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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
San Sun Restaurant is a Southeast Asian sit-down restaurant, first opened by Vietnamese
immigrant Xuong Sheh in 1990 at 941 Stockton Street. First arriving to the United States in
1979, Sheh worked in restaurants for 11 years to save money to buy a restaurant of his own.
With his savings and the help of his family, Sheh was able to purchase the former May Garden
restaurant on Stockton Street in 1990. Since opening 31 years ago, San Sun Restaurant has
served a variety of authentic cuisine from several countries in the Southeast Asia region,
including traditional dishes from Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, and the Teochew region of
southern China, for dine-in. San Sun Restaurant’s menu consistently offers various soup
noodle (Pho), rice, vegetable, and meat dishes, infusing a modern take on original dishes with
an emphasis on fresh ingredients. San Sun Restaurant has been family-owned and operated
by the Sheh family since opening in 1990.
In 2011, San Sun Restaurant was forced to relocate due to the Central Subway project. The
business stayed within Chinatown, moving to 848 Washington Street, where it has remained
since.
Distinctive features of the restaurant include its white awning and matching exterior sign
featuring San Sun’s logo and writing in Vietnamese, Chinese, and English, and ground floor
location in one of Chinatown’s typical low-scale brick buildings. San Sun Restaurant’s main
dining area features a mix of two- and four-person table seating and circular banquet-style
tables.
San Sun Restaurant has been a culinary staple and gathering spot in Chinatown throughout its
31-year history, serving local patrons and tourists of all ages its menu of Vietnamese,
Malaysian, Singaporean, and Teochew dishes at a reasonable price. San Sun Restaurant has
also served patrons of cultural significance, including entertainers well-known and popular in
Asia such as Emil Chau and Wong Cho-Lam. San Sun Restaurant has continuously given back
to the Chinatown community, most notably raising a significant amount of money for the
construction of the new Chinese Hospital between 2011 and 2012. San Sun Restaurant has
continuously donated gift cards, food, and coupons to other Chinatown-local charities
throughout its existence. It has donated money, food, and hosted events for Gordon J. Lau
Elementary School, the Tse Family Association, which funds school programs and scholarships
for immigrants, the Community Youth Center of San Francisco, and the Chinatown Community
Development Center. Lastly, San Sun Restaurant has been a consistent employer in
Chinatown of at least a dozen staff, who are primarily from low-income families.

CRITERION 1
Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?
Yes, San Sun Restaurant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years:
941 Stockton Street from 1990 to 2011 (21 years)
848 Washington Street from 2011 to Present (10 years)

CRITERION 2
Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
Yes, San Sun Restaurant has contributed to the history and identity of the Chinatown
neighborhood and San Francisco.
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the
following ways the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community:
•

The business is associated with traditional cuisine from Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, and
the Teochew region of southern China.

•

The business’ primary location, located at 848 Washington Street, is in a three-story brick
masonry Category A (History Resource Present) mixed-use building. The subject property
has been determined a potential contributor located within the eligible National Register
and eligible California Register Chinatown Historic District and is a contributory building to
both. 848 Washington Street was included in the Chinatown Historic Survey (1994), where
it received a California Historical Resource status code of “3D” (Appears eligible for NR as
a contributor to a NR eligible district through survey evaluation). The subject property was
also included in the Foundation For San Francisco Architectural Heritage Historic Survey
(1978) and was determined to be of contextual importance to Chinatown.
Previous Planning Department review has described Chinatown and the immediate area
surrounding the subject building to have been "constructed shortly after the earthquake with
construction dates ranging to the late 1920s with a period of significance from 1906 to
1930. Due to the brief period of reconstruction after the 1906 Earthquake and Fire, the
architectural styles of the vicinity are consistently Chinese Exotic Revival masonry
structures — an eclectic, exoticized style established by prominent Anglo-American
architects to mark the area as a tourist destination. Buildings range from two- to four-story
mixed-use buildings constructed between 1906 and 1930, with occasional high-rise
properties constructed in the post-WWII era." (Historic Resource Evaluation Response
Case No. 2016-015777ENV). 848 Washington Street is also associated with the history of
Chinese Hospital, an important community institution in Chinatown. In 1925, the building
that presently houses San Sun Restaurant was donated to the Chinese Hospital by a wellto-do Hong Kong businessman to help with the hospital’s collective fundraising effort.

