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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc. (“Babylon Burning”) is a traditional plastisol screen printing shop
specializing in bulk production. The business has one large 10‐color automatic press, three 6‐color manual
presses, and a single 1‐color press. It was founded by Steve Patton in 1980; however, he started out in 1976
as a very small do‐it‐yourself setup in his garage at his house in Bernal Heights. Patton chose “Babylon
Burning” as the business name after the song “Babylon’s Burning” by The Ruts.
In 1980, Steve moved the business to a retail store at 21st and Valencia streets next door to Old Wives Tails
Bookstore. There was a retail T‐shirt shop in the front and print shop in the back. Nearby at 974 Valencia
Street was Valencia Tool & Die, a music venue and art gallery founded by Peter Belsito and Jim Stockford
that presented punk, new wave, and new music performances, as well as performance art, film, and visual art
shows from 1980 through 1983. Babylon Burning made many shirts for VT&D, and printed many popular
T‐shirts for groups like Act Up!, Central American Solidarity Committee, Mother Jones magazine, the
Womenʹs Building, The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, etc. Their work steadily improved, and they
developed a reputation for quality and honesty. The business never advertised except for a Yellow Pages ad
under T‐shirts; the rest was word of mouth.
There was a big rent increase in 1987, so the business moved into a unit on the fourth floor of the Southend
Warehouse in SoMa at 2nd and Brannan streets and quit the retail business. After another rent increase
shortly following the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake, Babylon Burning moved to its current location at 63
Bluxome Street. The business finally acquired its first automatic 6‐color press on a factory lease, increased
production by at least threefold, and grew to 3/4 of a million dollars in sales. In 1999, Steve Patton sold
Babylon Burning to his then employees Mike Lynch and Brian Von Bargen. In 2001, Mike bought Brian out of
the business and has been running it ever since.
Under Mike’s ownership, they survived the dot‐com bubble, the Great Recession, and an ever-changing
social climate. Their clientele includes hundreds of loyal well‐known local businesses – from small cafes to
tech companies and nonprofits – including 826 Valencia, Walk SF, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, SF Bike
Coalition, and KALW Public Radio.
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CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?
Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco
operations exceeding two years:
1017 Valencia Street from 1980 to 1987 (7 years)
625 2nd Street, Suite 408 from 1987 to 1989 (2 years)
63 Bluxome Street from 1989 to Present (29 years)
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
Yes, Babylon Burning has contributed to the identity of the SoMa neighborhood and to San Francisco’s artist
community.
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or
community:
•

Babylon Burning has contributed to the history and identity of the SoMa neighborhood and the artist
community in San Francisco by serving as a screen printing service.

•

The brick building at 63 Bluxome Street has been largely dedicated to the arts since the 1960s, and
Babylon Burning has upheld this tradition since 1989. The building was constructed in 1907 and was for
many years a car manufacturing plant. In the 60s it was converted to studio spaces for artists, including
Ruth Asawa and Sam Shepard.

•

In the 1970s and 1980s, Babylon Burning printed for many social activism groups. Located on Valencia
Street during this time period, Babylon Burning proved that screen printing can be a powerful tool to
spread messages to larger audiences. Many anti‐war, women’s rights, and gay rights T‐shirts were
produced during this time period and spread throughout San Francisco. In the 1990s and early 2000s,
Babylon Burning played a role in the dot‐com boom, printing for many startups and new businesses in
San Francisco. Although many of these businesses failed, their presence laid the groundwork for the
subsequent tech boom that has shaped so much of San Francisco’s current social atmosphere. Many of
these clients have remained loyal customers who prefer to support local small businesses, especially in
the direct neighborhood.

•

The property is not listed on any registers; however, it has been evaluated and found to be for eligible for
local designation as an individual property. Built in 1917, 53 ‐ 61 Bluxome Street is a 1‐story, brick
masonry industrial building designed in a utilitarian industrial style. The rectangular‐plan building, clad in
brick, is capped by a double hip roof clad in built‐up material. The foundation is not visible. Typical
entrances include a metal roll‐up door and partially glazed wood door. There are no windows. The
primary façade features brick beltcourses and terminates in brick corbelling and a parapet. The building
appears to be in good condition.

