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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report 
 

HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 13, 2017 
 
 

HWA RANG KWAN MARTIAL ARTS CENTER 
 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-003 
Business Name:  Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center 
Business Address:  90 Welsh Street 
District:   District 6 
Applicant:   Master Steve Rapport, Owner 
Nomination Date:  July 5, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Jane Kim 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center (Hwa Rang Kwan), founded in 1973, is a local martial arts center 
serving both youth and adults alike and is believed to be the oldest Korean martial arts center on the West 
Coast. The origins of Hwa Rang Kwan can be traced back to the Korean United Methodist Church 
(constructed in 1928), the first Korean Church to be constructed in the United States by and for Koreans. In 
1969, Pastor Song offered the name “Hwa Rang Kwan” to a Korean Youth Group at 712 Polk Street that was 
run by the former Korean Association President Min Hee Rhee, father of Taekwondo legends and actors 
Masters Phillip and Simon Rhee. During this same time, a man by the name of Master Dong Kie Shin opened 
a Hwa Rang Kwan dojang (martial arts’ school) in the Miadong district of Seoul, Korea. In 1971, Master Shin 
moved to San Francisco and continued his training at the Polk Street school and in 1973, he opened a Hwa 
Rang Kwan of his own, the Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center, on Fillmore Street. 
 
The school has moved several times since its independent establishment opened in 1973, mostly due to 
rising rents. Despite the frequency with which the school has had to move, it has continually been a safe and 
disciplined space for Bay Area residents and visitors alike to gain confidence, strength, fitness, and balance 
through traditional martial arts classes such as Taekwondo, Hapkido and Kumdo (Korean wooden sword). 
The school’s motto is “the friendly place to condition your mind, body and soul” that is exhibited through its 
selection of self-defense seminars, kickboxing classes and traditional martial arts classes for both youth and 
adults. The school also offers its space to outside martial arts groups that cannot afford to rent premises of 
their own; each of which rents space from Hwa Rang Kwan on a month-to-month basis. 
 
The school has become a place to call home, a place that offers activities to engage and improve the mind 
and body, and a nurturing place that teaches values and discipline. Hwa Rang Kwan is an educational 
institution that teaches and fosters humility, requiring that younger students spend their Saturday mornings 
cleaning up trash in the neighborhood and caters to and supports everyone regardless of ability to pay with 
the ultimate goal of teaching life skills that prepare students to navigate the 21st century with confidence, 
calmness and humility. 
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CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 
Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years: 
 
1901 Fillmore Street from 1973 to 1981 (8 years) 
1806 Balboa Street from 1981 to 1983 (2 years) 
1755 Noriega Street from 1983 to 1985 (2 years) 
1111 Ocean Avenue from 1985 to 1988 (3 years) 
2438 Taraval Street from 1985 to 1988 (3 years) 
2001 Van Ness Avenue from 1988 to 1990 (2 years) 
869 Ellis Street from 1990 to 1993 (3 years) 
1335 Sutter Street from 1993 to 1999 (6 years) 
Benjamin Franklin Middle School, 1430 Scott Street in 1999 (1 year) 
132 Eddy Street from 1999 to 2001 (2 years) 
371 5th Street from 2001 to 2012 (11 years) 
90 Welsh Street from 2012 to Present (5 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the San Francisco and Korean community’s history and identity. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• Hwa Rang Kwan is associated with teaching traditional martial arts skills and techniques. 
 
• Hwa Rang Kwan has contributed to the San Francisco and Korean community’s history and identity by 

providing a space for the community to gather, form friendships, learn self-defense and traditional Korean 
martial arts and Taekwondo skills, and learn the five tenets of Taekwondo: courtesy, integrity, self-
control, perseverance, and indomitable spirit. 

 
• The 1925 property was previously surveyed as part of the South of Market Area Historic Resource 

Survey completed in 2010 and found to be ineligible for the National Register, California Register, or local 
designation through survey evaluation. The property is considered a “Category C Property” per the 
Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical resources. 
 

• The business has been cited in the following publications: 
 SF Chronicle, 7/29/1986 Masters of the Martial Arts,” by Jerry Carroll 
 SF Examiner, 10/17/2007, “Entrepreneurial exemplars honored,” by Kate Williamson 

 
• The business has received the following awards and recognitions:  

 Certificate of Recognition by the City and County of San Francisco (1994). 
 Proclamations by the City and County of San Francisco (1995, 1997). 
 Certificate of Recognition by the California Legislature Assembly (2007). 
 Certificate of Honor from the City and County of San Francisco Office of the Assessor-Recorder 

(2007). 
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CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Hwa Rang Kwan is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define it as a 
prominent West Coast Korean martial arts center. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center qualifies for 
the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Offering traditional martial arts classes (Taekwondo, Hapkido and Kumdo) and other self-defense 

classes. 
• Offerings its space for local martial arts clubs and groups to practice who cannot otherwise afford to rent 

spaces of their own. 
• Motto, “the friendly place to condition your mind, body and soul.” 
• Five tenets of Taekwondo that the school does its best to instill in students: Courtesy, Integrity, Self-

Control, Perseverance, and Indomitable Spirit. 
• Logo containing the laurel wreath that symbolizes peace, the traditional Korean weapon (danbong – 

short stick) in the Taekwondo fist, the Um/Yang symbol and the Rose of Sharon hibiscus (national flower 
of Korea). 

• Moral on the front of the building at 90 Welsh Street that features one of the school’s most talented 
former Taekwondo Black Belts: Michelle Bolong. 

 
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Martial arts training. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts 
Center currently located at 90 Welsh Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 13, 2017 

 
HWA RANG KWAN MARTIAL ARTS CENTER 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-003 
Business Name:  Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center 
Business Address:  90 Welsh Street 
District:   District 6 
Applicant:   Master Steve Rapport, Owner 
Nomination Date:  July 5, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Jane Kim 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR HWA 
RANG KWAN MARTIAL ARTS CENTER, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 90 WELSH STREET. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 13, 2017, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts 
Center in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Offering traditional martial arts classes (Taekwondo, Hapkido and Kumdo) and other self-defense 

classes. 
• Offerings its space for local martial arts clubs and groups to practice who cannot otherwise afford to rent 

spaces of their own. 
• Motto, “the friendly place to condition your mind, body and soul.” 
• Five tenets of Taekwondo that the school does its best to instill in students: Courtesy, Integrity, Self-

Control, Perseverance, and Indomitable Spirit. 
• Logo containing the laurel wreath that symbolizes peace, the traditional Korean weapon (danbong – 

short stick) in the Taekwondo fist, the Um/Yang symbol and the Rose of Sharon hibiscus (national flower 
of Korea). 

