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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report 
 

HEARING DATE AUGUST 14, 2017 
 
 

ELITE SPORT SOCCER 
 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-088 
Business Name:  Elite Sport Soccer 
Business Address:  2637 Mission Street 
District:   District 9 
Applicant:   Jorge and Astrid Lopez, Owners 
Nomination Date:  April 30, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Elite Sport Soccer is a local, family-owned, bilingual (Spanish/English) retail business specializing in soccer 
equipment, footwear, cleats, uniforms and fan gear. Located in the Mission District, Elite Sport Soccer 
opened in 1989 and has become an integral part of the neighborhood, serving the Latino community in San 
Francisco as well as the larger soccer communities of the Bay Area. The business was originally located at 
3182 21st Street in the Mission District but relocated to its current location in 1995, where it has remained 
since. When Elite Sport Soccer was founded, the neighborhood had a concentrated Latino community with 
soccer having always been a significant cultural component of Latino identity. Opening a bilingual shop 
helped to bind the business to the community both culturally and linguistically. The store carries a large 
selection of jackets and jerseys from national and professional teams from around the world as well as a 
selection of national flags and has become an important fixture of the community of soccer players, fans and 
aficionados. Apart from selling soccer gear and memorabilia, the business has also given back to the 
community by supporting local high school and City College teams and the construction of local soccer fields 
(i.e., at Dolores Park). Additionally, the owners, Jorge and Astrid Lopez, have provided work opportunities to 
over 600 bilingual young people over the span of their 27 year history, which they feel is their most significant 
contribution to the community. Elite Sport Soccer has continued to show its commitment to the community 
both in the merchandise that it sells and in its dedication to working in cooperation with schools that teach 
soccer and with local soccer leagues that sponsor amateur adult soccer teams in the Bay Area. The 
business’ Mission Street location’s lease expired on June 30, 2017. The building was sold in 2014 and again 
in late 2016. Negotiations with the newest owner for a long-term extension of the lease are ongoing and may 
be contingent upon Elite Sport Soccer receiving Legacy Business status. Should the business not be 
considered for designated as a Legacy Business, it may be forced to close or relocate out of San Francisco, 
which may have detrimental effects on its employees, the neighborhood, or the business itself.  
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 
No, the applicant has not operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years: 
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3182 21st Street from 1989 to 1996 (7 years). 
2637 Mission Street from 1995 to Present (22 years). 
1773 Haight Street from 2010 to Present (7 years). 
 
Has the business operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years, significantly 
contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the 
Registry, face a significant risk of displacement? 
 
Yes. 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Mission District neighborhood’s history and identity. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• Elite Sport Soccer is associated with the Latino tradition and craft of soccer. 
 
• Elite Sport Soccer has contributed to the Mission District community’s history and identity by supporting a 

significant aspect of Latino culture – soccer – through its merchandise, its commitment to supporting local 
efforts to promote and teach soccer, its efforts to employ local youth and its continued bilingual 
atmosphere. 
 

• The 1910 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical 
significance as part of the South Mission Historic Resource Survey. The property is considered a 
“Category A Property” and is eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 1 for its 
association with the historic events of the post-1906 rebuilding and recovery in the Mission District. 
 

• The business has been cited in the following publications: 
 El Mensajero, 12/8/1993, “Latino business comes true, then struggles,” by Margarita Millar. 
 reSource/RenCenter.org, “Astrid Lopez: A Journey of Financial Empowerment,” by Lucero DeLeon. 
 MEDA, 9/12/2015, “New Owner Has Goal to Displace Elite Sports Soccer from Long-Term Space in 

Mission.” 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Elite Sport Soccer is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define its role as 
a bilingual supporter of local soccer fans and players. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Elite Sport Soccer qualifies for the Legacy Business 
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed 
physical features and traditions. 
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Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Tradition of being a bilingual business. 
• Variety of soccer merchandise including equipment and fan gear. 
• Commitment to supporting local institutions and organizations that promote and teach soccer both in San 

Francisco and the greater Bay Area. 
• Commitment to employing local youth. 
• Location in the Mission District. 
• Exterior features including massing, rooflines, and architectural details visible from the public right-of-

way. 
 