•

The business has been cited in the following publication:
 CBS SF Bay Area article titled “Best Screen Printing and Embroidery Shops in San Francisco.”
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CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
Yes, Babylon Burning is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the
organization.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc. qualifies for
the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Traditional plastisol screen printing practice specializing in bulk production.
• High quality custom hand‐printed goods.
• One large 10‐color automatic press, three 6‐color manual presses, and a single 1‐color press.
• Environmentally‐friendly printing.
• A small, highly‐trained dedicated staff.
• The original wood sign.
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.
• Screen printing.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Babylon Burning Screen
Printing, Inc. currently located at 63 Bluxome Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business
under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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Small Business Commission
Draft Resolution
HEARING DATE FEBRUARY 26, 2018
BABYLON BURNING SCREEN PRINTING, INC.
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________
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Nomination Date:
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Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc.
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ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR
BABYLON BURNING SCREEN PRINTING, INC., CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 63 BLUXOME STREET.
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, communityserving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a
significant risk of displacement; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define
the business; and
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on February 26, 2018, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Babylon Burning Screen Printing,
Inc. in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below
listed physical features and traditions at Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc.:
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Traditional plastisol screen printing practice specializing in bulk production.
• High quality custom hand‐printed goods.
• One large 10‐color automatic press, three 6‐color manual presses, and a single 1‐color press.
• Environmentally‐friendly printing.
• A small, highly‐trained dedicated staff.
• The original wood sign.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc. on the Legacy Business
Registry:
• Screen printing.
______________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
February 26, 2018.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________
Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –

1 DR. CARLTON B. GOODLETT PLACE, ROOM 110, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-4681
( 4 1 5 ) 5 5 4 - 6 1 3 4 / w w w. s f o s b . o r g / l e g a c y b u s i n e s s @ s f g o v . o r g

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

OFFICE OF SMALL BUSI NESS
REGINA DICK-ENDRIZZI, DIRECTOR

Legacy
Business
Registry
Application No.:
Business Name:
Business Address:
District:
Applicant:
Nomination Date:
Nominated By:

Application Review
Sheet
LBR-2017-18-022
Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc.
63 Bluxome Street
District 6
Michael Lynch, Owner
October 26, 2017
Supervisor Jane Kim

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?
X
Yes

No

1017 Valencia Street from 1980 to 1987 (7 years)
625 2nd Street, Suite 408 from 1987 to 1989 (2 years)
63 Bluxome Street from 1989 to Present (29 years)
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
X
Yes
No
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
X
Yes
No
NOTES: NA
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: January 11, 2018

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program
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Legacy Business Registry

Application

Section One:
Business / Applicant Information.

Provide the following information:

The name, mailing address, and other contact information of the business;
The name of the person who owns the business. For businesses with multiple owners, identify the person(s)
with the highest ownership stake in the business;
The name, title, and contact information of the applicant;
The business’s San Francisco Business Account Number and entity number with the Secretary of State, if
applicable.
NAME OF BUSINESS:

Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc.
BUSINESS OWNER(S) (identify the person(s) with the highest ownership stake in the business)

Michael Lynch

CURRENT BUSINESS ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE:

63 Bluxome St.!
San Francisco, CA 94107

(

415 ) 777-8244

EMAIL:

mike@babylontee.com
WEBSITE:

FACEBOOK PAGE:

YELP PAGE

babylontee.com

facebook.com/babylonburningyelp.com/biz/babylon-burning-screen-prin

APPLICANT’S NAME

Michael Lynch

Same as Business

APPLICANT’S TITLE

Owner
APPLICANT’S ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE:

2646 21st Ave.!
San Francisco, CA 94116

( 415 )

845-5189

EMAIL:

mike@babylontee.com
SAN FRANCISCO BUSINESS ACCOUNT NUMBER:

SECRETARY OF STATE ENTITY NUMBER (if applicable):

0342652
OFFICIAL USE: Completed by OSB Staff
NAME OF NOMINATOR:

DATE OF NOMINATION:

V.5- 6/17/2016

Legacy Business Registry

Application

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.
ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS:

ZIP CODE:

START DATE OF BUSINESS

ïðïé Ê¿´»²½·¿ Í¬ò

çìïïð

ïçèð

IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS?

DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No

Yes

ïçèðóïçèé

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

êîë î²¼ Í¬®»»¬ô Í«·¬» ìðè

çìïðé

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

êí Þ´«¨±³» Í¬ò

çìïðé

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:

ïçèé

End:

ïçèç

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:

ïçèç

End:

