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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report

HEARING DATE OCTOBER 3, 2016

THE BOOKSMITH

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-002
Business Name: The Booksmith
Business Address: 1644 Haight Street
District: District 5
Applicant: Christin Evans, Owner
Nomination Date: July 21, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
The Booksmith is an independent bookstore in the Haight-Ashbury that has served as a literary mecca for
neighborhood residents, tourists and book lovers since 1976. Located on Haight Street between Clayton and Cole
streets, The Booksmith is well-known for its leading events program that continues to feature prominent figures in
the fields of art, journalism and literature. The business was one of the first bookstores to offer a community Book
Swap event, regularly opens its doors to neighbors and community groups for meetings and events and attracts
hundreds each month through its popular fanfiction event, “Shipwreck.”

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in SF for 30 or more years, with no break in SF operations
exceeding two years?

Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco operations
exceeding two years:

1746 Haight Street from 1976-1985 (9 years)
1644 Haight Street from 1985-Present (31 years)

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?

Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Haight-Ashbury neighborhood’s history and identity.

The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways the
applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or community:

 The business is associated with the traditions of bookselling and organizing literary events.
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 The business has contributed to the Haight-Ashbury community’s history and identity by serving as a
neighborhood book store, literary mecca and venue for high quality literary programming.

 1644 Haight Street is associated with significant architecture. It is a representative example of a 1920s
utilitarian commercial building and is located within the proposed Article 10 Haight-Ashbury Historic Landmark
District (added to the Landmark Designation Work Program in August of 2016). The 1926 structure is
considered a “Category A Building” and is located within the California Register-eligible Haight-Ashbury
Historic District. It was also identified in the Neighborhood Commercial Buildings Historic Resource Survey
(pending approval by the Historic Preservation Commission) as a contributor to a California Register-eligible
district.

 The business has been cited in the following publications:
 American Bookseller Magazine, 1998; Bookselling This Week, 6/6/1994, “How Much is That Author in the

Window?” published by the American Booksellers Association
 SF Gate, 3/24/2002, “Indy Booksellers Reach Crossroads,” by Hillel Italie
 SF Business Times, 8/17-23/2016, “Duo seeks to turn bookstore decline into fiction,” by Sarah Duxbury
 The New York Times, 12/5/2010, “A Reader’s San Francisco,” by Gregory Dicum
 San Francisco Chronicle, 6/26/2011, “Indie bookstores offer greater sense of community,” by Katherine

Seligman.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define the
business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?

Yes, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that The Booksmith qualifies for the Legacy Business
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed
physical features and traditions.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Stock of quality books featuring traditional and emerging literary works.
 General interior layout, including window displays and front table displays.
 Shelf-talkers (hand written staff book reviews).
 Storefront system, including recessed entryway, terrazzo flooring at entry, vertical and horizontal single pane

windows, cornice, and tile and wood siding.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include The Booksmith currently located
at 1644 Haight Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section
2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution

HEARING DATE OCTOBER 3, 2016

THE BOOKSMITH

LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Application No.: LBR-2016-17-002
Business Name: The Booksmith
Business Address: 1644 Haight Street
District: District 5
Applicant: Christin Evans, Owner
Nomination Date: July 21, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed
Staff Contact: Richard Kurylo

legacybusiness@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR THE
BOOKSMITH, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1644 HAIGHT STREET.