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Retail soccer product sales. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Elite Sport Soccer currently 
located at 2637 Mission Street and 1773 Haight Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy 
Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE AUGUST 14, 2017 

 
ELITE SPORT SOCCER 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-088 
Business Name:  Elite Sport Soccer 
Business Address:  2637 Mission Street 
District:   District 9 
Applicant:   Jorge and Astrid Lopez, Owners 
Nomination Date:  April 30, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR ELITE 
SPORT SOCCER, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2637 MISSION STREET AND 1773 HAIGHT STREET. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 14, 2017, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Elite Sport Soccer in the Legacy 
Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at Elite Sport Soccer: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Tradition of being a bilingual business. 
• Variety of soccer merchandise including equipment and fan gear. 
• Commitment to supporting local institutions and organizations that promote and teach soccer both in San 

Francisco and the greater Bay Area. 
• Commitment to employing local youth. 
• Location in the Mission District. 
• Exterior features including massing, rooflines, and architectural details visible from the public right-of-

way. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Elite Sport Soccer on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Retail soccer product sales. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
August 14, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-088 
Business Name:   Elite Sport Soccer 
Business Address:   2637 Mission Street 
District:   District 9 
Applicant:    Jorge and Astrid Lopez, Owners 
Nomination Date:   April 30, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Hillary Ronen 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?   Yes  X No 
 
3182 21st Street from 1989 to 1996 (7 years). 
2637 Mission Street from 1995 to Present (22 years). 
1773 Haight Street from 2010 to Present (7 years). 
 
PER CRITERION 1: Has the business operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less 
than 30 years, significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community and, if not included in the Registry, face a significant risk of displacement? 
 X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: Elite Sport Soccer's existing Mission Street lease expires on June 30, 2017. The building 
was sold in 2014 and re-sold in late 2016. Negotiations with the newest owner for a long-term 
extension of the lease are ongoing. There is a real risk that Elite may be forced to close or relocate 
out of San Francisco, which could disrupt or destroy the business and possibly result in the loss of 
jobs and livelihood for its employees. 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: June 22, 2017 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 
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Member, Board of Supervisors 

District 9 

 
 

HILLARY RONEN 

 
 
 
City and County of San Francisco 

 

 

 

Mr. Richard Kurylo 

Legacy Business Program 

Office of Economic and Workforce Development 

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 448 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

 

April 30, 2017 

 

RE: Nomination of Elite Sport Soccer 

 

Dear Mr. Kurylo: 

 

It is with great pleasure that I nominate to the Legacy Business Registry – Elite Sport 

Soccer, a family-owned and bilingual (Spanish/English) retail business that was 

established in 1989 at 3182 21st Street. Elite Sport Soccer sells soccer equipment, 

footwear, cleats, uniforms, and fan gear (team jackets, jerseys, national flags, etc.).  Elite 

has been an integral part of the Mission District, serving not only the Latino community in 

San Francisco, but the larger soccer communities of the Bay Area, including European and 

U.S. Nationals. 

 

Elite Sport Soccer is a keystone to the economic success of the businesses that exalt the 

cultural values of the Mission District.  That is why, it is my distinct honor to nominate 

Elite Sport Soccer to become part of San Francisco’s Legacy Business Registry. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Supervisor Hillary Ronen 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
 

mailto:Hillary.Ronen@sfgov.org








ELITE SPORT SOCCER, INC. 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history.  For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Elite Sport Soccer has been in business for a little more than 27 years, and at its present 
location on Mission Street for more than 22 of those years. It is a family-owned and family-
operated bilingual (Spanish-English) retail business founded in November 1989, shortly after its 
founders, Jorge Lopez and Astrid Acero Lopez, emigrated from Colombia to the United States 
with their two children. Their children, who are now grown, worked in the business before they 
went to college and now work in the stores occasionally when coverage is needed. 

When it began, the business was located in a storefront at 3182 21st Street. It relocated around 
the corner in 1995 to its current location at 2637 Mission Street. A second store, at 1773 Haight 
Street, opened in 2010.   

Both Elite stores sell soccer equipment, footwear, cleats, team uniforms, and fan gear, including 
brand-name footwear for players (men, women and kids), for those just beginning to learn the 
game to the more advanced. For those who don't play, the stores carry a large selection of 
jackets and jerseys from national and professional teams from around the world, as well as a 
selection of national flags. Jerseys and jackets can be personalized and custom printed with 
names, logos and numbers. Discounts are given for team orders and for registered players. 

