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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
David Yahid opened Couture Designer European Clothing (“Couture”) at 395 Sutter Street in Union Square in
1989. The retail store sells high-end European designer men’s fashion customized to fit the needs of each
customer and specializes in serving people who have difficulty finding clothing elsewhere often based on
height, weight or disabilities. David was inspired to open the business based on an appreciation for high
quality and well-made clothing.
Couture Designer European Clothing is located in San Francisco’s Union Square neighborhood, which has
long been known for designer and high-end fashion boutiques and retailers that draw tourists, celebrities and
trend setters from all over the world. During the 1980s particularly, Sutter Street was a mecca for menswear
with around 12 different independent men’s retailers, all selling unique fashions to cater to different clientele.
The business has secured loyal clientele from politicians, pro athletes and celebrities. Couture opened with
one employee and has remained small over the years. It currently employs four people. The business is
owned by David Yahid; David’s wife, Lida Yahid, assists with the bookkeeping; Stephen Parrington, an
employee of eight years, is the manager. Despite the hardships faced by men’s clothing industry in Union
Square, Couture Designer European Clothing continues to offer customized menswear to residents and
visitors of San Francisco. Sutter Street originally had 12 independent men’s retailers, which has dwindled
down to approximately four.
The business is located in Union Square at the southeast corner of Stockton and Sutter streets.
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?
Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco
operations exceeding two years:
395 Sutter Street from 1989 to Present (30 years)
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CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Union Square neighborhood’s history and identity.
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or
community:
•

Couture Designer European Clothing is associated with the craft of men’s fashion and tailoring.

•

Couture Designer European Clothing has contributed to the history and identity of Union Square and San
Francisco.

•

The property is listed as a Significant Building in the Kearny-Market-Mason-Sutter Conservation District.
The property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status of “A” (Known Historic Resource). The
Galen Building was constructed in 1908 by architects Meyer and O’Brien. It is a steel frame
Renaissance/Baroque-style, brick and terracotta-clad office building.

•

Couture Designer European Clothing has been featured in dozens of local, state and national
magazines, newspapers and industry publications over the years. Some notable publications include: the
San Francisco Chronicle, New York Times, Contra Costa Times, SF Weekly and The San Francisco
Examiner. Noteworthy articles include:
 The Times, 12/5/2005, “Players Score New Style.”
 San Francisco Chronicle, 12/8/2005, “Grand Night for Foyle: He Makes 1,000th Block.”
 New York Times, 12/12/2005, “Dress Code Increases Sales at Specialty Clothing Shops.”
 Contra Costa Times, 12/19/2005, “Players Score New Style.”
 Featured on cover of Wealth Magazine, June/July 2013

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
Yes, Couture Designer European Clothing is committed to maintaining the physical features, craft, art form
and traditions that define the business.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Couture Designer European Clothing qualifies for
the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• High quality men’s designer European clothing.
• Custom-fitted apparel for people who have difficulty finding clothing elsewhere.
• Orange exterior awning and flag.
• Large display windows.
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.
• Clothing store featuring menswear.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Couture Designer European
Clothing currently located at 395 Sutter Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under
Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Program Manager
Legacy Business Program
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ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR
COUTURE DESIGNER EUROPEAN CLOTHING, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 395 SUTTER STREET.
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, communityserving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a
significant risk of displacement; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define
the business; and
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on January 14, 2019, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Couture Designer European
Clothing in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below
listed physical features and traditions at Couture Designer European Clothing:
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• High quality men’s designer European clothing.
• Custom-fitted apparel for people who have difficulty finding clothing elsewhere.
• Orange exterior awning and flag.
• Large display windows.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Couture Designer European Clothing on the Legacy Business
Registry:
• Clothing store featuring menswear.
______________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
January 14, 2019.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________
Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application Review
Sheet
LBR-2016-17-075
Couture Designer European Clothing
395 Sutter St.
District 3
David Yahid, CEO
March 6, 2017
Supervisor Aaron Peskin

