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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Brownies Hardware is a long-standing local hardware shop and repair service business located in the Nob
Hill neighborhood on Polk Street at the corner of Sacramento Street. Brownies first opened in 1905 under the
name “Brownie’s Bazaar” by Edgar Brownstone, but soon closed after its original location was destroyed in
the 1906 Earthquake and Fire. The business quickly re-opened at a new location in 1907 as “Brownie’s
Hardware” (the business name lost the apostrophe sometimes in the 1980s). Although it moved to various
locations since 1907, each location has always remained on Polk Street, including its current location.
Brownies Hardware has proven to be an integral part of the Nob Hill community as one of the businesses to
survive the 1906 Earthquake and Fire and also in the way it caters to the surrounding diverse neighborhood
by offering an inventory of hardware and repair services that reflects and caters to their diverse needs.
Brownies has been and continues to be a vital neighborhood asset and an advocate for the business
community in Nob Hill. Brownies also dedicates one display window as a Polk Street “history window,”
showcasing photos of the neighborhood throughout the years.
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years?
Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco
operations exceeding two years:
Golden Gate Avenue in 1905-1906 (one year)
1940-1944 Polk Street from 1907-1959 (52 years)
1952 Polk Street from 1959-1998 (39 years)
1563 Polk Street from 1998-Present (18 years)
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
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Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Nob Hill neighborhood’s history and identity.
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or
community:
•

Brownies Hardware is associated with the craft and tradition of offering a wide range of hardware
supplies and repair services to the surrounding residents and businesses.

•

Brownies Hardware has contributed to the Nob Hill community’s history and identity by continuing to be a
neighborhood-serving business that caters to the diverse hardware and repair service needs of the
community and by continuing to uphold its status as a long-standing neighborhood business that is
involved in community activities through the Polk District Merchants Association and citywide Council of
District Merchants.

•

The 1909 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential historical
significance. The property is considered a “Category A Property” that has been identified as being
individually eligible as part of the Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey.

•

The business has been cited in the following publications:
 San Francisco Business, October 1993, “Stephen Cornell: James R. Sylla Award.”
 The Independent, “”Amateur’ lobbyists fighting the good fight for merchant issues,” by Jean Choung.
 The San Francisco Bay Guardian, 4/26/2006, “Small Business Awards.”
 SF Chronicle, 12/7/2008, “Independents, chains have different strengths.”
 District 3 Herald, 07/2008, “Q & A with Stephen Cornell.”

•

Brownies Hardware has also been cited in a number of older publications, which are included in the
application packet.

CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
Yes, Brownies Hardware is committed to maintaining the physical features that define its tradition and craft of
offering individualized hardware and repair services to the diverse community that surrounds it.
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that Brownies Hardware qualifies for the Legacy
Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the
below listed physical features and traditions.
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Tradition of providing a wide array of hardware items and repair services to best help and serve the
diverse community.
• Original architectural characteristics of the building, specifically the exterior sheet metal framing.
• Its Polk Street “History Window” showcasing photos of the neighborhood throughout the years.
• Location on Polk Street.
• Storefront fenestration, entry sequence, and signage.
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include Brownies Hardware currently
located at 1563 Polk Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative
Code Section 2A.242.

Richard Kurylo, Manager
Legacy Business Program
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ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR
BROWNIES HARDWARE, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 1563 POLK STREET.
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, communityserving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a
significant risk of displacement; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define
the business; and
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on January 9, 2017, the San Francisco Small Business
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry application; therefore
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes Brownies Hardware in the Legacy
Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below
listed physical features and traditions at Brownies Hardware:
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business:
• Tradition of providing a wide array of hardware items and repair services to best help and serve the
diverse community.
• Original architectural characteristics of the building, specifically the exterior sheet metal framing.
• Its Polk Street “History Window” showcasing photos of the neighborhood throughout the years.
• Location on Polk Street.
• Storefront fenestration, entry sequence, and signage.
______________________________________________________________________________________

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on
January 9, 2017.

_________________________
Regina Dick-Endrizzi
Director

RESOLUTION NO. _________________________
Ayes –
Nays –
Abstained –
Absent –

SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION / SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE CENTER
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(415) 554-6134
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Application Review
Sheet
LBR-2015-16-039
Brownies Hardware
1563 Polk Street
District 3
Michael Yang, Owner
May 2, 2015
Supervisor Aaron Peskin

CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in
San Francisco operations exceeding two years?
X
Yes
No
Golden Gate Avenue in 1905-1906 (one year)
1940-1944 Polk Street from 1907-1959 (52 years)
1952 Polk Street from 1959-1998 (39 years)
1563 Polk Street from 1998-Present (18 years)
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a
particular neighborhood or community?
X
Yes
No
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?
X
Yes
No
NOTES: NA
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: November 7, 2016

Richard Kurylo
Manager, Legacy Business Program
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Kurylo, Richard (ECN)
From:
Subject:

LegacyBusiness (ECN)
D3 Legacy Business Nominees

From: Hepner, Lee (BOS)
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2016 9:55 AM
To: Thompson, Marianne (ECN)
Subject: FW: D3 Legacy Business Nominees
All of the below businesses should be nominated. Thanks!

