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Legacy Business Registry Staff Report 
 

HEARING DATE AUGUST 14, 2017 
 
 

CINDERELLA BAKERY AND CAFÉ 
 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-053 
Business Name:  Cinderella Bakery and Café 
Business Address:  436 Balboa Street 
District:   District 1 
Applicant:   Mike Fishman, Owner 
Nomination Date:  December 26, 2016 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Eric Mar 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Cinderella Bakery and Café is a Russian bakery, deli and restaurant located in the Richmond District. 
Opened in 1953, Cinderella is the oldest authentic, home-style Russian bakery in the Bay Area. The founders 
of this Richmond District establishment were two sisters, Lydia Repin and Eugenia Belonogoff, who relocated 
to San Francisco from Harbin, China. The café has been serving home style, traditional Russian pastries and 
specialties since opening and has become a treasured neighborhood café, known for its time-honored, 
authentic recipes handed down through generations. Their signature prioshkis, pelmeni, beef stroganoff, and 
loaves of freshly baked Russian bread have become favorites among the neighborhood and have contributed 
to the café’s strong cultural and culinary presence in the Richmond. Cinderella Bakery and Café is located in 
an area of the Richmond District that is known as “Little Russia,” which extends from 17th Avenue to 27th 
Avenue around Geary Boulevard. This area is home to many Russian restaurants, shops, bakeries and 
Russian Orthodox Churches. Cinderella Bakery and Café contributes to Russian heritage in the area by 
continuing the culinary and cultural traditions that were started when the restaurant opened over 60 years 
ago. The restaurant also sponsors the annual 3-day Russian Festival and donates to the many Russian 
Orthodox churches and synagogues and associated schools throughout San Francisco.  
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 
Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years: 
 
436 Balboa Street from 1953 to Present (64 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Richmond District neighborhood’s history and identity. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, 
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noting the following ways the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community: 
 
• Cinderella Bakery and Café is associated with traditional Russian dishes and goods such as kvass, 

piroshky, kulich, paskha and vareniki. 
 
• Cinderella Bakery and Café has contributed to the Richmond District’s history and identity by continuing 

Russian cultural and culinary traditions that have helped shaped the area in which the café resides. 
 

• The 1915 property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical 
significance. The property is considered a “Category B Property” that requires further review per the 
Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical resources. 
 

• The business has been cited in the following publications: 
 Richmond District Blog, 4/28/2011, “Cinderella Bakery is the belle of the ball after a face lift,” by 

Sarah B. 
 SF Chronicle, 12/29/2016, “In the Richmond, a bounty of Russian food and community,” by Anna 

Roth. 
 SF Chronicle, 9/25/2011, “Culinary highlights of SF’s 49 square miles.” 

 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, Cinderella Bakery and Café is committed to maintaining the physical features and culinary traditions that 
define its significance among the Russian community of the Richmond District. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Cinderella Bakery and Café qualifies for the Legacy 
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the 
below listed physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Traditional Russian recipes passed down since the opening of the café. 
• Business logo that features a Russian nesting doll. 
• The name “Cinderella Bakery and Café.” 
• Location in the Richmond District. 
 
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be required for 
maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Bakery and café. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Cinderella Bakery and Café, 
currently located at 436 Balboa Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE AUGUST 14, 2017 

 
CINDERELLA BAKERY AND CAFÉ 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-053 
Business Name:  Cinderella Bakery and Café 
Business Address:  436 Balboa Street 
District:   District 1 
Applicant:   Mike Fishman, Owner 
Nomination Date:  December 26, 2016 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Eric Mar 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR 
CINDERELLA BAKERY AND CAFÉ, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 436 BALBOA STREET. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on August 14, 2017, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Cinderella Bakery and Café in the 
Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at Cinderella Bakery and Café: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Traditional Russian recipes passed down since the opening of the café. 
• Business logo that features a Russian nesting doll. 
• The name “Cinderella Bakery and Café.” 
• Location in the Richmond District. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain Cinderella Bakery and Café on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Bakery and café. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
August 14, 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2016-17-053 
Business Name:   Cinderella Bakery and Café 
Business Address:   436 Balboa Street 
District:   District 1 
Applicant:    Mike Fishman, Owner 
Nomination Date:   December 26, 2016 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Eric Mar 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
436 Balboa Street from 1953 to Present (64 years). 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: June 22, 2017 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 











