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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Little Joe’s Pizzeria is a local family-owned and –operated restaurant serving Italian and Mexican dishes in
the Excelsior/Outer Mission neighborhood. The restaurant, opened in 1958 by Joseph “Little Joe” Russo,
featured Italian classics such as pizza, chicken parmesan, and pasta dishes. By 1972, the restaurant had
grown so much that it moved from its original location to its present location at 5006 Mission Street.
In 1973, Alfredo Rodriguez purchased the business from Little Joe with the intention of running it as a family
business and as a place for his family could work and be together in one place. Under the new ownership,
the menu accommodated for a diverse neighborhood population. Alfredo Rodriguez added a Mexican aspect
to the menu as not only did the Excelsior/Outer Mission had a sizeable Mexican population but also locals
who frequented the establishment asked the new owner why the Mexican-owned business featured no
Mexican dishes. Rodriguez’s solution was to create a “Mexican pizza,” which became so popular that he
decided to add more Northern Mexican dishes based on recipes from his wife, Gloria.
Little Joe’s Pizzeria has become a beloved neighborhood establishment, offering a unique menu to a diverse
community. It has become a place for families to bring their children to witness the cooks toss, catch and spin
pizza dough and has remained committed and tied to the community by making it a point of hiring local
residents. Additionally, the restaurant is supportive of local schools by donating its space, time and food for
various schools, educational organizations and extracurricular groups to meet and host events.
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?
Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco
operations exceeding two years:
4689 Mission Street from 1958 to 1972 (14 years).
5006 Mission Street from 1972 to Present (45 years).
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CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Excelsior/Outer Mission neighborhood’s history and identity.
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or
community:
•

Little Joe’s Pizzeria is associated with traditional Italian and Mexican dishes, specifically Northern
Mexican.

•

Little Joe’s Pizzeria has contributed to the Excelsior/Outer Mission community’s history and identity by
carrying out a business model and a mission that provides a welcoming space for the neighborhood to
gather and indulge in Italian and Mexican cuisine, that shows commitment to the community in the hiring
of local residents, and that illustrates and enhances the diversity of the neighborhood in the form of its
food.

•

The 1950 property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical
significance. The property is considered a “Category B Property” that requires further review per the
Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical resources.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
Yes, Little Joe’s Pizzeria is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define them as
a unique restaurant with both Italian and Mexican dishes that cater to and represent the diverse population of
the neighborhood.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Little Joe's Pizzeria qualifies for the Legacy
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the
below listed physical features and traditions.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Mission to make the restaurant a welcoming, family-friendly, humble neighborhood spot.
• Unique menu consisting of Italian and Mexican/Northern Mexican recipes and dishes.
• Business model that includes donating time, space and food to local schools and hiring employees (both
part- and full-time) from the neighborhood.
• Italian-feeling interior design that is dimly-lit with leather booths in the tuck-and-roll style with wooden
tables and chairs, red and black wallpaper with a velveteen texture, and a takeout pizza counter at the
front.
• Large neon sign brought from the original location on Mission and Persia streets that says the words
“Little Joe’s Restaurant” and “Pizza” and “Dining Room.”
• Location in the Excelsior/Outer Mission neighborhood, specifically along Mission Street.
• Storefront system including angled vestibule and tiled bulkhead and aluminum storefront system.
• Painted “Little Joe’s Pizza” along the front façade.
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CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.
• Restaurant featuring Italian fare.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Little Joe's Pizzeria currently
located at 5006 Mission St. in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative
Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR LITTLE
JOE’S PIZZERIA, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 5006 MISSION STREET.
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, communityserving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a
significant risk of displacement; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define
the business; and
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 11, 2017, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Little Joe's Pizzeria in the Legacy
Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below
listed physical features and traditions at Little Joe's Pizzeria:
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Mission to make the restaurant a welcoming, family-friendly, humble neighborhood spot.
• Unique menu consisting of Italian and Mexican/Northern Mexican recipes and dishes.
• Business model that includes donating time, space and food to local schools and hiring employees (both
part- and full-time) from the neighborhood.
• Italian-feeling interior design that is dimly-lit with leather booths in the tuck-and-roll style with wooden
tables and chairs, red and black wallpaper with a velveteen texture, and a takeout pizza counter at the
front.
• Large neon sign brought from the original location on Mission and Persia streets that says the words
“Little Joe’s Restaurant” and “Pizza” and “Dining Room.”
• Location in the Excelsior/Outer Mission neighborhood, specifically along Mission Street.
• Storefront system including angled vestibule and tiled bulkhead and aluminum storefront system.
• Painted “Little Joe’s Pizza” along the front façade.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Little Joe's Pizzeria on the Legacy Business Registry:
• Restaurant featuring Italian fare.
______________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
December 11, 2017.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________
Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application Review
Sheet
LBR-2017-18-024
Little Joe's Pizzeria
5006 Mission St.
District 11
Alfredo Rodriguez, Vice President
November 6, 2017
Supervisor Ahsha Safaí