From: Hepner, Lee (BOS)
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2016 2:33 PM
To: Dick-Endrizzi, Regina (ECN); Cheng, Carol (ECN)
Subject: D3 Legacy Business Nominees
-

Brownie’s Hardware
Caffe Grecco
Caffe Trieste
The Cinch
Fog Hill Market
Golden Gate Fortune Cookie
Gypsy Rosalie’s Vintage & Wig Shop
Le Beau Market (nominated 5/2/2016)
Macchiarini Creative Design
Mario’s Bohemian Cigar Store Café
Pier 23 Café
Sam Wo
Swann Oyster Depot
The Humidor
VIP Café
Yone Bead Shop SF

Lee Hepner
Legislative Aide
Supervisor Aaron Peskin
415.554.7450 office
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Application

Section Two:
Business Location(s).
List the business address of the original San Francisco location, the start date of business, and the dates of operation at
the original location. Check the box indicating whether the original location of the business in San Francisco is the
founding location of the business. If the business moved from its original location and has had additional addresses in
San Francisco, identify all other addresses and the dates of operation at each address. For businesses with more than
one location, list the additional locations in section three of the narrative.
ORIGINAL SAN FRANCISCO ADDRESS:

ZIP CODE:

START DATE OF BUSINESS
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IS THIS LOCATION THE FOUNDING LOCATION OF THE BUSINESS?

DATES OF OPERATION AT THIS LOCATON

No
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OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:
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OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:
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OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:
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OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
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DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
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End:
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DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
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End:
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DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:

OTHER ADDRESSES (if applicable):

ZIP CODE:

DATES OF OPERATION
Start:
End:
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Brownies Hardware
Historical Narrative
Criterion 1
a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco to the
present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, include the history
of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the business’s founding and or
headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all other locations.
Brownies Hardware was founded and established by Edgar Brownstone in 1905 under the business
name of Brownie’s Bazaar. By 1906, the business had taken off and was booming until the Earthquake
and Fire of 1906. Brownie’s Bazaar suffered a major loss when the building burned down. It reopened
in 1907 under the new business name of Brownie’s Hardware in a new location at 1940, 1942, and
1944 Polk Street. The business lasted for some time in this location until they had to relocate once
more in 1959, at which time they moved to 1952 Polk Street. In 1998, Brownies once again had to
relocate to 1563 Polk Street, where they have been operating to the present day.
Brownies Hardware has had several different owners throughout the course of its history. The original
owner, Edgar Brownstone, founded Brownie’s Bazaar and owned and operated the business from 1905
until 1945. At an uncertain point before 1939, Mr. Brownstone changed the name of the business to
Brownie’s Hardware. He sold the business to Bud Gallaber who owned and operated the store from
1945 to 1950. Mr. Gallaber then sold Brownie’s Hardware to Fred and Leeland Cornell, who owned and
operated the business until 1974. In 1974, Leeland’s son Stephen Cornell purchased the business from
his father and operated it until 2013, when it was purchased by its current owner, Michael Yang.
The apostrophe in Brownie’s dropped out of the name sometime in the 1980s.
Over the years, Brownies Hardware has proven to be an integral part of the Nob Hill community. The
hardware store was central to the creation of the Old West themed “Polk Gulch” neighborhood for the
1939 commemoration of Treasure Island and the opening of both the San Francisco-Oakland Bay
Bridge the Golden Gate Bridge. In 2006, the Brownies was honored among businesses that had
survived the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and Fire. The business has been mentioned in numerous
publications including San Francisco local newspapers as well as industry magazines. Although the
ownership has changed hands numerous times, the tradition of the store remains unchanged, being a
neighborhood asset and advocate for the business community in Nob Hill.
b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco for
more than six months?
Brownies Hardware burned in the Earthquake and Fire of 1906 and remained closed until it relocated to
its Polk Street location in 1907. The only other instance that Brownies Hardware had closed its doors
was after the Loma Prieta Earthquake of 1989.
c. Is the business a family owned business? If so, give the generational history of the business.
Brownies Hardware is not a family owned business.
d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a family
owned business.
The ownership of Brownies Hardware has been passed down to various owners since it has first
opened its doors. Edgar Brownstone, the founder of Brownie’s Bazar (Brownie’s Hardware) owned and
operated the business from 1905 until 1945 when he sold the business to Bud Gallaber. Bud Gallaber