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?
X
Yes

No

395 Sutter Street from 1989 to Present (30 years)
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
X
Yes
No
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
X
Yes
No
NOTES: The business will be 30 years old when heard by the Small Business Commission on
January 14, 2019.
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: November 21, 2018

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program
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COUTURE DESIGNER EUROPEAN CLOTHING
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative
CRITERION 1
a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations,
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all
other locations.
David Yahid, a passionate menswear aficionado, opened Couture Designer European Clothing
(“Couture”) at 395 Sutter Street in Union Square in 1989 after visiting San Francisco and falling
in love with the city. The retail store sells high-end European designer men’s fashion
customized to fit the needs of each customer and specializes in serving people who have
difficulty finding clothing elsewhere often based on height, weight or disabilities.
Prior to opening the store, David worked for Park General, a corporation that sold high-end
European fashion where he learned the ropes about merchandising and running a business.
David worked at one of its 70+ stores, Vivon de Paris at 25 Stockton Street, for 13 years until
the business was displaced due to seismic retrofitting of the building.
David was inspired to open the business based on an appreciation for high quality and wellmade clothing. As such, all the clothes the store stocks are worth investing in. The business has
secured loyal clientele from politicians, pro athletes and celebrities. While customers will find
plenty of well-known brands from Europe, David also has his eye on the new. That would
explain why he also picks edgy engineered garments with their hidden buttons and reversible
waterproof materials. Like any passionate menswear aficionado, David knows his apparel inside
and out, so he will tell you what makes the pieces so special. David won’t cover you, he will fit
you. He believes that the essence of the business is a personal touch that comes from ensuring
the clothes, the fit and the person all go hand in hand.
Couture opened with one employee and has remained small over the years. It currently
employs four people. The business is owned by David Yahid; David’s wife, Lida Yahid, assists
with the bookkeeping; Stephen Parrington, an employee of eight years, is the manager. Despite
the hardships faced by men’s clothing industry in Union Square, Couture Designer European
Clothing continues to offer customized menswear to residents and visitors of San Francisco.
In recent years, men’s clothing retailers have had difficulty surviving in San Francisco, like many
cities. Sutter Street originally had 12 independent men’s retailers, which has dwindled down to
approximately four presently, Couture included. The business’ commercial lease expires in
2020, and the property owner has indicated there will be a significant increase in the rent at
that time. If not included on the Legacy Business Registry, Couture Designer European Clothing,

which has contributed to the identity of the Union Square neighborhood, faces a significant risk
of displacement.
b. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the
business.
Couture Designer European Clothing is family owned by David Yahid and his wife Lida Yahid,
who joined in 2009. David is the President and was the original founder of the business. Lida
manages the bookkeeping and accounting for the business. David and Lida’s son Nick grew up
working at the shop and manages marketing and publicity. The formal business name is Yahid
Inc. dba Couture Designer European Clothing.
A history of the business ownership is as follows:
1989 to 2009:
David Yahid
2009 to Present
David Yahid and Lida Yahid
c. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a
family-owned business.
N/A
d. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry.
As adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission, the “Galen Building” at 391-399 Sutter
Street is deemed a Category 1 Significant Building pursuant to Planning Code section 1102(a).
The building is listed on the California Register in the Kearny-Market-Mason-Sutter
Conservation District. In 1978, the building was evaluated by the Foundation for San Francisco
Architectural Heritage and was given a “B” rating with “Major Importance.” Built in 1908, this
building is home to one of the founding Victoria’s Secret stores.

CRITERION 2
a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood,
community or San Francisco.
Couture Designer European Clothing is located in San Francisco’s Union Square neighborhood,
which has long been known for designer and high-end fashion boutiques and retailers that
draw tourists, celebrities and trend setters from all over the world. During the 1980s
particularly, Sutter Street was a mecca for menswear with around 12 different independent
men’s retailers, all selling unique fashions to cater to different clientele.