When Elite was first founded, the Mission District had a concentrated Latino community, and 
soccer has always been a cultural component of the Latin identity. Having a bilingual shop 
where members of the community could be served in Spanish as well as English bound the 
business to the community. As the years passed, the popularity of soccer has grown, and the 
game is now practiced and taught in many public schools. Also, as the Mission District became 
home not just to the Latino community but to a variety of European immigrant and other 
communities as well, the ability of the stores to serve clients either in English or Spanish helped 
the business grow and evolve with the neighborhood. 

Elite's existing Mission Street lease was scheduled to expire on March 31, 2017 (it has been 
extended on a short-term basis to June 30, 2017). The mixed-use building in which the store is 
located (there are 8 apartments and 3 storefronts) was sold in 2014 by the previous long-term 
owner to a real estate developer who performed soft-story repairs and paid several tenants to 
accept buyouts of their tenancies. He resold the building in late 2016. Negotiations with the 
newest owner for a long-term extension of the lease are ongoing.   



As a result, there is a real risk that, unless Elite is granted Legacy Business status and the new 
owner is able to obtain a Legacy Business rental assistance grant, Elite may be forced to close or 
relocate out of San Francisco, which could disrupt or destroy the business and possibly result in 
the loss of jobs and livelihood for its employees. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

The business has never ceased operations in San Francisco for a period of six months or more. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

The business was founded by current owners Jorge Lopez and Astrid Acero Lopez in 1989. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

Not applicable. 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years.  Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

Not applicable. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The 1910 Edwardian-style building, at 2637 - 2645 Mission Street, is considered a “Category A 
Building” by the Planning Department for its architectural significance as a contributor to the 
South Mission Historic Resource Survey. It’s eligible for listing on the California Registry. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Since it was founded, Elite Sports has been located in the heart of the Mission District, and has 
been a central fixture of the community of soccer players, fans and aficionados. Elite was 
founded at a time when the Latino community was concentrated in the Mission, and as a 
bilingual business, Elite was able to serve the Latino community in its native language. Because 



Elite is focused on soccer, which has long been a part of the Latin cultural identity, and because 
of its commitment to remaining bilingual throughout its history, it has been able to expand its 
customer base as soccer has grown in popularity within the United States. Over the years, Elite 
has supported soccer teams at local high schools and at City College and supported the 
construction of local soccer fields (e.g., in Dolores Park) (see the attached photo of Astrid, Jorge 
and their sons with former Mayor Willie Brown). Astrid and Jorge feel their most significant 
contribution, however, has been to provide work opportunities to more than 600 bilingual 
young people over their 27+ year history. Many of their former employees have remained in 
touch over the years and have become part of the extended Elite Sport Soccer family. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

The most significant recurring event within the culture of international soccer is the World Cup 
tournament. World Cup final tournaments are held each four years, following regional 
qualifying tournaments around the world. The next World Cup tournament will be held in 
Russia in June and July of 2018. For businesses serving soccer fans, the regional qualifying 
rounds (which have already begun) and the months leading up to the World Cup are the most 
busy times, analogous to the annual holiday season experienced by other retail businesses in 
the U.S. Additional bilingual staff must be hired and trained, and inventory levels increased to 
prepare for increased demand for national flags, jerseys and similar items.   

In addition, while Elite is not “associated” with the annual Carnaval festival in any formal way, it 
has made contributions of equipment and money to various soccer clubs and other groups that 
march in, or build floats for, the annual Carnaval festival celebration. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Copies of several articles are attached. First is a December 1993 article from El Mensajero, a 
weekly Spanish language newspaper that describes the origins of Elite Sports. Another is a story 
from the Mission Economic Development Agency’s newsletter about the dilemma faced by Elite 
when the building it is located in was acquired in 2014 by its previous owner. The building has 
since been sold again. Another is a feature published by the Women’s Initiative for Self 
Employment (WISE) in 2013. There is also a story from the Winter 2016 issue of reSource, a 
journal published by the Renaissance Entrepreneurship Center (RenCenter.org). Also, attached 
to this application are an October 1993 letter from former Senator Barbara Boxer and a letter 
from former Mayor Frank Jordan. Also attached is a City Proclamation issued by former Mayor 
Frank Jordan declaring October 1, 1994, Elite Sports Day in San Francisco. 



d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Not as an owner or employee. It is certainly possible that significant or historical persons have 
been customers of the business from time to time, although the owners of Elite are not aware 
of any.   

