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HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 28, 2016

BLUE BEAR SCHOOL OF MUSIC
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Business Name: Blue Bear School of Music
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Applicant: Alycia Moore, Manager of Individual Giving
Nomination Date: August 30, 2016
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Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo
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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Blue Bear School of Music is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that provides affordable music education and is
well known for their contributions to the music community. The organization is located in the Fort Mason Center in
the Marina neighborhood. Founded in 1971, Blue Bear School provides onsite free and offsite affordable musical
programming to underprivileged students and schools. The school has continued to serve San Francisco by also
granting individually funded music programming to assist underserved neighborhoods. Apart from onsite
programs and classes, the school also offers over 20 offsite programs as well as a scholarship program, which
annually offers scholarships to their neediest students to help with nourishing their musical talents and futures.
The school has succeeded in pursuing its mission, “Playing music changes lives,” by promoting and offering free
or affordable musical instruction to members of the San Francisco community.

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

2403 Ocean Avenue from 1971-1978 (7 years)
2 Marina Blvd., Building D from 1978-Present (38 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Marina neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:
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 Blue Bear School of Music is associated with the art and tradition of teaching music and supporting their
students’ talents.

 Bear School of Music has contributed to the San Francisco community’s history and identity by continuously
offering an extensive selection of music programming that includes grant and individually funded programs for
underprivileged children. These programs come at no cost to students and are intended to uphold the
school’s philosophy of offering free or affordable music education to all. Additionally, the school is known as
being the “Original School of Rock and Roll” and has helped thousands of students over the years learn and
explore the art of playing music.

 The property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical significance.
The property is considered a “Category A Property” that is individually listed in the California Register and
National Register and is listed as a contributor to the Black Point Historic District and the Fort Mason Historic
District.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 In the Know Magazine, April 1976, “It’s Be-Bop, Funk, And Amplifiers at the First College of Rock ‘n’ Roll,”

by Peter Tatiner.
 BAM Magazine, 3/16/1979, “Learning How to Rock and Roll at Blue Bear,” by Laura Ost.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, Blue Bear School of Music is committed to maintaining the physical features that define its tradition of
offering affordable or free music programming, scholarships and support to underprivileged students.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Blue Bear School of Music qualifies for the Legacy
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below
listed physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Continued tradition of offering musical instruction that is free or very affordable.
 Classroom spaces and spaces that allow students to practice and enhance their musical skills.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Blue Bear School of Music
currently located at 2 Marina Blvd., Building D in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under
Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE NOVEMBER 28, 2016

BLUE BEAR SCHOOL OF MUSIC

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-013
Business Name: Blue Bear School of Music
Business Address: 2 Marina Blvd., Building D
District: District 2
Applicant: Alycia Moore, Manager of Individual Giving
Nomination Date: August 30, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Mark Farrell
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR BLUE BEAR
SCHOOL OF MUSIC, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2 MARINA BOULEVARD, BUILDING D.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to the history or
identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a significant risk of
displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 28, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Blue Bear School of Music in the Legacy
Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at Blue Bear School of Music:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Continued tradition of offering musical instruction that is free or very affordable.
 Classroom spaces and spaces that allow students to practice and enhance their musical skills.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
November 28, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application No.: LBR-2016-17-013
Business Name: Blue Bear School of Music
Business Address: 2 Marina Blvd., Building D
District: District 2
Applicant: Alycia Moore, Manager of Individual Giving
Nomination Date: August 30, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor Mark Farrell

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

2403 Ocean Avenue from 1971-1978 (7 years)
2 Marina Blvd., Building D from 1978-Present (38 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: October 3, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program

Legacy
Business
Registry

Application Review
Sheet











Blue Bear School of Music
Historical Narrative

Criterion 1

a. Short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco to the
present day, including the ownership history.

Blue Bear School of Music, a nonprofit organization, was founded as "Blue Bear Waltzes School
of Genuine Music" in the summer of 1972 by a rock band called "Wolfgang & Strauss" —
"Wolfgang" was a dog; "Strauss" were two brothers in the band. When naming the school, the
brothers Strauss whimsically recalled Johann Strauss's "Blue Danube Waltz," substituting the
Bear River for the Danube, and the rest is history.

In 1978, operations moved from the original storefront on Ocean Avenue to Fort Mason Center,
where Blue Bear has thrived and evolved to its current state of more than 850 music-loving
students per quarter.

b. Description of any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San
Francisco for more than six months.

We have not ceased operations at any point since we were founded. We moved locations in
1978 when Fort Mason Center opened and have been here ever since.

c. Description of the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or
a family owned business.

We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and not owned by any private entities.

For a period in the mid-1970s, when the founding members moved on, Blue Bear was run by a
co-operative of teachers and students.

Blue Bear's current Board of Trustees and Staff includes former "Wolfgang & Strauss" members
Dr. Steve Savage (Executive Director) and Richard Strauss along with Electric Orchestra & Folk
Chorus (and Blue Bear Association) members Bonnie Hayes and Carol Snow. Day-to-day
operations are under the direction of Dennis Criteser, a former student who has been
associated with the school for 35+ years.