• Moral on the front of the building at 90 Welsh Street that features one of the school’s most talented 
former Taekwondo Black Belts: Michelle Bolong. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center on the Legacy Business 
Registry: 
• Martial arts training. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
November 13, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-003 
Business Name:   Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center 
Business Address:   90 Welsh Street 
District:   District 6 
Applicant:    Master Steve Rapport, Owner 
Nomination Date:   July 5, 2017 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Jane Kim 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
1901 Fillmore Street from 1973 to 1981 (8 years) 
1806 Balboa Street from 1981 to 1983 (2 years) 
1755 Noriega Street from 1983 to 1985 (2 years) 
1111 Ocean Avenue from 1985 to 1988 (3 years) 
2438 Taraval Street from 1985 to 1988 (3 years) 
2001 Van Ness Avenue from 1988 to 1990 (2 years) 
869 Ellis Street from 1990 to 1993 (3 years) 
1335 Sutter Street from 1993 to 1999 (6 years) 
Benjamin Franklin Middle School, 1430 Scott Street in 1999 (1 year) 
132 Eddy Street from 1999 to 2001 (2 years) 
371 5th Street from 2001 to 2012 (11 years) 
90 Welsh Street from 2012 to Present (5 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: September 22, 2017 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 









Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS? DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No Yes

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

ïçðï Ú·´´³±®» Í¬®»»¬ çìïïë ïçéí

ïçéíóïçèï

ïèðê Þ¿´¾±¿ Í¬®»»¬ çìïîï
ïçèï

ïçèí

ïéëë Ò±®·»¹¿ Í¬®»»¬ çìïîî
ïçèí

ïçèë

ïïïï Ñ½»¿² ßª»²«» çìïíî
ïçèë

ïçèè

îìíè Ì¿®¿ª¿´ Í¬®»»¬ çìïðê
ïçèë

ïçèè

îððï Ê¿² Ò» ßª»²«» çìïðç
ïçèè

ïççð

èêç Û´´· Í¬®»»¬ çìïðç
ïççð

ïççí



Legacy Business Registry Application

V.5- 6/17/2016

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.

ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS: ZIP CODE: START DATE OF BUSINESS

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS? DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No Yes

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable): ZIP CODE: DATES OF OPERATION

Start:

End:

ïííë Í«¬¬»® Í¬®»»¬ çìïðè
ïççí

ïççç

Þ»²¶¿³·² Ú®¿²µ´·² Ó·¼¼´» Í½¸±±´ô ïìíð Í½±¬¬ Í¬®»»¬ çìïïë
ïççç

ïççç

ïíî Û¼¼§ Í¬®»»¬ çìïðî
ïççç

îððï

íéï ë¬¸ Í¬®»»¬ çìïðé
îððï

îðïî

çð É»´¸ Í¬®»»¬ çìïðé
îðïî

Ð®»»²¬





HWA RANG KWAN MARTIAL ARTS CENTER 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center is believed to be the oldest Korean martial arts center on 
the West Coast. The school was founded in San Francisco in 1973 by Master Dong Kie Shin. 

The origins of Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center extend back to the 1960s and is associated 
with Rev. Chung Ryul Song, pastor of the Korean United Methodist Church at 1123 Powell 
Street. According to political historian Youn-Cha Shin Chey, Ph.D., “the Korean United 
Methodist Church was the first Korean Church to be constructed in the United States. It was 
built in 1928 especially for and by Koreans. The site was purchased for $18,000 with funds 
raised from Korean laborers. This site served as the center of Korean patriotic activities for its 
first 15 years when the Koreans' primary focus was to gain their homeland independence from 
Japanese occupation (1905-1945). Until the 1960s, the church was the only active social, 
employment and education center and a means of cultural identification for Koreans in SF.”1 

In 1969, Pastor Song gave the name Hwa Rang Kwan (HRK) to the Korean Youth Group at 712 
Polk Street (between Eddy and Ellis) that was run by the former Korean Association President 
Min Hee Rhee (father of Taekwondo legends and actors Masters Phillip and Simon Rhee, famed 
for their Best of the Best movies). At the same time, the young Master Dong Kie Shin opened a 
Hwa Rang Kwan dojang (martial arts’ school) in the Miadong district of Seoul, Korea.  

In 1971, Master Shin arrived in San Francisco, where he continued his training at the Polk Street 
school. In 1973 he opened an HRK dojang of his own, Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center at 
1901 Fillmore Street (at Bush Street), teaching his unique combination of traditional Korean 
martial arts - Taekwondo, Hapkido and Kumdo (Korean wooden sword). 

Most martial arts’ schools are run by their masters as labors of love, and HRK is no different. 
The school was forced to move many times by changing demographics and rising rents, and by 
1992 it lived in a rustic upstairs space at 869 Ellis Street, between Polk and Van Ness.  

                                                           
1 A Historical Profile of San Francisco's Korean Community Development, Youn-Cha Shin Chey, Ph.D., 
September 25, 2002. 



In August 1992, newly arrived from England, Steve Rapport joined HRK as a 35-year-old white 
belt. 

Again, the school moved, this time to the old premises of 24 Hour Nautilus on Sutter Street 
where it resided until 1999. 

Displaced by the first dot com boom, HRK lost its lease in 1999, and for a while it seemed that 
the school might have to close down. However, as a last resort, Grand Master Shin negotiated a 
deal with Benjamin Franklin Middle School, and without missing a beat HRK was able to hold 
classes in the school gym and refectory while searching for new premises. 

Later in 1999, HRK moved to 132 Eddy Street in the Tenderloin, and in April 2001 Grand Master 
Shin sold the school to Steve Rapport, who was by then a 3rd degree black belt, a long-time 
instructor, and one of Master Shin’s senior students. Grand Master Shin continued to teach 
classes at his other school in Redwood City; then in San Carlos; and now (as of June 2017) he 
still teaches Taekwondo daily at his new space in Belmont. 

Now a Master Instructor under Grand Master Shin, Master Steve moved the school to a 4,500 
square foot building at 371 5th Street in late 2001. This building found fame of its own in Korea, 
thanks to student and artist Hye Won Chang, who developed a webtoon (online cartoon, very 
popular in Korea) named Hwa Rang Kwan San Francisco. This incredibly popular fictionalized 
account of her own martial arts’ journey ended in 2016, and to this day HRK is often visited by 
fans of the now-famous comic book.  

The school thrived on 5th Street until 2012 when, out of the blue, the landlord informed HRK 
that within 90 days the rent would be tripled. Instructors and students scrambled to find new 
premises, and in August dozens of volunteers began cleaning up a rundown warehouse at 90 
Welsh Street in SoMa, which had for years been used as a doggy day care center. HRK moved 
into these expansive new premises in September 2012, with a five year lease and a five year 
option, and the 4,800 square foot building has been HRK’s home for the past five years.  

In addition to the 150 or so adults and 50 or so children that train and socialize at HRK, a further 
8 martial arts groups also call 90 Welsh Street home. None of these partner clubs can afford to 
rent premises of their own, so each of them rents space from HRK on a month-by-month basis. 
There are no leases and no commitment, just a handshake, so they are always free to leave if 
circumstances dictate. These partner clubs are Carley Gracie’s Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, Kenya Prach’s 
Cambodian-influenced Muay Thai, Norma Larson’s Women’s Boot Camp, Rennie Saunders’ 
Indonesian Pencak Silat, Henry Lynn’s Chinese Kung Fu, Marc Verstaen’s Vietnamese Tay Son 
Vo Dao, Garland Glessner and Joe Okies’ Japanese Bujinkan Ninjitsu 

For the past several months HRK has been endeavoring to sign the five year option for the lease 
that expires at the end of July 2017. Sadly, the landlord recently informed HRK that although he 
is happy to sign the five year lease option, he intends to raise the rent by 60%, to $12,480 per 
month.  



HRK is currently negotiating to stay, while also looking for another building to buy or lease in 
case it is impossible to come to a more reasonable agreement. 