Couture provides one-on-one experiences for each client, specializing in people that have
difficulty finding clothing elsewhere often based on height, weight or disabilities. Each article of
clothing is fitted and made to meet the needs of each individual client.
Over the years, large-scale retailers like Zara and H&M opened in Union Square, displacing
many independent boutiques that were unable to withstand the dip in clientele and rise in rent
prices. Couture Designer European Clothing is one of the few remaining men’s independent
retailers on Sutter Street. The business preserves a part of the high-end men’s fashion clothing
market that exemplified Union Square’s history and has long attracted tourists and locals
looking to buy higher-end and custom made clothing.
b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the
city, or the business industry?
Couture Designer European Clothing has contributed to and participated in many community
events over the years by donating suits for auction, including the Ocean Film Festival. The
business has also attended and hosted events for the Golden State Warriors, who are longtime
clients. In 2005, the NBA established a league-wide formal dress code that required for players
to wear business casual attire before and after games and during travel. For athletes, finding
fitted suits when you’re 7 feet tall can be a challenge. The Warriors organization contacted
David Yahid by recommendation from a Warriors’ employee and long-time customer of Couture
asking if he could provide custom-made suits for the players. The Warriors have since been
David’s clients and continue to hold clothing-fitting events with the team to this day.
October 27, 2017, was “Al Attles Night.” The Warriors celebrated the 80-year-old Attles who
was in his 58th year with the franchise as a player, coach of the 1975 title team, General
Manager and now ambassador. Alvin Austin Attles Jr. (born November 7, 1936) was the second
African American coach to win an NBA title. For the celebration, Warriors’ Coach Steve Kerr
commissioned David Yahid to create a custom-made suit in the style of Attles’ famous outfits in
the 1970s. This is just one example of a longtime commitment between the Warriors and a
local San Francisco business dedicated to remaining in the city.
c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade
publication, media, or historical documents?
Couture has been featured in dozens of local, state and national magazines, newspapers and
industry publications over the years. Some notable publications include: the San Francisco
Chronicle, New York Times, Contra Costa Times, SF Weekly and The San Francisco Examiner.
The business’ clothes were featured on the cover of an issue of Wealth Magazine for its
contribution to men’s fashion in San Francisco. When the NBA established a league-wide dress
code for the players, Couture was widely publicized as the tailor for the Warriors which resulted
in interviews, featured articles and magazine editorials.

As one of the remaining independent designer boutiques on Sutter Street in Union Square,
Couture has garnered press articles and mentions as a result of its contribution to the
neighborhood and men’s high-end fashion in San Francisco.
Noteworthy articles:
• The Times, 12/5/2005, “Players Score New Style.”
• San Francisco Chronicle, 12/8/2005, “Grand Night for Foyle: He Makes 1,000th Block.”
• New York Times, 12/12/2005, “Dress Code Increases Sales at Specialty Clothing Shops.”
• Contra Costa Times, 12/19/2005, “Players Score New Style.”
• Featured on cover of Wealth Magazine, June/July 2013
d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?
As a long-term business on Sutter Street, Couture Designer European Clothing has served a
number of famous clientele over the years, including local politicians, athletes and celebrities.
Local San Francisco notable figures include: Supervisor Aaron Peskin, City Attorney Dennis
Herrera and Mayor Willie Brown and his security detail. Other notable figures are entrepreneur
Sol Hicks and Gary Shemano, and numerous pro athletes such as Steve Kerr, Damian Jones,
New York Giants linebacker Pete Monty and Warriors players Ike Diogu, Monta Ellis and Aaron
Miles.
e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?
Couture Designer European Clothing has been committed to a wide range of communityserving causes and issues over the years through participation and donation of clothing to
organizations and fundraisers. The business donates clothing to the Ferrari Ownership Group
for their annual gala. They also participate in annual events held by the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, Mother’s Against Poverty (MAP), Kids for Cancer, and Pars Equality - an Iranian
resettlement non-profit organization that assists recent Persian immigrants with finding work,
housing and basic necessities.
Couture has also have served many of the neighborhood’s homeless individuals directly by
providing them with clothes and jobs. For example, David hired “Brad,” a well-known homeless
person who lived in the neighborhood, to work at the store. Further, the business is committed
to flexible pricing in order to accommodate lower-wage clients to make sure that they look
good, whether it is to clean up a person living on the street, or make them look impressive for a
job interview.
f. Provide a description of the community the business serves.
Couture Designer European Clothing features high-end designer clothing and specializes in
custom-fitted apparel for people who have difficulty finding clothing elsewhere often based on
height, weight or disabilities. Each article of clothing is fitted and made to meet the needs of
the individual client.

