

equipment. In our industry, lens technology has become so over

marketed that we lose sight of the fact that ultimately a human still

has to take a measurement and in most cases, a completely different

human has to take that information and process it accurately. At my

store it is all done in-house. We’ve been making prescription glasses

under this very same roof for almost 60 years. I’ve been hanging

around Maiden Lane for over 20 years now and we’ve always been

known as the San Francisco Prescription Eyewear Destination. I am

honored to be able to keep these family owned traditions alive and

sell what we feel are quality brands and more importantly, make a

pair of glasses the right way. I am never more in my element than

when knocking out a stack of jobs, repairing an old frame, and helping

someone see better, all at the same time!”

-Kevin Hershey, Owner

Page 1 of 2san francisco eyeglass prescription - Spectacles of Union Square

5/8/2017http://spectacles-sf.com/san-francisco-eyeglass-prescription/































 

 

 









 

• NEWS 
 

SPECTACLES’ VINTAGE-
INSPIRED LINE 
DELIGHTS 
by Babe Scanlon | September 27, 2012 10:30 am | in Culture | 0 Comments 
 
 

 

 
I’ve always known Spectacles on Maiden Lane in Union Square for their vintage 
glasses, but now I’m excited about their house brand Archie Brower. The owner, 
Kevin Hershey, travels Europe every year searching out vintage stock from small 
glasses shops. Then he reworks his best finds into the Archie Brower line. 

The latest style (shown above) comes in the most amazing colors: black, blue, 
green, pink, tortoise shell, you name it (Andrea, also above, is wearing the green 
ones). Some of them even have rhinestones. And as far as high quality, beautiful 
glasses go, they’re reasonably priced. The frames I’m going to buy are only $275, 
now I just need to decide between blue, pink, or green. Archie Brower makes men’s 
and women’s frames (I got so overly excited about the woman’s glasses that I forgot 
to take pictures of the men’s, whoops). 

http://sfappeal.com/category/news/
http://sfappeal.com/author/babe-scanlon/
http://sfappeal.com/category/culture/
http://sfappeal.com/2012/09/spectaclestacular/#disqus_thread
http://sfappeal.com/


In addition to Archie Brower and other high quality modern lines, Spectacles carries 
vintage frames from the 1930’s through the 1970’s. This results in the most 
interesting and varied selection of frames I’ve seen in the Bay Area. The staff at 
Spectacles makes trying on frames fun and they each have great style. They’ve 
picked out most of my favorite glasses for me, including the vintage, gold with pearls 
sunglasses I’m wearing in the picture above.  

One vintage frame I’m obsessed with right now is a huge 70’s men’s frame that 
makes anyone look like they’re about to land the space shuttle. They look hideous 
on me so Kevin won’t let me buy them. I keep telling him that I’m not trying to look 
attractive but rather, unapproachably insane. Still though, it’s obvious he just can’t 
stomach anyone leaving Spectacles looking repellant. 
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Case Number 2017-006201LBR; 2017-006202LBR; 2017-006234LBR;  
2017-006235LBR  

Great American Music Hall; Russian Hill Bookstore; Shanti Project; 
Spectacles of Union Square  

Filing Date: May 10, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-006235LBR 
Business Name: Spectacles of Union Square  
Business Address: 177 Maiden Lane  
Zoning: C-3-R (Downtown-Retail)/ 
 80-130-F Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0309/012 
Applicant:  Kevin Hershey 

177 Maiden Lane 
San Francisco, CA 94108 

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Old-fashioned optical store, Spectacles of Union Square, opened on Maiden Lane in San Francisco’s high 
end shopping district in 1972. The business offers highly skilled eyewear repair and prescription services, 
as well as an eclectic collection of high-end eyeglasses for sale, including its signature eyewear line that is 
manufactured onsite. The business’ original owners, Milton and Dorothy Rhine, came from a family of 
opticians with Milton’s father and two brothers operating their own optical stores in the city.  Milton and 
Dorothy ran another optical store on Geary Street called Milton Optical Company prior to relocating to 
Union Square. The Rhines handed over the reins to Spectacles of Union Square in 1977 to their apprentice 
and European-trained lab technician, Horst Goos. After two decades with the business, Goos’ own 
apprentice, Kevin Hershey, assumed ownership of the business in 1997. Hershey remains the owner to 
the present day.   
 
