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BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 
Located at 5267 3rd Street, the Jazz Room has been a neighborhood fixture since 1962. The business 
opened during a time of simmering unrest in the Bayview Hunters Point community. African-Americans that 
made the neighborhood their home after World War II were coming to terms with the legacy of 
marginalization, disinvestment and segregation of a community many in power considered on the outskirts of 
San Francisco. This unrest channeled the sense of community. Community-based organizations committed 
to neighborhood improvement were born. In this environment, The Jazz Room opened as a venue that would 
offer live music and drinks designed to cater to the social and entertainment needs of the evolving 
community. Although The Jazz Room has always served alcohol (classified as a “tavern” in early directory 
listings), it was envisioned to be more than just another neighborhood “bar,” hence the name. 
 
Although it could not be confirmed, it is possible that The Jazz Room originated at a different location along 
3rd Street prior to 1962. An article in the San Francisco Chronicle in 1960 discussing the growth of musical 
venues devoted to jazz in the city mentioned “The Jazz Room” as a venue “out on Third Street.” No address 
was given, and no other evidence could be found along 3rd Street in telephone directories from 1959 to 
1961. The first directory listing for The Jazz Room is at 5267 3rd Street was in 1962. 
 
According to a brief mention in the San Francisco Chronicle, The Jazz Room had a “grand reopening” on 
December 29, 1962, with new managers R.L. (Bob) Peagler and Phelep Frieson at the helm. The business 
has been in continuous operation since that day in 1962 and has been owned and operated by the same 
family since 1964. According to current owner, Bernedette Smith, the property and venue were purchased 
from Mr. Peagler by her sister and brother-in-law, Geraldine and John Bates, in 1964. Ms. Bates passed 
away in 1994 (preceded in death by her husband). The property and venue were left to Ms. Bates's siblings: 
Carl Dwyer, Bernardine Thompson, and Bernedette Smith. Mr. Dwyer and Ms. Thompson willingly 
transferred their interests in the property to Bernedette Smith. Quen Smith, the daughter of Bernedette Smith, 
is currently taking an active role in the management of The Jazz Room after her recent retirement.  
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CRITERION 1: Has the applicant operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years? 
 
Yes, the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San Francisco 
operations exceeding two years: 
 
5267 3rd Street from 1962 to Present (56 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community? 
 
Yes, the applicant has contributed to the Bayview neighborhood’s history and identity. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommended the applicant as qualifying, noting the following ways 
the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a particular neighborhood or 
community: 
 
• The Jazz Room is associated with jazz music. 
 
• The Jazz Room has contributed to the history and identity of the Bayview neighborhood by serving as a 

music venue and bar. 
 
• Two notable Jazz performers played at The Jazz Room: John Handy III and Mary Stallings performed in 

1962. 
 
• The business has been cited in the following publications: 

 San Francisco Chronicle, September 25, 1960. 
 Soul of America Website. 

 
• The Jazz Room is cited in the African American Citywide Historic Statement as one of the business along 

the Third Street corridor. Jazz, generally, is also written about extensively in the context statement. 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that define 
the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms? 
 
Yes, the Jazz Room is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define the 
organization. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that the Jazz Room qualifies for the Legacy Business 
Registry under Administrative Code Section 2A.242(b)(2) and recommends safeguarding of the below listed 
physical features and traditions. 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Live performance space. 
• Typical bar interior layout. 
• Signage. 
• Awning. 
 
CORE PHYSICAL FEATURE OR TRADITION THAT DEFINES THE BUSINESS 
Following is the core physical feature or tradition that defines the business that would be 
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required for maintenance of the business on the Legacy Business Registry.  
• Bar featuring jazz music. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the San Francisco Small Business Commission include the Jazz Room currently 
located at 5267 3rd Street in the Legacy Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code 
Section 2A.242. 
 