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Elite's primary contribution to the neighborhood, in addition to being focused on soccer, has 
been its ability to give work opportunities to young people, and to provide an example to the 
young people who have worked there. Elite did not lay off employees during the Great 
Recession when business was bad. It has always paid its taxes. It has demonstrated business 
character and good financial management to its suppliers, such as Adidas, Nike, Puma and 
others. For nearly 30 years, Jorge and Astrid have shown the community and Elite's employees 
that it is possible to be a business owner and make a contribution to the family, the community 
and the state. 

In addition, Elite annually contributes merchandise to the fund-raising programs of various local 
public and private schools (including Cesar Chavez Elementary School, Mission Dolores High 
School, The Saint James Catholic School, The St. Charles Elementary School, Immaculate 
Conception Academy, and the Lycée Français de San Francisco), and provides discounts to 
teams affiliated with California Soccer Association--North (CSAN), and its local affiliate, the San 
Francisco Soccer Football League (SFSFL), as well as to players on those teams. Elite also 
supports the after-school soccer programs at the Jamestown Community Center and the Good 
Samaritan Family Resource Center. 

The business also has long-standing relationships with Mission Economic Development Agency 
(MEDA) and a variety of other community organizations. MEDA in particular has provided 
valuable advice and assistance over the years. Among the attachments to this application is a 
letter from Edwin Rodriguez at MEDA supporting Elite's application. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

For as long as Elite has existed, in part due to its bilingual ownership and staff, and partly due to 
its exclusive focus on the sport of soccer, Elite has been deeply involved with the many 
communities of soccer players and fans throughout the Bay Area. Initially, the business was 
focused in and on the Latin community in the Mission. As time went by and soccer became 
more widely popular in the United States, the store also came to serve European (primarily 
Spanish, German and French) residents and visitors to San Francisco. Finally, as the popularity 
of youth soccer grew, and the sport was adopted by physical education programs in the public 
and private schools of San Francisco, a new generation of San Franciscans has become part of 
the Elite Sport Soccer community. 



Over its history, Elite has provided over 600 high school and college students and recent 
graduates (many of them soccer players) with their first paid employment, including part-time, 
after-school, weekend and summer jobs. Many of those employees have remained in touch 
with Jorge and Astrid and their children to this day, and have become an extended family. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Yes, is considered a “Category A Building” by the Planning Department. It is a contributor to the 
South Mission Historic Resource Survey and eligible for listing on the California Registry. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

Because of its unique focus on soccer, Elite is not like most retail sporting goods stores, even 
those that have been in their respective communities for many years. Elite does not sell Major 
League baseball, NBA basketball or NFL football souvenirs and branded clothing. It does not sell 
tennis rackets, bicycles, fishing rods, camping equipment or other sporting goods. Elite is a 
specialty store, selling only soccer equipment and attire. It is an authorized retailer for the lines 
it carries. If it were to disappear, soccer players and their teams, and fans of the game 
generally, might still be able to find soccer balls and shoes in other stores, or on the internet, 
but not necessarily from a local, sales-tax-generating, bilingual business whose employees are 
themselves local residents, soccer players and/or fans. In short, if Elite were to close, the varied 
communities of soccer fans and players living in San Francisco would lose a valuable resource. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Elite Sport Soccer is a family-owned and operated bilingual (Spanish-English) retail business that 
serves the communities that love and enjoy the sport of soccer. It seeks to work in cooperation 
with the schools that teach the sport, the community centers and after-school programs that 
sponsor youth teams, the soccer leagues that sponsor amateur adult soccer teams in the Bay 
Area, and the fans of the international game and the many national teams that compete for the 
World Cup. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Elite’s owners made sacrifices during the Great Recession when business was bad so that no 
employees would be laid off. It has consistently hired employees from the neighborhood and 



has maintained, over the years, its business model as a specialty store focusing exclusively on 
soccer.   