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?
X
Yes

No

4689 Mission Street from 1958 to 1972 (14 years).
5006 Mission Street from 1972 to Present (45 years).
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
X
Yes
No
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
X
Yes
No
NOTES: NA
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: November 8, 2017

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program
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Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.
ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS:

ZIP CODE:

START DATE OF BUSINESS

ìêèç Ó·--·±² Í¬®»»¬

çìïïî

ïçëè

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS?

DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No

Yes

ïçëèóïçéî

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

ëððê Ó·--·±² Í¬®»»¬

çìïïî

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:

ïçéî

End:

Ð®»-»²¬

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

V.5- 6/17/2016

LITTLE JOE’S PIZZERIA
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative
CRITERION 1
a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations,
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all
other locations.
In 1942, Joseph “Little Joe” Russo, upon completing his military service, began working for his
father Giuseppe at his North Beach pizzeria, Napoli Ristorante. Little Joe learned the pizza
business from his father while working with him for 16 years before deciding to start his own
venture.
In 1958, he opened what is now known as Little Joe’s Pizzeria. The first location was located on
Mission and Persia Streets in the Excelsior District. By 1972, his business had grown and he
moved the restaurant to its current location at 5006 Mission Street. In 1973, Alfredo Rodriguez
Sr. bought the business over an afternoon conversation and a handshake. Together with wife
Gloria, he strove to make the restaurant “their place” where his family could all work and be
together in one place.
In 1995, Fred passed away, but not before seeing his dream come true. All of his children,
Antoinette, Patricia (Patty), Marcela, and Alfredo Jr. (also Fred) have worked and participated in
the business at different stages in their lives. They have worked alongside each other, their
cousins and employees who have become lifelong friends.
Little Joe’s Pizzeria is now being run by Patty and Fred. The mission however remains the same,
to make the restaurant a welcoming, family-friendly, humble neighborhood spot. The menu
consists of many Italian classics, including pizza, chicken parmesan and pasta dishes, as well as
Mexican favorites, as the Rodriguez family is of Mexican descent. The Excelsior District also has
a very deeply rooted Latino community, making these menu items very popular alongside the
pizza. This gives Little Joe’s Pizzeria a uniqueness that makes it an extremely neighborhoodfriendly business in the Excelsior.
b. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the
business.
The business is currently owned and operated by the Rodriguez family. It was purchased from
the original owner Joseph Russo in 1973. The ownership history is as follows:
•
•

1958 – 1972: Joseph Russo
1972 – 1995: Fred Rodriguez Sr.