 
Richard Kurylo, Program Manager 
Legacy Business Program 
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Small Business Commission 
Draft Resolution 

 
HEARING DATE APRIL 9, 2018 

 
THE JAZZ ROOM 

 
LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 

 
 

Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-033 
Business Name:  The Jazz Room 
Business Address:  5267 3rd Street 
District:   District 10 
Applicant:   Bernedette Smith, Owner 
Nomination Date:  February 9, 2018 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Malia Cohen 
Staff Contact:   Richard Kurylo 

legacybusiness@sfgov.org 
 
 
ADOPTING FINDINGS APPROVING THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY APPLICATION FOR THE 
JAZZ ROOM, CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 5267 3RD STREET. 
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business maintains 
a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, community-
serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing educational and 
promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; or 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for more than 20 years but less than 30 
years, has had no break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years, has significantly contributed to 
the history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in the Registry, faces a 
significant risk of displacement; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that define 
the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on April 9, 2018, the San Francisco Small Business 
Commission reviewed documents and correspondence, and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry application; therefore 
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BE IT RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission hereby includes the Jazz Room in the Legacy 
Business Registry as a Legacy Business under Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission recommends safeguarding the below 
listed physical features and traditions at the Jazz Room: 
 
Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business: 
• Live performance space. 
• Typical bar interior layout. 
• Signage. 
• Awning. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Small Business Commission requires maintenance of the below listed 
core physical feature or tradition to maintain the Jazz Room on the Legacy Business Registry: 
• Bar featuring jazz music. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Small Business Commission on 
April 9, 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________ 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi 
Director 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION NO. _________________________ 
 
Ayes –  
Nays –  
Abstained –  
Absent –  
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Application No.:  LBR-2017-18-033 
Business Name:   The Jazz Room 
Business Address:   5267 3rd Street 
District:   District 10 
Applicant:    Bernedette Smith, Owner 
Nomination Date:   February 9, 2018 
Nominated By:   Supervisor Malia Cohen 
 
CRITERION 1: Has the applicant has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no 
break in San Francisco operations exceeding two years?  X Yes   No 
 
5267 3rd Street from 1962 to Present (56 years) 
 
CRITERION 2: Has the applicant contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 
particular neighborhood or community?  X Yes   No 
 
CRITERION 3: Is the applicant committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms?  X Yes   No 
 
NOTES: NA 
 
DELIVERY DATE TO HPC: February 21, 2018 
 
 
Richard Kurylo 
Manager, Legacy Business Program 
 

Legacy  
Business  
Registry 

Application Review 
Sheet 
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February 9, 2018 
 
Office of Small Business 
Attn: Small Business Commission 
City Hall, Room 110 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, California 94102 
 
The Jazz Room 
Attn: Bernedette Smith 
5267 3rd Street 
San Francisco, California 94124 
(415) 822-5719 
 
Re: Legacy Business Nomination for the Jazz Room 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am writing to express my support for Ms. Bernedette Smith’s application to recognize the Jazz 
Room as a Legacy Business. 
 
The name itself – Jazz Room – reinforces the historical bonds between the African American 
community and the art form of jazz. The Jazz Room opened in 1962 as a venue that offered live 
music and drinks to cater to the social and entertainment needs of an evolving community.  
 
In 1964, the Jazz Room was purchased by Geraldine Bates, an African-American resident of 
the Bayview- Hunters Point community.  After 30 years of operations, Ms. Bates conveyed 
ownership to her sister, Ms. Bernadette Smith, continuing the chain of African-American 
ownership for nearly 55 years. The Jazz Room has grounded its cultural and historical 
significance in the Bayview-Hunters Point community. Ms. Smith’s family-owned business is a 
critical asset to the city of San Francisco. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Malia Cohen 
Member, Board of Supervisors 









THE JAZZ ROOM 
Section 4: Written Historical Narrative 

CRITERION 1 

a. Provide a short history of the business from the date the business opened in San Francisco 
to the present day, including the ownership history. For businesses with multiple locations, 
include the history of the original location in San Francisco (including whether it was the 
business's founding and or headquartered location) and the opening dates and locations of all 
other locations. 

Located at 5267 3rd Street, the Jazz Room has been a neighborhood fixture since 1962.  

Although it could not be confirmed, it is possible that The 
Jazz Room originated at a different location along 3rd 
Street prior to 1962. An article in the San Francisco 
Chronicle in 1960 discussing the growth of musical venues 
devoted to jazz in the city mentioned “The Jazz Room” as a 
venue “out on Third Street.” No address was given, and no 
other evidence could be found along 3rd Street in 
telephone directories from 1959 to 1961. The first directory 
listing for The Jazz Room is at 5267 3rd Street was in 1962. 
The same space was Marcelina’s Beauty Nook from 1953-
1958 and vacant from 1959-1961. 