•

There have been a number of local features, articles, and television news stories on San
Sun Restaurant. The restaurant has been covered in local media, including articles in the
San Francisco Chronicle. San Sun Restaurant has also been featured in Hong Kong-based
Sing Tao Daily. San Sun Restaurant has also been featured in Chowhound, a national
online resource for food enthusiasts.

CRITERION 3
Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, San Sun Restaurant is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that
define the business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that San Sun Restaurant qualifies for the
Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Southeast Asian (Vietnamese, Malaysian, Singaporean, and Chinese (Teochew)) sit-down
restaurant.
• Authentic Southeast Asian cuisine (including expansive menu of different Pho (noodle
soup) dishes).
• San Sun exterior sign, featuring three different languages (Vietnamese, Chinese, and
English), and San Sun logo.
• Engagement with Chinatown community through fundraisers, donations, and hosting
events.

CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be
required for maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.
• Restaurant featuring Asian cuisine.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include San Sun
Restaurant currently located at 848 Washington Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a
Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Program Manager
Legacy Business Program

Small Business Commission
Resolution No. _______________
March 22, 2021
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Adopting findings approving the Legacy Business Registry application for San Sun
Restaurant, currently located at 848 Washington Street.
WHEREAS , in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small
Business maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to
recognize that longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of
the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy
Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS , the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS , the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less
than 30 years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has
significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and,
if not included in the Registry, faces a significant risk of displacement; and
WHEREAS , the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and
WHEREAS , the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions
that define the business; and
WHEREAS , at a duly noticed public hearing held on March 22, 2021, the San Francisco Small
Business Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on
the Legacy Business Registry application; therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission hereby includes San Sun Restaurant in
the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section
2A.242.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding
the below listed physical features and traditions at San Sun Restaurant.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Southeast Asian (Vietnamese, Malaysian, Singaporean, and Chinese (Teochew)) sit-down
restaurant.
• Authentic Southeast Asian cuisine (including expansive menu of different Pho (noodle
soup) dishes).
• San Sun exterior sign, featuring three different languages (Vietnamese, Chinese, and
English), and San Sun logo.
• Engagement with Chinatown community through fundraisers, donations, and hosting
events.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the
below listed core physical feature or tradition to maintain San Sun Restaurant on the Legacy
Business Registry:
• Restaurant featuring Asian cuisine.
_______________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business
Commission on March 22, 2021.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director
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CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more
years, with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?
X
Yes
No
941 Stockton Street from 1990 to 2011 (21 years)
848 Washington Street from 2011 to Present (10 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or
the identity of a particular neighborhood or community?
X
Yes
No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or
traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
X
Yes
No

NOTES: N/A
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: February 4, 2021
Richard Kurylo
Program Manager, Legacy Business Program

Member, Board of Supervisors
District 3

City and County of San Francisco

AARON PESKIN

February 4, 2021
Director Regina Dick-Endrizzi
San Francisco Office of Small Business
City Hall, Room 110
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Director Dick-Endrizzi:
It is my honor and privilege to nominate San Sun Restaurant for inclusion on the Legacy
Business Registry.
San Sun Restaurant, located at 848 Washington Street in San Francisco’s Chinatown, was
established by Xuong Sheh in September 1990. Xuong Sheh and his family were boat people
from Vietnam. They arrived in Alabama in 1979 and shortly thereafter moved to California in
1980. For the next 10 years, Mr. Sheh worked in a restaurant in Los Angeles and saved his
money.
For many it has become a family tradition to dine at San Sun – especially since they expanded
their capacity and redecorated. It is known for its modern interpretation of classic dishes and its
insistence on only using high quality fresh ingredients.
San Sun Restaurant would benefit greatly from being listed on the Legacy Business Registry,
and I hereby recommend its inclusion.