CINDERELLA BAKERY 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Established in 1953 and patronized by both the Russian community and anyone who loves 
Russian food, Cinderella Bakery and Café is the oldest authentic, home-style Russian bakery in 
the Bay Area. 

The bakery is a San Francisco institution and serves foods prepared with time-honored recipes 
handed down through generations such as piroshki, pelmeni (Siberian meant-filled dumplings 
served with sour cream), pastries, Russian bread and entrees such as borscht and chicken kiev. 
Cinderella Bakery is also one of the only places in the Bay Area to get homemade kvas, a 
fermented grain drink with a distinctive, tangy, sour flavor. 

The original owners of the business were two sisters, Lydia Repin and Eugenia Belonogoff. They 
came to San Francisco from Harbin, China.  

In the late 1980s, Lydia and Eugenia wanted to retire and were looking to sell the business. 
Semyon Fishman was a businessman and part of the food industry in the Soviet Union. Semyon 
saw this as the perfect business opportunity for his wife Tatiana Fishman and son Mike 
Fishman. They acquired the business and recipes, and were provided training from Lydia and 
Eugenia.  

Mike Fishman began working with his mother Tatiana at Cinderella Bakery from day one. When 
Tatiana retired in 2004, Elena Mironova bought her share and worked there for a few years. 

In 2008, Mike and his wife Marika Fishman bought out Elena. Mike and Marika have since been 
sole owners of the business. They renovated and updated Cinderella Bakery and Café to 
incorporate new with old. The goal was to preserve the authenticity and give it a modern 
facelift. They wanted to attract new people to the neighborhood while keeping tradition and 
authenticity.  

The goal is for Cinderella Bakery and Café to stay in this location for many years to come and to 
keep the recipes authentic. Maybe one day the third generation of Fishmans will continue the 
business. 



b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 

Not applicable. 

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Cinderella Bakery is a family-owned business presently owned and operated by Mike and 
Marika Fishman. The original owners, Lydia Repin and Eugenia Belonogoff, were unrelated to 
the Fishman family. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

Following is the ownership history of Cinderella Bakery and Café: 

1953 to 1988: Lydia Repin and Eugenia Belonogoff 
1988 to 2004: Tatiana Fishman and Mike Fishman 
2004 to 2008: Mike Fishman and Elena Mironova 
2008 to Present: Mike Fishman and Marika Fishman 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 

The Legacy Business Registry application includes documentation demonstrating the business 
has been in existence since 1953. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The location at 436 Balboa Street is considered a “Category B Building” by the Planning 
Department. Further consultation and review will be required to determine whether the 
property is an historical resource. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 



San Francisco’s Richmond district contains a neighborhood along Geary Boulevard known as 
“Little Russia,” which extends from 17th and Geary, near the Russian Renaissance Restaurant, 
to the golden domes of the Russian Orthodox Church at 27th and Geary. This stretch is home to 
many Russian restaurants, shops and bakeries.1  

Beyond Little Russia, there has long been a Russian presence throughout much of the Richmond 
district, including neighboring Clement and Balboa streets. Cinderella Bakery and Café, located 
at 436 Balboa Street, is a prime example of this neighborhood heritage. The business 
contributes to the diversity of food and culture that is valued by San Franciscans, and it offers 
people a feeling of nostalgia. 

Cinderella Bakery is patronized by both the Russian community and anyone who loves Russian 
food. It serves the local Richmond community and has also become a destination place, 
bringing people into the neighborhood from throughout the Bay Area. Russians who grew up in 
the Richmond district and now live elsewhere visit frequently.  