According to a brief mention in the San Francisco Chronicle, 
The Jazz Room had a “grand reopening” on Dec 29, 1962, 
with new managers R.L. (Bob) Peagler and Phelep Frieson 
at the helm. According to current owner, Bernedette Smith, 
the property and venue were purchased from Mr. Peagler by her sister and brother-in-law, 
Geraldine and John Bates, in 1964. Ms. Bates passed away in 1994 (preceded in death by her 
husband). The property and venue were left to Ms. Bates's siblings: Carl Dwyer, Bernardine 
Thompson, and Bernedette Smith. Mr. Dwyer and Ms. Thompson willingly transferred their 
interests in the property to Bernedette Smith. Quen Smith, the daughter of Ms. Bernedette is 
currently taking an active role in the management of The Jazz Room after her recent retirement. 

The Jazz Room has been in continuous operation since 1962, and has been owned and operated 
by the same family since 1964. According to Ms. Smith, she have every intention of keeping The 
Jazz Room a family owned and operated establishment for the foreseeable future. 

b. Describe any circumstances that required the business to cease operations in San Francisco 
for more than six months? 



The Jazz Room has been in continuous operation in San Francisco since it was established in its 
present location in 1962.  

c. Is the business a family-owned business? If so, give the generational history of the 
business. 

Following is the ownership history of The Jazz Room since 1962: 

1962 - 1964:  R.L. (Bob) Peagler and Phelep Frieson 
1964 - 1967:  Geraldine Bates and John Bates 
1967 - 1994: Bernedette Smith, Carl Dwyer and Bernardine Thompson (Geraldine 

Bates passed away and the property/venue was willed to her siblings) 
1994 - Present: Bernedette Smith (Carl Dwyer and Bernardine Thompson transferred 

ownership to their sister, Bernedette Smith) 

The Jazz Room has been family owned since 1964. 

d. Describe the ownership history when the business ownership is not the original owner or a 
family-owned business. 

See response above. 

Not much is known about the 1962 owners of The Jazz Room. Robert L (Bob) Peagler lived with 
his family in the Bayview prior to opening the venue. He was a City employee in 1960. Research 
suggest that he was one of the thousands of southern migrates that settled in San Francisco 
after World War II. A little more is known about his wife, Fannie Jo. She was an educator for 
many years, working in schools in and around BVHP. During the 1990s, she was the Principal at 
Visitacion Valley Elementary School. She retired from the San Francisco Unified School District 
after decades of service. 

Unfortunately, no information was found about Robert L. Peagler's business partner Mr. 
Frieson. 

When the Jazz Room changed ownership 1964, it was purchased by another African-American 
resident of the community, Geraldine Bates. Ms. Bates operated the business for 30 years. 
Ownership was conveyed to her sister, Ms. Bernedette, continuing the chain of African-
American ownership for nearly 55 years, over 50 as a woman-owned business. 

e. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30 years, the applicant will need to provide documentation of the existence of the 
business prior to current ownership to verify it has been in operation for 30+ years. Please 
use the list of supplemental documents and/or materials as a guide to help demonstrate the 
existence of the business prior to current ownership. 



Documentation of the existence of the business prior to the current ownership is provided in 
this application. 

f. Note any other special features of the business location, such as, if the property associated 
with the business is listed on a local, state, or federal historic resources registry. 

The property is listed by the Planning Department as “Category B” (Properties Requiring Further 
Consultation and Review) with regard to the California Environmental Quality Act. 

CRITERION 2 

a. Describe the business's contribution to the history and/or identity of the neighborhood, 
community or San Francisco. 

Jazz is an art form closely associated with the African American experience. So not surprisingly, 
the story of jazz in San Francisco is forever linked to the rise and fall of the Fillmore. The clubs 
and bars that hosted live music are as legendary as the jazz greats that performed there. 

The Harlem of the West story is well known. Yet, the story of live music venues in the city's 
other predominantly African-American neighborhood, Bayview-Hunters Point (BVHP), has yet 
to be told. When that story is final researched and told, no doubt the existence of The Jazz 
Room will be singled out for its original concept and its amazing longevity. 