•
•

1995 – 2017: Gloria Rodriguez
Current: Antoinette, Patricia, Marcela, and Fred Jr. (Gloria has very recently passed away
and the business is being distributed amongst her children)

c. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a
family-owned business.
N/A
d. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry.
The building at 5006 Mission Street is not listed on a historic resources registry; however, it
maintains a style common amongst Mission Street eateries in the Excelsior District, with an
ornate storefront and prominent neon sign featuring the business name. The building was
constructed in 1912.

CRITERION 2
a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood,
community or San Francisco.
The first aspect of Little Joe’s Pizzeria one notices is the menu that is uniquely tailored to cater
to the Excelsior community. The original business was owned by an Italian pizza-maker from
North Beach, Joseph Russo, who relocated to the Excelsior District, which had a sizeable Italian
population at the time.
Once Alfredo Rodriguez Sr. (Fred Sr.) purchased the business, he added a Mexican aspect to the
menu as the neighborhood also had (and still has) a sizeable Mexican population. This was in
large part due to being asked by many members of the community why a Mexican-owned
business had no Mexican food on the menu. The solution was to create the Mexican pizza,
consisting of a pizza crust topped with refried beans, cheese, homemade chorizo sausage,
tomatoes, onions and jalapenos. The Mexican pizza was such a hit that it spawned the creation
of an additional Mexican menu, all featuring home-style Northern Mexican favorites, with the
recipes directly provided by Fred Sr.’s wife Gloria.
Little Joe’s Pizzeria has long been a neighborhood staple in the Excelsior District. After many
decades of being in the neighborhood, they have had the pleasure of having former employees
come back to visit with their children and even grandchildren, to tell of their lives and
successes. Many of these customers and employees have stories about Little Joe’s Pizzeria as
being a crucial part of their childhoods. Many married couples visit to tell that their first date
was at Little Joe’s, and return years later with their children. Little Joe’s Pizzeria also hosts many
occasions such as baptisms, wedding rehearsals, anniversaries and birthdays.

Fred Sr. was also the kind of man who could talk to anyone. He welcomed people from all walks
of life into his restaurants, and had a dream to make this business a place where his family
could all work and be together in one place. He was an incredibly hard worker and made his
work look effortless.
b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the
city, or the business industry?
Little Joe’s Pizzeria has always been supportive of local schools and donated both food and time
whenever possible. Little Joe’s has partnered with Coach Dan Salvemini from Burton High
School to help raise funds to keep the athletic program open. The restaurant has also opened
their doors and allowed the use of the dining room for a local political group, the Young
Democrats, to hold their meetings for the past 30 years. Captain Joe McFadden from the
Ingleside Police Station has also hosted a “Pizza with a Police Officer” event for the first time in
2017, which was an amazing community outreach event with quite a bit of success.
c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade
publication, media, or historical documents?
The business has not been mentioned in an historical context to the knowledge of the business
owners.
d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?
As a neighborhood-serving business, Little Joe’s Pizzeria has served residents of the
neighborhood, some of which have grown to a greater renown. The most famous perhaps is
Excelsior native Carlos Santana who was a frequent takeout and delivery customer to his
practice garage in Lakeview. Another famous visitor was former San Francisco 49ers Jamie
Williams, who once hosted a large party at Little Joe’s Pizzeria. San Francisco Giants pitcher
Juan Marichal also grew up in the neighborhood and was a famous guest of Little Joe’s Pizzeria.
Some of the more common visitors are local district supervisors such as Asha Safai and John
Avalos.
e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?
The Excelsior District has always been home to the Rodriguez family, and they have always felt
it was their responsibility to help the community when they can. Little Joe’s Pizzeria has always
tried to hire from within the neighborhood. For many employees, employment at Little Joe’s
Pizzeria was their first job and the job they worked at through high school and college.
Although many have gone on to work in various career fields ranging from teachers to police
officers, they learned their basic job skills at Little Joe’s Pizzeria that helped them along the
way.