The business is so well-connected to, and representative of, San Francisco that its menu was 
displayed at San Francisco International Airport as a “unique San Francisco business” alongside 
many other popular restaurants and businesses in the city. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 

Cinderella Bakery and Café sponsors the annual Russian Festival. The 3-day event takes place at 
the Russian Center on Sutter Street. Cinderella Bakery provides 99% of the food at the festival, 
which is also heavily discounted. 

Aside from participation in the Russian Festival, Cinderella Bakery also donates to the many 
Russian Orthodox churches and synagogues throughout San Francisco as well as schools 
associated with these religious institutions as well as the SF Ballet once a year. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Cinderella Bakery was featured in an article by the San Francisco Chronicle on September 25, 
2011, titled "Culinary highlights of SF's 49 square miles" 
(http://www.sfgate.com/restaurants/article/Culinary-highlights-of-S-F-s-49-square-miles-
2308294.php). In the special issue, the San Francisco Chronicle food and wine staff scoured the 
49-square-mile city in search of the most interesting places to eat, buy and cook food in each of 
square miles on the grid. Cinderella Bakery was the main highlighted business for Square 16. 

                                                           
1https://archives.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/little-russia-from-russia-with-love/Slideshow/2728547 

http://www.sfgate.com/restaurants/article/Culinary-highlights-of-S-F-s-49-square-miles-2308294.php
http://www.sfgate.com/restaurants/article/Culinary-highlights-of-S-F-s-49-square-miles-2308294.php
https://archives.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/little-russia-from-russia-with-love/Slideshow/2728547


Cinderella Bakery was included in a book called "Images of American Russian San Francisco.” 
This book tells the history of the Richmond district and businesses that are part of the Russian 
culture.  

Cinderella Bakery has been mentioned in other publications, as well, such as Lonely Planet. 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Unknown. 

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Cinderella Bakery and Café supports local libraries, schools and religious places, including 
Jewish, Russian Orthodox and Catholic. This support comes in the form of food and donations, 
with a $5,000 donation to the Richmond District Library, which is commemorated on a placard 
on a bench on the property. 

Cinderella Bakery also donates to the Richmond district schools and Russian Children’s Welfare 
Society in the form of food and monetary donations and supported Russian Day in Union 
Square, donate to local schools, and clients who ask for support for charities. Some examples 
are the Dianne Feinstein Middle School, George Washington High School, McCoppin Elementary 
School and Little Star Elementary School, to which Cinderella Bakery donates gift cards for 
auctions held by the Parent-Teacher Associations of these schools.  

Cinderella Bakery aims to stay affordable and have very reasonable prices even with many 
improvements, investment into the business and ongoing costs of doing business in San 
Francisco. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

Cinderella Bakery and Café is committed to the neighborhood and the Richmond district. The 
bakery is a big part of the community and popular among numerous cultures. Aside from 
Russian-Americans, many patrons hail from the local Asian community. Tourists also patronize 
the business. Cinderella Bakery was mentioned in the Lonely Planet Guidebook for San 
Francisco as one of the unique places to visit near Golden Gate Park. 

Being in the same location as well as continually updating with the trends and incorporating the 
new with the old keeps attracting people and newer generations. The business has a diverse 
group of customers, which is what makes San Francisco great.  

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

No. 



h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

There are not that many small businesses that have been in the same location for as many 
years as Cinderella Bakery and Café. If the business were to shut down, the clients would miss 
the food and experience. It brings back memories, and there is no place with authentic food in 
this style or environment in San Francisco. Cinderella Bakery is a unique business in San 
Francisco as it sells many goods that are not as widely available in the Bay Area. Some of these 
Russian-specific goods are kvass, piroshki, honey cookies, kulich (Easter bread), paskha, pelmeni 
and vareniki (Russian dumplings), borscht, kompot, kharcho soup, shuba (herring salad) and 
other Russian goods that are “made from scratch” and unique to the bakery. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

The bakery is a local draw and is usually a popular weekend destination. The parklet and 
outside seating area make for a friendly and neighborhood space that people can visit and grab 
a bite to eat and take in the weather (if it is not foggy, which is characteristic of the 
neighborhood at times). The Inner Richmond is generally a quiet neighborhood; however, 
morning and lunch rushes on Friday, Saturday and Sunday make Cinderella Bakery a local 
gathering place, as well as destination for tourists visiting San Francisco. Also, with their 
“neighborly prices” as described by Lonely Planet, the business has long been a draw because 
of its quality products and affordability. 