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains a
registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 years,
with no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, and the Small Business Commission finds that
the business has significantly contributed to the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and,
if not included in the Registry, the business would face a significant risk of displacement; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
business; and

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on October 3, 2016, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes The Booksmith in the Legacy Business
Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below listed
physical features and traditions at The Booksmith:

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
 Stock of quality books featuring traditional and emerging literary works.
 General interior layout, including window displays and front table displays.
 Shelf-talkers (hand written staff book reviews).
 Storefront system, including recessed entryway, terrazzo flooring at entry, vertical and horizontal single pane

windows, cornice, and tile and wood siding

__________________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
October 3, 2016.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________

Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –
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Application No.: LBR-2016-17-002
Business Name: The Booksmith
Business Address: 1644 Haight Street
District: District 5
Applicant: Christin Evans, Owner
Nomination Date: July 21, 2016
Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years? X Yes No

CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community? X Yes No

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? X Yes No

NOTES: NA

DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: August 22, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program

Legacy
Business
Registry

Application Review
Sheet
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President, Board of Supervisor 

District 5 

 

City and County of San Francisco 

 
 

LONDON N. BREED 
 

 
Thursday, July 21st, 2016 
 
Rick Kurylo 
Legacy Business Program Manager 
Office of Small Business 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Suite 110 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Dear Mr. Kurylo: 
 
I am writing to proudly nominate Booksmith at 1644 Haight Street for the Legacy Business 
Registry Program. Booksmith has been a fixture of the Haight-Ashbury community since its 
founding in October 1976. While many changes have occurred in the neighborhood since then, 
Booksmith continues to be known as a cultural gem in the neighborhood.  
 
Booksmith is known as a “literary mecca,” providing a destination for neighborhood residents, 
tourists, and book lovers everywhere. Diverse figures in the fields of arts, journalism, and literature 
have had readings or participated in events there, including Nobel Prize–winning Polish poet 
Czesław Milosz, science fiction great  Ray Bradbury, children's author  Lemony Snicket, rock 
legends  Neil Young  and  Patti Smith, and  Beat generation  poet  Allen Ginsberg, just to name a 
few. 
 
The founder, Mr. Gary Frank, and the current owners, Ms. Christin Evans and Mr. Praveen 
Madan, have worked hard to make this establishment a community gathering space as well. They 
frequently offer the bookstore as a location for community meetings and events. Furthermore, Ms. 
Evans currently serves as the President of the Haight Ashbury Merchants Association. Her 
leadership has ensured that the merchants in this neighborhood are getting the support they need 
to thrive in San Francisco. 
 
Please contact Ms. Evans at christin@booksmith.com, or 415-863-8688. And feel free to contact 
my office if you have any questions. Thank you for your consideration.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
President London Breed 
Board of Supervisors 
City & County of San Francisco 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ray_Bradbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lemony_Snicket
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neil_Young
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patti_Smith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beat_generation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allen_Ginsberg
mailto:christin@booksmith.com
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Legacy Business Registry Case Report 

 
HEARING DATE: SEPTEMBER 21, 2016 

Filing Date: August 22, 2016 
Case No.: 2016-010958LBR 
Business Name: The Booksmith  
Business Address: 1644 Haight Street   
Zoning: NCD (Haight Street Neighborhood Commercial District)/ 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1230/011 
Applicant:  Christin Evans 

1644 Haight Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117 

Nominated By: Supervisor London Breed, District 5 
Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093 

desiree.smith@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
The Booksmith is an independent bookstore in the Haight-Ashbury that has served as a literary mecca for 
neighborhood residents, tourists, and book lovers since 1976. Located on Haight Street between Clayton 
and Cole Streets, The Booksmith is housed within a one-story commercial building and is well-known for 
its leading events program that continues to feature prominent figures in the fields of art, journalism, and 
literature. The business was one of the first bookstores to offer a community Book Swap event, regularly 
opens its doors to neighbors and community groups for meetings and events, and attracts hundreds each 
month through its popular fanfiction event, “Shipwreck.”  
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1976 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, The Booksmith qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of 
the eligibility Criteria: 

i. The Booksmith has operated for 40 years. 

ii. The Booksmith has contributed to the Haight-Ashbury community’s history and 
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2016-010958LBR; 2016-010959LBR; 2016-010963LBR;  
2016-010965LBR; 2016-010966LBR 

 

identity by serving as a neighborhood book store, literary mecca, and venue for high 
quality literary programming. 

iii. The Booksmith is committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define its tradition of bookselling and literary programming.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

Yes. The business is associated with the traditions of bookselling and organizing literary events.   