The Jazz Room opened in December 1962 – a time of simmering unrest in the BVHP 
community. African-Americans that made the neighborhood their home after World War II 
were coming to terms with the legacy of marginalization, disinvestment and segregation of a 
community many in power considered on the outskirts of San Francisco. This unrest channeled 
the sense of community. Community-based organizations committed to neighborhood 
improvement were born. African-American leaders began to emerge to challenge the 
destructive policies from “downtown.” Bayview-Hunters Point was becoming a neighborhood 
that would no longer be ignored. 

In this environment, The Jazz Room opened as a venue that would offer live music and drinks 
designed to cater to the social and entertainment needs of the evolving community. Although 
The Jazz Room has always served alcohol (classified as a “tavern” in early directory listings), it 
was envisioned to be more than just another neighborhood “bar,” hence the name. As stated, 
African-Americans and jazz are bonded by history. A venue on 3rd Street calling itself “The Jazz 
Room” conveyed the message that “We Are Here, Join us!” And, yes, The Jazz Room was 
opened by an African-American resident from the neighborhood. 

b. Is the business (or has been) associated with significant events in the neighborhood, the 
city, or the business industry? 



The Jazz Room hosted victory parties after the election/reelection of President Obama. In 
recent years, The Jazz Room has participated in the Butchertown Street Festival that is held 
adjacent to the venue. 

c. Has the business ever been referenced in an historical context? Such as in a business trade 
publication, media, or historical documents? 

Bayview-Hunters Point has gone through a lot of changes since The Jazz Room opened. The 
neighborhood is no longer majority African-American. The remnants of the past struggles are 
becoming lost as the community transition continues. The Jazz Room is one of those precious 
remnants that must be preserved. It was and is an important part of the legacy of the African-
American experience in San Francisco and Bayview-Hunters Point. 

d. Is the business associated with a significant or historical person? 

Two notable Jazz performers played at The Jazz Room: John Handy III and Mary Stallings 
performed in 1962.  

John Richard Handy III (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Handy, born February 3, 1933, in 
Dallas, Texas) was an American jazz musician most commonly associated with the alto 
saxophone, although he also sang and played tenor and baritone saxophone, saxello, clarinet 
and oboe. Handy first came to prominence while working for Charles Mingus in the 19505. In 
the 1960s, Handy led several groups, among them a quintet with Michael White, violin; Jerry 
Hahn, guitar; Don Thompson, bass; and Terry Clarke, drums. This group's performance at the 
1965 Monterey Jazz Festival was recorded and 
released as an album. Handy received Grammy 
nominations for "Spanish Lady" (jazz 
performance) and "If Only We Knew" (jazz 
composition). Handy has also taught music 
history and performance at San Francisco State 
University, Stanford University, the University of 
California, Berkeley, the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music and other schools. 

Mary Stallings (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Stallings, born August 16, 1939) was an 
American jazz vocalist and mother of soul singer Adriana Evans. Mary Stallings was born in San 
Francisco, California, one of 11 children. She grew up in the neighborhood of Laurel Heights, 

singing in the Black gospel choir of the First African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. By her teens, Stallings 
began singing in San Francisco-area night clubs such as 
the Hungry i, The Purple Onion and El Matador. She 
performed with such artists as Ben Webster, Cal Tjader, 
Earl Hines, Red Mitchell, Teddy Edwards and the 
Montgomery brothers (Wes, Monk, and Buddy). Before 
graduating from high school, she joined R&B pioneer 
Louis Jordan's Tympani Five. In the early 1960s, she 

Figure 1. SF Chron. Dec. 1962 

Figure 2. SF Chron. Dec. 1962 (sp. Stallings, not 
"Stawlings" 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Handy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Stallings


performed with Dizzy Gillespie at San Francisco's Black Hawk nightclub and eventually with 
Gillespie at the 1965 Monterey Jazz Festival. She is perhaps best known for her 1961 
collaboration with vibraphonist Cal Tjader on the album Cal Tjader Plays, Mary Stallings Sings on 
Fantasy Records. She has shared the bill with singers such as Joe Williams, Tony Bennett and Ella 
Fitzgerald. From 1969-1972, she had a three-year residency as the Count Basie Orchestra “girl 
singer.” In 1972, in semi-retirement, she gave birth to her only child, R&B singer Adriana Evans. 
Mary Stallings has played at the Monterey Jazz Festival in 1965, 1995, 2003 and 2013.  

e. How does the business demonstrate its commitment to the community? 