LOCATIONS OF HWA RANG KWAN SINCE FOUNDING IN 1973: 

1973-1981 1901 Fillmore Street, San Francisco, CA, 94115 
1981-1983 1806 Balboa Street, San Francisco, CA, 94121 
1983-1985 1755 Noriega Street, San Francisco, CA, 94122 
1985-1988 1111 Ocean Avenue, San Francisco, CA, 94132 (one of two locations) 

2438 Taraval Street, San Francisco, CA, 94106 (one of two locations) 
1988-1990 2001 Van Ness Avenue (Pacific Health Club), San Francisco, CA, 94109 
1990-1993 869 Ellis Street, San Francisco, CA, 94109 
1993-1999 1335 Sutter Street, San Francisco, CA, 94108 
1999  Benjamin Franklin Middle School, 1430 Scott Street, San Francisco, CA, 94115 
1999-2001 132 Eddy Street, San Francisco, CA, 94102 
2001-2012 371 5th Street, San Francisco, CA, 94107 
2012-  90 Welsh Street, San Francisco, CA, 94107 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

The school has been in continuous operation since it was founded, and Master Steve knows 
from personal experience that HRK has provided classes without a break since August 1992. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Although Hwa Rang Kwan is not a family owned business per se, Grand Master Shin still owns 
and teaches at a Hwa Rang Kwan in Belmont, and many other senior instructors from the Hwa 
Rang Kwan family, who studied at one time or another with Grand Master Shin, own and run 
their own Hwa Rang Kwan schools around the country. 

Grand Master Shin is known as Wonsanim, a Korean honorific that means “Head of the Circle.” 
This is a specific reference to Hwa Rang Kwan as a big family circle. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

Grand Master Shin opened his own Hwa Rang Kwan school on Bush Street in 1973, and 
although the school moved around (and at times he opened and closed a second school), he 
was both the owner and Head Instructor until he sold the school to his senior instructor Master 
Steve in April 2001.  



Master Steve has been the sole owner and Head Instructor of San Francisco’s Hwa Rang Kwan 
Martial Arts Center for the past 16 years, and he continues to teach in the style of his master, D. 
K. Shin. 

Grand Master Shin remains President and spiritual leader of Hwa Rang Kwan, not to be 
confused with Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center. Master Shin uses the name Hwa Rang Kwan 
for his own school, which is in Belmont. There are several other Hwa Rang Kwan schools around 
the country (and probably overseas as well), run by ex-students of Master Shin. Hwa Rang Kwan 
is the name of our association. 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

See attached documents. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The building is not listed on a local, state, or federal historic registry. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Martial Arts instruction has always been a labor of love, and there are very few schools that 
have managed to survive in the harsh economy of San Francisco. Yet Hwa Rang Kwan has 
managed to both survive and thrive in the city for over 40 years. HRK has always been more of 
a community than a school. We have one student who has been with us for 25 years; another 
two coming up to two decades; and many students who have been with us for a decade or 
more. Our students and instructors marry, have kids, move away, come back, yet always know 
that they can still find their friends and colleagues at Hwa Rang Kwan.  

For the past 16 years, Master Steve has managed to keep the school open in the increasingly 
expensive SoMa neighborhood of San Francisco, where it has become an oasis for adults and 
children alike. The school’s motto is “the friendly place to condition your mind, body and soul,” 
and amongst other things that means that we try to make it affordable for everyone, whether 
they can afford our membership prices or not. We have classes for Pee Wee (three years old), 
Tiger Tots (4-6 years old), Children (7 -13 years), and Adults, and we always promise to provide 
a safe space for marginalized members of our community. The vast majority of our students are 



immigrants or direct descendants of immigrants, and we are fully committed to supporting 
their rights, even as they are increasingly coming under attack. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

HRK has responded to many significant events here and around the world: for example, hosting 
fundraisers for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital (twice), for victims of Hurricane Katrina 
and Hurricane Sandy, for victims of the Indonesian Tsunami and for Project Open Hand 
(Thanksgiving food drive). 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Unknown. 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

In the early 1970s, Master Shin brought the Korean spin kick to America, and he taught kicking 
skills and breaking techniques to the students of martial arts’ legend Bruce Lee. 

Hwa Rang Kwan has been acknowledged and honored by the City of San Francisco on many 
occasions: 

In 1983, then-Mayor Dianne Feinstein sent an official letter offering the City’s Greetings: 
“As Mayor of San Francisco, I am delighted to convey our sincere appreciation of the 
invaluable public services rendered by your fine organization to our entire community 
and wish your participants a most enjoyable and successful Martial Arts Expo and 
Championship.” 

In 1994, Mayor Frank Jordan sent a Certificate of Recognition to Grand Master Shin for 
organizing a tournament and exposition at San Francisco State. 

In 1995, Mayor Jordan issued a Proclamation declaring April 11th as Hwa Rang Kwan 
Day in San Francisco. 

In 1997, Mayor Willie Brown Jr, similarly issued a Proclamation, declaring July 26th as 
Hwa Rang Kwan Day in San Francisco. 

In 2007, Hwa Rang Kwan was proud to accept the Urban Solutions Neighborhood Business of 
the Year Award from Angela Alioto and then-State Senator Mark Leno. Urban Solutions’ 
representative Maureen Futtner said “These awards honor people who are neighborhood 
heroes in their little corner of The City … whether it is opening their doors for community 
groups, cleaning up the neighborhood or helping kids in the area.” 



e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

HRK provides a safe and disciplined space for residents of the Bay Area, and visitors from across 
the country and the globe, to gain confidence, strength, fitness, and balance.  

We built a gym at the home of our tech neighbors GitHub, where we provide several classes 
(Boot Camp, Kickboxing and Yoga) each week. We have taught self-defense seminars, women’s 
self-defense seminars and Kickboxing classes to a variety of local businesses, including 
McKinsey, Apportable, the San Francisco Chronicle, David Baker Architects, Awago Design, the 
Sage Group, 99 Design, InboxQ and the SF Conservation Corps. 

HRK’s General Manager, Micah Ehler, has for some time been teaching free Taekwondo classes 
under the HRK banner to children in an underserved and economically depressed community 
near his Richmond, California, home, and he is in the process of forming a Hwa Rang Kwan 
501(c)(3) corporation to further develop that particular program. 

For the past few years, Hwa Rang Kwan has been providing weekly Taekwondo classes to 
children at Alta Vista School on Somerset Street. 

Over the years HRK has participated in many Taekwondo demonstrations at various movie 
premiers, and at several Korea Day celebrations, most recently in Golden Gate Park. 

HRK has also provided letters of support and recommendation to many students seeking to 
graduate to middle school or university, and to students applying for acceptance to MBA 
courses. 

To commemorate and celebrate the life of the greatest statesman of the 20th century, in 2015 
the school offered Nelson Mandela Scholarships to students from disadvantaged communities 
in the SoMa area of San Francisco. Mandela scholars received a minimum of one year of free 
classes, provided that they maintained an average attendance of at least two classes each 
week, for the entire year (something which, sadly but truthfully, proved too difficult for the few 
successful candidates of the program). 

In May 2017, students from HRK embarked on the school’s third cultural visit to the home of 
Taekwondo - Korea. 

To demonstrate their commitment to the community and to learn and foster humility, HRK’s 
younger students have often spent their Saturday mornings cleaning up trash in the 
neighborhood. 

The school has also held many fundraising events, such as break-a-thons, for deserving causes 
like St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital and tsunami and hurricane appeals. 

  



f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

HRK serves the SoMa area of San Francisco, a neighborhood that has in recent years seen an 
influx of tech companies, high-paid jobs and expensive condos, while also witnessing the flight 
of small businesses and local services. 

There is no typical HRK student. We have students who have successfully started their own 
companies, students who are students, and students who are unemployed. We have students 
who can afford the monthly membership fees, students who can afford to take private lessons, 
and students who need financial assistance. We endeavor to cater to, and to support, 
everyone, regardless of ability to pay, and we teach life skills that prepare our students to 
navigate the 21st century with confidence, calmness and humility. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

Through the Hwa Rang Kwan San Francisco webtoon comic, the school is now closely connected 
to its Korean roots, and many students of Korean origin now take our Taekwondo classes 
because of this cultural connection. 