Sincerely,

Aaron Peskin

City Hall  1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place  Room 244  San Francisco, California 94102-4689  (415) 554-7450
Fax (415) 554 - 7454  TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227  E-mail: aaron.peskin@sfgov.org

SAN SUN RESTAURANT
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative
CRITERION 1
Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco to
the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations,
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all
other locations.
San Sun Restaurant, currently located at 848 Washington Street in San Francisco’s Chinatown,
was established by Xuong Sheh on September 4, 1990. The Asian restaurant is known for its
modern interpretation of classic dishes and its insistence on only using high-quality, fresh
ingredients.
Xuong Sheh and his family were boat people from Vietnam. They arrived in Alabama in 1979
and shortly thereafter moved to California in 1980. For the next 10 years, Mr. Sheh worked in a
restaurant in Los Angeles and saved his money. With the help of his family, he was able to
borrow money in order to purchase one of the first Vietnamese restaurants in San Francisco. In
September of 1990, the Xuong Sheh family bought the May Garden restaurant and changed its
name to San Sun Restaurant. San stands for San Francisco, and Sun represents the three male
members within the family household. To this day, Xuong and his son James Sheh still work in
the restaurant.
The original location of San Sun Restaurant was 941 Stockton Street in the heart of Chinatown.
Their main offering at the time was an Asian-style noodle soup or what we know as Pho. The
restaurant expanded its menu to include Southeast Asian style food including Malaysian and
Singaporean, as well as Chinese food from the Teochew region of China. The restaurant thrived
at this location.
Twenty-one years later in 2011, Mr. Sheh had to move his restaurant because the land was
needed for the upcoming Central Subway Project. Eminent domain forced all of the businesses
on that section of Stockton Street to move. Mr. Sheh was among the first to make the move to
848 Washington Street on June 17, 2011. Other retailers and restaurants followed his lead and
moved as well. Mr. Sheh purchased the building that housed his new location with the
assistance of a Small Business Association loan.
In many ways, the forced relocation to Washington Street was a godsend because the new
space was larger and allowed for more seating capacity, increasing from 40 to 90 people. The
move also required new décor, which customers love.
b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco
for more than six months?
The restaurant was closed for only one week during the move from Stockton Street to
Washington Street.

More recently, the restaurant had to close due to the governor’s shelter-in-place mandate
during the coronavirus pandemic. The restaurant closed for six months from March 17, 2020
through August 31, 2020. They reopened on September 1, 2020.
c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the
business.
Xuong Sheh has owned San Sun Restaurant since it was established in 1990. Xuong Sheh has
two sons, one of whom works with him in the business. James Sheh was in college at the time
his father purchased the restaurant. He is now managing the restaurant, and Xuong comes in
occasionally and helps out.
d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a
family-owned business.
The ownership history of San Sun Restaurant is as follows:
1990 to Present

Xuong Sheh

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the
existence of the business prior to current ownership.
Documentation of the existence of the business verifying it has been in operation since
September 17, 1990, per the Department of Public Health.
f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry.
The historic resource status of the building of the building that houses San Sun Restaurant is
classified by the Planning Department as Category A, Historic Resource Present, with regard to
the California Environmental Quality Act. In a 1978 survey by the Foundation For San Francisco
Architectural Heritage, the building was determined to be of “contextual importance.” In a
Chinatown survey in 1994, the building was determined to be “contributory” to the Chinatown
Historic District. The building appears to be eligible for the National Register, through survey
evaluation in 1997, as a contributor to the National Register-eligible Chinatown Historic District.

CRITERION 2
a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood,
community or San Francisco.
San Sun Restaurant is an Asian restaurant known for its modern interpretation of classic dishes
and its insistence on only using high-quality, fresh ingredients. San Sun offers an extensive
variety of cuisines in a comfortable setting at reasonable prices, including Vietnamese,