The business serves visitors to San Francisco who frequent the Union Square area looking for
high-end goods, as well as local business owners, community leaders and politicians. This
includes fitting the Golden State Warriors with clothing for their pre- and post-game interviews.
All products are high-quality and higher-end merchandise, but the business makes an attempt
to dress anyone who comes into the store at a rate they can afford, because the presentation
of the suit can end up being the reason that person gets their first job. For example, a new
client who had recently passed the BAR Exam and was interviewing at various law firms for his
first job. Owner David Yahid knew that he did not have the money outright to buy a suit,
however he took the gentleman’s information and put him on a payment plan. The young man
got the job at a local firm and was able to pay for the suit over time.
g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant
building/structure/site/object/interior?
The building in which the business is located is on the San Francisco Historic Registry and is a
landmarked building known as the Galen Building. The space at 395 Sutter Street was home to
one of the first Victoria’s Secret stores in the United States.
h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut
down, etc.?
Couture Designer European Clothing is a long-time staple in the neighborhood and is
reminiscent of the Sutter Street of the past, which used to have an extreme concentration of
high-end menswear retailers. If the store were to close, the community would lose a unique,
independent local menswear store that made Union Square a prime destination for high-end
European clothing. Rising rents in the neighborhood and city as a whole are threatening these
types of local businesses, and David has maintained that his passion is to continue to operate so
long as it is affordable. The ever-increasing rents, however, threaten to bring in solely larger
corporations that are not unique to San Francisco, furthering the Union Square area becoming
more of a shopping mall mirrored in most other municipalities in the United States.

CRITERION 3
a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.
Couture Designer European Clothing is a local high-end retailer of designer clothing, of which
almost 100% of its customers are by appointment. The business’ inventory consists of highquality brands that can be custom-fitted as well as made-to-order items sold on site. In addition
to suits, the business retails dress shirts, jeans, Italian leather jackets and sport coats. It has a
blend of suppliers that is roughly 80% Italian, with other goods coming from Spain, Germany,
and Sweden. The business is characteristic of the high-end menswear culture that dominated
Sutter Street throughout the last 30-40 years.