Ý«®®»²¬

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

V.5- 6/17/2016

BABYLON BURNING
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative
CRITERION 1
a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations,
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all
other locations.
Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc. (“Babylon Burning”) is a traditional plastisol screen
printing shop specializing in bulk production. The business has one large 10-color automatic
press, three 6-color manual presses, and a single 1-color press. Founded by Steve Patton in
1980, Babylon Burning can trace its history to a house in Bernal Heights in 1976. The business
started the same way almost every screen printing business does – a very small do-it-yourself
setup in a garage.
One day in 1976 in his house in Bernal Heights, Steve Patton’s roommate proceeded to print a
batch of 1-color print T-shirts for his karate class and asked Steve to help. Steve was so excited
about the process that he gave his roommate $100 for his supplies. At the time, Steve – a local
San Francisco surfer, art school dropout, and Vietnam War Veteran – knew little of the trade.
His roommate said that Steve would never make it in this business.
Steve set up a little print shop in the utility room in the back. He jury-rigged a 4-color setup on a
long table. It was very primitive, with a high reject rate. He would hang up the shirts to air dry,
then take them down the street to the laundromat to heat set the ink in the dryer. He
accumulated a few customers as he learned the business through his voracious consumption of
trade journals and books from the library.
In the meantime, Steve was toying with various names for the new business. Since one of his
new customers was a Bay Area reggae band called Obeah and he was so taken with the music,
he decided to have a reggae name. He first picked “Crazy Baldhead Productions,” after the term
coined by Bob Marley in one of his early songs. Even though Steve was bald, he felt a little too
shy to exclaim this fact. So he chose “Babylon Burning,” named after the song “Babylon’s
Burning” by The Ruts.
In 1980, Steve moved the business to a retail store at 21st and Valencia streets next door to Old
Wives Tails Bookstore. There was a retail T-shirt shop in the front and print shop in the back.
Steve bought used silkscreens and 1-color and 4-color hand presses at blowout auctions around
the city. He registered the business, got licensed, took accounting classes, made payroll and
paid their taxes. It wasn't easy for sure. It was fun though. Steve’s friend Jerry Biggs co-owned
the business until 1983 when Steve bought him out.

Nearby at 974 Valencia Street was Valencia Tool & Die, a music venue and art gallery founded
by Peter Belsito and Jim Stockford that presented punk, new wave, and new music
performances, as well as performance art, film, and visual art shows from 1980 through 1983.
VT&D consisted of a street level gallery/performance space and a subterranean cellar
performance space that was insulated with sand to dampen the sound. The cellar space was
reached through a trap door and a narrow staircase, and performances often took place on
both levels simultaneously, often after hours. Babylon Burning made some great shirts for
VT&D.
Babylon Burning printed many popular T-shirts for groups like Act Up!, Central American
Solidarity Committee, Mother Jones magazine, the Women's Building, The Sisters of Perpetual
Indulgence, etc. Their work steadily improved, and they developed a reputation for quality and
honesty. The business never advertised except for a Yellow Pages ad under T-shirts; the rest
was word of mouth.
There was a big rent increase in 1987, so the business moved into a unit on the fourth floor of
the Southend Warehouse in SoMa at 2nd and Brannan streets and quit the retail business. After
another rent increase shortly following the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake, Babylon Burning
moved to its current location at 63 Bluxome Street. The business finally acquired its first
automatic 6-color press on a factory lease, increased production by at least threefold, and grew
to 3/4 of a million dollars in sales.
In 1999, Steve Patton sold Babylon Burning to his then employees Mike Lynch and Brian Von
Bargen. In 2001, Mike bought Brian out of the business and has been running it ever since.
Under Mike’s ownership, they survived the dot-com bubble, the Great Recession, and an everchanging social climate. Their clientele includes hundreds of loyal well-known local businesses –
from small cafes to tech companies and nonprofits – including 826 Valencia, Walk SF, Yerba
Buena Center for the Arts, SF Bike Coalition, and KALW Public Radio.
b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco
for more than six months?
Babylon Burning has been in continuous operation in San Francisco since its founding in 1980.
c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the
business.
Babylon Burning is not a family-owned business.
d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a
family-owned business.

Babylon Burning was founded by Steve Patton in 1976 and registered as a business in 1980. It
was sold to Mike Lynch in 1999. Mike Lynch is the current owner. Following is the ownership
history of Babylon Burning:
1980-1983
1983-1999
1999-2001
2001-Present

Steve Patton and Jerry Biggs
Steve Patton
Mike Lynch and Brian Von Bargen
Mike Lynch

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the
existence of the business prior to current ownership.
A Babylon Burning Brochure from 1983 is included in this Legacy Business Registry application.
f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry.
The brick building at 63 Bluxome Street has been largely dedicated to the arts since the 1960s.
Babylon Burning has upheld this tradition since 1989. The building was constructed in 1907 and
was for many years a car manufacturing plant. In the 60s it was converted to studio spaces for
artists, including Ruth Asawa and Sam Shepard.
In the last 10 years alone, a number of buildings on Bluxome Street have been demolished and
re-built. A once quiet back street of San Francisco has become a major hub for new business.
Babylon Burning has remained almost completely untouched the entire time.