Malaysian, Singaporean, and Chinese. San Sun is a cornerstone in the San Francisco community
and has been recognized for its outstanding food, excellent service, and friendly staff.
b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the
city, or the business industry?
San Sun restaurant has contributed to significant events and developments in Chinatown,
including a fundraising effort to help pay for the construction of the Chinese Hospital located at
845 Jackson Street and donations for community gatherings that help bring the community
together.
The business owner has shown leadership when mandated by the City and County of San
Francisco to move his business because of the Central Subway project. San Sun Restaurant was
the first commercial business in the building to accept the mandate and find a new location,
moving from Stockton Street to Washington Street. He encouraged the other businesses not to
resist the forced change and move as well. For most, it was a change for the better.
c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade
publication, media, or historical documents?
San Sun Restaurant was featured in an article by Jonathan Kauffman in the San Francisco
Chronicle on February 1, 2019, titled, “The best meals in Chinatown for under $20”:
“Every corner of [the San Sun Restaurant shines], from the gold columns and mirrored
walls to the silvery bowls, cups and chopsticks. Its spiral-bound menu resembles an
encyclopedia of Vietnamese noodle soups: beef pho and hu tieu, multiple combinations
of meatballs, pork kidney noodles, and noodles with a saday-sauce broth. All are
available with your choice of a half-dozen noodle shapes. It seems almost perverse to
recommend two of the simpler soups based on chicken stock. Yet the broth is so clear, so
present, that the soup doesn’t need much more than a bit of shredded meat, toasted
shallots and scallions, in the pho ga, or thin-skinned chicken-leek dumplings whose filling
is dominated by aromatics.”
d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?
Over the years, there are many celebrities that have visited the restaurant, including singers
and movie stars. There are two well-known Chinese actors that have dined at the restaurant.
Emil Chau is a Hong Kong born Taiwanese singer, songwriter and actor known throughout
Taiwan, mainland China, Hong Kong, and Southeast Asia. Wong Cho-lam is a Hong Kong
entertainer currently working for TVB who has done acting on television and stage. He is also
the host of Hunan TV’s World’s Got Talent.
e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?
San Sun restaurant has participated in several charitable endeavors including a fundraising
effort to help pay for the construction of the Chinese Hospital located at 845 Jackson Street. A
donation of $7,000 was made between 2011-2012. A Sing Tao newspaper story appeared in
2012 about the fundraising effort.

In March of 2012, the Sheh family donated $880 to Gordon J. Lau that went towards providing
free laptops for students.
Every year, San Sun also donates over $1,000 to the San Francisco Tse Family Association to
fund programs like scholarships for immigrants and community gatherings that help bring the
community together.
Since 1990, San Sun Restaurant has always contributed to the various community charities that
ask for help. They have supported the Community Youth Center of San Francisco and
Chinatown Community Development Center events whenever asked. They donate gift cards,
coupons, and food.
f. Provide a description of the community the business serves.
San Sun Restaurant’s customers are residents not only of Chinatown but also the city at large.
They are families, businesspeople, and tourists, young and old – anyone who enjoys good
Southeast Asian and Chinese food. The restaurant is well known for its extensive offerings of
reasonably priced noodle soups and entrees. Prices range from $5.75 to under $10 per entrée.
g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant
building/structure/site/object/interior?
In 1925, the building that presently houses San Sun Restaurant at 848 Washington Street was
donated to the Chinese Hospital by a well-to-do Hong Kong businessman to help with the
hospital’s collective fundraising effort. Chinese Hospital sold the building to a Chinese
restaurant in the early 2000s, and James Sheh purchased the building from the previous owner
in 2010. There is signage on the outside of the building that relays the story of the fundraising
effort.
There is nothing in the restaurant itself that might be of special interest other than the photos
of some well-known Chinese entertainers that customers would recognize.
h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut
down, etc.?
Prior to the coronavirus pandemic in 2020-21, San Sun Restaurant employed 11 full-time
workers, with the majority of them coming from low-income families. If the restaurant were to
close it would greatly impact the livelihood of those 11 families. Although there are many
restaurants in Chinatown, there are very few that have the extensive noodle soup selection that
San Sun has. Their low-price points for delicious, authentic Southeast Asian food would be
sorely missed by both regular customers and tourists alike. Generations of customers bring
their growing families to the restaurant. For many it has become a family tradition to dine at
San Sun – especially since they expanded their capacity and redecorated. It is also one of the
few restaurants in Chinatown that is open late into the evening.

CRITERION 3
a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.