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

As rents rise, old warehouses and stores get replaced by tower blocks, and the number of small 
businesses in our corner of SoMa dwindles. Hwa Rang Kwan serves a vital function to all of its 
students of all ages: a friendly place to call home; activities to engage and improve the mind 
and body; friends to bond and grow with; achievements that will be a lifelong source of pride; a 
place to give and receive respect; a retreat from the harsh realities of life in Trump’s America; a 
place where honesty and integrity can be counted on, encouraged and nurtured.  

For more than 40 years HRK, has provided a sense of place for its students. Many have moved 
away and had families, while staying part of our community. Others have moved back after 
years away, happy to see familiar faces and experience familiar routines. 

Everywhere needs a place like Hwa Rang Kwan, be it a church, mosque or synagogue, or a club, 
or a traditional martial arts center - and SoMa around 4th Street is already quite poorly served 
as far as community spaces go. 

It is inconceivable that, even in the current crazy rental environment, the business would ever 
close down and deprive the community - and especially the children - of a nurturing space that 
teaches values and discipline, and offers the opportunity to experience the better side of the 
human experience. 

  



CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

Hwa Rang Kwan is a for-profit business that is managed according to two defining principles: 
honesty and integrity. It is a Taekwondo and Kickboxing school that teaches classes to Pee 
Wees, Tiger Tots, children and adults. With 4,500 square feet and three workout areas, the 
school is able to offer a comprehensive training schedule (including interval training and 
personal training classes), while also providing space for  many other martial arts clubs to 
continue offering their classes. 

As referenced earlier, Hwa Rang Kwan is known as the “the friendly place to condition your 
mind, body and soul.” This is a mission statement, a promise, and the guiding principle of the 
school.  

There are five tenets of Taekwondo: Courtesy; Integrity; Self Control; Perseverance; 
Indomitable Spirit. These are the characteristics that we do our best to instill in our students. 
We encourage everyone to be polite and respectful. We expect everyone to keep their word, 
and to treat others as they would have others treat them. We practice self-control by staying 
calm under stress, by being dependable and by refusing to follow paths of self-destruction. We 
persevere, especially in the face of seemingly unsurmountable obstacles (such as injuries and 
physical/mental handicaps, personal struggles and self-doubt and negative naysayers). And we 
demonstrate indomitable spirit by never giving up in our quest for self-improvement. When we 
get knocked down we get up again. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Although the techniques and forms of Taekwondo continue to evolve, and to a degree HRK 
evolves with them, the school continues to teach the traditional style of Taekwondo that has 
been continuously taught by Grand Master Shin since 1971. 

Before every adult and children’s Taekwondo class, the students and instructors recite the 
historic Hwa Rang Creed: 

“Through Hwa Rang I vow: to condition my mind body and soul; to continuously perfect 
and never misuse my art; to impart it to others and protect the weak; to show respect 
and love for humanity; to strive for a better world; and to lead my life as an example of 
Hwa Rang pride.” 

Since November 8, 2016, this creed has been become much more important than at any time 
since the school’s inception in 1965. Although we teach the martial arts of Taekwondo and 



Kickboxing, and provide fitness and interval training classes to keep our students fit and 
healthy, the invocation to protect the weak, to show respect and love for humanity, and to 
strive for a better world is the essence of our philosophy. 

We will always welcome students of all races, religions and sexual orientations. We will always 
provide sanctuary to those who need it, counsel to those who seek it, strength to those who 
work for it, and comfort to those strive for it. We will continue to carry on our long tradition of 
speaking out against injustice and intolerance, and supporting those whose words and deeds 
echo those in our code. 

HRK continues to stress to students Grand Master Shin’s martial arts aesthetic of power, 
balance and internal strength, combined with his respect for the discipline, focus and 
perseverance of the traditional martial arts. 

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

HRK looks today much like it did 30 or more years ago, except in a more modern setting.  

The school still uses essentially the same logo, containing the laurel wreath that symbolizes 
peace, the traditional Korean weapon (danbong - short stick) in the Taekwondo fist, the 
Um/Yang symbol and the Rose of Sharon hibiscus (national flower of Korea). The photograph 
the mural is derived from was taken approximately 15 years ago. 

The mural on the front of the building at 90 Welsh Street features one of our most talented 
former Taekwondo Black Belts: dancer, choreographer and Cirque du Soleil performer Michelle 
Bolong (now owner of her own school, Fly Studios Aerial Arts’ in Manhattan Beach, CA). 
Michelle trained under Master Steve at the Eddy Street and 5th Street schools. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

See supplemental documents. 
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June	28,	2017	
	
Elaine	McChesney	

	
San	Francisco,	CA	94158	
	
To	Whom	it	May	Concern:	
	
It’s	been	almost	a	year	since	I	joined	the	Hwa	Rang	Kwan	school	in	San	Francisco,	and	it	changed	my	
life	–	I	feel	safer,	stronger	and	happier.		I	feel	so	blessed	to	be	part	of	this	community,	I	am	eternally	
grateful	to	have	found	this	school.	
	
Prior	to	joining	the	school,	I	had	no	sense	of	hand-eye	coordination,	was	very	out-of-shape,	my	doctor	
told	me	I	had	borderline	type	2	diabetes	if	I	don’t	start	exercising,	and	I	was	so	ashamed	of	my	physical	
condition	that	I	didn’t	want	to	exercise	with	friends.		Growing	up	I	was	never	athletic,	was	always	
picked	last	in	PE	class	for	teams	and	had	a	“D”	for	my	PE	class	(was	straight	A	student	otherwise).		I	was	
resigned	to	the	fact	that	I	was	simply	not	good	at	exercise	or	sports.		One	morning	in	2016,	at	a	local	
gas	station,	a	guy	came	up	to	me	and	asked	for	cash	which	I	didn’t	have	with	me	at	the	time.		He	got	
upset	and	threatened	to	hurt	me.		I	was	shocked	and	scared	but	did	not	know	what	to	do.		That	night,	I	
was	not	able	to	sleep	because	for	the	first	time	in	my	life	I	didn’t	feel	safe	anymore	and	I	realized	I	am	
not	capable	of	defending	myself.		I	knew	I	needed	to	do	something	about	it.		I	searched	online	for	self-
defense	/	martial	art	classes	and	found	Hwa	Rang	Kwan.			I	reached	out	to	the	school	the	next	day	–	
that	was	one	of	the	best	decisions	I	have	ever	made	in	my	life.	
	
Everyone	at	the	school	is	extremely	supportive,	friendly	and	they	are	the	reason	why	I	have	benefited	
so	much	during	my	time	here.		All	the	instructors	including	Master	Steve	are	so	patient	with	me,	they	
are	supportive,	and	they	believe	in	me.		They	don’t	just	teach	me	how	to	practice	Taekwondo,	they	
also	help	me	build	up	my	confidence	–	these	are	the	best	gifts	in	life	one	can	ever	receive	and	I	am	so	
grateful	for	them.		All	the	classmates	are	supportive,	helpful	and	encouraging.		When	I	am	at	the	
school,	I	know	I	am	at	a	safe	environment	with	no	judgment	-	just	love	and	kindness.		Some	of	the	
classmates	have	been	at	the	school	for	a	really	long	time,	there	is	so	much	history	and	camaraderie.		
This	is	the	only	place	in	the	world	where	everyone	is	kind,	accepting,	encouraging	and	supportive,	it	is	a	
safe	haven,	it	is	the	foundation	of	the	community.		I	came	to	the	school	to	get	stronger	and	I	got	so	
much	more	–	I	feel	better	about	myself,	I	feel	healthier,	I	feel	calmer,	I	have	more	confidence	and	I	
have	made	wonderful	friends.		I	know	I	have	a	long	way	to	go	in	my	practice	but	I	can	already	feel	the	
improvement,	both	mentally	and	physically	–	something	I	have	never	experience	in	my	entire	life	up	
until	now.		This	is	the	single	most	transformative	experience	in	my	life	and	I	owe	it	all	to	Hwa	Rang	
Kwan.			
	