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves.
Little Joe’s Pizzeria is a true neighborhood-serving business, primarily serving families in the
Excelsior District. Former residents in the area also tend to visit the restaurant quite frequently
as well. The customer base is also representative of the Excelsior District, with a healthy mix of
young and old, Latino, Italian, Filipino and Chinese, many of which are just local residents
visiting their neighborhood pizza spot.
g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant
building/structure/site/object/interior?
The restaurant is largely the same as it was when it originally opened in 1958. The interior
design is dimly-lit with red walls, detailed designs, leather-upholstered booths with wooden
tables in the rear and a takeout pizza counter in the front. The exterior is also largely similar to
its original design. It is painted red and white and has a large neon sign that was brought from
the original located on Mission and Persia streets to the current location at 5006 Mission
Street.
h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut
down, etc.?
If the business were to close, the neighborhood would be losing a restaurant with a quality
product, a place to gather and a business that truly cares about its customers and community.
Current owner Patty stated, “Who would feed all these people?” When the business posted a
change of ownership in the front of the business, many of the restaurant’s patrons called and
visited asking if the business was closing down for good. This response goes to show the
connection to the neighborhood, and how a long-time community cornerstone is essential to
the community.

CRITERION 3
a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.
The business is mostly defined by its traditional “pizzeria” feel. It is a very Italian-feeling
business that reminds one of a pizzeria back in the 1950s. The leather booths are original in the
tuck-and-roll style, with wooden tables and chairs. The wallpaper is red and black, and has a
velveteen texture to it, which is also the original wallpaper. The front of the business also
features a large neon sign, characteristic of not only Excelsior businesses but San Francisco
businesses from a past era.
The business’s dedication to serving the surrounding community is another one of its
distinguishing features. The unique menu serving both Italian and Mexican cuisine, with classic
pasta dishes alongside Mexican favorites like Steak Ranchero and Enchiladas make the business
a great combination of two cultures that have and continue to shape San Francisco. This is

especially indicative of the community in which Little Joe’s Pizzeria is located, one of the most
diverse neighborhoods in the city.
b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft,
culinary, or art forms)
Little Joe’s Pizzeria has always maintained a pizzeria-style menu, however the product has
changed, but only for the better. The product and food sources have moved from traditional
wholesale to more free range and locally-sourced products to reflect changing demands in the
food service industry. Little Joe’s owners have recognized that not only is there a higher
demand for locally-sourced products, but they also give their food a better taste. Owner Fred
Rodriguez commented that he had always bought free range and locally-sourced chicken to
cook at home and came to the realization that the product is superior in taste and quality.
Therefore, these types of ingredients have been brought into the kitchen at Little Joe’s.
The Rodriguez family also has added a bit of their heritage to the menu by including a Mexican
section as well. This helps to attract a wider range of customers that reside in the
neighborhood. These dishes are mainly Mexican classics that can be found in many Mexican
restaurants, however the recipes are home-style Northern Mexican cooking, passed down to
Gloria, and now her children who now own and operate the restaurant. Today, Mexican food
accounts for nearly 40% of all sales at Little Joe’s Pizzeria. All of these classics of course are at
affordable prices keeping the tradition of the neighborhood-serving restaurant.
c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural
details, neon signs, etc.).
The interior and exterior of Little Joe’s Pizzeria are largely unchanged from the original fixtures
put in place by owner Joe Russo. The tuck-and-roll leather booths, velveteen wallpaper and
exterior signage are all original fixtures that have been cleaned and maintained or refinished in
order to reflect their original features. These fixtures are also of extraordinary quality, which
was the standard when Little Joe’s Pizzeria first opened. These features distinguish Little Joe’s
Pizzeria from other businesses and make it exemplary of a San Francisco Legacy Business.

1971 Telephone Directory Listing

Little Joe's Pizza

5006 Mission St. (at Italy St.) . San Francisco
-10 a.m.
. we start delivery ai 11 amt. 7 days a week • We etart taking -orders at

li

(415) 333 - 3684

PIZZA
"Our famous hand spun crust & old family secret
goes into our delicious pizza"
12'` Sm.