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g.  signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Over the years, Elite has invested in improving the appearance and functionality of its business 
premises. In 1997 with guidance from MEDA, Elite borrowed (and over the next few years, re-
paid) a loan from the Mayor's Office of Community Development to renovate the façade and 
storefront of its Mission Street store. We are enclosing with this application copies of 
acknowledgments we have received over the years. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms.  Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Not applicable. 
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Page 2 of 3 Resource Name or #: 2637 - 2645 MISSION ST

DPR 523 L (1/95) *Required Information

(Assigned by recorder)

*Recorded By: Page & Turnbull, Inc. (CD/RS) *Date Recorded: January 2008

The south storefront features a fully-glazed metal door to the north and recessed, fixed plate-glass aluminum-sash windows to the 
south. The storefront is capped by a fabric awning. Plate-glass aluminum-sash windows for the same store are located in the 
center of the primary façade, north of the residential entrance.

The residential units are accessed by a recessed entrance. Upper story windowsinclude 3 angled bays.  Windows are double-
hung aluminum or vinyl sash. The windows feature molded surrounds, keystones, pilasters, egg-and-dart molding, and window 
hoods. The primary façade terminates in a modillioned cornice with egg-and-dart molding. Other architectural details include 
corner quoins, intermediate cornices, and mini-brackets.

The building appears to be in good condition.

Continuation Update

*P3a: Description (continued):

Detail of north storefront.
Source: City of San Francisco Planning Department

Trinomial
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*Recorded By: Page & Turnbull, Inc. (CD/RS) *Date Recorded: January 2008 Continuation Update

Detail view of south storefront.
Source: City of San Francisco Planning Department
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NEW OWNER HAS GOAL TO DISPLACE ELITE 
SPORTS SOCCER FROM LONG-TERM SPACE IN 
MISSION  
On: September 12, 2015  

In: Business Development, Mission Displacement  

Tagged: elite sports soccer mission san francisco , mission sf eviction , mission small business 
displacement 

Stitching jerseys and jackets in a basement seven days a week is no task for the weary. When you 
know that is the only way to get a business off the ground, you make it happen. 

Such is the story of Astrid Acero López, who emigrated from Colombia in November 1988. She and 
her husband, Jorge, had two toddlers in tow … and the dream of starting a business in the U.S. 

The idea was to transfer to San Francisco’s Mission District the marketing model of the ubiquitous 
soccer shops lining the commercial streets of Bogotá, knowing the intense passion for the sport 
among the Latino community. 

http://medasf.org/category/business-development/
http://medasf.org/category/mission-displacement/
http://medasf.org/tag/elite-sports-soccer-mission-san-francisco/
http://medasf.org/tag/mission-sf-eviction/
http://medasf.org/tag/mission-small-business-displacement/
http://medasf.org/tag/mission-small-business-displacement/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj02NWomNLUAhXrs1QKHQCIC3UQjRwIBw&url=http://medasf.org/&psig=AFQjCNFFheiI9J8DNtdRZs_Les1afkcn5Q&ust=1498246237072336
http://medasf.org/redesign2/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/1712-09102015_CRE-2070-Elite-Sports-Social-Media_Blog_640x295px.jpg


 

The result was a successful, family-run business named Elite Sports Soccer, nestled in a 1904 
building in the middle of bustling Mission Street near 22nd. From colorful soccer balls to equally 
colorful jerseys from innumerable countries around the globe, Astrid and Jorge’s community-serving 
business has thrived. This is especially true during World Cup years, when business can more than 
double. 

This shop has been the sole source of income for the industrious couple, with their successful 
enterprise even recognized by City power players. This is evidenced in their tiny back office, where a 
proclamation from Mayor Frank Jordan hangs on the wall. There is a picture with Mayor Willie 
Brown, set amid numerous family portraits from over the years. 

Proudly explains Astrid, “This business helped us send our two children to college. We were able to 
buy a home in the Excelsior. It’s taken much work, but Elite Sports Soccer has provided for our 
family.” 

Other families have been helped, too, with employees working the counter and offering customers 
assistance. Astrid and Jorge made sacrifices during the Great Recession so that all of these 
employees—community members—could stay on the books. 