The business relies primarily on word-of-mouth marketing and does not do traditional
marketing to garner new clientele. As a result of exceptional customer service and high quality
products, Couture has served multiple generations of families at the store and continues to
garner positive recommendations from its clients who “spread the word” about the business.
b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft,
culinary, or art forms)
Couture European Design is committed to selling high quality European menswear, which is the
fundamental aspect of its business model and success over the years. The business’ inventory
consists of high-quality brands that can be custom-fitted as well as made-to-order items sold on
site. Couture are experts in tailoring and can fit any body size with high quality clothing. This
tailoring tradition is unique in that the business does not deal in mass-produced goods, but
made-to-order and appointment-based fittings. This gives the customer a unique experience
tailored directly to their needs. Many of the larger menswear retailers do not provide this direct
and high-quality service, and therefore makes Couture Designer European Clothing an
exemplary model of menswear retailers in Union Square and San Francisco.
c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural
details, neon signs, etc.).
Outside of Couture Designer European Clothing are a number of physical elements that the
business is committed to maintaining. Its distinct orange exterior awning and flag is consistently
maintained, and the exterior has largely remained unchanged due to the Galen Building being a
registered landmark with the City and County of San Francisco. The business has a large window
display on the ground floor to show passers-by a sample of what the store has to offer, adding a
luxurious element to the neighborhood commercial corridor. The three-window displays on the
top floor also contribute to the façade of the historic building, showing mannequins in high-end
suits and a visual merchandising display of luxury and high-end style. The window displays,
double awning and flag are a staple to the Sutter Street business, adding visual appeal to the
street and attracting clientele into the store.
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Damian Jones changes his socks to try on a pair of shoes as he was shopping for new suits at Couture
Designer European Clothing in San Francisco, Calif., on Monday, October 3, 2016. The Warriors' newest
member ... more
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His 7-foot, 245-pound frame folded into a rolling chair, Damian Jones yanked off his
favorite socks. That hot-pink pair with black polka dots and comic-book action phrases
(“KAPOW!,” “SPLAT!,” “WHAM!”) didn’t jibe with his $2,000 designer suit.
After borrowing black dress socks,
the Warriors’ rookie center tried
cramming his size-16 feet into size14 loafers. Impossible. With no
bigger shoes to offer his prized
customer, David Yahid, owner of
Couture Designer European
Clothing, told Jones not to worry.
“I’ll just measure your (pants)
length differently,” Yahid said. “No
big deal.”
A postal-service snafu brought Jones to this upscale shop on Union Square on Monday
evening. He had mailed the two suits he owned to his new apartment in downtown
Oakland last month, only to learn later that they were lost for good.
To avoid a fine for violating the NBA’s dress code, Jones, currently sidelined by a
pectoral injury, wore his team-issued warm-ups Saturday over a T-shirt and shorts
during Golden State’s preseason opener in Vancouver, British Columbia. A day earlier,
he had texted Warriors vice president of communications Raymond Ridder asking for a
“good clothing guy back in the Bay Area.”
Since arriving in Oakland six weeks ago as Golden State’s long-term post project,
Jones has navigated new, grown-up experiences: moving into his own place, paying
bills, buying groceries. Stocking up on suits was just another part of adulthood.
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Shop owner David Yahid buttons up a suit on Damian Jones as Jones was shopping for new suits at Couture
Designer European Clothing in San Francisco, Calif., on Monday, October 3, 2016. The Warriors' newest
member is adjusting to his new life in the Bay Area.

“I was looking at some pictures and stuff that one of my friends posted on Facebook
recently,” said Jones, 21, whose towering physique belies his frequent giggles and soft,
child-like tone. “I was like, ‘Man, I was in college a few months ago.’ So much has
happened that it feels like two years have gone by. It’s crazy.”
After helping lead Vanderbilt in March to its first NCAA Tournament berth since 2012,
Jones decided to forgo his senior season and enter the NBA draft. A torn right pectoral
muscle suffered in a weightlifting accident 12 days before the draft hurt his stock.
Still, the Warriors took him with the final pick of the first round (30th overall). The
hope is that Jones, who underwent surgery in June and is expected to return in
December, will develop into an elite low-post enforcer. With Zaza Pachulia and
Anderson Varejao on one-year deals, Jones is Golden State’s only true center signed
past this season.
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“All you can do is tell him to keep working, keep up your conditioning,” head coach
Steve Kerr said. “It’ll come together.”

Photo: Carlos Avila Gonzalez, The Chronicle

Shop owner David Yahid check the fit of a suit on Damian Jones as Jones was shopping for new suits at
Couture Designer European Clothing in San Francisco, Calif., on Monday, October 3, 2016. The Warriors'
newest member is adjusting to his new life in the Bay Area.