14" Med,

16.50
CHEESE
14.50
CHEESE & MUSHROOMS
16.00
19,90
CHEESE & ONION...
16.00
19.90
CHEESE & GARLIC
16 00
19.90
CHEESE & OLIVES
16.00 19.90
19.90
CHEESE & GREEN PEPPERS
16.00
CHEESE & SALAMI.... ..... .,................... .16.00
19.90
19,90
CHEESE & PEPPERONI .
16.00
CHEESE & ITALIAN SAUSAGE .......
19.90
19.90
...... 16_00
CHEESE & HAMBURGER .....
20.90
17,00
CHEESE & CANADIAN BACON
CHEESE & TOMATOES
17.00
20.90
.17_00
20.90
CHEESE & GREEN ONIONS
19.50
CHEESE & ANCHOVIES ............ „„.,.....17,50

=„c:t.,

18" XL_

19.25
21.95
21.95
21,95
21.95
21.95
21.95
21.95
21.95
21.95
22_95
22.95
22.95
22.95

22.00
23.95
23.95
23.95
23.95
23.95
23.95
23.95
23.95
23.95
24.95
24.95
24.95
25.00

PIZZA
(lax already inciudeci)
12" Sm.. 14" Med, 16" 14,

JEZ,L.

ITALIAN SAUSAGE & MUSHROOM ........... 17.50

20_65

23.65

25.95

PEPPERONI & MUSHROOM ................ 17.50

20_65

23.65

25.95

HAMBURGER & ciNioN ,_._,_,.,_,.,.,.,.,,,.,,,.,,,17,50

20,65

23.65

25_95

SAUSAGE & PEPPERONI ................... 17.50

20_65

23.65

25_95

"LLTTLE JOE'S SPECIAL"..._
salami, sausage, mushrooms)

21,65

23.es

26_25

18.65
21.40
'VEGIE" ................................
(mush rooms, onions, olives, green peppers, garlic)

24A0

25,05

"EVERYTHING"._._._._._._._.

.19.45

23,55

25.95

28.26

-CLAM & GARLIC"

19.45

23.65

25.95

28_25

"HAWALIAN"
(ham, pineapple)

19.45 23.85 25.95 28.25

"MEXICAN"

19_45 25.65 25.95 28.25

...18.55

Pizza crust topped lightly with beans, cheese, chorizo,
tomatoes, on
& ialapenos

then sprinkled with

WHEN ORDERING EXTRA OF AN OFIIGINAL TOPPING:
_
$2.00
CALONE (feeds 2 —

3 people) $20.95

Reg ular Calzone:

Stuffed with ricotta. cheese, mozzarella cheese,
sauce, salami, pepperoni

Vegetarian Calzone:

Stuffed with ricotta and mozzarella cheese, saucer
mushroom. onion, olive, gfeen pepper & garlic

Hawaiian Ca.lzone:

Stuffed with ricotta cheese. mozzarella cheese,
sauce, ham & pineapple
SPECIALTY ITEMS

1$1.: —
$2.00 —
52.00 —
$3.00 —

pineapple -ham — Canadian bacon — jalapenos
pests — zucchini — eggplant — ricotta — green. onions
linguisa — chorizo — tomatoes
artichokes — clams — shrimp — crab — feta — sun—dried
tomatoes — chicken - American bacon

I

ITALIAN FOOD
served. with French Bread
(lax included)
SPAGHETTI

......

...... . ......

..

SPAGHETTI & CLAMS (red

...... ......

....... ......12.95

or white
SPAGHETTI & SAUSAGE ..... ........... ........_ ........

.....

SPAGHETTI & MUSHROOM (red or white. sauce)

........ ................. ..... 15.95

.......................,..,.,.15,95

......