CRITERION 2
a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood,
community or San Francisco.
As stated above, Babylon Burning is a long-standing entity of Bluxome Street. The surrounding
neighborhood – a once desolate urban landscape – is now a highly developed part of San
Francisco. Babylon Burning has witnessed the birth of many neighboring companies and directly
contributed to their growth and expansion by consistently providing them with high-quality
custom printed goods. Viewed as a staple of the community, Babylon Burning stands for the
arts as well as a bond between old and new San Francisco.
Babylon Burning has always been committed to providing top quality products and services.
Most of the business’s clients are in the Bay Area, and most new clients come from referrals.
The business’s reputation is what has kept Babylon Burning in business for so long. Enjoying

what you do and loving the place you live makes the difference. The shop reflects the fun the
employees have printing. Babylon Burning encourages customers to stop in to get a feel of
what the company is all about. Today there are so many ad-specialty companies that don't
usually print in-house. They farm business out of state (and out of the country) and take away
from the local economy. Being local means most of the business’s clients come in for press
checks to make sure they are getting what they want before orders are run, and they can also
get a chance to meet the people actually doing the work. Babylon Burning keeps it local, and
clients feel good about supporting small businesses and good jobs in San Francisco.
b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the
city, or the business industry?
In the 1970s and 1980s, Babylon Burning printed for many social activism groups. Located on
Valencia Street during this time period, Babylon Burning proved that screen printing can be a
powerful tool to spread messages to larger audiences. Many anti-war, women’s rights, and gay
rights T-shirts were produced during this time period and spread throughout San Francisco.
In the 1990s and early 2000s, Babylon Burning played a role in the dot-com boom, printing for
many startups and new businesses in San Francisco. Although many of these businesses failed,
their presence laid the groundwork for the subsequent tech boom that has shaped so much of
San Francisco’s current social atmosphere. Many of these clients have remained loyal
customers who prefer to support local small businesses, especially in the direct neighborhood.
c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade
publication, media, or historical documents?
Babylon Burning was featured in a CBS SF Bay Area article titled “Best Screen Printing And
Embroidery Shops In San Francisco.”
d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?
John F. Maillard, the building owner from 1950 until his death in 2012, was an architect,
engineer, and loyal patron of the arts. A deeply rooted San Francisco man, John was a member
of the Olympic Club, a life member of the Godfather’s Club, an ex-Board member of the Boys’
and Girls’ Clubs, as well as numerous other local organizations. John consistently went out of
his way to ensure this building would be a center for arts.
Babylon Burning has had a handful of famous clients over the years including Patti Smith, Lee
Scratch Perry, Matt Nathanson, Ferris Plock, David Choong Lee, and Dave Eggers.
e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?
Nearly all of Babylon Burning’s clients are other local businesses or groups based in San
Francisco. By consistently providing quality printed garments to our neighbors we maintain

strong bonds with our community, helping to ensure a healthy local economy for years to
come.
Babylon Burning has printed for and donated to many San Francisco nonprofit organizations
over the years including 826 Valencia, Enterprise for HighSchool Students, Queer Women of
Color Media Arts Project, SF Bicycle Coalition, Stop AIDS Project, Watsi, The Women’s Building,
and Yerba Buena Center for the Arts.
Babylon Burning has been environmentally friendly since its founding. The business never
threw away any ink – they recycled it and made all-purpose black. This practice continues to
this day.
f. Provide a description of the community the business serves.
Babylon Burning caters almost exclusively to San Francisco and Bay Area clients. Countless small
businesses, restaurants, startups, nonprofits, schools, tech companies, and local artists rely on
Babylon Burning for quality printed garments.
g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant
building/structure/site/object/interior?
As previously stated, the brick building at 63 Bluxome Street has been largely dedicated to the
arts since the 1960s. Babylon Burning has upheld this tradition since 1989. The building was
constructed in 1907 and was for many years a car manufacturing plant. In the 60s it was
converted to studio spaces for artists, including Ruth Asawa and Sam Shepard.
In the last 10 years alone, a number of buildings on Bluxome Street have been demolished and
re-built. A once quiet back street of San Francisco has become a major hub for new business.
Babylon Burning has remained almost completely untouched the entire time.
h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut
down, etc.?
The disappearance of Babylon Burning would signify a major loss to the artistic community of
San Francisco. One of only a handful of screen printing businesses in San Francisco, Babylon
Burning is the oldest shop remaining. If it were ever sold or shut down, hundreds of companies,
organizations, and artists that rely on the business for fast turnaround and quality results would
be forced to seek out new printing resources. The neighborhood itself would lose yet another
piece of authentic San Francisco culture.