The	school	embodies	history,	friendship	and	community.		It	is	the	soul	of	our	neighborhood	and	it	
changed	my	life.		I	am	sure	it	has	changed	many	others	and	will	change	many	more	to	come.	
	
Kind	regards,	
Elaine McChesney 
	
Elaine	McChesney	



Henry Lyne - East-West Wing Chun Kung Fu
Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center

San Francisco
CA 94107

To whom it concerns,

Our San Francisco Wing Chun Kung Fu school recently began renting space from Hwa Rang 
Kwan, starting June 1st 2017. We were previously located in SF's Chinatown for 17 years. We 
had moved twice before and managed to stay near the same location, but this time around 
our options were limited and Hwa Rang Kwan was our refuge. Without it we may have had to 
close the SF branch of our school. Please consider Hwa Rang Kwan for inclusion on the 
Legacy Business Registry.

Thank you,

Henry Lyne
http://wingchun-sf.com/



J. Scott Smith 
 

San Francisco CA, 94109 

To whom it may concern,  

I am a 24 year resident of San Francisco, and first joined Hwa Rang Kwan in 1998 when it was 
located at Sutter Street, San Francisco. Over the many years, this taekwondo school has been a 
positive force of change while asking for nothing in return. I have seen its original founder, 
Grand Master Dong Ki Shin, and its current owner, Master Steve Rapport, struggle to keep the 
doors open to service the public and its students — all while commercial rents have 
skyrocketed. Their perseverance and commitment to help others in the face of adversity is 
unparalleled. 

Hwa Rang Kwan is more than a business or an institution; it’s a family. We’re a martial arts 
school built and serviced literally by the students that attend it. We are belts of all colors, and 
are individuals of all ages, races, genders, orientations and religions. 

As a black belt and instructor at the school, I am grateful to be in a position that serves to guide 
and help the children that I teach there. Many of whom have become exceptional teenagers as 
they continue to attend the school. 

Our family and school is rooted in the SOMA neighborhood, and thereby benefits and serves 
the surrounding business and residents. Many of our students live nearby, and thus, their daily 
routines to and from the school directly support local establishments. Furthermore, Hwa Rang 
Kwan’s influence extends beyond SOMA, as many of us have incorporated the school’s 
teachings into our work and everyday lives. We are taught and reminded to show respect and 
love for humanity, and to strive for a better world. I myself have done this with my position at a 
local volunteer organization where we maintain neighborhood safety for children on their way 
home after school. 

At Hwa Rang Kwan, our family is diverse, and our students and instructors are exceptional role 
models for future generations. From its humble beginnings, Hwa Rang Kwan is truly a San 
Francisco legacy and treasure. 

Sincerely, 

J. Scott Smith



 

JOE 
OKIES 
Bujinkan Bay Area 

PO Box 965 

El Granada, CA 94018 

 

 

May 20th,  2017 

Small Business Assistance Center 
City Hall Room 110 
1 Dr. Carlton B Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

To Whom It  May Concern: 

I am writing this letter on behalf of Steve Rapport and Hwa Rang Kwan’s application as a 

Legacy Business with the City of San Francisco. 

I have practiced martial arts with a group that rents space at the Hwa Rang Kwan facilities for 

approximately 10 years.  During that time, I have transitioned from being a student to 

instructing my own martial arts training group.   

Hwa Rang Kwan has created a diverse community of martial arts enthusiasts who practice a 

variety of different styles.  Participants range from children to adults and include people 

whose backgrounds and life experiences are as diverse as the City itself.  Over the years I 

have watched students in my classes and others offered at Hwa Rang Kwan improve their 

martial arts skills, experience personal growth, develop confidence, and physical fitness; 

ultimately improving the quality of life of community members and those with whom they 

interact. 

One of the ways that Hwa Rang Kwan and its partner instructors have been able to build this 

community is by charging relatively low rates for classes and training space.  This allows many 



 

2 

who could not otherwise afford classes, or don’t have the ability to drive to far away 

locations to participate in martial arts and derive the previously described benefits. 

Granting Hwa Rang Kwan’s application for a legacy business is the only way that they can 

remain at their current location in the SOMA community. Simply put, if this is not grated they, 

and all the artists they support will be priced out of the area.  

Labeling Hwa Rang Kwan as a Legacy Business will allow it to continue to remain a positive 

influence in the SOMA neighborhood that provides affordable martial arts classes and 

support other martial arts traditions by providing a safe, clean, local training environment at 

affordable and sustainable prices. 

Sincerely, 

Joe Okies 



From: Jpchl 1 j q,gmai. 
Subject: Letter to the Landlord 

Date: June 24, 2017 at 7:22 PM 
To: Master Steve Rapport  

I've been in Hwa Rang Kwan(HRK) for about 3 months and I've loved it. It's super convenient for me because it's 
only a 5 minute walk from my apartment, and I don't have to worry to be late if it's 10 minutes until class! In JUST 3 
months, I've already learned a lot about taekwondo, and soon enough, I might even get my next belt! If HRK were 
to close, I'd have to go to the second nearest taekwondo dojo, which is 3 miles away from there. I don't want HRK to 
close because it's already got a great location, a great environment, and the staff is amazing. Please don't raise the 
rent for the area. It wouldn't be fair to other people. 

Sincerely, 
Juan Pablo Calvo  010-- 



June 12, 2017 

To whom it may concern,  

 

Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center of San Francisco has played a significant role in my 

life and my development as a young man. I have been training at HRKSF since I was 9, and 

today I am a sophomore in college still a proud (lifetime) member of the community. This place 

holds a special place in my heart, as I did much of my growing here. My dad threw me into the 

children’s taekwondo program for me to learn self defense, but this place is so much more than 

that. The school had provided me with the tools needed to approach and succeed in new 

obstacles in life. I have been provided with opportunities to strengthen my mind, body, and soul 

contributing to who I am as an athlete, a member of society, and most importantly who I am as 

an overall human being. I also got my first job here, working the front desk, helping teach 

classes, all while playing sports in high school and carrying a heavy academic workload; 

instilling within me aspects that would overall continue to help me become a balanced man. 