....15.95

..... _ ...... _._..... ........ ................. ..... 13.95

FIAVIOLL........"... ........... . ........ ...........

. .___._......13_95

...............

SPAGHETTI & RAVIOLI ......

_15_95

LASAGNE (allow 25 minutes)
RIGATONI (allow 25 minutes

....

...

SPAGHETTI WITH MEATBALLS (2).,.,.,...,
FETTUCINI ALFREDO., ........... _ ...........

.....

. 11•1•••••••••...........

........ .......14.95

...

._.._..15.95

.

....

15_50

.......

............... ...........

SPAGHETTI WITH PESTO SAUCE ............. .......
FETTUCCINI WITH SHRIMP

12.95

........ • .......

...........

Laaii

im

I. I. 1 7 1E15

17.50

FETTUCCINI WITH CHICKEN

"All our sauces are HOMEMADE"

MEAT & SEAFOOD
Served with pasta., vegetables; and French bread
(lax .1.rciaded)
........ 17.35

CHICKEN SCALLOPINI (musIhrooms & wine) ...... _ ........ _ ........
_

VEAL SCALLOPINI (mushrooms & wine) ............. . .......

.18..25

VEAL PARMIGIANA (sauce & MOnterey.Cheese) .

........ „.... ...................... _ ........... 15.50

FRIED CHICKEN (4 pieces). ..............

CHICKEN CAOCIATORE (red sauce w.fgreen pepper., mushroom. onion) ...... _17.35
CHICKEN SAUTEED WITH MUSHROOMS.
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA (marlha.ra. sauce wl Monterey) .............. ......
EGGPLANT PARMIGIANA (marinaira sauce wI IvIonterrey

PRAWNS__ .......

...

10.45

..... _ ............. _ ....... .....

17,75

..........

18.96

. ,r . .. .. _ .......

...... — .

17 95

FILET OF SOLE
SEAFOOD

PLATTER ................ ............

SCALLOPS
BAKED CHICKEN., ......... ......

16.95

...... ••••••• .

NEW YORK STEAK_ ........ _ ............. _ ...............
GROUND CHUCK STEAK ...........

...

..... ......... ,r,. ...... r•

......
............. . .......

r•

.......

......___.17_95

..... _ ........ ............. .............17.95
_ .......

15_50

SANDWICHES
(lax included)
NEW YORK STEAK SANDWICH
GROUND CHUCK SANDWICH
MEATBALL SANDVVICH .
................ ...
CHICKEN SANDWICH (2 patties)
SAUSAGE SANDWICH.,.,
LITTLE JOE'S PIZZA SANDWICH

13,95
11.95
9.95
9.95
10.95
9.95

SIDE ORDERS

(fax irochthed)
LARGE DINNER SALAD (Feeds 2 - 3)
DINNER SALAD
ANTIPASTO SALAD
CAESAR SALAD
CLAM CHOWDER (Weekends Only) .
MINESTRONE (16 oz.)... .
....
...........
GARLIC BREAD (3/4 Loat)
FRENCH Fr:11ES
MEATBALLS (2) WITH MEAT SAUCE & BREAD
HOT WINGS
GUACAMOLE WI CHIPS
NACHOS (Cheese)
RICE or BEANS (16 oz.)
DESSERTS
When ordering bread with soup and salad add $ 0.50

11.50
5.25
12.95
11.50
.6_50
5,00
4.95
6.,50
11,95
8.95
8,95
5,50
5.00

DINNERS
Pax lac: Wed)
Served with rice. beans, and tortillas
TACOS (2)
CHILE RELLENOS (2) ....
ENCHILADAS (2)
TAMALES (2)....................
STEAK RANCHERO
CAMARONES RANCHEROS
SINGLE TACOS (3)

..........