Perhaps Jones’ biggest adjustment to professional life has been all the free time. At
Vanderbilt, almost every waking moment was filled with classes, meetings, study halls,
practices and games. With the Warriors, his non-game days are mostly free after
practice ends early in the afternoon.
“At 2 o’clock, I’m just sitting in my apartment being like, ‘I don’t know what to do
with myself the rest of the day,’” said Jones, who lives alone.
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His four-year rookie contract, which has team options on the last two seasons, is worth
up to $5.9 million. An engineering-science major at Vanderbilt, Jones spends with the
mind-set that these first two years will be his only years in the NBA.
He has yet to make an extravagant purchase. While he waits for his agent to help him
get a good deal on a Lexus, Jones takes Uber wherever he needs to go. Sometimes, if in
a bind, he asks Jonnie West, the Warriors’ director of player programs, to give him a
ride.
Monday evening at Couture, Jones chuckled and nodded as Yahid gave him a lesson in
business-casual wear. This was Jones’ first time shopping for suits. In June, during the
days leading up to the draft, his agent gifted him the two that were later lost in the mail.

Photo: Carlos Avila Gonzalez, The Chronicle

Damian Jones smiles for a photo as shop owner David Yahid creates a customer profile as Jones was
shopping for new suits at Couture Designer European Clothing in San Francisco, Calif., on Monday, October
3, 2016. The Warriors' newest member is adjusting to his new life in the Bay Area.
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Yahid shepherded Jones through numerous styles and color schemes. He advised the
big man on fabrics that won’t wrinkle on the road, blazers without shoulder pads and
designer jeans to dress down any ensemble.
“You’re kind of helping him form all of his opinions right now,” Ridder, who has been
taking Warriors players to Couture for almost 20 years, told Yahid. “He doesn’t have
much experience with this. You’re laying the foundation for him.”
Jones tried on a half-dozen or so outfits with no complaint. The sleeves of every suit
jacket stopped well above his wrists, a flaw easily corrected with tailoring. Little more
than halfway through the 90-minute visit, the diminutive Yahid placed his hand on
Jones’ left shoulder and craned his neck up to make eye contact.
“I’m making you work hard,” Yahid said, “but I’m making you look good.”
Minutes later, Jones emerged from
the dressing room in a gray suit,
pink tie and light purple dress shirt.
Yahid was so pleased that he
demanded Jones have his photo
taken in front of the store.
Jones, still shoeless, stood on Sutter
Street as passersby tried to make
sense of what they saw. A man
snapped a photo with his iPhone as
he asked Ridder, “Is that a
basketball player?” The driver of a
minivan, mouth open as he stared at
Jones, was late reacting to a green
light.
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It was a successful trip. The only problem was that Yahid wouldn’t be able to finish the
tailoring until next week, and in the meantime, Jones would continue sitting on the
bench in warm-ups.
After buying two blazers and three suits, he changed back into his preferred attire:
black Nike hoodie, gray sweatpants cut off at the knees, black Vans and those hot-pink
socks with black polka dots and comic-book action phrases.
Connor Letourneau is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. Email:
cletourneau@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @Con_Chron
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November 21, 2018
2018-016409LBR
Couture Designer European Clothing
395 Sutter Street
C-3-R (Downtown-Retail)
80-130-F Height and Bulk District
0294/015
David Yahid, CEO
395 Sutter Street
San Francisco, CA 94108
Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3
Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625
shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822
tim.frye@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
David Yahid opened Couture Designer European Clothing (“Couture”) at 395 Sutter Street in Union
Square in 1989. The retail store sells high-end European designer men’s fashion customized to fit the
needs of each customer and specializes in serving people who have difficulty finding clothing elsewhere
often based on height, weight or disabilities. David was inspired to open the business based on an
appreciation for high quality and well-made clothing.
Couture Designer European Clothing is located in San Francisco’s Union Square neighborhood, which
has long been known for designer and high-end fashion boutiques and retailers that draw tourists,
celebrities and trend setters from all over the world. During the 1980s particularly, Sutter Street was a
mecca for menswear with around 12 different independent men’s retailers, all selling unique fashions to
cater to different clientele.
The business has secured loyal clientele from politicians, pro athletes and celebrities. Couture opened
with one employee and has remained small over the years. It currently employs four people. The
business is owned by David Yahid; David’s wife, Lida Yahid, assists with the bookkeeping; Stephen
Parrington, an employee of eight years, is the manager. Despite the hardships faced by men’s clothing
industry in Union Square, Couture Designer European Clothing continues to offer customized menswear
to residents and visitors of San Francisco. Sutter Street originally had 12 independent men’s retailers,
which has dwindled down to approximately four.
The business is located in Union Square at the southeast corner of Stockton and Sutter streets. It is within
the C-3-R (Downtown-Retail) Zoning District and within a 80-130-F Height and Bulk District.