Although the Jazz Room does not have regularly scheduled jazz performances, the owners do 
acknowledge the establishment's roots as a music venue for the community. The Jazz Room 
hosts semi-regular DJ music by local residents as well as the occasional band performance. 
When President Obama was elected /reelected, The Jazz Room hosted “Obama Parties.” 
However, the most notable commitment to the community is the owner's support for regular 
barbecue preparations on her property that are served to those in need, free of charge. Ms. 
Bernedette also participates in the newly founded “Butchertown Street Festival” hosted on 
Lane Street behind The Jazz Room. 

f. Provide a description of the community the business serves. 

The Jazz Room serves the Bayview-Hunters Point community, a community that was once 
predominantly African-American. 

According to the 2010 U.S. Census, Bayview-Hunters Point had the highest percentage of 
African-Americans among San Francisco neighborhoods, home to 21.5% of the city's Black 
population, and they were the predominant ethnic group in the Bayview. Census figures 
showed the percentage of African-Americans in Bayview declined from 48% in 2000 to 33.7% in 
2010, while the percentage of Asian and White ethnicity increased from 24% and 10%, 
respectively, to 30.7% and 12.1%. However the eastern part of the neighborhood had a 
population of 12,308 and is still roughly 53% African-American. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayview-Hunters_Point,_San_Francisco) 

Today, African Americans still makes up the highest percentage of BVHP neighborhood 
residents, but not the majority of previous decades (i.e., not over 51%). 

Historically the neighborhood has been a working class/ blue family with a high rate of 
homeownership with pockets of residents living in public housing. The community has long 
been the focus of “revitalization” efforts, both internally and externally led. In recent years, the 
decades of investment in the community have arguably paid off. New businesses are willing to 
open in long-vacant 3rd Street storefronts. Mid- to large-scale housing developments have 
been completed with more on the horizon. The massive Hunters Point Shipyard redevelopment 
and the rebuilding of decayed public housing units are underway. Amidst these changes, the 
majority of The Jazz Room customers are still the “regulars” – the African-Americans residents 
that have long connections to the neighborhood. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bayview-Hunters_Point,_San_Francisco


As the 3rd Street corridor changes, new businesses have opened and others have closed. So far, 
both have positively affect The Jazz Room's clientele base. Next door to The Jazz Room, local 
wine producer Gratta Wines opened a tasting room inside the Butchertown Gourmet 
Marketplace. Ms. Bernedette stated that Gratta Wine's customers sometimes drop in over the 
course of a night. The closure of the nearby Monte Carlo club/bar also resulted in a few new 
regulars for The Jazz Room. 

g. Is the business associated with a culturally significant 
building/structure/site/object/interior? 

The building that houses The Jazz Room was built in 1931 and is typical of the mixed-use 
buildings of that era. Although the façade is largely intact, it would not be considered 
architecturally unique. The interior of the establishment is a typical bar room layout.  

h. How would the community be diminished if the business were to be sold, relocated, shut 
down, etc.? 

The Jazz Room may have a small footprint, but it has an unmeasurable large impact in the lives 
of those that find themselves there on a regular basis. It's a place to socialize with “family.” It’s 
a place that's open every day of the year. Sometimes it's the only place some people have to go 
on the holidays. If The Jazz Room were to be relocated or shut down, the impact would be 
more than just the loss of another location to have a drink – a piece of Bayview-Hunters Point 
and an African-American contribution to the city would be gone. 

If for some reason the business were to be sold, it must be sold with the understanding that the 
name is crucial to the legacy of its owners, the community and to Jazz music. For this reason, 
The Jazz Room located at 5267 3rd Street should be considered a San Francisco Legacy 
Business. 

CRITERION 3 

a. Describe the business and the essential features that define its character. 