owned Brownie’s Hardware from 1945 to 1950. In 1950, Bud Gallaber sold Brownie’s Hardware to Fred
and Leeland Cornell. Brownie’s Hardware was owned and operated by both Fred and Leeland until
1974. From 1974 to 2013 Stephen Cornell owned and operated the business until 2014 when he sold
the Brownies Hardware to Michael Yang.
e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less than 30
years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the business prior to current
ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please use the list of supplemental
documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to
current ownership.
The current owner, Michael Yang has owned the business for less than 30 years. Please see the
attached documentation for proof of existence of business.
f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated with the
business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry.
The building itself, while not listed on a historic registry, is located in a one story building on the corner
of Polk and Sacramento Streets. The building, built in 1909, is brick with detailed sheet metal framing,
with original detail that dates to the early 1920s.
Criterion 2
a. Describe the business’s contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, community or
San Francisco.
Brownies Hardware has been a part of the Nob Hill community since 1907 when it first re-opened its
doors after the Earthquake and Fire of 1906. Brownies Hardware uses its window displays to depict its
history in Nob Hill, with historic images of Polk Street (formerly known as Polk Gulch) and the early
years of Brownies Hardware.
b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the City, or the
business industry?
In 1939, a year long fair took place in San Francisco to commemorate the opening of Treasure Island
and the openings of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge and the Golden Gate Bridge. As part of the
celebration, each merchants association decided to hold its own unique interpretation of the city’s
history. Brownies was located on Polk Street and the theme was Old West and the neighborhood was
renamed Polk Gulch, a name that is still associated with the area. The businesses along the street put
up temporary facades to give the appearance of an old western town.
In 2006, the 100th anniversary of the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and Fire was commemorated,
with a list of surviving businesses published in a list by the City. Brownies Hardware among many was
included in this list, and these businesses were honored at a ceremony outside the Polk Street location.
State Senator Mark Leno, Mayor Gavin Newsom, and representatives attended the ceremony from the
other surviving businesses as well.
c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade
publication, media, historical documents?
Brownies Hardware has been mentioned in a plethora of industry publications and media. One of the
earliest publications was a prominent feature in Hardware World, an industry publication that
announced in a press release that Brownies Hardware was to be awarded a 50-Year Club Membership
to Hardware World, in 1959.

In a 1993 edition of San Francisco Business, owner Stephen Cornell was awarded the James R. Sylla
Award the SF Chamber of Commerce and was prominently featured in the magazine. Brownies
Hardware was also featured in a 2004 article regarding a ballot proposition published in the SF
Examiner. Among others, Brownies Hardware has been featured in the District 3 Herald, The
Independent, the San Francisco Chronicle, the San Francisco Bay Guardian, and the Nob Hill Notables
local newspaper.
d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person?
As the business has been entrenched in the neighborhood for over 100 years, many historical figures in
San Francisco history have frequented the store. Many of these people include State Senator Mark
Leno, and current and former mayors Ed Lee, Gavin Newsom, Willie Brown, Joseph Alioto, Dianne
Feinstein, Elmer Robinson, and Frank Jordan.
e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community?
Every owner of Brownies Hardware has had a close affiliation with the neighborhood Merchants
Association (Polk District Merchants Association) and the citywide Council of District Merchants.
Former owner Stephen Cornell was the President of the San Francisco Small Business Commission
and has been an advocate for small businesses in the City since 1976. The business has also been
serving its local neighborhood for over 100 years, demonstrating its commitment by remaining on the
1500 block of Polk Street throughout several natural disasters and relocations.
f. Provide a description of the community the business serves.
Brownies Hardware has been located in Polk Gulch throughout its entire history. The community it
serves is a mixture of local residents from Nob Hill, Pacific Heights, Russian Hill, the Tenderloin, and
Civic Center. The business is a true neighborhood-serving business as it has been located on the same
block for its entire history. The Polk Street corridor consists of a very diverse mix of businesses from a
very old funeral parlor to Swan’s Oyster Depot, to a mixture of restaurants and bars, some of which
have been long-standing neighborhood assets such as the Cinch, and others that are more recent
arrivals.
g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant building/structure/site/ object/or interior?
The building itself is not a historic landmark however it dates back to just after the 1906 San Francisco
Earthquake and Fire, having been built in 1909, as most of the other buildings on Polk Street. The
building has a brick exterior with a sheet metal framing that is all original construction and characteristic
of the greater commercial corridor.
h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut down, etc.?
Brownies Hardware is truly a neighborhood-serving business that has helped to shape the Polk Gulch
neighborhood. Many businesses have come and gone on Polk Street, however Brownies Hardware has
outlasted them all and has provided the community with hardware and house-ware goods for over 100
years. Brownies Hardware is an essential part of the neighborhood, as a hardware store is a needed
service, along with a bank, pharmacy, shoe repair, and other types of locally oriented businesses that
define a neighborhood commercial corridor. If the business were to relocate or shut down, Polk Street
would be losing one of its anchor businesses that have had a large part in defining Polk Gulch as the
neighborhood that it is today.
Criterion 3