CRITERION 3
a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.
Babylon Burning is a traditional plastisol screen printing shop specializing in bulk production.
There is one large 10-color automatic press, three 6-color manual presses, and a single 1-color
press. With fewer than 10 employees, Babylon Burning produces thousands of printed
garments (mainly T-shirts) each week. Catering mainly to local businesses, the business creates
custom hand-printed goods to the specs of their clients. Client art typically ranges from simple
1- or 2-color logos to complex digital illustrations, hand-drawn art, and photography. The small,
tight-knit staff is dedicated to screen printing 40+ hours a week; they are truly obsessed with
their craft.
b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft,
culinary, or art forms)
Babylon Burning is a traditional screen printing business. They use the same basic techniques
that were used 40 years ago when the business was established, only now they use computers
for design work. The one automatic press must be operated by an experienced printer –
everything else that leaves the shop is printed by hand. The employees hone this craft day in,
day out, using knowledge that has been passed down from one generation to the next. There
are other ways to print shirts, but screen printing is tried and true.
c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural
details, neon signs, etc.).
The original wood sign hand-painted by founder Steve Patton in 1981 hangs above the front
doors. Some of the paint is chipped and the wood has a large split down the center, but it is
generally in good condition. The preservation and display of Steve’s original artwork is a
testament to the company’s ideals; commitment to the craft, history, and San Francisco culture.
d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business,
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current
ownership.
Documentation is provided in this Legacy Business Registry application.

Babyl on Burni ng has been screen printi ng i n the Bay area
since 1976 after bei ng founded by Steve Patton (read
Steve's stor y here). I n 1999 Mike Lynch bought Babyl on
Bur ning aft er working for Steve the previous four years.
Babyl on Burni ng has gone through numer ous changes
since, but has al ways been committed to provi ding t op
qualit y pr oducts and ser vices. Most of our clients ar e in
the Bay area and most new clients come from r eferr al s.
Our reputati on is what has kept us i n business for so l ong.
The foundation of our busi ness has not changed, but as
technol ogy has changed so has Babyl on Burni ng. I n 2007
we purchased a new aut omatic screen print er which has
increas ed our pr oduction capacity immensel y wit hout
increasi ng c osts. This all ows us to continue havi ng one of
the quickest t urn arounds i n the city at 4- 5 days ( 10 days
are standar d). W e also mai ntai n stat e of t he art gr aphics

NOVEMBER '17 - KALW

softwar e and comput er sys tems to handle all of your
desi gn needs.
Enjoyi ng what we do and l ovi ng the pl ace we li ve makes
the differ enc e. Our shop reflects the f un we have pri nt ing
and we encour age you to s top i n to get a f eel of what we
are all about. Today t her e are so many ad-specialty
companies out ther e that don't usually print i n-house.
They f arm busi ness out of state (and out of t he c ountr y)
and tak e away from the loc al ec onomy. Being l ocal means
most of our clients come in for press checks to make sure
they ar e getti ng what they want befor e orders are r un and
JUNE '17 - EFF

they can als o get a c hance to meet the people actuall y
doi ng the work.
So r emember, KEEP IT LOCAL, pr ess check your shir ts in
San Fr ancisco, see the San Fr anciscan pri nting your
shirts, and feel good about supporti ng small businesses
and good jobs in San Fr ancisco.
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PRICING FOR 2017
Please r ead thr ough to understand costs associat ed with setup and garments. Pleas e contact us if
you have any questi ons.

SHIRT CATALOGS
W e suppl y appar el from major whol esal e dealers. Pl ease vi ew their onli ne c atal ogs below to fi nd
the gar ments you want. Pic k your style and we'll gi ve you a full quote i ncludi ng all charges.

* If yo u do n ' t s ee t h e ga rm en t s yo u w a n t c o nt ac t Mi k e L yn c h f o r m or e c ho i c es .