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?  

Yes. 1644 Haight Street is associated with significant architecture. It is a representative example of 
a 1920’s utilitarian commercial building and is located within the proposed Article 10 Haight-
Ashbury Historic Landmark District (added to the Landmark Designation Work Program in 
August of 2016).  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

Yes. The 1926 structure is considered a “Category A Building” and is located within the 
California Register-eligible Haight-Ashbury Historic District. It was also identified in the 
Neighborhood Commercial Buildings Historic Resource Survey (pending approval by the 
Historic Preservation Commission) as a contributor to a California Register-eligible district. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. American Bookseller Magazine, 1998; Bookselling This Week, 6/6/1994, “How Much is That 
Author in the Window?” published by the American Booksellers Association; SF Gate, 3/24/2002, 
“Indy Booksellers Reach Crossroads,” by Hillel Italie; SF Business Times, 8/17-23/2016, “Duo seeks 
to turn bookstore decline into fiction,” by Sarah Duxbury; The New York Times, 12/5/2010, “A 
Reader’s San Francisco,” by Gregory Dicum; San Francisco Chronicle, 6/26/2011, “Indie bookstores 
offer greater sense of community,” by Katherine Seligman. 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 1644 Haight Street   
 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Stock of quality books featuring traditional and emerging literary works 
• General interior layout, including window displays and front table displays 
• Shelf-talkers (hand written staff book reviews) 

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Storefront system, including recessed entryway, terrazzo flooring at entry, vertical and horizontal 

single pane windows, cornice, and tile and wood siding 
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Historic Preservation Commission
Resolution 786

HEARING DATE SEPTEMBER 21, 2016

Filing Date: August 22, 2016

Case No.: 2016-010958LBR

Business Name: The Booksmith

Business Address: 1644 Haight Street

Zoning: NCD (Haight Street Neighborhood Commercial District)/

40-X Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 1230/011

Applicant: Christin Evans

1644 Haight Street

San Francisco, CA 94117

Nominated By: Supervisar London Breed, District 5

Staff Contact: Desiree Smith - (415) 575-9093

desiree. smith@sfgov.org

Reviewed By: Tim Frye — (415) 575-6822

tim.frye @sfgov.org

1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Reception:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.6409

Planning
Information:
415.558.6377

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR THE BOOKSMITH,

CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1644 HAIGHT STREET (BLOCK/LOT 1230/011).

WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business

maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,

community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing

educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and

success; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San

Francisco operations exceeding two. years; and

WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Haight-Ashbury neighborhood's history and

identity; and

WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that

define the business; and

www.sfplanning.org



Resolution No. 786 CASE NO. 2016-010958LBR
September 21, 2016 The Booksmith

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on September 21, 2016, the Historic Preservation

Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business

Registry nomination.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that

The. Booksmith qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section

2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated in the same location for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute

to the community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends

safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for T'he Booksmith.

Location (if applicable)

• 1644 Haight Street

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business

• Stock of quality books feata~ring traditional and. emerging literary works

• General interior layout, including window displays and front table displays

• Shelf-talkers (hand written staff book reviews)

• Storefront system, including recessed entryway, terrazzo flooring at entry, vertical and horizontal single

pane windows, cornice, and the and wood siding

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission's findings and

recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the

Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject

property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section

15064.5(a).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its

Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016-

010958LSR to the Office of Small Business.

I hereby certify that the foregoing. Resolution was ADOPTED the Historic Preservation Commission

on September 21, 2016.

Jonas P. Ionin

Commission Secretary

AYES: Hyland, Johnck, Johns, Pearlman, Matsuda, Wolfram

NOES: None

ABSENT: Hasz

ADOPTED: September 21, 2016
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