Criterion 2

a. Description of the business’s contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood,
community or San Francisco.

We have significant historical value to San Francisco, and the breadth of our programming is
extensive. Not only do we operate at our main location at Fort Mason, we offer community
programs throughout San Francisco (See Exhibit A). This includes grant and individual funded
programs that teach underprivileged children in community centers and schools. These don't
cost the students anything, and is representative of our overall philosophy of "offering free or
affordable music education to all."



b. How the business is associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the City, or the
business industry.

We are very well known in the San Francisco community as being the Original School of Rock
and Roll. We have helped over 35,000 students learn the joys of playing music at our Fort
Mason Campus alone. For our community programs, we help over 500 students annually at our
various locations.

c. Significant or historical people with whom the business is associated.

Some of our famous students include Anion Salazar from Third Eye Blind, Gina Graziano who is
now affiliated with DIS/ Twin Records, and Howard Wiley who has performed at the San
Francisco Jazz Festival and has won a Grammy for one of his albums. (Exhibit D)

d. How the business demonstrates its commitment to the community.

Our scholarship and sliding scale programs are some that we are most proud of. Each year,
depending on amount of funding we have, we give scholarships to our neediest students. This
year, it has been two teenagers who both love singing, songwriting, piano, and guitar. We've
gotten them to perform at venues with us, including at larger venues like The Fillmore. We are
incredibly proud of them and all that they've accomplished — please see the attached photos of
them rockin' out! (Exhibits E + F).

In addition, we have 22 offsite programs (and growing!). They range from semester to semester.
We offer needs based curriculum to students of need in underserved neighborhoods like the
Tenderloin and Bayview communities. For example, at our Bayview YMCA location, we have a
digital audio studio where we work with students from the community and teaching them how to
use Ableton and make mix tapes of their work (Exhibit B) Another example is at our Tenderloin
Community Center location where we teach a group of 10-15 students at the center to play any
instrument they'd like to learn. Before the holidays, they perform at a Christmas party for Up on
Top and showcase their newly learned skills (Exhibit C).

f. A description of the community the business serves.

Our community is very San Franciscan — diverse and unique. At our Fort Mason Campus, we
offer many different programs. They range from classes for toddlers (ages 6 months to 5 years),
Teenage Band Workshops (12-18 years old), Teen Private Lessons, Adult Band Workshops,
Adult Group Classes, Adult Private Lessons, and more. Each semester, we try to offer new and
innovative programming to meet the needs of our students. We offer a variety of instruments ---
from singing to ukulele with everything in between. We are an asset to the Marina Community
and are a staple business located here.

g. How the business is associated with a culturally significant building/structure/site/ object/or
interior.

Our Fort Mason location is an icon in the Marina neighborhood. The inside of the school has not
changed significantly since the day we moved in. The interior of the school today looks much
the same as it does in photographs from the late 1970s.



h. How the community would be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut
down, etc.

If Blue Bear were to shut down, San Francisco would lose a valued institution that has helped
countless students pursue their passions of playing music. Our mission statement is "Playing
Music Changes Lives" — and in our 45 year history, we have succeeded in this mission.

Criterion 3

a. Description of the business and the essential features that define its character.

Blue Bear is the original school of Rock and Roll. We have maintained that character by offering
musical instruction that is free, or very affordable, for almost 45 years to the San Francisco
community. In addition, the people we hire to teach are local musicians themselves. Many of
them perform outside of Blue Bear, and pursue their own musical endeavors in their spare time.
This tradition dates back to when we first opened in 1972, in which we wanted to give refuge to
teachers as a side source of income while they pursued their own careers.

b. How the business demonstrates a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions that
define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to retain the
businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, culinary, or
art forms).

While we have expanded our offerings since 1972 to include pop and other genres, our main
focus is still rock and roll. Each semester, we offer new opportunities to learn something
different --- from your shower singers to your semi-professionals. We are proud of our Rock and
Roll history and plan on maintaining our school to continue this tradition.









EXHIBIT A







RKurylo
Text Box
Students performing with headliner Allen Stone at the recent annual Spring Benefit at The Fillmore




EXHIBIT B







EXHIBIT C







EXHIBIT D





EXHIBIT E
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Text Box
Zach pictured playing guitar at the Blue Bear School of Music benefit on September 6, 2016




EXHIBIT F



RKurylo
Text Box
Charlotte singing at the Blue Bear School of Music benefit on September 6, 2016




MISCELLANEOUS PHOTOGRAPHS,

EPHEMERA AND MEMORABILIA
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Text Box
Current exterior photograph
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Text Box
Office front door, inside 2 Marina Blvd.
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Text Box
Old posters on the wall near the reception desk.
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Text Box
Directional signage
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Text Box
Photographs of the organization's founders
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Text Box
Photograph from 1980 after the organization's move to Fort Mason
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Text Box
In-house produced document about scholarship students in 1988
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Text Box
Photograph of staff and students in 1972 in front of the Ocean Avenue campus
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Text Box
Little Bears (Fort Mason) classes for 6 months - 5 years, 2016
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Text Box
Adult classes at Fort Mason, 2016
