The Jazz Room is an entertainment venue. It provides a safe social gathering place for the 
immediate neighborhood. The original live performance elements are still occasionally 
scheduled thereby ensuring that music remains a part of The Jazz Room’s defining character.   

b. How does the business demonstrate a commitment to maintaining the historical traditions 
that define the business, and which of these traditions should not be changed in order to 
retain the businesses historical character? (e.g., business model, goods and services, craft, 
culinary, or art forms) 

The Jazz Room began as a place in the neighborhood to gather, socialize and hear live music. 
The current owner maintains this traditional by opening her doors 365 days a year. Although 



The Jazz Room could continue on without future live performances, this would not be in 
keeping with its tradition. Music is an important part of the venue’s history and should be a 
continued element going forward.  

c. How has the business demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the special physical 
features that define the business? Describe any special exterior and interior physical 
characteristics of the space occupied by the business (e.g. signage, murals, architectural 
details, neon signs, etc.). 

The Jazz Room is best defined by the service it provides to the community. There are few 
physical features of the building that would be considered as defining characteristics. However, 
the owners have recently improved the facade with signage and an awning. The interior layout 
of the bar room allows for the continuation of live performances.  

d. When the current ownership is not the original owner and has owned the business for less 
than 30years; the applicant will need to provide documentation that demonstrates the 
current owner has maintained the physical features or traditions that define the business, 
including craft, culinary, or art forms. Please use the list of supplemental documents and/or 
materials as a guide to help demonstrate the existence of the business prior to current 
ownership. 

Not Applicable. 
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PAST E VENT

2nd Annual Butchertown Street
Festival

Sunday, Oct. 22, 11am-7pm | Jazz Room

BAYVIEW

Event website (https://www.facebook.com/events/1591891044236953/?ref=46)

Page 1 of 42nd Annual Butchertown Street Festival | Hoodline

2/21/2018http://hoodline.com/events/2nd-annual-butchertown-street-festival-1508268186



Jazz Room

5267 3rd St 94124

Directions (https://maps.google.com?daddr=5267%203rd%20St%2094124)

Sunday, Oct. 22, 11am-7pm

COST: Free

AGE: All ages

Map data ©2018 Google(https://maps.google.com/maps?ll=37.729688,-122.392358&z=15&t=m&hl=en-US&gl=US&mapclient=apiv3)

WHERE:

WHEN:

FROM THE ORGANIZER

Join us for Bayview’s second annual jazz, food and wine festival located behind

the historic Jazz Room on Third Street at Lane.

Enjoy small plates and sips showcasing the culinary talents and beer, wine,

and spirits producers of Bayview.

Page 2 of 42nd Annual Butchertown Street Festival | Hoodline

2/21/2018http://hoodline.com/events/2nd-annual-butchertown-street-festival-1508268186



Headliner Junius Courtney Big Band with special guest Denise Perrier will take

the Project Wreckless stage as will The Latin Jazz Youth Ensemble of San

Francisco and the V Note Ensemble.

This is a family-friendly event and an awesome opportunity to spend a day in

the sunny Bayview!

Event website (https://www.facebook.com/events/1591891044236953/?ref=46)

Questions about this event? Please contact the event organizer. For questions about submitting an

event, email Hoodline (mailto:events@hoodline.com).

Post your own event (/events/submissions/new)
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SoulOfAmerica > US Cities > San Francisco > San Francisco Restaurants & Nightclubs > The Jazz Room 

THE JAZZ ROOM 
 

The Jazz Room 

The Jazz Room 

DESCRIPTION: Cafe 

CUISINE: American 

PRICING: $$ 

CREDIT CARDS: yes 

COVER CHARGE: no 

ATTIRE: business casual 

TAKE-OUT: yes 

https://www.soulofamerica.com/us-cities/san-francisco/san-francisco-restaurants/jazz-room/
https://www.soulofamerica.com/
https://www.soulofamerica.com/us-cities/
https://www.soulofamerica.com/us-cities/san-francisco/
https://www.soulofamerica.com/us-cities/san-francisco/san-francisco-restaurants/
https://www.soulofamerica.com/us-cities/san-francisco/san-francisco-restaurants/jazz-room/
https://www.soulofamerica.com/us-cities/san-francisco/san-francisco-restaurants/jazz-room/
https://www.soulofamerica.com/


TAKES RESERVATIONS: no 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY: no 