PRINTING PRICES
Printi ng prices ar e for standar d single si ded t-shirt pri nting. Additional c osts for specialt y pri nting
are also listed.
* ga rm en t p ri c es n o t i nc l u d ed*

Pieces Dozens 1 Color 2 Color 3 Color 4 Color 5 Color 6 Color 7 Color
72

6

$1.95

$2.15

$2.35

$2.55

$2.75

$2.95

NA

144

12

$1.50

$1.65

$1.80

$1.95

$2.10

$2.25

$2.40

300

25

$1.30

$1.45

$1.65

$1.80

$1.95

$2.10

$2.25

504

42

$1.15

$1.30

$1.45

$1.60

$1.75

$1.90

$2.05

1,008

84

$1.00

$1.10

$1.20

$1.30

$1.40

$1.50

$1.60

3,000

250

$0.90

$1.00

$1.10

$1.20

$1.30

$1.40

$1.50

6,000

500

$0.75

$0.85

$0.95

$1.05

$1.15

$1.25

$1.35

12,000

1,000

$0.65

$0.75

$0.85

$0.95

$1.05

$1.15

$1.25

24,000

2,000

$0.60

$0.70

$0.80

$0.90

$1.00

$1.10

$1.20

Additional Costs:

Add "flash cures" charge (under misc. charges) for colored shirts.
A d d 85 % f o r s e c on d s i de or p l a c em en t . - A dd 20% f o r s w ea t s , c a ps , a pr o ns a n d t o t e s . - A dd 5 0% f o r j a c k et s * A d di t i o na l $ 25 . 0 0 s et up c h ar g e

SCREEN CHARGES

FILM CHARGES

Screen Type

Price Film Size

Price

Spot Color Screens

$25.00

8.5 x 11 Positive

$10.00 per color

4 Color/Simulated Process Screens

$35.00

14 x 16 Positive

$15.00 per color

Automatic Press Screens

$35.00

ART CHARGES

SCANNING CHARGES

Charge Type

Price

Size

Price

Separations

$60.00 per hour

8.5 x 11 Original

$15.00

Typesetting

$35.00 per hour

11 x 17 Original

$20.00

Custom Design

Call for quote

Oversize

Call for quote

MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES

Item

Price

Flashcures

$0.20 each

Ink Changes

$10 each

PMS Match (Custom Ink)

$12.50 per color

RUSH CHARGES

Time

Price

4-6 Days

add 25%

2-3 Days

add 40%

24 Hours

add 50%

Same Day

add 100%e

S c r e en s a re s t o r ed f o r o ne ye a r f rom t he l as t o rd e r. - C al l f or a q u ot e o n l a rg e r f i l m s i z es . - 1 / 2 h ou r m i ni m um f o r
t yp e s e t t i n g.
* P r es s C h ec k s a r e r ec om m e n d ed on d e s i g n s ov er 1 c ol o r a nd re q ui re d o n p ro c es s w o rk .
* P r es s T i m e i s $ 5 5. 00 an h o ur . T h e f i rs t ho u r i s f r e e. P l ea s e b e p un c t u al .
* H a n dl i n g c h a rg es O N L Y a p pl y t o c u s t om e r s up pl i e d g oo ds . - N o rm a l T ur n ar o un d i s 1 0 - 1 4 W ork D a ys .

PAYMENT
50% Deposit requir ed on al l orders to cover t he c ost of garments. Bal anc e is due upon completi on
of the job. W e accept MasterCard, Vis a and American Express.
Terms and Prices subject to change without notice. Quot es ar e subject to c hange upon r evi ew of
the submitt ed artwork.
Email Mike Lynch or call 415. 777. 8244 for garment pr ices and pri nting quot es.
For billing and invoice questions cont act Shawn J ohnson at 415. 777. 8244.
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826 National
826 Valencia
99 Designs
Able
Aces
Aquarius Records
Bacon Bacon
Bare Escentuals
Brainwash
Bugcrowd
Burgerjoint
Burma Superstar
Butler, Shine, and Stern
California Choppers
Campo Santo
Carve Designs
ChefsFeed
Chrome
Chronicle Books
Columbus Cafe
Curran SF
Dolores Park Cafe
Doug Walker
EFF
Electric Works
Engine Yard
Evernote
Farley's
Frameline
Github
Holy Grill
Instacart
Iron.io
Jawbone
KALW
KUSF 90.3
Livible City
Local Brewing
Lowcard Magazine
Lucky 13
Martin Clothing
Mashery
Matt Nathanson
McSweeney's
Mekanism
Mojo Bike Cafe
Monkey Ink
Mooloolaba
Nice Collective
Office of Letters & Lights
Pandora
Pizza Orgasmica
Prometheus Design Werx
R Bar
Samba TV
Say Media
SF Bike Coalition
SF Weekly
Skates on Haight
TAD Gear
Toronado
Tree Frog Treks
Walk SF
Workday
Xtranormal

Yammer
Zendesk
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BABYLON BURNING - ARTWORK
GUIDELINES
VERY IMPORT ANT, Files must be sent at 100% print size.
If not, the print size must be specified by the customer.
Mock-ups are good for plac ement and ref erence but there
is no way for us t o deter mi ne t he actual pri nt size.