Over the course of its 45 years in existence, Spectacles of Union Square has gained a reputation for its fine 
artisan craftsmanship and a capacity to handle difficult eyewear repair jobs that other shops cannot. 
Eyewear stores and doctors throughout the city often refer customers with such challenging jobs to the 
store, as do the city’s high-end hotels including the Fairmont, Ritz Carlton, Four Seasons, Mark Hopkins, 
and Campton Place, which has resulted in the store acquiring a large international customer-base. One of 
the business’ defining traditions is the presence of its owner/operator most days of the week. The 
specialized knowledge of its staff, as well as its onsite laboratory, enables Spectacles of Union Square to 
carry out repairs and adjustments within a short timeframe and fill prescriptions in an hour, including 
those for legally blind persons. 
 
The store also sells a wide variety of high-end eyewear ranging from the latest fashion offered by 
designer brands, to vintage frames, to unique, hand-made pieces through its in-house brand, Archie 
Brower. Spectacles’ current owner, Kevin Hershey, travels regularly to Europe to collect vintage frames 
from local shops to add to his boutique back home. Finally, Spectacles of Union Square is a fixture of 
Maiden Lane, which has historically functioned as a popular shopping destination comprised of high-end 
boutiques. 
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Case Number 2017-006201LBR; 2017-006202LBR; 2017-006234LBR;  
2017-006235LBR  

Great American Music Hall; Russian Hill Bookstore; Shanti Project; 
Spectacles of Union Square  

STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1972.  

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Spectacles of Union Square qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it 
meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i.  Spectacles of Union Square has operated for 45 years. 

vi. Spectacles of Union Square has contributed to the history and identity of San 
Francisco’s Union Square by serving as an eyewear destination in the city’s high-
end shopping district. It has consistently provided highly skilled eyewear repair 
and prescription services and offers a unique collection of eyeglasses for retail, 
including its in-house brand of eyewear that is manufactured onsite. 

vii. Spectacles of Union Square is committed to maintaining the physical features or 
traditions that define its tradition of serving as an old-fashioned optical store.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with the craft of manufacturing eyewear and the skilled tradition of 
providing regular and specialized optical services in a boutique environment. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

The property at 177 Maiden Lane is considered a “Category A Property” as a contributor to the 
Kearny-Market-Mason-Sutter Conservation District. It has also been identified as potentially 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places as an individual property.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

Yes. It is a contributor to the Kearny-Market-Mason-Sutter Conservation District.  

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. Spectacles of Union Square has been cited in the following publication (but not necessarily 
limited to): The San Francisco Appeal News, 9/27/2012, “Spectacles’ Vintage-Inspired Line 
Delights,” by Babe Scanlon. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 177 Maiden Lane  
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Case Number 2017-006201LBR; 2017-006202LBR; 2017-006234LBR;  
2017-006235LBR  

Great American Music Hall; Russian Hill Bookstore; Shanti Project; 
Spectacles of Union Square  

Recommended by Applicant 
• Function as an eyeglass repair store specializing in highly skilled repair jobs 
• One-hour prescription glasses service 
• Onsite optical laboratory 

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Commitment to training apprentices as a way of passing down specialized optical skills and 

knowledge 
• In-house brand of eyewear 
• Eclectic collection of vintage and high end eyewear 
• Union Square location 

 
 



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution 

HEARING DATE JUNE 6, 2017 
 
Case No.: 2017-006235LBR 
Business Name: Spectacles of Union Square  
Business Address: 177 Maiden Lane  
Zoning: C-3-R (Downtown-Retail)/ 
 80-130-F Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0309/012 
Applicant:  Kevin Hershey 

177 Maiden Lane 
San Francisco, CA 94108 

Nominated By: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR SPECTACLES OF 
UNION SQUARE, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 177 MAIDEN LANE (BLOCK/LOT 0309/012).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, 
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing 
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and 
success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the identity of San Francisco’s Union Square 
shopping district; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on June 6, 2017, the Historic Preservation Commission 
reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry 
nomination. 
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2017-006235LBR  
177 Maiden Lane; Spectacles of Union Square 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
Spectacles of Union Square qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Spectacles of Union Square: 
 
Location (if applicable) 

• 177 Maiden Lane 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

• Function as an eyeglass repair store specializing in highly skilled repair jobs 
• One-hour prescription glasses service 
• Onsite optical laboratory 
• Commitment to training apprentices as a way of passing down specialized optical skills and knowledge 
• In-house brand of eyewear 
• Eclectic collection of vintage and high end eyewear 
• Union Square location 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-
006235LBR to the Office of Small Business.  
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on June 6, 2017. 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT 
 
ADOPTED:  
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