DAYS & HOURS: Mon-Wed 11a-11p, Thu-Fri 11a-1a, Sat 11a-4-a, Sun 11a-12a 

ADDRESS: 5267 Third Street, San Francisco, CA 

RAPID TRANSIT: Muni Metro Third St & Williams Avenue Station 

PARKING: on street 

PHONE: 415-822-5719 

WEBSITE: none 

The Jazz Room Review 

Despite the non-chalant exterior, this wine bar in the reinvigorating Third Street corridor is much appreciated for its 

airy indoor space and service. Its a nice wine bar to meet afterwork for happy hour. So don’t be surprised to find the 

groups of friends pouring champaign. It fills the hole left when Savannah Jazz left Mission District for San Mateo. 
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Legacy Business Registry  

Case Report 
HEARING DATE: MARCH 21, 2018 

Filing Date: February 21, 2018 
Case No.: 2018-003341LBR 
Business Name: The Jazz Room  
Business Address: 5267 3rd Street 
Zoning: NC-3 (Neighborhood Commercial District, Moderate Scale) 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 5385/003 
Applicant:  Bernadette Smith, Owner 

5267 3rd Street 
San Francisco, CA 94124 

Nominated By: Supervisor Malia Cohen, District 10 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 

BUSINESS DESCRIPTION 

Located at 5267 3rd Street, the Jazz Room has been a neighborhood fixture since 1962. The Jazz Room 
opened during a time of simmering unrest in the Bayview Hunters Point community. African-Americans 
that made the neighborhood their home after World War II were coming to terms with the legacy of 
marginalization, disinvestment and segregation of a community many in power considered on the 
outskirts of San Francisco. This unrest channeled the sense of community. Community-based 
organizations committed to neighborhood improvement were born. In this environment, The Jazz Room 
opened as a venue that would offer live music and drinks designed to cater to the social and 
entertainment needs of the evolving community. Although The Jazz Room has always served alcohol 
(classified as a “tavern” in early directory listings), it was envisioned to be more than just another 
neighborhood “bar,” hence the name.  

Although it could not be confirmed, it is possible that The Jazz Room originated at a different location 
along 3rd Street prior to 1962. An article in the San Francisco Chronicle in 1960 discussing the growth of 
musical venues devoted to jazz in the city mentioned “The Jazz Room” as a venue “out on Third Street.” 
No address was given, and no other evidence could be found along 3rd Street in telephone directories 
from 1959 to 1961. The first directory listing for The Jazz Room is at 5267 3rd Street was in 1962. 

According to a brief mention in the San Francisco Chronicle, The Jazz Room had a “grand reopening” on 
Dec 29, 1962, with new managers R.L. (Bob) Peagler and Phelep Frieson at the helm. According to current 
owner, Bernedette Smith, the property and venue were purchased from Mr. Peagler by her sister and 
brother-in-law, Geraldine and John Bates, in 1964. Ms. Bates passed away in 1994 (preceded in death by 
her husband). The property and venue were left to Ms. Bates's siblings: Carl Dwyer, Bernardine 
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March 21, 2018 Hearing   
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2018-003341LBR  
The Jazz Room 

Thompson, and Bernedette Smith. Mr. Dwyer and Ms. Thompson willingly transferred their interests in 
the property to Bernedette Smith. Quen Smith, the daughter of Ms. Bernedette is currently taking an 
active role in the management of The Jazz Room after her recent retirement. The Jazz Room has been in 
continuous operation since 1962, and has been owned and operated by the same family since 1964.  

The business is located on the east side of 3rd Street between Underwood Avenue and Van Dyke Avenue 
in the Bayview neighborhood. It is within the NC-3 (Neighborhood Commercial District, Moderate Scale) 
Zoning District and in a 40-X Height and Bulk District.  

 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
Review Criteria 

1. When was business founded?   

The business was founded in 1962.  

2. Does the business qualify for listing on the Legacy Business Registry? If so, how? 

Yes, The Jazz Room qualifies for listing on the Legacy Business Registry because it meets all of 
the eligibility Criteria: 

i. The Jazz Room has operated continuously in San Francisco for 56 years. 

ii. The Jazz Room has contributed to the history and identity of the Bayview 
neighborhood by serving as a music venue and bar.  

iii. The Jazz Room is committed to maintaining the physical features and traditions that 
define the organization. 