San Sun Restaurant offers an extensive variety of Southeast Asian and Chinese cuisine in a
comfortable setting at reasonable prices. Their loyal customers return because the food is
authentic and delicious. People who love Pho-type noodle soups frequent this restaurant
because of the large selection of different soups offered. Their Teochew cuisine is very popular
with those who favor Cantonese cuisine since it is similar in its style and technique.
b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft,
culinary, or art forms)
James Sheh is committed to maintaining what his father originally created – a family-oriented
restaurant with good authentic cuisine in a comfortable environment.
c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural
details, neon signs, etc.).
The business’s signage has significance. It is in three languages – Chinese, Vietnamese, and
English. The business’ logo is depicted as a sun burst with three clouds. San in the name
signifies San Francisco. Sun means “man” in Chinese. There are three men in the Sheh family,
the father and his two sons. The three clouds in the logo represent the three men of the Sheh
family.
d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less
than 30 years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business,
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current
ownership.
Documentation that demonstrates the business has been an Asian restaurant for 30+ years is
included in this Legacy Business Registry application. The Sheh family are the original owners of
San Sun, and the restaurant recently celebrated its 30th anniversary.

https://www.chowhound.com/post/san-sun-restaurant-moving-great-oriental-space-displaced-756841

San Sun Restaurant moving to former
Great Oriental space; displaced by
Chinatown Subway Station construction.
soupçon | Jan 1, 2011

I had my New Year's noodles "for long life" at San Sun Restaurant on Stockton St.
today and the menu had a notice posted on it that they would be moving to 848
Washington Street "in early 2011." Found out later that they face relocation due
to the Chinatown Central Subway station construction, and had bought the
building formerly housing Great Oriental around the corner. No news on what
will happen to Little Paris, Joy Hing or any other businesses that may be
displaced.

----Great Oriental
848 Washington St, San Francisco, CA 94108
San Sun
941 Stockton St, San Francisco, CA 94108

https://www.sfchronicle.com/food/article/Bargain-Chronicles-The-best-meals-in-Chinatown12256027.php

The best meals in Chinatown
for under $20
Jonathan Kauffman
Oct. 5, 2017
Updated: Feb. 1, 2019

Welcome to the 2017 edition of Bargain Chronicles, wherein we explore some
of San Francisco’s most delicious neighborhoods and choose our favorite meals
that can be enjoyed for $20 and under. See also: The Inner Richmond, the
Mission's 24th Street, Bernal Heights, the Bayview and the Tenderloin.

Paul Chinn/The Chronicle

Chicken pho at San Sun
What: Pho ga or chicken-leek dumpling noodle ($6.50 for a small)
When: 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Mon.-Sun. daily.

Every corner of San Sun gleams, from the gold columns and mirrored walls to the
silvery bowls, cups and chopsticks. Its spiral-bound menu resembles an
encyclopedia of Vietnamese noodle soups: beef pho and hu tieu, multiple
combinations of meatballs, pork kidney noodles, and noodles with a saday-sauce
broth. All are available with your choice of a half-dozen noodle shapes. It seems
almost perverse to recommend two of the simpler soups based on chicken stock.
Yet the broth is so clear, so present, that the soup doesn’t need much more than a
bit of shredded meat, toasted shallots and scallions, in the pho ga, or thin-skinned
chicken-leek dumplings whose filling is dominated by aromatics.
848 Washington St. (at Ross Alley); (415) 296-8228.

Jonathan Kauffman is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer.
Email: jkauffman@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @jonkauffman
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Business Description
San Sun Restaurant is a Southeast Asian sit-down restaurant, first opened by Vietnamese immigrant Xuong Sheh
in 1990 at 941 Stockton Street. First arriving to the United States in 1979, Sheh worked in restaurants for 11 years
to save money to buy a restaurant of his own. With his savings and the help of his family, Sheh was able to
purchase the former May Garden restaurant on Stockton Street in 1990. Since opening 31 years ago, San Sun
Restaurant has served a variety of authentic cuisine from several countries in the Southeast Asia region,
including traditional dishes from Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, and the Teochew region of southern China, for
dine-in. San Sun Restaurant’s menu consistently offers various soup noodle (Pho), rice, vegetable, and meat
dishes, infusing a modern take on original dishes with an emphasis on fresh ingredients. San Sun Restaurant has
been family-owned and operated by the Sheh family since opening in 1990.
San Sun Restaurant first opened in 1990 at 941 Stockton Street in Chinatown, where it remained until 2011, when
it was forced to relocate due to the Central Subway project. San Sun Restaurant stayed within Chinatown,
moving to 848 Washington Street, where it has remained since. Distinctive features of the restaurant include its