HRK is a gem waiting to be found by others who are hungry for character development and a 

loving community. It has truly been a second home for me and don’t count on it not being one 

for me anytime soon. I really would not be the person I am today without this place. Forever 

grateful. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth Bautista, a proud HRKer 



To Whom it May Concern, 
 

Hwa Rang Kwan has impacted my life in positive ways. I first started working at Hwa 
Rang Kwan in January of 2016. I was informed of the front desk position’s availability from my 
older brother who was learning Taekwondo at the dojang at the time. My family is very low 
income and Master Steve was offering my older brother free classes in exchange for volunteer 
work; an accommodation my brother greatly appreciated. Martial Arts has always been 
something my brother and I took interest in because it connected us to our father who was not 
around often due to our parent’s divorce that occurred when we were both still very young. My 
brothers and I live with our mother and grew up in Canon Barcus Community House, a 
permanent housing solution provided by Episcopal Community Services (ECS) for severely low 
income families. My brother learned about Hwa Rang Kwan because they had previously 
worked with ECS to provide some of the teens in my community the opportunity to participate in 
a kickboxing class free of charge. The opening of the position for Assistant to the General 
Manager came at a good time because I was going through a rough time in my life when I 
applied for the job. The transition to adulthood was beginning to weigh down on me mentally 
and I was recovering from the loss of a four year relationship with my best friend. I needed a 
positive outlet aside from my full time college schedule to occupy my free time; while at the 
same time earning some money to keep myself afloat financially. Also, as an employee at Hwa 
Rang Kwan I have been allowed to take kickboxing, fitness classes, and utilize open gym hours 
for free which has helped me release a lot of the pent up frustration that builds up when you’re a 
low income first generation university student trying to keep afloat financially in a city as 
expensive as San Francisco. Aside from my financial aid, I depend upon this facility to take care 
of expenses for myself and my family. 

Working at Hwa Rang Kwan has been a rewarding experience. When I first started 
working here my little brother and my niece, who also live with me, were taking Pee Wee and 
Tiger Tot classes at a discounted rate because Master Steve was gracious enough to take into 
account the magnitude of my family’s poor financial circumstances. Children of other low income 
families have also been accommodated with discount memberships which is a clear sign of the 
businesses commitment to include members of the large underserved community of youth in 
San Francisco. This place has managed to impact and positively influence my entire family 
which is why I am taking my personal time to advocate for the necessity of the dojang. The 
location of the space is ideal because it’s close to my building, so it cuts the cost of commuting 
from my heavy financial burden. Also, Micah and Master Steve have been very flexible when it 
comes to accommodating my changing time availability. Micah and Master Steve have worked 
to improve my administrative skills by providing effective feedback and alternative ways to 
handle sensitive situations that arise when dealing with difficult customers and/or membership 
contract issues; skills of which I’m sure I will utilize in pursuit of my career as an industrial 
organizational psychologist. They trust in my abilities to handle the happenings at the front desk, 
while also allowing me to work freely on my school assignments when business at the dojang is 
slow.  

The people who work and train at Hwa Rang Kwan are welcoming, and from my 
observation it’s clear that they all share a passion for the martial arts that we provide. Hwa Rang 



Kwan brings together people from various backgrounds and cultures and creates a diverse 
space. It’s a great place to learn and improve both mental and physical well being for its 
members and employees. If Hwa Rang Kwan managed to stay at it’s current location then it 
would be possible for it to continue to serve as a beacon of positivity and means of connection 
within both the SOMA district’s underserved and wealthy community of men, women, and 
children alike. I hope that this letter creates a clear perspective of my experience at Hwa Rang 
Kwan, and the magnitude of its influence on myself personally as well as to the community 
where I’ve grown up. Thank you for taking the time to gauge my account. 
 
Sincerely, 

Keonna Lopez, Age 21 
 

San Francisco CA 94103 
 



Dr.	Martin	Reddy	
	

San	Francisco,	CA	94107	
	

	
June	19,	2017	

	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern,	
	

In	Support	of	Hwa	Rang	Kwan’s	Continued	Service	to	the	Bay	Area	Community	
	
I	started	training	in	martial	arts	overs	over	30	years	ago,	have	lived	in	San	Francisco	for	close	to	20	years,	
and	started	my	own	company	that	employs	38	people	here	in	San	Francisco.	
	
I	have	been	training	and	teaching	at	the	Hwa	Rang	Kwan	martial	arts	school	for	a	couple	of	years	and	it	
is	without	a	doubt	the	most	outstanding	school	I	have	been	part	of	over	the	years.	From	the	top	down,	
Master	Steve	leads	with	a	message	of	respect,	tolerance,	and	inclusiveness	toward	everyone.	The	school	
includes	practitioners	from	many	martial	arts	styles,	ages,	genders,	races,	and	walks	of	life,	who	all	come	
together	in	the	melting	pot	of	shared	respect,	focus,	and	achievement	that	underpins	Hwa	Rang	Kwan.	
	
The	atmosphere	of	fun	and	camaraderie	is	second	to	none	that	I	have	experienced	elsewhere,	with	
many	of	the	students	regularly	spending	time	together	outside	of	the	school	for	dinner,	drinks,	hikes,	
and	even	trips	to	Korea	to	learn	more	about	the	country	and	culture	that	created	Taekwondo.	
Importantly	though,	this	sense	of	community	is	focused	not	only	inward	but	also	extends	beyond	the	
walls	of	the	school	and	into	the	wider	San	Francisco	and	Bay	Area	communities,	with	various	efforts	to	
participate	in	and	contribute	toward	events	around	the	city.	
	
A	unique	aspect	in	my	experience	is	that	the	school	has	a	total	of	5	teachers	who	have	gained	the	title	of	
“Master”	(requiring	the	advanced	rank	of	4th	Dan	Black	Belt	or	higher)	and	who	have	dedicated	decades	
of	their	own	lives	to	training	future	generations	in	the	culture	of	respect	that	Hwa	Rang	Kwan	is	founded	
upon.	This	is	evidenced	in	the	school	being	one	of	the	most	popular	choices	for	black	belts	from	other	
states	and	countries	around	the	world	to	train	with	while	they	are	visiting	San	Francisco.	
	
My	own	teaching	experience	at	Hwa	Rang	Kwan	is	that	I	help	to	train	young	children	(4-6	years	old)	in	
Taekwondo.	Seeing	how	these	“Tiger	Tots”	grow	and	improve	over	time,	both	physically	and	mentally,	is	
an	amazing	gift	and	one	that	I’ve	found	to	be	my	own	personal	way	to	give	back	to	the	community.	
	
In	summary,	the	San	Francisco	Hwa	Rang	Kwan	school	has	a	long	history	of	contributing	to	and	
developing	lasting	community	here	in	the	city,	and	I	hope	that	it	will	be	allowed	to	continue	this	
tradition	for	many	years	to	come.	
	
Yours	truly,	
	
	
	
	
	
Martin	Reddy,	Ph.D.	



To   Whom   it   May   Concern: 
 
I   am   writing   in   support   of   Hwa   Rang   Kwan   Martial   Arts.   I’ve   trained   at   Hwa   Rang   Kwan   for   19 
years.   As   a   young   woman   entering   Martial   Arts,   I   was   warned   by   older   women   from   other 
schools   to   expect   unfair   treatment   as   woman.   Some   women   had   formed   their   own   associations 
because   they   were   not   allowed   to   advance   in   some   schools.   This   was   never   my   experience   at 
Hwa   Rang.   At   Hwa   Rang,   all   people   are   respected   and   welcome.  
 
I   started   training   as   an   unathletic   twentyfour   year   old.   Over   the   years,   I’ve   advanced   to   the   rank 
of   fourth   degree   black   belt.      I   never   could   have   achieved   my   rank   without   all   the   supportive 
students,   instructors,   and   Master   Steve   Rapport.   I   was   encouraged   to   take   leadership   and   start 
teaching   a   beginners’   class   over   ten   years   ago.  
 
I’ve   also   seen   many   kids   discover   their   leadership   potential   as   they   train.   Since   every   student 
helps   teach   others   as   they   advance,   everyone   gets   a   chance   to   lead   in   small   and   larger   groups.  
 