MEDA’s Business Development team has helped over the years. The nonprofit gave credibility to the 
Lopez’ business model when the latter tried to establish relationships with brand-name corporations; 
this is difficult to do as a small business. There was also help with setting up an accounting system. 
Even lease negotiation—ever important in today’s commercial market of escalating rents. 

New owner 
Astrid speaks fondly of her former landlord, Norma, who understood this was a family business. 
Norma respected Astrid and Jorge’s hours of toil at their store. Norma also respected that the rent 
was always paid on time—a fair rent negotiated with MEDA’s help. It was a convivial relationship. 

That all changed two years ago, when an aging Norma was compelled to sell the building. The new 
owner dutifully followed the law and kept the Lopez’ lease intact—a lease that now goes for 18 more 
months. 

http://www.elitesportsoccer.com/
http://medasf.org/programs/business-development/
http://medasf.org/redesign2/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Building1.jpg


While their lease is still valid, Astrid and Jorge recently started getting visits from Sterling Heatley, 
who had paid $3.86 million for the property in May of 2014 and is already looking to flip the building. 

Heatley was part of a March 2015 San Francisco Chronicle story, back when he was a vice 
president at Paragon Commercial Brokerage. Seems he signed eviction notices for two dozen 
families at a 31-unit residential hotel in Chinatown. Fortunately, community protests ensued and the 
City stepped in to halt the evictions. Story. 

Heatley said he would propose two options and that Astrid and Jorge could choose one. A series of 
back-and-forth emails ensued, with the business owners realizing that these offers were of no 
benefit to them, their employees or the community. The offers solely benefitted Heatley. 

One option proposed is for a buyout, as the building is worth more vacant to Heatley. If this buyout is 
accepted, the lessees must guarantee to leave the premises in a quick 90 days. This offered buyout 
is a meager sum in comparison to what the business is worth, especially after so many years at the 
same location. With limited options for another commercial space in the Mission’s now-expensive 
market, it is not feasible to move elsewhere in the Bay Area. 

“How do we replace over 25 years of people knowing Elite Sports Soccer? The children of 
customers from the 1990’s now come in. People know where we are. We have built a positive 
reputation in the community. That is invaluable,” explains Astrid. 

The second option is for a five-year lease extension, at a 40 percent increase. When doing the 
numbers, that becomes a business model that is untenable. 

If neither of the aforementioned options is chosen, Astrid and Jorge can legally remain in the building 
until their lease expires in a year and a half. With no commercial rent control in San Francisco, the 
owner of the building at that time will be able to ask whatever rent they deem they can get for the 
space. 

Time will tell if Astrid and Jorge can continue to serve the community. Retirement is still a while 
away. There is still a mortgage to pay on that home in the Excelsior. 

Concludes Astrid of this stressful situation: “It’s sad that this is just seen as a building. There are 
humans inside. Jorge and I have worked hard and supported the Mission community. Where is the 
humanity? I pray that I never become like that. We are determined to make it … somehow.” 

 

http://sfist.com/2015/03/27/chinatown_sro_owner_serve_evictions.php
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

Filing Date: June 22, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-008060LBR 
Business Name: Elite Sport Soccer  
Business Address: 2637 Mission Street 
Zoning: NCT (Mission Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit)/ 
 65-B Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3637/027 
Applicant:  Jorge and Astrid Lopez, Owners 

2637 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Hillary Ronen, District 9 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Elite Sport Soccer is a local, family-owned, bilingual (Spanish/English) retail business specializing in 
soccer equipment, footwear, cleats, uniforms and fan gear. Located in the Mission District on Mission 
Street, Elite Sport Soccer was opened in 1989 and has become an integral part of the neighborhood, 
serving the Latino community in San Francisco as well as the larger soccer communities of the Bay 
Area. The business was originally located at 3182 21st Street in the Mission District but relocated to its 
current location in 1995, where it has remained since. When Elite Sport Soccer was founded, the 
neighborhood had a concentrated Latino community with soccer having always been a significant 
cultural component of Latino identity and opening a bilingual shop helped to bind the business to the 
community both culturally and linguistically.  
 