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character.
Brownies Hardware is largely customized to the neighborhood that it serves. The surrounding
neighborhoods largely consist of multi-unit apartment buildings and other local businesses and
therefore the inventory reflects this. Brownies serves the local residents, property managers, local
businesses, and the people who work in those businesses. The inventory largely reflects the needs of
this clientele by consisting of indoor furnishings, paint, small appliances, kitchenware, and interior repair
products. The business also provides customized services for local residents.
b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions that define
the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to retain the businesses
historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, culinary, or art forms)
Brownies Hardware is a neighborhood-serving business that has been providing the community with
these essential goods and services for over 100 years. There is no definition of the historical traditions
of the hardware industry necessarily, however wherever there are people living in dwelling, there is a
need for hardware and repair services. This can vary based on location, however the neighborhood
hardware store is largely exemplified by the community in which it is located. Brownies Hardware is an
example of a neighborhood-serving business in that it specifically caters to its local community.
c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical features that
define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical characteristics of the space
occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural details, neon signs, etc.).Does the
building occupied by the business relate to the immediate neighborhood?
Brownies Hardware has maintained the original architectural characteristics of the building in which it is
located, specifically by having the exterior sheet metal framing duplicated and recast. These features
are largely characteristic of the neighborhood and can be found throughout Polk Street. Brownies also
dedicates one of the windows as a Polk Street “history window.” Located here, one can find everchanging displays of the neighborhood including photos of the neighborhood throughout the years.
Brownies has been installing these displays since 1998 in hopes of maintaining the traditions of Polk
Gulch.
d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less than
30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the current owner has
maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, including craft, culinary, or art
forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate
the existence of the business prior to current ownership.
Please see the documents included in the Legacy Business Registry application.
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November 7, 2016
2016-014707LBR
Brownies Hardware
1563 Polk Street
NCD (Polk Street Neighborhood Commercial)/
65-A Height and Bulk District
0643/001
Michael Yang, Owner
1563 Polk Street
San Francisco, CA 94109
Supervisor Aaron Peskin, District 3
Stephanie Cisneros - (415) 575-9186
stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org
Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822
tim.frye @sfgov.org

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION
Brownies Hardware is a long-standing local hardware shop and repair service business located in the
Nob Hill Polk Gulch neighborhood on Polk Street at the corner of Sacramento Street. Brownies first
opened in 1905 under the name “Brownie’s Bazaar” by Edgar Brownstone but soon closed after its
original location on Golden Gate Avenue was destroyed in the 1906 Earthquake and Fire. The business
quickly re-opened at a new location on Polk Street in 1907 as “Brownie’s Hardware” (the business name
lost the apostrophe sometimes in the 1980s) and, although it moved to various locations since 1907, each
location has always remained on Polk Street, including its current location. It is presently located in a 19th
Century Commercial one-story building that was designed by architect William Knowles and constructed
in 1909.
Brownies Hardware has proven to be an integral part of the Nob Hill community as one of the businesses
to survive the 1906 Earthquake and Fire and also in the way it caters to the surrounding diverse
neighborhood by offering an inventory of hardware and repair services that reflects and caters to their
diverse needs. Local residents, property managers, businesses and people who work at these businesses
all utilize the array of (items) and services that Brownies provides for their respective needs. Brownies
has been and continues to be a vital neighborhood asset and an advocate for the business community in
Nob Hill. Being able to serve the Nob Hill Polk Gulch neighborhood for over 100 years, surviving several
natural disasters and relocations has proven Brownies Hardware’s dedication to the neighborhood and its
perseverance in remaining an anchor as a neighborhood-serving business. As a way of portraying its
existence and involvement in the neighborhood and promoting the neighborhood’s history, Brownies

www.sfplanning.org
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Case Number 2016-014707LBR; 2016-014912LBR; 2016-014698LBR
Brownie’s Hardware; Good Vibrations; Joe’s Ice Cream

dedicates one display window as a Polk Street “history window,” showcasing photos of the
neighborhood throughout the years.