Legacy Business Registry
March 3, 2021 Hearing

CASE NO. 2021-001263LBR
848 Washington Street

white awning and matching exterior sign featuring San Sun’s logo and writing in Vietnamese, Chinese, and
English, and ground floor location in one of Chinatown’s typical low-scale brick buildings. San Sun Restaurant’s
main dining area features a mix of two and four-person table seating and circular banquet-style tables.
San Sun Restaurant has been a culinary staple and gathering spot in Chinatown throughout its 31-year history,
serving local patrons and tourists of all ages its menu of Vietnamese, Malaysian, Singaporean, and Teochew
dishes at a reasonable price. San Sun Restaurant has also served patrons of cultural significance, including
entertainers well-known and popular in Asia such as Emil Chau and Wong Cho-Lam.
San Sun Restaurant has continuously given back to the Chinatown community, most notably raising a significant
amount of money for the construction of the new Chinese Hospital between 2011 and 2012. San Sun Restaurant
has continuously donated gift cards, food, and coupons to other Chinatown-local charities throughout its
existence. It has donated money, food, and hosted events for Gordon J. Lau Elementary School, the Tse Family
Association, which funds school programs and scholarships for immigrants, the Community Youth Center of San
Francisco, and the Chinatown Community Development Center. Lastly, San Sun Restaurant has been a
consistent employer in Chinatown of at least a dozen staff, who are primarily from low-income families.
The business’s primary location, 848 Washington Street, is a Category A (Historic Resource Present) structure on
the north side of Washington Street between Grant Avenue and Stockton Street in Chinatown. It is within the
CRNC (Chinatown- Residential- Neighborhood Commercial) Zoning District and a 50-N Height and Bulk District.
It is also within the Chinatown Planning Area and the Chinatown Mayor's Invest in Neighborhoods Initiative Area.

Staff Analysis
Review Criteria
1. When was business founded?

The business was founded in 1990.
2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?

Yes. San Sun Restaurant qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of the
eligibility Criteria:
a. San Sun Restaurant has operated continuously in San Francisco for 31 years.
b. San Sun Restaurant has contributed to the history and identity of the Chinatown neighborhood and San
Francisco.
c. San Sun Restaurant is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
organization.
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3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?

Yes. The business is associated with traditional cuisine from Vietnam, Malaysia, Singapore, and the Teochew
region of southern China.
4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?

Yes. The Washington Street property is located within the eligible National Register and eligible California
Register Chinatown Historic District. Previous Planning Department review has described Chinatown and the
immediate area surrounding the subject building to have been "constructed shortly after the earthquake with
construction dates ranging to the late 1920s with a period of significance from 1906 to 1930. Due to the brief
period of reconstruction after the 1906 Earthquake and Fire, the architectural styles of the vicinity are
consistently Chinese Exotic Revival masonry structures — an eclectic, exoticized style established by
prominent Anglo-American architects to mark the area as a tourist destination. Buildings range from two- to
four-story mixed-use buildings constructed between 1906 and 1930, with occasional high-rise properties
constructed in the post-WWII era." (Historic Resource Evaluation Response Case No. 2016-015777ENV). 848
Washington Street is also associated with the history of Chinese Hospital, an important community institution
in Chinatown. In 1925, the building that presently houses San Sun Restaurant was donated to the Chinese
Hospital by a well-to-do Hong Kong businessman to help with the hospital’s collective fundraising effort.
5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?