If you are interested in
a custom design or illustration
- or have any other questions
send an email to:
The Art Department

W e are a Maci ntosh based shop but files created in Adobe
Photos hop and Adobe Illus trator on a PC c ompati ble
computer are acceptable.
W e do n ot a c c e pt f i l es c r ea t ed i n Mi c r os o f t W ord, Mi c r os of t E x c el o r
Mi c r os of t P o w e rP oi nt . W e a r e n ot a bl e t o c r ea t e s e p ar at i o ns f r om
an y f i l es c r ea t e d wi t h t h es e p ro gr am s .

Images created for t he i nternet are generall y unacceptabl e
as image r esol ution is generall y TOO LOW (72 dpi) t o
correctly reproduce t he image on a t-shirt.

Adobe Photos hop files mus t be at

300 DPI at f inal

print size.

To allevi ate c onf usion all t ype should be creat ed i n Adobe
Illustrator and convert ed t o outli nes.

W hen placi ng images creat ed i n Photoshop int o Illustr ator
do not enlar ge t he pl aced i mage. Resizi ng the image
changes its resoluti on. Even though the ori gi nal

or call:

415.777.8244

Photos hop file is 300 dpi, i f you enl arge it 300% in
Illustrator t he r esol ution becomes 100 dpi.

All PANTONE colors must be s pecified using solid, c oated
colors. A col or copy of the artwork is extremel y hel pful for
matchi ng purposes. A proof is requir ed f or all 4 col or
process and simul ated process jobs.

Please consider the col or of your sel ected garment when
submitti ng artwork. For your own r efer ence place your
artwork on a background c olor of your select ed garment
color. Artwork is separat ed differ entl y for differ ent c ol or
garments.

Please l abel your artwork with your NAME, PLACEMENT
(front, back, left chest, sleeve, etc) and COLORS.
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Legacy Business Registry
Case Report
HEARING DATE: FEBRUARY 7, 2018

Filing Date:
Case No.:
Business Name:
Business Address:
Zoning:
Block/Lot:
Applicant:

Nominated By:
Staff Contact:
Reviewed By:

January 11, 2018
2018‐001173LBR
Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc.
63 Bluxome Street
WMUO (Western SoMa Mixed Use‐Office)
65‐X Height and Bulk District
3786/019A
Michael Lynch, Owner
2646 21st Ave
San Francisco, CA 94116
Supervisor Jane Kim, District 6
Shelley Caltagirone ‐ (415) 558‐6625
shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
Tim Frye – (415) 575‐6822
tim.frye @sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Babylon Burning Screen Printing, Inc. (“Babylon Burning”) is a traditional plastisol screen printing shop
specializing in bulk production. The business has one large 10‐color automatic press, three 6‐color
manual presses, and a single 1‐color press. It was founded by Steve Patton in 1980; however, he started
out in 1976 as a very small do‐it‐yourself setup in his garage at his house in Bernal Heights. Patton chose
“Babylon Burning” as the business name after the song “Babylon’s Burning” by The Ruts.
In 1980, Steve moved the business to a retail store at 21st and Valencia streets next door to Old Wives
Tails Bookstore. There was a retail T‐shirt shop in the front and print shop in the back. Nearby at 974
Valencia Street was Valencia Tool & Die, a music venue and art gallery founded by Peter Belsito and Jim
Stockford that presented punk, new wave, and new music performances, as well as performance art,
film, and visual art shows from 1980 through 1983. Babylon Burning made many shirts for VT&D, and
printed many popular T‐shirts for groups like Act Up!, Central American Solidarity Committee, Mother
Jones magazine, the Womenʹs Building, The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence, etc. Their work steadily
improved, and they developed a reputation for quality and honesty. The business never advertised
except for a Yellow Pages ad under T‐shirts; the rest was word of mouth.
There was a big rent increase in 1987, so the business moved into a unit on the fourth floor of the
Southend Warehouse in SoMa at 2nd and Brannan streets and quit the retail business. After another rent
increase shortly following the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake, Babylon Burning moved to its current
location at 63 Bluxome Street. The business finally acquired its first automatic 6‐color press on a factory
lease, increased production by at least threefold, and grew to 3/4 of a million dollars in sales. In 1999,
Steve Patton sold Babylon Burning to his then employees Mike Lynch and Brian Von Bargen. In 2001,
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Multiple Case Numbers
Multiple Applicants

Mike bought Brian out of the business and has been running it ever since.
Under Mike’s ownership, they survived the dot‐com bubble, the Great Recession, and an everchanging
social climate. Their clientele includes hundreds of loyal well‐known local businesses – from small cafes
to tech companies and nonprofits – including 826 Valencia, Walk SF, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, SF
Bike Coalition, and KALW Public Radio.
The business is located on the south side of Bluxome Street between 4th and 5th streets in the South of
Market neighborhood. It is within the WMUO (Western SoMa Mixed Use‐Office) Zoning District and in a
65‐X Height and Bulk District.