Legacy Business Registry 
November 2, 2016 Hearing  

 4 

2016-013034LBR; 2016-013037LBR; 2016-013038LBR; 2016-
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Filing Date: October 3, 2016 
Case No.: 2016-013037LBR 
Business Name: Blue Bear School of Music  
Business Address: 2 Marina Boulevard, Building D 
Zoning: P (Public))/ 
 40-X and OS Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 0409/002 
Applicant:  Alycia Moore, Manager of Individual Giving 

2 Marina Boulevard, Building D 
San Francisco, CA 94123 

Nominated By: Supervisor Mark Farrell, District 2 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Blue Bear School of Music is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that provides affordable music education 
and is well known for their contributions to the music community. The organization is located in the Fort 
Mason Center in the Marina neighborhood. Founded in 1971, Blue Bear School provides onsite free and 
offsite affordable musical programming to underprivileged students and schools. The school has 
continued to serve San Francisco by also granting individually funded music programming to assist 
underserved neighborhoods.  Originally founded as the “Blue Bear Waltzes School of Genuine Music” by 
a rock band named “Wolfgang & Strauss,” the school later changed its name to “Blue Bear School of 
Music.” Apart from onsite programs and classes, the school also offers approximately 22 offsite programs 
as well as a scholarship program, which annually offers scholarships to their neediest students to help 
with nourishing their musical talents and futures. The school has succeeded in pursuing its mission, 
“Playing music changes lives,” by promoting and offering free or affordable musical instruction to 
members of the San Francisco community.  
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1971 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Blue Bear School of Music qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it 
meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Blue Bear School of Music has operated for 45 years. 

ii. Blue Bear School of Music has contributed to the San Francisco community’s history 
and identity by continuously offering an extensive selection of music programming 
that includes grant and individually funded programs for underprivileged children. 
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These programs come at no cost to students and are intended to uphold the school’s 
philosophy of offering free or affordable music education to all. Additionally, the 
school is known as being the “Original School of Rock and Roll” and has helped 
thousands of students over the years learn and explore the art of playing music.  

iii. Blue Bear School of Music is committed to maintaining the physical features that 
define its tradition of offering affordable or free music programming, scholarships 
and support to underprivileged students.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with the art and tradition of teaching music and supporting their 
students’ talents.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes. The property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential 
historical significance. The property is considered a “Category A Property” that is individually 
listed in the California Register and National Register and is listed as a contributor to the Black 
Point Historic District and the Fort Mason Historic District.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

Yes. The property is listed on the California Register of Historical Resources and the National 
Register of Historic Places as an individual historic resource and as a contributor to the Black 
Point Historic District and the Fort Mason Historic District.  

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. In the Know Magazine, April 1976, “It’s Be-Bop, Funk, And Amplifiers at the First College of 
Rock ‘n’ Roll,” by Peter Tatiner; BAM Magazine, 3/16/1979, “Learning How to Rock and Roll at 
Blue Bear,” by Laura Ost.  

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 2 Marina Boulevard 

 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Continued tradition of offering musical instruction that is free or very affordable.  
Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Classroom spaces and spaces that allow students to practice and enhance their musical skills  
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Case No.: 2016-013037LBR

Business Name: Blue Bear School of Music

Bicsiness Address: 2 Marina Boulevard, Building D

Zoning: P (Public))/

40-X and OS Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 0409/002

Applicant: Alycia Moore, Manager of Individual Giving

2 Marina Boulevard, Building D

San Francisco, CA 94123

Nominated By: Supervisor Mark Farrell, District 2

Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186

stephanie. cisnero s@sfgov. org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

1650 Mission St,
Suite 400
San Francisco.
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.fi409

Planning
Informatfan:
4i 5.558.5377

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR BLUE BEAR SCHOOL

OF MUSIC, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 2 MARINA BOULEVARD, BUILDING D (BLOCK/LOT

0409/002).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Marina neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on November 2, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.
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Resolution No. 808 CASE NO. 2016-013037LBR
November 2, 2016 2 Marina Boulevard

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

Blue Bear School of Music qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section

2A.242(b)(2) as }t has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Blue Bear School of Music

Location (if applicable)

• 2 1VIarina Boulevard

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

• Continued tradition of offering musical instruction that is free or very affordable

• Classroom spaces and spaces that allow students to practice and enhance their musical skills

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission's findings and

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section

15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

013037LBR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED the istoric Preservation Commission

on November 2, 2016.

Jo .Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES: Johns, Hasz, Hyland, Johnck, Pearlman, Wolfram

NOES: None

ABSENT: Matsuda

ADOPTED: November 2, 2016
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