3. Is the business associated with a culturally significant art/craft/cuisine/tradition? 

Yes, the business is associated with jazz music. 

4. Is the business or its building associated with significant events, persons, and/or architecture? 

Yes, Two notable Jazz performers played at The Jazz Room: John Handy III and Mary Stallings 
performed in 1962.  

5. Is the property associated with the business listed on a local, state, or federal historic resource registry?   

No, the property is not listed on any registers. 

6. Is the business mentioned in a local historic context statement?   

Yes, the Jazz Room is cited in the African American Citywide Historic Statement as one of the 
business along the Third Street corridor. Jazz, generally, is also written about extensively in the 
context statement. 

7. Has the business been cited in published literature, newspapers, journals, etc.? 

• San Francisco Chronicle, September 25, 1960 

• Soul of America Website 
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The Jazz Room 

Physical Features or Traditions that Define the Business 

Location(s) associated with the business: 
• 5267 3rd Street 

 
Recommended by Applicant 

• Live performance space 
• Typical bar interior layout 
• Signage 
• Awning 

 
Additional Recommended by Staff 

• No additional recommendations 
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Historic Preservation Commission 
Draft Resolution No. XXX 

HEARING DATE:  MARCH 21, 2018 
 
Case No.: 2018-003341LBR 
Business Name: The Jazz Room  
Business Address: 5267 3rd Street 
Zoning: NC-3 (Neighborhood Commercial District, Moderate Scale) 
 40-X Height and Bulk District 
Block/Lot: 5385/003 
Applicant:  Bernadette Smith, Owner 

5267 3rd Street 
San Francisco, CA 94124 

Nominated By: Supervisor Malia Cohen, District 10 
Staff Contact: Shelley Caltagirone - (415) 558-6625 

shelley.caltagirone@sfgov.org 
Reviewed By: Tim Frye – (415) 575-6822 

tim.frye @sfgov.org 
 

 
ADOPTING FINDINGS RECOMMENDING TO THE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION 
APPROVAL OF THE LEGACY BUSINESS REGISTRY NOMINATION FOR THE JAZZ ROOM 
CURRENTLY LOCATED AT 5267 3rd Street, (BLOCK/LOT 5385/003).   
 
WHEREAS, in accordance with Administrative Code Section 2A.242, the Office of Small Business 
maintains a registry of Legacy Businesses in San Francisco (the "Registry") to recognize that longstanding, 
community-serving businesses can be valuable cultural assets of the City and to be a tool for providing 
educational and promotional assistance to Legacy Businesses to encourage their continued viability and 
success; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in San 
Francisco operations exceeding two years; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business has contributed to the Bayview neighborhood’s and City’s history and 
identity; and 
 
WHEREAS, the subject business is committed to maintaining the traditions that define the business; and 
 
WHEREAS, at a duly noticed public hearing held on March 21, 2018, the Historic Preservation 
Commission reviewed documents, correspondence and heard oral testimony on the Legacy Business 
Registry nomination. 



Resolution No. XXX 
March 21, 2018 

 2 

CASE NO. 2018-003341LBR 
5267 3rd Street. 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends that 
The Jazz Room qualifies for the Legacy Business Registry under Administrative Code Section 
2A.242(b)(2) as it has operated for 30 or more years and has continued to contribute to the community. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends 
safeguarding of the below listed physical features and traditions for The Jazz Room. 
 
Location(s) associated with the business: 

• 5267 3rd Street 
 
Recommended by Applicant 

• Live performance space 
• Typical bar interior layout 
• Signage 
• Awning 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission’s findings and 
recommendations are made solely for the purpose of evaluating the subject business's eligibility for the 
Legacy Business Registry, and the Historic Preservation Commission makes no finding that the subject 
property or any of its features constitutes a historical resource pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15064.5(a). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby directs its 
Commission Secretary to transmit this Resolution and other pertinent materials in the case file 2018-
003341LBR to the Office of Small Business.  

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the Historic Preservation Commission 
on March 21, 2018. 

Jonas P. Ionin 

Commission Secretary 

AYES:    
 
NOES:   
 
ABSENT:  
 
ADOPTED:  