STAFF ANALYSIS
Review Criteria
1.

When was business founded?
The business was founded in 1980.

2.

Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?
Yes, Babylon Burning qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of
the eligibility Criteria:

3.

i.

Babylon Burning has operated continuously in San Francisco for 38 years.

ii.

Babylon Burning has contributed to the history and identity of the SoMa
neighborhood and the artist community in San Francisco by serving as a screen
printing service.

iii.

Babylon Burning is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions
that define the organization.

Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?
The brick building at 63 Bluxome Street has been largely dedicated to the arts since the 1960s,
and Babylon Burning has upheld this tradition since 1989. The building was constructed in 1907
and was for many years a car manufacturing plant. In the 60s it was converted to studio spaces
for artists, including Ruth Asawa and Sam Shepard.

4.

Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?
In the 1970s and 1980s, Babylon Burning printed for many social activism groups. Located on
Valencia Street during this time period, Babylon Burning proved that screen printing can be a
powerful tool to spread messages to larger audiences. Many anti‐war, women’s rights, and gay
rights T‐shirts were produced during this time period and spread throughout San Francisco.
In the 1990s and early 2000s, Babylon Burning played a role in the dot‐com boom, printing for
many startups and new businesses in San Francisco. Although many of these businesses failed,
their presence laid the groundwork for the subsequent tech boom that has shaped so much of
San Francisco’s current social atmosphere. Many of these clients have remained loyal customers
who prefer to support local small businesses, especially in the direct neighborhood.
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Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?
No, the property is not listed on any registers; however, it has been evaluated and found to be for
eligible for local designation as an individual property. Built in 1917, 53 ‐ 61 Bluxome Street is a
1‐story, brick masonry industrial building designed in a utilitarian industrial style. The
rectangular‐plan building, clad in brick, is capped by a double hip roof clad in built‐up material.
The foundation is not visible. Typical entrances include a metal roll‐up door and partially glazed
wood door. There are no windows. The primary façade features brick beltcourses and terminates
in brick corbelling and a parapet. The building appears to be in good condition.

6.

Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?
No, the property has not been listed in any historic context statements.

7.

Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?
The work of the organization has been referred to in several newspapers including:


CBS SF Bay Area article titled “Best Screen Printing and Embroidery Shops in San
Francisco.”

Copies of articles are included in this Legacy Business Registry application.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
Location(s) associated with the business:
 63 Bluxome Street (1989 ‐ Present)
Recommended by Applicant
 Traditional plastisol screen printing practice specializing in bulk production
 High quality custom hand‐printed goods
 One large 10‐color automatic press, three 6‐color manual presses, and a single 1‐color
press
 Environmentally‐friendly printing
 A small, highly‐trained dedicated staff
 The original wood sign
Additional Recommended by Staff
 No additional recommendations
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2018-001173LBR
Babylon Burning Screen Printing
63 Bluxome Street
WMUO (Western SoMa Mixed Use-Office)
65-X Height and Bulk District
3786/019A
Michael Lynch, Owner
2646 21st Ave
San Francisco, CA 94116
Supervisor Jane Kim, District 6
Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625
shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org
Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822
tim.frye @sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR BABYLON BURNING
SCREEN PRINTING, INC, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 63 BLUXOME STREET, (BLOCK/LOT
3786/019A).
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and
success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the SoMa neighborhood’s and City’s history and
identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and
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Resolution No. XXX
February 7, 2018

CASE NO. 2018-001173LBR
63 Bluxome Street

WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on February 7, 2018, the Historic Preservation
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry nomination.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that
Babylon Burning Screen Printing qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code
Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the
community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Babylon Burning Screen Printing.
Location (if applicable)
• 63 Bluxome Street
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
• Traditional plastisol screen printing practice specializing in bulk production
• High quality custom hand-printed goods
• One large 10-color automatic press, three 6-color manual presses, and a single 1-color press
• Environmentally-friendly printing
• A small, highly-trained dedicated staff
• The original wood sign
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5(a).
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2018001173LBR to the Office of Small Business.
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission
on February 7, 2018.
Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ADOPTED:
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