Yes. The business’ primary location, located at 848 Washington Street, is in a three-story brick masonry
Category A (History Resource Present) mixed-use building. The subject property has been determined a
potential contributor located within the eligible National Register and eligible California Register Chinatown
Historic District and is a contributory building to both. 848 Washington Street was included in the Chinatown
Historic Survey (1994), where it received a California Historical Resource status code of “3D” (Appears eligible
for NR as a contributor to a NR eligible district through survey evaluation). The subject property was also
included in the Foundation For San Francisco Architectural Heritage Historic Survey (1978) and was
determined to be of contextual importance to Chinatown.
6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?

No, not as of the date of this Executive Summary.
7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?

Yes. There have been a number of local features, articles, and television news stories on San Sun Restaurant.
The restaurant has been covered in local media, including articles in the San Francisco Chronicle. San Sun
Restaurant has also been featured in Hong Kong-based Sing Tao Daily. San Sun Restaurant has also been
featured in Chowhound, a national online resource for food enthusiasts.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
Location(s) associated with the business:
Current Locations:
• 848 Washington Street (2011 – Present)
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Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations:
• 941 Stockton Street (1990 – 2011)
Recommended by Applicant
• Southeast Asian (Vietnamese, Malaysian, Singaporean, and Chinese (Teochew)) sit-down restaurant.

•

Authentic Southeast Asian cuisine (including expansive menu of different Pho (noodle soup) dishes).

•

San Sun exterior sign, featuring three different languages (Vietnamese, Chinese, and English), and San Sun
logo.

Additional Recommended by Staff
• Engagement with Chinatown community through fundraisers, donations, and hosting events.

Basis for Recommendation
The Department recommends the Historic Preservation Commission adopt a resolution recommending the
business listed above be adopted by the Small Business Commission to the Legacy Business Registry.
ATTACHMENTS

Draft Resolution
Legacy Business Registry Application:
• Application Review Sheet
• Section 1 – Business / Applicant Information
• Section 2 – Business Location(s)
• Section 3 – Disclosure Statement
• Section 4 – Written Historical Narrative
o Criterion 1 – History and Description of Business
o Criterion 2 – Contribution to Local History
o Criterion 3 – Business Characteristics
• Contextual Photographs and Background Documentation
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution No. 1171
HEARING DATE: MARCH 3, 2021
Case No.:
Business Name:
Business Address:
Zoning:
Block/Lot:
Applicant:
Nominated By:
Located In:
Staff Contact:

2021-001263LBR
San Sun Restaurant
848 Washington Street
CRNC (Chinatown- Residential- Neighborhood Commercial) Zoning District
50-N Height and Bulk District
0193/016
James Sheh
848 Washington Street
Supervisor Aaron Peskin
District 3
Gretel Gunther – 628-652-7607
gretel.gunther@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY
BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR SAN SUN RESTAURANT CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 848 WASHINGTON
STREET, BLOCK/LOT 0193/106.
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-serving
businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and promotional
assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco
operations exceeding two years; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the City’s history and identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on March 3, 2021, the Historic Preservation Commission reviewed
documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business Registry nomination.

Resolution No. 1171
March 3, 2021

CASE NO. 2021-001263LBR
848 Washington Street

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that San Sun
Restaurant qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has
operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends safeguarding of the
below listed physical features and traditions for San Sun Restaurant.
Location(s):
Current Locations:
• 848 Washington Street (2011 – Present)
Previous (No Longer Extant) Locations:
• 941 Stockton Street (1990 – 2011)

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
•
•
•

•

Southeast Asian (Vietnamese, Malaysian, Singaporean, and Chinese (Teochew)) sit-down restaurant.
Authentic Southeast Asian cuisine (including expansive menu of different Pho (noodle soup) dishes).
San Sun exterior sign, featuring three different languages (Vietnamese, Chinese, and English), and San Sun
logo.
Engagement with Chinatown community through fundraisers, donations, and hosting events.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and recommendations are made
solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the Legacy Business Registry, and the
Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject property or any of its features constitutes a
historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a).
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its Commission Secretary to
transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2021-001263LBR to the Office of Small
Business on March 3, 2021.

Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary
AYES:

Nageswaran, Black, Foley, Johns, Pearlman, So, Matsuda

NOES:

None

ABSENT:

None

ADOPTED:

March 3, 2021
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