STAFF ANALYSIS
Review Criteria
1.

When was business founded?
The business was founded in 1989.
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2.

Multiple Cases
Multiple Locations

Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?
Yes. Couture Designer European Clothing qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry
because it meets all of the eligibility Criteria:

3.

i.

Couture Designer European Clothing has operated continuously in San Francisco for
29 years. The company’s lease will be expiring in 2020 and is a significant risk of
displacement, warranting and exception to the 30 year requirement for the Registry.

ii.

Couture Designer European Clothing has contributed to the history and identity of
Union Square and San Francisco.

iii.

Couture Designer European Clothing is committed to maintaining the physical
features, craft, art form and traditions that define the business.

Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?
Yes. The business is associated with the craft of men’s fashion and tailoring.

4.

Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?
Yes. The Galen Building was constructed in 1908 by architects Meyer and O’Brien. It is a steelframe Renaissance/Baroque-style, brick and terracotta-clad office building.

5.

Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?
Yes. The property is listed as a Significant Building in the Kearny-Market-Mason-Sutter
Conservation District. The property has a Planning Department Historic Resource status of “A”
(Known Historic Resource).

6.

Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?
No.

7.

Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?
Yes. Couture has been featured in dozens of local, state and national magazines, newspapers and
industry publications over the years. Some notable publications include: the San Francisco
Chronicle, New York Times, Contra Costa Times, SF Weekly and The San Francisco Examiner.
Noteworthy articles:
• The Times, 12/5/2005, “Players Score New Style.”
• San Francisco Chronicle, 12/8/2005, “Grand Night for Foyle: He Makes 1,000th Block.”
• New York Times, 12/12/2005, “Dress Code Increases Sales at Specialty Clothing Shops.”
• Contra Costa Times, 12/19/2005, “Players Score New Style.”
• Featured on cover of Wealth Magazine, June/July 2013.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
Location(s) associated with the business:
• 395 Sutter Street
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Recommended by Applicant
• High quality men’s designer European clothing
• Custom-fitted apparel for people who have difficulty finding clothing elsewhere
• Orange exterior awning and flag
• Large display windows
Additional Recommended by Staff
• None
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2018-016409LBR
Couture Designer European Clothing
395 Sutter Street
C-3-R (Downtown-Retail)
80-130-F Height and Bulk District
0294/015
David Yahid, CEO
395 Sutter Street
San Francisco, CA 94108
Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3
Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625
shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822
tim.frye@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR COUTURE DESIGNER
EUROPEAN CLOTHING CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 395 SUTTER STREET, (BLOCK/LOT
0294/015).
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and
success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 20 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years, the business is significant to San Francisco history, and the
business would face significant risk of displacement if not included in the Registry; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 19, 2018, the Historic Preservation
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry nomination.

www.sfplanning.org

Resolution No. ###
December 19, 2018

CASE NO. 2018-016409LBR
395 Sutter Street.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that
Couture Designer European Clothing qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative
Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 20 or more years, is at significant risk of displacement
due to upcoming lease negotiations, and has continued to contribute to the community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Couture Designer European
Clothing.
Location(s):
• 395 Sutter Street
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• High quality men’s designer European clothing
• Custom-fitted apparel for people who have difficulty finding clothing elsewhere
• Orange exterior awning and flag
• Large display windows
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5(a).
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2018016409LBR to the Office of Small Business.
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission
on December 19, 2018.
Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ADOPTED:

2