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

Cinderella Bakery has a menu that is authentic and uses locally-sourced ingredients. The recipes 
are the same and everything is handmade the way it has always been. 

Popular among all cultures for both American and Russian Easter are piroshki, blini and 
dumplings, as well as the Easter bread kulich and specialty breads that can also be purchased in 
from Eastern European stores throughout the Bay Area. The dark bread recipes were handed 
down from Russia. These recipes have been passed down and maintained. Easter bread and 
paskha are Cinderella’s specialties. They are handmade by Mike Fishman every Easter for both 
the American and Russian Easter. It is a secret recipe. The process takes 16 hours for one batch. 
It also takes shaping and a slow fermentation to make such a unique kulich. Special pans are 
used. These pans were handed down from the original owners. The paskha is made using 
special shaped molds.  



c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

Since 2008, the business logo has featured a Russian nesting doll. The logo is on the exterior 
awning and on all packaging. It is familiar and easy to recognize. It is also on the delivery trucks. 

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Since 1953, the business at 436 Balboa Street has always been a bakery named Cinderella. The 
business has been owned by Russian-Americans since its inception, and the recipes were 
passed on to the current owners and the bakers trained by the former bakers. This has helped 
the business maintain its connection to the neighborhood, city and culture from which it came, 
and has largely remained an institution in the Richmond district.  













 





 



 



 







 



 











 



 



 

 



 







 



 

 







RICHMOND DISTRICT BLOG 
 

Cinderella Bakery is the belle of the ball after a 
face lift 
Posted on April 28, 2011 by Sarah B.  

 

 
The fresh new facade of Cinderella Russian Bakery & Cafe 

 

Cinderella Russian Bakery & Cafe at 436 Balboa must have gotten an invitation to the ball recently, because 
she’s all dolled up!  

The cafe underwent an exterior face lift and added a new awning, tables, chairs and window coverings, 
giving the cafe a fresh new look. 

The cafe was established in 1953 and is a neighborhood favorite for its authentic Russian pastries, meat 
pies and selection of entreés, soups and specialties.  

According to their website, they are also now offering hot and cold sandwiches, and salads. You can even 
email or call ahead for curbside pickup.  

Take that wicked stepsisters! Cinderella is stepping out. 

Sarah B. 

http://richmondsfblog.com/2011/04/28/cinderella-bakery-is-the-belle-of-the-ball-after-a-face-lift/
http://richmondsfblog.com/author/administrator/


 
Inset: the before shot of the cafe’s exterior. 
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Legacy Business Registry Case Report 

HEARING DATE: JULY 19, 2017 
Filing Date: June 22, 2017 
Case No.: 2017-008057LBR 
Business Name: Cinderella Bakery and Café   
Business Address: 436 Balboa Street 
Zoning: NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale)/ 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1548/027 
Applicant:  Mike Fishman, Owner 

436 Balboa Street 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

Nominated By: Supervisor Eric Mar, District 1 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
  
BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Cinderella Bakery and Café is a local Russian bakery, deli and restaurant located in and serving the 
Richmond District. Opened in 1953, Cinderella is the oldest authentic, home-style Russian bakery in the 
Bay Area. The founders of this Richmond District establishment were two sisters, Lydia Repin and 
Eugenia Belonogoff, who relocated to San Francisco from Harbin, China. The café has been serving 
home style, traditional Russian pastries and specialties since opening and has become a treasured 
neighborhood café, known for its time-honored, authentic recipes handed down through generations. 
Their signature prioshkis, pelmeni, beef stroganoff, and loaves of freshly baked Russian bread have 
become favorites among the neighborhood and have contributed to the café’s strong cultural and 
culinary presence in the Richmond. 
 