STAFF ANALYSIS
Review Criteria
1.

When was business founded?
1906

2.

Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how?
Yes, Brownies Hardware qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all
of the eligibility Criteria:
i.

3.

Brownies Hardware has operated for 110 years.

ii.

Brownies Hardware has contributed to the Nob Hill Polk Gulch community’s history
and identity by continuing to uphold its status as a long-standing neighborhood
business that is involved in community activities through the Polk District Merchants
Association and citywide Council of District Merchants and continues to be a
neighborhood-serving business that caters to the diverse hardware and repair service
needs of the community.

iii.

Brownies Hardware is committed to maintaining the physical features that define its
tradition and craft of offering individualized hardware and repair services to the
diverse community that surrounds it.

Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition?
The business is associated with the craft and tradition of offering a wide range of hardware
supplies and repair services to the surrounding residents and businesses.

4.

Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture?
Yes. The 1909 property has been previously evaluated by the Planning Department for potential
historical significance. The property is considered a “Category A Property” that has been
identified as being individually eligible as part of the Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey.

5.

Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?
No.

6.

Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?
No.

7.

Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.?
Yes. San Francisco Business, October 1993, “Stephen Cornell: James R. Sylla Award;” The
Independent, “’Amateur’ lobbyists fighting the good fight for merchant issues,” by Jean Choung;
The San Francisco Bay Guardian, 4/26/2006, “Small Business Awards;” SF Chronicle, 12/7/2008,
“Independents, chains have different strengths;” District 3 Herald, 07/2008, “Q & A with Stephen
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Cornell.” Brownies Hardware has also been cited in a number of older publications, which are
included in the application packet.

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
Location(s) associated with the business:
 1563 Polk Street
Recommended by Applicant
 Tradition of providing a wide array of hardware items and repair services to best help and serve
the diverse community
 Original architectural characteristics of the building, specifically the exterior sheet metal framing
 Its Polk Street “History Window” showcasing photos of the neighborhood throughout the years
Additional Recommended by Staff
 Location on Polk Street
 Storefront fenestration, entry sequence, and signage
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1650 Mission St.
Suite 400
San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

HEARING DATE DECEMBER 7, 2016
Case No.:
Business Name:
Business Address:
Zoning:
Block/Lot:
Applicant:

Nominated By:
Staff Contact:
Reviewed By:

ADOPTING

FINDINGS

Reception:
415.558.6378

2016-014698LBR
Joe's Ice Cream
5420 Geary Boulevard
NC-3(Neighborhood Commercial, Moderate Scale)/
40-X Height and Bulk District
1450/019A
Sang Bank Kim and Sohyang Kim, Owners
5240 Geary Boulevard
San Francisco, CA 94118
Supervisor Eric Mar, District 1
Stephanie Cisneros -(415)575-9186
stephanie.cisneros@sfgov.org
Tim Frye — (415)575-6822
tim.frye @sfgov.org
RECOMMENDING

TO

THE

SMALL

BUSINESS

Fax:
415.558.6409
Planning
Information:
415.558.6377

COMMISSION

APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR JOE'S ICE CREAM,
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 5420 GEARY BOULEVARD(BLOCK/LOT 1450/019A).
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding,
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and
success; and
WHEREAS,the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Richmond District neighborhood's history and

identity; and
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that
define the business; and
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on December 7, 2016, the Historic Preservation
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business
Registry nomination.
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Resolution No. 839
December 7, 2016

CASE NO. 2016-014698LBR
5420 Geary Boulevard

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that
Joe's Ice Cream qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for Joe's Ice Cream.
Location (if applicable)
•

5420 Geary Boulevard

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business
Original menu boards
• "Home-made Ice Cream" signs
• Original hotfudge warmer
• Cone dipping machine
• Black vinyl stools
• Formica counters
• Tradition of hiring neighborhood kids
• Tradition ofsupporting local schools by participating in fundraising programs and offering Joe's
award program
• The "ice cream tour"
• Multitude of traditional and unique ice cream flavors
• Location on Geary Boulevard
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission's findings and
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section
15064.5(a).
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2016014698LBR to the Office of Small Business.
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED
on December 7, 2016.

the

istoric Preservation Commission

Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary
AYES:

Johns, Hyland,Johnck, Pearlman, Matsuda, Wolfram

NOES:

None

ABSENT:

Hasz

ADOPTED:

December 7, 2016

SAN FRANCISCD
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

2