The store carries a large selection of jackets and jerseys from national and professional teams from 
around the world as well as a selection of national flags and has become an important fixture of the 
community of soccer players, fans and aficionados. Apart from selling soccer gear and memorabilia, 
the business has also given back to the community by supporting local high school and City College 
teams and the construction of local soccer fields (i.e. at Dolores Park). Additionally, the owners, Jorge 
and Astrid Lopez, have provided work opportunities to over 600 bilingual young people over the span 
of their 27 year history, which they feel is their most significant contribution to the community. Elite 
Sport Soccer has continued to show its commitment to the community both in the merchandise that it 
sells and in its dedication to working in cooperation with schools that teach soccer and with local 
soccer leagues that sponsor amateur adult soccer teams in the Bay Area.  
 
The business’ Mission Street location’s lease expired on June 30, 2017. The building was sold in 2014 
and again in late 2016. Negotiations with the newest owner for a long-term extension of the lease are 
ongoing and may be contingent upon Elite Sport Soccer receiving Legacy Business status. Should the 
business not be considered for designated as a Legacy Business, it may be forced to close or relocate out 
of San Francisco, which may have detrimental effects on its employees, the neighborhood, or the 
business itself.  
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1989 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Elite Sport Soccer qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all 
of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Though Elite Sport Soccer has only been in operation for 27 years, it faces a 
significant risk of displacement.  

ii. Elite Sport Soccer has contributed to the Mission District community’s history and 
identity by supporting a significant aspect of Latino culture – soccer – through its 
merchandise, its commitment to supporting local efforts to promote and teach 
soccer, its efforts to employ local youth and its continued bilingual atmosphere.  

iii. Elite Sport Soccer is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions 
that define its role as a bilingual supporter of local soccer fans and players.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with the Latino tradition and craft of soccer.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. The 1910 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential 
historical significance as part of the South Mission Historic Resource Survey. The property is 
considered a “Category A Property” and is eligible for listing in the California Register under 
Criterion 1 for its association with the historic events of the post-1906 rebuilding and recovery 
in the Mission District. 

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. El Mensajero, 12/8/1993, “Latino business comes true, then struggles,” by Margarita Millar; 
reSource/RenCenter.org, “Astrid Lopez: A Journey of Financial Empowerment,” by Lucero 
DeLeon; MEDA, 9/12/2015, “New Owner Has Goal to Displace Elite Sports Soccer from Long-
Term Space in Mission.”  
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 2637 Mission Street   

 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Tradition of being a bilingual business 
• Variety of soccer merchandise including equipment and fan gear  
• Commitment to supporting local institutions and organizations that promote and teach soccer 

both in San Francisco and the greater Bay Area  
• Commitment to employing local youth  
• Location in the Mission District  
 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Exterior features including massing, rooflines, and architectural details visible from the public-

right-of-way 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution 

HEARING DATE JULY 19, 2017 
 
Case No.: 2017-008060LBR 
Business Name: Elite Sport Soccer  
Business Address: 2637 Mission Street 
Zoning: NCT (Mission Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit)/ 
 65-B Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 3637/027 
Applicant:  Jorge and Astrid Lopez, Owners 

2637 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 

Nominated By: Supervisor Hillary Ronen, District 9 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

Desiree.Smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR ELITE SPORT 
SOCCER, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2637 MISSION STREET (BLOCK/LOT 3637/027).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that 
longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool 
for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their 
continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 20 or more years, with no break in 
San Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business faces a significant risk of displacement; and  
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Mission District neighborhood's history and 
identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the business; and 
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CASE NO. 2017-008060LBR  

2637 Mission Street 

 

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
Elite Sport Soccer qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 20 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Elite Sport Soccer 
 
Location (if applicable) 

• 2637 Mission Street 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

• Tradition of being a bilingual business 
• Variety of soccer merchandise including equipment and fan gear  
• Commitment to supporting local institutions and organizations that promote and teach soccer both in San 

Francisco and the greater Bay Area  
• Commitment to employing local youth  
• Location in the Mission District  
• Exterior features including massing, rooflines, and architectural details visible from the public-right-of-

way 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-
008060LBR to the Office of Small Business.  
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on July 19, 2017. 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
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CASE NO. 2017-008060LBR  

2637 Mission Street 

 
ADOPTED:  
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