Cinderella Bakery and Café is located in an area of the Richmond District that is known as “Little 
Russia,” which extends from 17th Avenue to 27th Avenue around Geary Boulevard. This area is home to 
many Russian restaurants, shops, bakeries and Russian Orthodox Churches. Cinderella Bakery and 
Café contributes to Russian heritage in the area by continuing the culinary and cultural traditions that 
were started when the restaurant opened over 60 years ago. Not only does Cinderella Bakery and Café 
help continue Russian culinary heritage but also the restaurant remains dedicated to the community 
that has been welcoming since it opened. The restaurant sponsors the annual 3-day Russian Festival as 
well as donates to the many Russian Orthodox churches and synagogues and associated schools 
throughout San Francisco.  
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

1953 

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, Cinderella Bakery and Café qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it 
meets all of the eligibility Criteria: 

i. Cinderella Bakery and Café has operated for 64 years. 

ii. Cinderella Bakery and Café has contributed to the Richmond District’s history and 
identity by continuing Russian cultural and culinary traditions that have helped 
shaped the area in which the café resides.  

iii. Cinderella Bakery and Café is committed to maintaining the physical features and 
culinary traditions that define its significance among the Russian community of the 
Richmond District.  

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

The business is associated with traditional Russian dishes and goods such as kvass, piroshky, 
kulich, paskha, and vareniki.  

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

No. The 1915 property has not been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for 
potential historical significance. The property is considered a “Category B Property” that 
requires further review per the Planning Department’s CEQA review procedures for historical 
resources.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

No. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

Yes. Richmond District Blog, 4/28/2011, “Cinderella Bakery is the belle of the ball after a face 
lift,” by Sarah B.; SF Chronicle, 12/29/2016, “In the Richmond, a bounty of Russian food and 
community,” by Anna Roth; SF Chronicle, 9/25/2011, “Culinary highlights of SF’s 49 square 
miles.” 
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Case Number 2017-008057LBR; 2017-008059LBR; 2017-008060LBR 
Cinderella Bakery and Café; Donaldina Cameron House; Elite Sport 

Soccer 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 436 Balboa Street 
 
Recommended by Applicant 
• Traditional Russian recipes passed down since the opening of the café  
• Business logo that features a Russian nesting doll  
• The name “Cinderella Bakery and Café” 
 
Additional Recommended by Staff 
• Location in the Richmond District  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

www.sfplanning.org 

 

 

 
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution 

HEARING DATE JULY 19, 2017 
 
Case No.: 2017-008057LBR 
Business Name: Cinderella Bakery and Café   
Business Address: 436 Balboa Street 
Zoning: NC-2 (Neighborhood Commercial, Small Scale)/ 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 1548/027 
Applicant:  Mike Fishman, Owner 

436 Balboa Street 
San Francisco, CA 94118 

Nominated By: Supervisor Eric Mar, District 1 
Staff Contact: Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186 

stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 

ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR CINDERELLA BAKERY 
AND CAFÉ, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 436 BALBOA STREET (BLOCK/LOT 1548/027).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that 
longstanding, community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool 
for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their 
continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in 
San Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Richmond District neighborhood's history and 
identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on July 19, 2017, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 
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CASE NO. 2017-008057LBR  

436 Balboa Street 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
Cinderella Bakery and Café qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code 
Section 2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the 
community. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Cinderella Bakery and Cafe 
 
Location (if applicable) 

•   436 Balboa Street 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

• Traditional Russian recipes passed down since the opening of the café  
• Business logo that features a Russian nesting doll  
• The name “Cinderella Bakery and Café” 
• Location in the Richmond District  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2017-
008057LBR to the Office of Small Business.  
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on July 19, 2017. 

 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:   
 
ADOPTED:  
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