In   a   time   where   many   fitness   business   are   catering   to   fads   and   customers   with   a   lot   of   money   to 
spend,   Hwa   Rang   is   a   traditional   school   that   is   affordable   for   children   and   adults   at   many 
different   income   levels   and   has   been   a   stable   presence   in   San   Francisco.   We   need   Hwa   Rang 
Kwan   in   the   city. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer   Erickson 
 
 
 



 

 

Melissa McPeters 

 
Oakland, CA  94602 

 
 

20th June 2017 

To Whom It May Concern, 

It is with great love for Hwa Rang Martial Arts Center that I write this letter of support to bolster the 

application to join San Francisco’s Legacy Business Registry.  I am a long-term student and instructor 

there, and this school was my first family when I moved to San Francisco. 

I moved to San Francisco in 1999.  The only person I knew was my partner.  We both had decided that we 

wanted to join a martial arts school.  After shopping around, we settled on Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts 

Center.  It was so fun.  I met so many amazing people, and I learned so much.  A few months later when 

we broke up, I was very grateful for my community at Hwa Rang Kwan for I had no one else in San 

Francisco to encourage me or listen to me.  Coming to class boosted my spirits, and it gave me the 

strength I needed to survive in a new city with no other support group. 

Years later, I got my 5th degree black belt.  I cannot believe I have been able to achieve so much.  Not 

only has Hwa Rang Kwan given so much to me, but we have also helped our community.  We have held a 

number of fundraisers, most notably for St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.  

Hwa Rang Kwan has given me courage and strength in my personal life, and it has provided a sanctuary 

and haven for many students who have fallen on hard times.  Hwa Rang Kwan’s commitment to the 

community is why this business is crucial to the culture of San Francisco. 

 

Sincerely, 

Melissa McPeters 
 

Melissa McPeters 

 



To whom it may concern,  

 

 I would like the share my experience with the Hwa Rang Kwan 

Martial Arts Center. I’m originally from New York City, but moved out to 

San Francisco for Graduate School. It was my first time really living so far 

away from my home town, so it took some time for me to adjust. 

Fortunately, the Hwa Rang Kwan Center helped make me feel at home 

and the members became like family to me.  

 

 On February 9th, 2016, I had a fairly rough day at school. Now, I’m 

really happy about that day, because it was the same day I walked into 

the center and signed myself up for Tae Kwon Do classes, which I hadn’t 

done since I left New York. It did not take long for me to feel comfortable, 

thanks to the amazing staff and members of the school. After spending 

about a month as a member, I was asked to become an assistant 

instructor for the kid’s Tae Kwon Do class. After about six months, I 

began helping with the adult classes as well.  

 

 The Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center has really done a lot for 

me. It’s been a home away from home, a place for exercise, but most 

importantly are the values they help instill with both the kids and adults. 

No matter your age, gender, race, or religion, you are welcome as a 

member of Hwa Rang Kwan. It really is a wonderful school and I truly 

thank everyone there for helping make such a great experience.  

Sincerely,  

Michael Williams. 

  



Nathan D. Lee 
 

San Francisco, California 94103 
June 20, 2017 

San Francisco Legacy Business Register 

To whom it may concern,  

I am student and instructor at the Hwa Rang Kwan (HRK) Martial Arts Center in San Francisco. I attended this 
school as a student for over 10 years and have taught kickboxing classes for almost 4 years. HRK is a 
wonderful institution and bedrock for the San Francisco martial arts community. As a kickboxing enthusiast, 
HRK provides a safe place for anyone to train, regardless of level or background.   

In my 10 years of kickboxing training at HRK, I have made lifelong friendships and met many people that I 
would not have normally met in my daily life. HRK prides itself as the “friendly place to condition your mind, 
body and soul” and I have learned that first hand training and teaching with the HRK community.  

On a personal note, HRK is a second family to me. 10 years ago, I moved here from Chicago with no close 
family or friends in the bay area. I loved kickboxing, but I had terrible form and was self-conscious about my 
technique. Master Steve and his instructors pushed me to work harder and smarter at my craft, and now I  
teach advanced kickboxing classes to others who want to hone their skills. HRK taught me to see the potential 
in every student regardless of where they are. To me, HRK isn’t a school for great martial artists, it’s a school 
that MAKES great martial artists.    

As I close out this letter, I’d like you to know, that this school has seen hardships before. We have lost our 
space before, more sadly, we’ve lost people in the HRK family before their time. We’ve cried and mourned 
together. Despite these hardships, we’ve always come together to lift each other up and become stronger in 
the end. With this, I hope that HRK can join the San Francisco Legacy Business Register so we can continue to 
show San Francisco how a strong unified community can overcome anything.  

Sincerely, 

Nathan D. Lee 

 



June 29th 2017 

 

To whom it may concern,  

 

I re-located to the US in January 2017 from the UK, and joined Hwa Rang Kwan shortly after arriving.  

 

At the time, I was struggling to increase my fitness, which was at an all-time low after an injury led to 

knee surgery in 2015. I was also really worried about making new friends, and feeling at home in a 

new country - it’s the first time anyone in my family has lived abroad. 

 

Joining Hwa Rang Kwan was the best thing I did. It is run to a very high standard with excellent 

instructors. The people are all friendly, it’s a great package. Nearly six months in, it’s encouraged me 

to exercise 4 times a week, the classes have built up my strength, and helped me lose weight and be 

healthier than I’ve been for 2 years.  

 

Things I really like about Hwa Rang Kwan and what it means to me: 

● It’s close to my work and central San Francisco, this is a huge factor to regularly attending 

and participating.  

● It’s such a welcoming community of people. As a member of the LGBTQ+ community, I was 

worried about fitting in. From the welcoming posters at the entrance, to the instructors, and 

people at the school, I have felt comfortable. 

● The school is unique - it’s a great mix of everything, being strict, being relaxed, practicing all 

the elements of Taekwondo, like sparring and poomsae. No other school in San Francisco 

offers such a good blend. 

● It’s really good value for money. The price means it’s accessible to all members of the 

community and the fitness classes means it can be my primary fitness go-to. 

● The School cares about people, and the community. It means a lot to me that the Instructors 

attend many events, run not-for-profit classes, and that the school has ran so many 

fundraisers in the past.  

● I like the history of the school. It has been around for a long time and you can tell by the 

classes that are taught. They are well thought out, and come from years of experience. 

 

I really enjoy it here, and hope to continue my classes throughout this year to convert my Black Belt to 

a Hwa Rang Khan one, wearing it with pride. 

 

Thanks 

Rachel Sweeney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



June 27, 2017 
 
 
Ryan McChesney 

San Francisco, CA 94158 
 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
I joined Hwa Rang Kwan almost a year ago and feel blessed and privileged  to be part of 
this amazing community. Walking past the sign to the school every day on the way to work 
and class for years, I always felt intrigued but never found the opportunity to stop by and 
see what it was about. That changed though when my wife came home and told me she 
had joined the martial arts school down the street. After a few months of hearing how 
great the people were and seeing her become more physically fit I finally decided this was 
something I absolutely needed to try. 
 
What I found turned out to be such a neighborhood gem. Immediately I felt at home under 
the tutelage of Master Steve and surrounded by helpful and friendly peers. Since I have 
joined, I have felt so much stronger, flexible, and healthy. One of favorite parts of the day is 
when I leave work with my gym bag and head over for an evening of exercise and 
camaraderie. Some of my wife’s and my most proud moments from the past year have 
been our achievements at Hwa Rang Kwan. Being able to see how we have grown more 
coordinated and skilled over time is so fulfilling. To see the results of that hard work paying 
off in the belt test just feels like such an accomplishment for both of us. 
 