12.95
13.05
12_95
I2_95
18_45
1895
10.95

COMBINATIONS
(tax included)
Served with rice, beans, and tortillas
#1. TACO AND ENCHILADA (Beef or Chicken)
#2. TACO, ENCHILADA, CHILE RELLENO (Beef or Chicken)
#3 TACO, ENCHILADA, TAMALE (Beef or Chicken)
.
.......
#4. CHILE RELLENO & CHEESE ENCHILADA

13.75
14.95
14,95
13.25

Legacy Business Registry
December 6, 2017 Hearing

Filing Date:
Case No.:
Business Name:
Business Address:
Zoning:

Block/Lot:
Applicant:

Nominated By:
Staff Contact:
Reviewed By:

Case Number 2017-014616LBR; 2017-014618LBR; 2017-014645LBR;
2017-014705LBR
Beck’s Motor Lodge; Eddie’s Café; Little Joe’s Pizzeria;
One Twenty For Hair
November 8, 2017
2017-014645LBR
Little Joe’s Pizzeria
5006 Mission Street
NCD (Excelsior Outer Mission Street Neighborhood Commercial
District)/
40-X Height and Bulk District
6968/009
Alfredo Rodriguez, Vice President
5006 Mission Street
San Francisco, CA 94112
Supervisor Ahsha Safai, District 11
Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186
stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org
Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822
tim.frye @sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Little Joe’s Pizzeria is a local family-owned and –operated restaurant serving Italian and Mexican dishes
in the Excelsior/Outer Mission neighborhood. The restaurant was started in 1942 by Joseph “Little Joe”
Russo, who began working for his father, Giuseppe, at his restaurant in North Beach (Napoli
Ristorante) after completing military service. At his father’s restaurant, Joe learned the pizza business
and in 1958, he opened Little Joe’s Pizzeria at the corner of Mission and Persia streets in the Excelsior
District and began serving Italian classics such as pizza, chicken parmesan, and pasta dishes. By 1972,
the restaurant had grown so much that it moved from its original location to its present location at 5006
Mission Street and in 1973, Alfredo Rodriguez purchased the business from Little Joe with the intention
of running it as a family business and as a place for his family could work and be together in one place.
Under the new ownership, the menu accommodated for a diverse neighborhood population. Alfredo
Rodriguez added a Mexican aspect to the menu as not only did the Excelsior/Outer Mission had a
sizeable Mexican population but also locals who frequented the establishment asked the new owner
why the Mexican-owned business featured no Mexican dishes. Rodriguez’s solution was to create a
“Mexican pizza,” which became so popular that he decided to add more Northern Mexican dishes
based on recipes from his wife, Gloria.
Little Joe’s Pizzeria has become a beloved neighborhood establishment, offering a unique menu to a
diverse community. It has become a place for families to bring their children to witness the cooks toss,
catch and spin pizza dough and has remained committed and tied to the community by making it a
point of hiring local residents. Additionally, the restaurant is supportive of local schools by donating its
space, time and food for various schools, educational organizations and extracurricular groups to meet
and host events.
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Case Number 2017-014616LBR; 2017-014618LBR; 2017-014645LBR;
2017-014705LBR
Beck’s Motor Lodge; Eddie’s Café; Little Joe’s Pizzeria;
One Twenty For Hair

STAFF ANALYSIS
Review Criteria
1.

When was business founded?
1958

2.

Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?
Yes, Little Joe’s Pizzeria qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all
of the eligibility Criteria:

3.

i.

Little Joe’s Pizzeria has operated for 59 years.

ii.

Little Joe’s Pizzeria has contributed to the Excelsior/Outer Mission community’s
history and identity by carrying out a business model and a mission that provides a
welcoming space for the neighborhood to gather and indulge in Italian and
Mexican cuisine, that shows commitment to the community in the hiring of local
residents, and that illustrates and enhances the diversity of the neighborhood in the
form of its food.

iii.

Little Joe’s Pizzeria is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions
that define them as a unique restaurant with both Italian and Mexican dishes that
cater to and represent the diverse population of the neighborhood.

Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?
The business is associated with traditional Italian and Mexican, Northern Mexican specifically,
dishes.

4.

Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?
No. The 1950 property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for
potential historical significance. The property is considered a “Category B Property” that
requires further review per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical
resources.

5.

Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?
No.

6.

Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?
No.

7.

Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?
The business has not been cited in publications to date.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
Location(s) associated with the business:
• 5006 Mission Street

8

Legacy Business Registry
December 6, 2017 Hearing

Case Number 2017-014616LBR; 2017-014618LBR; 2017-014645LBR;
2017-014705LBR
Beck’s Motor Lodge; Eddie’s Café; Little Joe’s Pizzeria;
One Twenty For Hair

Recommended by Applicant
• Mission to make the restaurant a welcoming, family-friendly, humble neighborhood spot
• Unique menu consisting of Italian and Mexican/Northern Mexican recipes and dishes
• Business model that includes donating time, space and food to local schools and hiring
employees (both part- and full-time) from the neighborhood
• Italian-feeling interior design that is dimly-lit with leather booths in the tuck-and-roll style with
wooden tables and chairs, red and black wallpaper with a velveteen texture, and a takeout
pizza counter at the front
• Large neon sign brought from the original location on Mission and Persia streets that says the
words “Little Joe’s Restaurant” and “Pizza” and “Dining Room”
Additional Recommended by Staff
• Location in the Excelsior/Outer Mission neighborhood, specifically along Mission Street
• Storefront system including angled vestibule and tiled bulkhead and aluminum storefront
system
• Painted “Little Joe’s Pizza” along the front façade
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Historic Preservation Commission
Draft Resolution
HEARING DATE DECEMBER 6, 2017

Case No.:
Business Name:
Business Address:
Zoning:

Block/Lot:
Applicant:

Nominated By:
Staff Contact:
Reviewed By:

2017-014645LBR
Little Joe’s Pizzeria
5006 Mission Street
NCD (Excelsior Outer Mission Street Neighborhood Commercial
District)/
40-X Height and Bulk District
6968/009
Alfredo Rodriguez, Vice President
5006 Mission Street
San Francisco, CA 94112
Supervisor Ahsha Safai, District 11
Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186
stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org
Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822
tim.frye @sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION LITTLE JOE’S PIZZERIA,
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 5006 MISSION STREET (BLOCK/LOT 6968/009).
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that
longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool
for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their
continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Excelsior/Outer Mission neighborhood's history
and identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that
define the business; and

www.sfplanning.org

Resolution XXXXXX
December 6, 2017

CASE NO. 2017-014645LBR
5006 Mission Street

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 6, 2017, the Historic Preservation
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry nomination.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that
Little Joe’s Pizzeria qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Little Joe’s Pizzeria
Location (if applicable)
•
5006 Mission Street
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
• Mission to make the restaurant a welcoming, family-friendly, humble neighborhood spot
• Unique menu consisting of Italian and Mexican/Northern Mexican recipes and dishes
• Business model that includes donating time, space and food to local schools and hiring employees (both
part- and full-time) from the neighborhood
• Italian-feeling interior design that is dimly-lit with leather booths in the tuck-and-roll style with wooden
tables and chairs, red and black wallpaper with a velveteen texture, and a takeout pizza counter at the
front
• Large neon sign brought from the original location on Mission and Persia streets that says the words
“Little Joe’s Restaurant” and “Pizza” and “Dining Room”
• Location in the Excelsior/Outer Mission neighborhood, specifically along Mission Street
• Storefront system including angled vestibule and tiled bulkhead and aluminum storefront system
• Painted “Little Joe’s Pizza” along the front façade
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5(a).
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017014645LBR to the Office of Small Business.
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission
on December 6, 2017.

Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary
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CASE NO. 2017-014645LBR
5006 Mission Street

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ADOPTED:
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