Hwa Rang Kwan is definitely one of San Francisco’s treasures and has been helping 
students grow for so many years. It’s really difficult to find something that provides both 
the opportunity for personal growth and is filled with such an amazing group of people. 
 
I look forward to creating many more wonderful memories and personal growth with Hwa 
Rang Kwan. Should you have any questions feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 

Ryan McChesney 
Ryan McChesney 
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Case Number 2017-012394LBR; 2017-012398LBR 

El Rio; Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center 

Filing Date: September 22, 2017 

Case No.: 2017-012398LBR 

Business Name: Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center  

Business Address: 90 Welsh Street 

Zoning: SLI (SOMA Service – Light Industrial)/ 

 65-X Height and Bulk District 

Block/Lot: 3583/011 

Applicant:  Master Steve Rapport, Owner 

90 Welsh Street 

San Francisco, CA 94107 

Nominated By: Supervisor Jane Kim, District 6 

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 

  

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center (HRK), founded in 1973, is a local martial arts center serving both 

youth and adults alike and is believed to be the oldest Korean martial arts center on the West Coast. 

The origins of HRK can be traced back to the Korean United Methodist Church (constructed in 1928), 

the first Korean Church to be constructed in the United States by and for Koreans. In 1969, Pastor Song 

offered the name “Hwa Rang Kwan” to a Korean Youth Group at 712 Polk Street that was run by the 

former Korean Association President Min Hee Rhee, father of Taekwondo legends and actors Masters 

Phillip and Simon Rhee. During this same time, a man by the name of Master Dong Kie Shin opened a 

Hwa Rang Kwan dojang (martial arts’ school) in the Miadong district of Seoul, Korea. In 1971, Master 

Shin moved to San Francisco and continued his training at the Polk Street school and in 1973, he 

opened a HRK of his own, the Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center, on Fillmore Street.  

 

The school has moved several times since its independent establishment opened in 1973, mostly due to 

rising rents. Despite the frequency with which the school has had to move, it has continually been a 

safe and disciplined space for Bay Area residents and visitors alike to gain confidence, strength, fitness, 

and balance through traditional martial arts classes such as Taekwondo, Hapkido and Kumdo (Korean 

wooden sword). The school’s motto is “the friendly place to condition your mind, body and soul” that 

is exhibited through its selection of self-defense seminars, kickboxing classes and traditional martial 

arts classes for both youth and adults. The school also offers its space to outside martial arts groups that 

cannot afford to rent premises of their own; each of which rents space from HRK on a month-to-month 

basis. 

 

The school has become a place to call home, a place that offers activities to engage and improve the 

mind and body, and a nurturing place that teaches values and discipline. HRK is an educational 

institution that teaches and fosters humility, requiring that younger students spend their Saturday 

mornings cleaning up trash in the neighborhood and caters to and supports everyone regardless of 

ability to pay with the ultimate goal of teaching life skills that prepare students to navigate the 21st 

century with confidence, calmness and humility.  
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Case Number 2017-012394LBR; 2017-012398LBR 

El Rio; Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1973 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry 

because it meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center has operated for 44 years. 

ii. Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center has contributed to the San Francisco and 

Korean community’s history and identity by providing a space for the community 

to gather, form friendships, learn self-defense and traditional Korean martial arts 

and Taekwondo skills, and learn the five tenets of Taekwondo: courtesy, integrity, 

self-control, perseverance, and indomitable spirit.  

iii. Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center is committed to maintaining the physical 

features and traditions that define it as a prominent West Coast Korean martial arts 

center.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with teaching traditional martial arts skills and techniques.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

The 1925 property was previously surveyed as part of the South of Market Area Historic 

Resource Survey completed in 2010 and found to be ineligible for the National Register, 

California Register, or local designation through survey evaluation. The property is considered 

a “Category C Property” per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical 

resources.   

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. The business has been cited in the following publications: SF Chronicle, 7/29/1986, 

“Masters of the Martial Arts,” by Jerry Carroll and SF Examiner, 10/17/2007, “Entrepreneurial 

exemplars honored,” by Kate Williamson. Additionally, the business has received the following 

awards and recognitions: Certificate of Recognition by the City and County of San Francisco 

(1994); Proclamations by the City and County of San Francisco (1995, 1997); Certificate of 

Recognition by the California Legislature Assembly (2007); and Certificate of Honor from the 

City and County of San Francisco Office of the Assessor-Recorder (2007).  
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Case Number 2017-012394LBR; 2017-012398LBR 

El Rio; Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 

 90 Welsh Street   

 

Recommended by Applicant 

 Offering traditional martial arts classes (Taekwondo, Hapkido and Kumdo) and other self-

defense classes. 

 Offerings its space for local martial arts clubs and groups to practice who cannot otherwise 

afford to rent spaces of their own. 

 Motto, “the friendly place to condition your mind, body and soul.” 

 Five tenets of Taekwondo that the school does its best to instill in students: Courtesy, Integrity, 

Self-Control, Perseverance, and Indomitable Spirit. 

 Logo containing the laurel wreath that symbolizes peace, the traditional Korean weapon 

(danbong – short stick) in the Taekwondo fist, the Um/Yang symbol and the Rose of Sharon 

hibiscus (national flower of Korea). 

 Moral on the front of the building at 90 Welsh Street that features one of the school’s most 

talented former Taekwondo Black Belts: Michelle Bolong.  
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Historic Preservation Commission 

Draft Resolution 
HEARING DATE OCTOBER 18, 2017 

 

Case No.: 2017-012398LBR 

Business Name: Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center  

Business Address: 90 Welsh Street 

Zoning: SLI (SOMA Service – Light Industrial)/ 

 65-X Height and Bulk District 

Block/Lot: 3583/011 

Applicant:  Master Steve Rapport, Owner 

90 Welsh Street 

San Francisco, CA 94107 

Nominated By: Supervisor Jane Kim, District 6 

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 

Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 

 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR HWA RANG KWAN 

MARTIAL ARTS CENTER, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 90 WELSH STREET (BLOCK/LOT 

3583/011).   

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that 

longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool 

for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their 

continued viability and success; and 

 

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in 

San Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 

 

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the South of Market and San Francisco 

neighborhood's history and identity; and 

 

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 

define the business; and 
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CASE NO. 2017-012398LBR  

90 Welsh Street 

 

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on October 18, 2017, the Historic Preservation 

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 

Registry nomination. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 

Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts Center qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative 

Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the 

community. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Hwa Rang Kwan Martial Arts 

Center 

 

Location (if applicable) 

 90 Welsh Street 

 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

 Offering traditional martial arts classes (Taekwondo, Hapkido and Kumdo) and other self-defense classes. 

 Offerings its space for local martial arts clubs and groups to practice who cannot otherwise afford to rent 

spaces of their own. 

 Motto, “the friendly place to condition your mind, body and soul.” 

 Five tenets of Taekwondo that the school does its best to instill in students: Courtesy, Integrity, Self-

Control, Perseverance, and Indomitable Spirit. 

 Logo containing the laurel wreath that symbolizes peace, the traditional Korean weapon (danbong – short 

stick) in the Taekwondo fist, the Um/Yang symbol and the Rose of Sharon hibiscus (national flower of 

Korea). 

 Moral on the front of the building at 90 Welsh Street that features one of the school’s most talented former 

Taekwondo Black Belts: Michelle Bolong.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 

15064.5(a). 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-

012398LBR to the Office of Small Business.  

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 

on October 18, 2017. 
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CASE NO. 2017-012398LBR  

90 Welsh Street 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    

 

NOES:   

 

ABSENT:   

 

ADOPTED:  

 


